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RATES AND INDEX NUMBERS OF HOSPITAL CHARGES

The Dominion Bureau of Statistics has recently re-calculated weighted
index numbers of certain hospital charges and costs using 1926 data as the basis of
comparison., These index numbers as well as others cn a 1913 basis are included on the
following pages. Calculations for recent years have been based upon data received
frcm 200 hospitals, and separate indexes have been constructed for rates of public,
semi~-private, and private wards, operating room charges, and the per capita per diem
cost of maintenance.

A survey of these indexes indicate that hospital charges generally are
approximately 90% above 1913 levels, and almost 5% higher thun in 1926. Hospital rates
unlike commodity prices did not recede after the period of post war inflation, but have
on the contrary steadily advanced from 1913 to the present time. Cost of maintenance
figures also have showed a steady increase during this period, but their rise was not
as appreciable as that of hospital rates.

An analysis of 1928 hospital costs and rates shows that increases were
prevalent in the east, especially so in Quebec and Ontario. In the three most western
provinces maintenance costs decreased slightly, and se¥eral lower average ratesg were
likewise apparent.

Average charges ror public wards throughout the Deminion are estimated
to have risen from $1.02 in 1913, to $1.83 in 1926, and $1.96 in 1928. Average
provincial rates in 1928 ranged from $1.50 in Prince Edward Island to $2,46 in New
Brunswick. The Dominion index mumber for public ward charges rose from 54.3 in 1913
to 107.5 in 1928, 1920m100.

For semi-private wards, the¢ Dominion average charge rose from $1.57 in
1913 to $2.85 in 1928, The lowest 1928 provincial average charge of $2.17 was returned
for Ontario, while that of $3.44 for Alberta was the highest. The Dominicn index
number for semi-private rates advanced from 540 in 1913 to 101.4 in 1928.

Private ward rates for the Dominion rose from $2.08 in 1913 to $5.25 in
1928, Provincial average cost figures in 1928 ranged between $3.00 for New Brunswick
and $6.46 for Quebec with the Deminion index number for private rates being 103.6 as
compared with 53,1 in 1913.

Operating room charges quoted were obtained by averaging major and minor
fees assessed by each institution. Relatively to other hospital rates cperating room
charges were lower in 1928 than in 1913, os may be seen from the index numbers follow=
ing. From ©3.,8 in 1913, this index mountcd to 102.2 in 1928, the latter number being
well in line with other 1928 indexes shown. The 1913 number however, was approximately
10% higher than those for other charges at that time. The Dominion average operating
room charge rose from $5.16 in 1913 to $8.36 in 1928.

The average cost of maintenance per capita per diem for Canada in 1928
was $3.49, as against $1.68 in 1913, There has been very little change in this item
during the past three years. Because of different bases of cost estimation in the
various provinces, exact interprovincial comparisons are not possible. The provincial
index numbers however, show the trend of maintenance costs with a reagonable degree of
accuracy. Maintenance costs relative to 1913 have advanced more rapidly than hospital
charges, as may be seen, but if 1926 be used as the base of ccmparison the reverse 1is
the case. In other words, although prior to 1926 maintenance costs rose faster than
charges, since that time charges have increased relatively more than maintenance costs.
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AVERAGE HOUSFITAL CHARGES FOR PUBLIC JARD
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AVERAGE HOSPITAL CHARGES,SEMI-PRIVATE ROOMS
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AVERAGE HOSPITAL CHARGES,PRIVATE ROOMS
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AVERAGE UPERATING RCOM CHARGES
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AVERAGE COST OF MAINTENANCE PER CAFITA FER DIEM
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INDEX NUMBERS OF PUBLIC WARD HOSPITAL CHARGES
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INDEX NULBERS OF HOSPITAL CHARGES,

SEMI-PRIVAT:E ROGMS
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INDEX NUMBERS OF HOSPITAL CHARGAES, SEMI-PRIVATE ROCMS
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INDEX NUMBERS OF HOSPITAL CHARGES, PRIVATE ROOMS

1913-100
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INDEX NUMBERS CF OPERATING ROOM CHARGES
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INDEX NUMBERS OF OPERATING ROOM CHARGES T
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INDEX lUMBERS GF CGST OF MAINTENAWCE PER JAPITA PER DIEM
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