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TARM FAMILY LIVING COSTS, AUGUST, 1943.
(19735..1939=100)

The Dominion Burenu of Statlstlcs index number of farm 1living costs ndvanced
Trom 121.2 for April, 1943 to 121.9 for Jugust, 1943, This index reflects the influence
of price changes upcn the cost of a farm famlly living wudget including purchased goods
only. It differs notlceabdly from the officiai cost-of-1iving index in which rentsals
and retall prices of farm produce are importani items., This diffsrence has Veen mainly
responsible for variation between the farm and officlal cost—of-living indexes.

The increase of 0.7 points (0.6 pec.) in the farm family cusi~of-living index
may be compared with an increase of 5,6 p.c. in the Canadian wholesale price index of
farm products betwoen April, 1943 and August, 1943,

The increase of 0,7 points in the fam cosb~of-1iving index corresponds to
the following changes (in pcints) for its component vudgzet goupe: Food 41,8, Fuel
+1.3, Clothing .-0.3, Houschold Eguipment +0.3, Health 0.0, &and Miscellaneous +0¢7.

The easiern regicual farn living cost index rose 0.5 PsCu, tho western index
‘ 0e6 peco Contriduting factors are noted in the following cormen’ss

The food index for all Canada advanced 1.4 p.c., while the eastern regional
index moved up 1.2 pcCo and the western 1.7 p.ce The incremse was effected by higher
prices for meats, fruiis, vegetables, and ceresle, Only dmiry products reglstered a

drop (1.9 poco). The August, 1943 food index was 38.8 p.c, above the August, 1939
level.

i The clothing price index did noi advence for the period, Only minor fluctun-
i tions for individial prices were noted in both the eastern and westorn sectionsl indexes.
* The August index for all Canada was 25.4 p.ce above that for August, 19%9,

The fuel index rose 1ol peCo in the East, 1.5 pec, in the West, and 1.3 p.c.
for all Canada. The rise rosulted mainly from increased coal prices in the Maritimes,
and wood prices in Untario, EBaskatchewan and British Columbia. This index was 16.8 p,cs

- above its August, 1939 leve!,

The houschold oquipment index rose 0.3 poce for the East, 0.1 p.c. for the
4 West, and ¢.2 p.c. for all Cannda. For Avgust, i% was 27,0 p.c, higher than for
Auzust, 1939.

The heaith maintensnce index did not change during the period. It remained
4,9 p.c. above the 1939 lovel.

The miscellaneous growp index rose  .¥ p.c. for all Cenade, 0.7 peCs in the
Eagt and 0,6 psc. in the Wesi. These increases reflected higher prices for magazines
and for maintenance and repairs for motor vehicles. The index was 3.8 p.c. above the
August, 1939 level.
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