
3 0 0 111mQhed by Authority of the Rt. 	Howe TE 
	

L': 	
v.P., 

i:ster of Trade and Coniierce 
_____ 	___ ____ 	 - ------•—A- 	-- DiiAfEuT CF 1 'ItDL 	T' CO 

	

D::!'I:•:ICN 3TIEATJ C'F STATIS.tICSGE 	 - 
RC!TAIDISING AND SERYICES 	 ( 	 1t,1ktè ( 

- 	 OTTA1A, CANADA  • 	------ 	 - 	., Dominion Statistician: 	 arshali 
Director, Division of Census of Industry and .Ierchandising: 	 :1. H. Losee 
Chief, L:erchandisthand Services Statistics: 	C. H. ).cDona1d 
Vol. X - No. 12. 	 1611030 

22 

DEPARTENT STORE SALES 

Deceriber, 1947 

Dollar sales in Canadian department stores were 22% higher in De-
cember, 1947 than in December, 1946, and at the same time surpassed the 
previous all-time peak established in the immediately preceding month by 
14f. Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935 to 1939 	100) were as follows: 
397.8 for December, 1947, 325.7 for December, 1946 and 348.2 for November, 
1947. 

Comparisons quoted in this report are derived from dollar sales 
and have not been adjusted for price changes. 

Expansion was comparatively even in December for all parts of the 
country. In the iarit1ne Provinces, where the margin of increase over 1946 
had been more moderate than e1swhere throughout the greater part of 1947, 
the December increase of 25% was the largest of all regional gains. 

Chanjesineparthent_Store_Ca1esbyegions 

Maritime 	 Prairie 	British 
Canada 	Provinces 	Quebec 	Ontario 	Provinces Columbia 

December, 1947/46 	+22% 	+25% 	+22% 
	

+23% 	+20% 	+23% 

Jan.-Dec.,1947/46 	.15% 	+10% 	+17% 	+16% 	+16% 	+16% 

An examination of December results on a departmental basis shows 
that increases were substantial for most departments. Only in those de- 
partments handling drugs, smaliwares and stationery were increases held to 
modest proportions, It is also observable that durable goods sales in 
creases did not expand in comparison with their increases in earlier months 
of the year to the same extent as did those for apparel, footwear and food. 
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DEPARTiEIT STOtE 3AL!S AL) 111VE14TCRIES IN CANADA, BY_SELCTED D-ATF.ThTTS 

December, 1946 and December, 1947 
These figures are derived from a sample of reporting companies and are not to he 

interpreted as totals for all department stores. 
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DPA?TPT 	 Dec. 	L C. 	u L,Lan(e, iIov.30,1947 
1946 	1947 	1947/1946 No.r.30,1946 

	

TOTAL, AU DP?'f.i 	..........., 58,903,420 71 9 727,077 	+21.8 	+19,1 

1, lornen's  dresses, coats and suits 	5,409,047 6,603,760 	+22,1 	-19.3 

2. Girls' and infa:ts' wear ........... 2,065,902 2,468,256 	+19.2 	+ 8.3 

3. Hosiery and 1oves ................. 2,890,908 3,399,119 	+17,6 	+16,3 

4. Lingerie and corsets ............... 2,139,357 2,627,795 	+22.8 	+50.8 

5. 111i1.iinery ........................... 	43G,24. 	468,P22 	7,5 	- 9.5 
C. ornen's and cii1dren's apare1 - 

	

(Total, i-s) ..................... 12,945,459 15,567,752 	+203 	- 0,3 
7. ben's and boys' clothinT, and 

furnishins 	..................... 6,984,956 8,987,142 +28.7 +51.3 
8.  Dru-s and toilet articles and 

preparations 	..................... 2,642,032 2,721,044 + 3,0 - 9.3 

9.  Piece 	roods 	............. ... 3,054,906 3,699,558 +21,1 +71.4 

10.Smallwares .......... . ............ ,, 2,672,271 2,910,469 +8..9 +13,5 

11.  Food and kindred products 	....... 3,849,047 5.l.C7262 +32.7 +19.0 
12.  Furniture (inc1uein 	mattresses 

and 	sprins) 	..................... 2,369,17 2,925,909 +23.5 +25.4 

13.  Home 	furnishins 	.................... 3,480,728 4,3),74 26.4 
14.  Hcuomld acplisinces and. electrical 

supnlies 	........................ 1.522,196 2,295,294 50.8 +47.6 

15.  Tarc1ware and kitchefl utensils 1,530,610 2,346,506 +21.5 +10.0 
16.  qadios, musical instruments and 

supplies 	........... . ...... ...... 1,321,185 1,570,61 +18 +291 

17.  Shoes 	and 	ot}ar foctwear 	.......... . 3,933,391 4,838,111 +23,0 +14.6 

iF. Otutioner'.,, hooks and magazines . .. 	2 ,233 ,7 	2 4335,698 	4.6 	-10.0 

1 1 	All other depArtments, total ...... 	9,06 .700 12,021 ,902  
TFleasp a 1  serve tklttee ooxnp.arisonsaret5eon ttie iient ' situation at 
the eiiuiin. of Dci - er in the two ,rear, 


