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DEPARTMENT STCRE SALES

Decenber, 1947

Dollar sales in Canadian department stores were 22% higher in De-
cember, 1947 than in December, 1946, and at the same time surpassed the
previous all-time peak established in the immedistely preceding month by
14%. Unad justed indexes (on the base, 1935 to 1939 = 100) were as follows:
397.8 for December, 1947, 325.7 for Decomber, 1946 and 348.2 for November,

1947.

Comparisons quoted in this report are derived from dollar sales
and have not been adjusted for price chanpes.

Expansion was comparatively even in December for all parts of the
country. In the Maritime Provinces, where the margin of increase over 1946
had been more moderate than elsewhere throughout the greater part of 1947,
the December increase of 25% was the largest of all regional gains,

Changes in Department Store Sales by Regions

Haritime Prairie British
Canada Prov1nces Quebec Ontario Provinces Columbia

— - — —

December, 1947/46 +22% +25% +22% +23% +20% +23%

Jan.=Dec. ,1947/46 +15% +10% +17% +16% +16% + 16

An eremination of December results on a departmental basis shows
that increases were substantial for most departments. Only in those de-
partments handling drupgs, smallwares and stationery were increases held to
modest proportions, It is also observable that durable goods sales ine
creases did not expand in comparison with their increases in earlier months
of the vear to the same extent as did those for apparel, footwear and food.
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e Meial's | and hoyst clothing and
IREER SIS | ST AL sl RN D Te i ds L a8, 6,084,956 8,9875042 +2B851 HEILB
ERNlREs snddtoilet artigles and
RIS Jo oo 2 ofe choie o v snie o s 00 as | 25,683,082 ,721,044 + 3,0 - 8.3
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