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FARM FAMILY LIVING COSTS, AUGUST 1942
(1935-1939=100)

The Dominion Bureau of Statietics index of farm family living costs
advanced by 1.3 p.c. between April and August 1942, from 118,4 to 119,9. This serles
measures changes in a budget ° = for living requirements purchased by farm familles.
It does not include cost of housing, or foods ordinarily produced and consumed by
individual farm households. The farm living costs index thus differs materlially from
the official cost-of-living index in which rentals and farm produce are important ltems.
Between April and August, the official cost-of-living index advanced 1.6 p.c. to 117.7.

The increase of 1.3 pece in the farm family cost-of-living index compared
with an increase of 2.1 p.c. in the Canadian wholesale price index of farm products,

T™e eastern regional farm Yiving cost index rose 1.1 p.c. and the western
series rose 1.5 p.c. The increases in the general index for the Dominion and for both
eastern and western regiomal indexes werd due to advances in the food, clothing, and
household equipment groups. Indexes for health maintenance and the miscellaneous groups
remained unchanged. The fuel index did not change for western Canada but dropped 0.2 p.c.
for eastern Canada and 0.1 p.c. for Canada as a whole.

In the food group the increase was 2.1 p.c. for the eastern, western and
Dominion indexes. There were small but rather general decreases in the price of cheese,
butter, and lard but these were more than offset by increases in the price of fresh
beef, fresh pork, bacon, prunes, coffee, tea, and canned goods with the exception of
canned tomatoes. The August food price index was 34.4 p.c. above the August 1939 level.

Clothing prices advanced 1,4 p.c, between April and August and a total
of 26.0 p.c. betwsen August of 1939 and 1942, There was an increase of 1.6 p.c. in
the western series as compared with an increase of 1.4 p.c. for the East. While most
of the prices for articles represented in the index remained constant the prices of
rubbers and woollen goods rose perceptibly.

Tha fuel index was the only one to register a loss for the Dominion,
A decrease of C.l p.c. was noted for the Dominion with a decrease of 0.2 for the East.

Tha westurn inaay regainsd ibhe soma.

The aomposits household group showed & rise of 1.4 p.c. For ths Dominlon
with izcrsases of 1.1 p.c. and 1.7 p.c. for the eastern and western indexes, respectively,
Price rises were particularly noticeable in sewing machines, kitchen ranges and woollen
£00ds,. nl

The health maintenance group which included such items as doctor's and
dentist's fess and hospital charges remained unchanged. This was true also for the
miscallancous group coneisting of life insurance, newspapers, magazinas, talephone, etc.
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sble 1. - Index Numbers of Canadian Farm Living Cosis and Related Series, 1913-1942.
(1935.39=100 for 21l series except the Canadian Parm Products Prices Index
which is on a 1923 base)
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Table 2. - Group Indsx Numbers c¢f Canadlan Farm Living Costa, 1941-1942.
—.£1935.35-100)
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R it g | s Sl g b W s
+  COMPOSITE INDaX o _
ILS % T = L I SO TS5 1149 116.0
1942 - Spr.’.ng e6a0 11900 S Zs 118.4
0 REINET, & 5 s 120, 3 LR 119,9
FOCD
ECL SISO ) T3 R R 1 2ls 3t 120,73 123.2
1942 ~ Spring .... 129.0 NERIE 126.5
Heagale JH Ao s 131,.7 125.4 129.2
CLOTHING
iy L a0 Tn ) (R | 124.0 122.8 123,5
1_?42 - c‘p?j NE cuoan 1250 2 12400 1240 7
)T S 126.9 125.0 126,5
, FUE,
.1.94..‘ ) Fa]l c e ®en 109@ 1 10508 - 107.8
1942 Lol S‘pl’lng [ - l13v7 108(_’/ 11107
1 T R 1231 128.4 111.6
HOUSEHOLD EQUIPMENT
S T R 118.6 117.4 118.1
ic8s - ‘Buring c.ce 121.8 126.0 123.5
AL R 104.C 2804 125Ne
HAALTH MATNTENANCE
L= e, [ L 10&.0 1030 103.0
edd 2 S’pf':‘l.ng couw 104:00 10‘1:1 104:;0
v, “1ETL SERCy P 104.0 104,10 104.0
M1 SCRLLANZOUS
] SR = T [, 102,6 102.3 102.5
BO = i ng ..l 103.4 LG, 103,3
- L] PR R 103.4 103,21 103.3




T

1010366414




