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PRELI!.IIcARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT ;TORE SALES, MAY, 1947 

May sales of Canadian department btores were 19 per cent highor 
this year than last and moved 7 per cent above volume for April. 1947. 
The increase over May a year ago was of the same order as that for January. 
Sales in the first five months of 1947 were 15 per cent higher than in the 
same period of 1946. 

Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935-1939100) stood at 248.1 
f or May, 1947, 203 for May, 1946 and 232,e for April, 1947. 

Regional sales increases, both for May and for the five-month 
period of this year con'pared with last, were as fo11ows 

Department Store Sales Increases By Regions 

Maritime 	 Prairie 	British 
Canada 	Provinces Quebec 	Ontario 	Provinces 	Columbia 

May, 1947/46 .... 	19% 	15% 	2 2 %. 	19% 	19% 	19% 

Jan.-May, 1947/46 	15% 	107. 	20% 	15% 	14% 	14% 

All of the 19 departments for wMh separste comparisons are ob-
tained showed increased sales in May, 1947. Among the more outstanding 
increases, apart from the continuing large. ;ains for household durables, 
were those for men's wear and food, both of which were slightly more than 
2C per oent. 
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DEPARTNT STORE SALES AND INVENTORIES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 

May, 1946 and May, 1947 
These figures are derived from a sam1e of reporting companies and are not to be 

interpreted as totals for all department stores. 

	

SALES 	INVENT ORY 

DEPARTMENT 	May, 	% Ch 	
' % Change, 

ange, Apr.30. 1947 1946 	1947 	f 1947/1946  IADr.-W. Ii 
TOTAL , ALl DEPARTMENTS •0 	 , 

1. Women's dresses, coats and suits 

2.Girls'andinfants'wear....... ....  

3.Hosieryundglovos....... 

4 Lingerie and corsets 

5. Millinery ......... 
6. Women's and children's apparel - 

(Total, 1-5) 
7. Men's and boys' clothing and 

furnishings...... ................ 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and 

preparations 

9. Piece goods 

100 Smaliwares 

11. Food and kindred products 
12. Furniture (including mattresses and 

springs) ....... ..o............... 

13. Home furnishings ..............e... 

14. Hruseho1d appliances and e1etrica1 
supplies 

15. Hardware and kitchen utensils 
16. Radios, musical instruments and 

supplies 

17. Shoes and other footwear 

18. Stationery, books and magazines 

19. All other departments, total 

TPlcase observe that these comparisons are bsed on the inventory situation a 
beginning of May in the two years. 


