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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES

January, 1948

Department store sales in Canada were 17% higher in January,
1948 than in January, 1947. Volume was reduced to about one-half of the
December business, but this was in line with the normal seasonal move-
ment, Comparisons hetween this year and last, quoted in this report,
raflect changes in dollar sales. DNo allowance is made for price changes,
so that comparisons do not indicate changes in the quantity of merchan-
dise sold.

The unad justed index for January, 1948 was 192,3,which compares
with an index of 165.1 for Jenuary a year ago.

Increases for various sections of the country varied widely --
more so than in most recent months. British Columbia's increase of 28%
was well above those recorded in other regions. Ontario and the Prairie
Provinces recorded gains almost similar to that for Canada, tut increases
in the Maritime Provinces and Quebec were comparatively moderate.

Changes in Department Store Sales by Regions

Maritime Prairie  British
Canada  provinces Quebec Ontario Provinces Columbia
Junuary, 1948/47 +17% + 7% + 9% +16% +18% +28%

" Tne analysis of sales by departments, which appears on Page 2,
indicates that sales volume was higher for most types of merchandise.
There were two departments, hosiery and radio, in which sales declined
below January of last year.
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DEPARTMENT STCRE SALES AND INVENTORIES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS

January, 1947 and January, 1948

These figures are derived fror a sample of reporting companies and are not to be
interpreted as totals for all department stores.
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SALES

INVENTORY (*

% Change,

DEPARTHMENT Jan. Jan. % Change
: B9 IDee 18 ) SRS
1947 1948 1948/1947 Boo 3T 1948
$ 3
T Al DEPARDMEBITS .....000lcevee 2808, 707 32,628,809 (e QNG
1, Women's dresses, coats and suits ... 3,230,441 3,668,842 +13.6 -22.7
2. Girls' and infants' wear .....ccose6e0 2,187 811,821 +12,4 - 0.1
3. Hosiery and gloves cescssscsvssesess 1,015,768 960,017 = 5.5 +15.5
4, Lingerie and corsets ..esscecesccancs 992,473 1,094,939 +10.3 +56 .8
5: L’illinery ® 26060008080 06500006088088620 200,387 213,685 + 6.6 -11.0
6. Women's and children's apparel - TR T
(Total, 1—5) “«®e s v eeger POt EEBBEC 6,161,256 6,749,304 i 9‘5 S 5.2
7. Men's and boys' clothing and
SRR SINa, S0 oy st s s ehsias b0 sss 2,097,973 3,069,375 +)BLY +40.2
8. Drugs and toilet articles and
preparations s s e s0eR s e e BOR st BUCD 848,919 992,705 +16.9 -11.3
9. Piece goods 2 % 0 @00 28 9060069 HODee OO0 2’660,491 2,872’942 + 8'0 +49.7
10. Slﬂallwares S eso 0000 ees e s a0 OB OD N 1,048,010 1,228,039 +17.2 +1406
11, Food and kindred products «:.ccocseee 2,762,934 3,752,041 +35.8 +29.4
12, Furniture (including mattresses
B e . ..t adtinansenrsnsns 2,061,386 2,331,992 +13.1 +19.1
IR RO R UrniShInegs o sevsniesssssons-nes o,040,936 2,448,378 +21.8 +40.0
14. Household appliances and electrical
SUDPl1€S seesecvecncescecovvossven 939,136 1,345,626 +43,3 +59.6
15, Hardware and kitchen utensils ...... 1,214,294 1,421,095 +17.0 + 8.8
16. Radios, musical instruments and
Supplies *® & O 5 40P 08B0 SY P e O POE R TESS DN 706,678 653,058 - 7'6 +30.9
17. Shoes and other footwear sceccecsecss 1,718,848 1,766,446 + 2.8 FGIS
18, Stationery, books and magazines .... 545,403 624,848 +14.6 -21,9
19, All other dep&rtmentﬂ, total eassv e 2,839,443 3,372,960 +18.8 - 3.4

(*) Please observe that these comparisons are based
the beginning of January in the two years.

on the inventory situation at



