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RATES AND INDEX NUMBERS OF Z0SPITAL CHARGES

According to returns received by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics from
198 hospitals, rates charged in 1929 averaged 6.6 percent higher than in 1926, and
1.8 percent above those for 1928. Weighted index numbers of certain hospital charges
and costs, using 1926 as well as 1913 data as the basis of comparison, are given on the
following pages. Separate indexes have been constructed for rates of public wards,
semi-private and orivate roons, onerating room charges, and the cost of maintenance
per patient per day. It will be seen that all of these indexes show an almost unbroken
advance from 1913 to 1329.

4 general survey of the changes which occurred in 1929 indicates that the
greatest increases in rates were for public wards. Semi-private room rates moved upward
very slightly, while private room rates were shown as a litt}  lower for the first time
since 1913. Operating room charges remained almost stationarf. The average cost of
maintenance per patient ver day advanced again, and was 110.4 percent above the figure
given for 1913, It is interesting to compare this advance with that registered by rates,
which have armarently risen only by about 90 percent according to the movemen: of a
weighted average of the rate figures which follow.

An average of the public ward charges made in 1929 amounted to $2.03, as
compared wit: 81,96 in 1928. Thir item was $1.83 in 1926 and $1.02 in 1913, analmost
uninterrunted increase having occurred since that time. Provincial average ratas in
1929 ranged between $1,50 for Prince Zdward Island and $2.52 for British Colutbia. The
Dominion index number of public ward charges rose from 107,5 in 1928 to 111.3 in 1929,
havinz been 535.8 in 1913,

Semi-private room charges moved but slightly from an average of $2.55 in
1928 to $2.87 in 1929. The range of provincial rates in 1929 was marized by ke figure
for Ontario, calculated as 42,20 and that for Alberta,given as $7.52. The Dominion
index number for semi-private room charges has advanced steadily from 54,0 in 1913
to 102,1 in 1929,

Privete room charges averaged $5.23 for the Dominion in 1929, as against
$5.25 in 1928. Koderate reductions for Quebec, Ontario and British Golumbia, more than
counterbalanced increases for Nova Scotla, lianitoba and Alberta, causing the first de-
cline in this average since 1913, as noted above.

Operating room charges ,obtained by averaging rates given for major and minor
operations, were 38,37 in 1929 as against $8.36 in 1928. Averages advanced slightly for
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, ~nd Sasizatchewan, but otherwise were unchanged. The Dominion
index mumber for operating room charges was 102.3 in 1929, as comared with 102,2 in 1928,
and 63.8 in 1913,

The average cost of maintenance per patient per day as indicated bv the re-
turns received mounted from $7.47 in 1928 to $3.62 in 1929. {These figures represent a
complete cost estimate, including such items as taxes, depreciation, insurance, intersst,
etc., in addition to the more or less standard items of food, wages, medical aad
institntional supplies, heat, light, power, and water. It is worthy of note that soparatc
calculations including only the latter set of itcms, remained &n the averase »racfically
staotionary in 1929 whilc an advance of 4.0 p.c. occurred for complete costs. The cost
of maintenance ner paticnt nor day has risen almost without interrumtion since 1913, when
the Dominion average was $31.58. fThe Dominion index during the interval from 1913 to 1929
has mounted from 49.5 to 104,2

An Interes®ing commentary on increcasod cost of maintenance figurcs is furnish-
ed by rcports regarding indigent pationts treated by hospitnls. Such watients of coursc
ray only fraectional amounts of the actual cost of their treatments, or else are tronted
frce. The number of indigents rcported in 1929 for 198 institutions was 340,393, which
indicated an inercasc of roug™ly 10 nercent over figures given for 1928,



AVERAGE HOSPITAL CHARGES FOR PUBLIC WARD
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AVZRAGE LOSPITAL CHARGRS, SULT-PRIVATE ROOMZ
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AVERAGE OPERATING ROOM CHARGES
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INPEX NUMBERS OF PUBLIC WARD HOSPITAL CHARGES
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INPEX NUMBERS OF PUBLIC WARD HOSPITAL CHARGES
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INDEX NUMEBERS OF HOSFITAL CHARGES, SEMI-FRIVATE ROOMS
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INDEX NUMBERS OF HOSPITAL CHARGES, PRIVATSE ROOMS
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Ontario 5449 5546 58,8 62,5 4 M T1.6 82.1 90,6 g9%8 [ 3E0.% 10003 Lasc) Te> - FOOLO CGRS | ARdcs | BeEsh
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RIDEX NUMBERS OF OPERATING ROOM CHARGES
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Saskatchewan 73:0 7130 - 7336 73.0 76.6 80.3 90 4 90,4 9064 - G0ud: 860, 106{4| 100,60 M.7 102,3 202.5
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INDEX NUMBERS OF COST OF MAINTENANCE PER PATIENT FER DAY
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INIEY NUMBERS OF CGST OF MAINTENANCE PER PATIENT PER DAY ;3
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