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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES AND STOCKS
OCTOBER, 1950

By Provinces

Canadian department store sales totailed $83,768,000 in October
1950, 1% above the October 1949 total of $82,877,000, The 5% gain in
British Columbia was the largest reported, Most other provincial
changes in sales volume varied little from the natiomal average, The
6% decrease reported for Saskatchewan was the only decline exceeding

1%.

Cumulative sales for the first ten months of 1950 amounted to
‘655,895,000, 1% above the amount of $648,304,000 reported for the same
period in 1949, Cumulative results by regions are shown in the table
immediately following this commentary, and by departments on Page 4.

Mail order sales are attributed to the province in which offices
receiving the orders are located,

Department Store Sales in Ootober 1949 and 1950

Province Sales % Change,
1949 1950 1950/1 949
($000) ($000)

Maritime Provinces e.ceccee 5,861 6,007 + 2,5
QUEDBO .ecusrevrecsvcsscsse 12,523 12,861 + 2,7
Ontario sesecosccscescssccns 29,618 29,914 +1,0
MADitobA esevececcscacesses 12,975 12,884 - 0.7
SaslatchewBn .eeecescnccsss 6,202 4,911 =~ 5,6
ALty fo'via B volod e 930 5usd 6,304 6,298 - 0,1
British Columbia ceceveces 10,394 10,893 + 4,8
CANADA (oseecrencssnsne 82,877 83,768 +1,1

Prepared in the Merchandising and Services Section



By Selected Departments

The majority of departments reported increased sales volume in Oct-
ober 1950 compared with the same month in 1949, Girls' and infants' wear
departments reported sales up 18%. Shoe and hosiery and glove department
sales increased 6% and 5% respectively, All other increases were quite
moderate, Of seven departments which had lower sales in October this year,
the largest declines occurred in the case of radio and music (=7%) and
women's dresses, coats and suits (-6%).

The value of stocks on hand at the beginning of October 1950 decl ined

to $186,693,000 compured with $201,016,000 on the same date in 1949, A wide
range of departments reported declines in inventories, Furniture, and women's
dresses, coats and suits stocks dropped 16% and 1% respectively, Men's and
boys' clothing inventories decreased 1%, Other large declines reported were
those for piece goods (~11%), and for household appliances and electrical sup~
plies (-10%). Only two departments recorded increases in stocks of any mag-
nitude, Food stocks were up 28% and millinery stocks, 17%,

Department Store Sales - January=to-October 1949-1950

Province Sales % Change,
1950/1 949
1949 1950
($000) ($000)
Maritime Provinces ....... 47,913 47,341 - 1,2
QUBDES. | o 6l ¢ sle sisioials merslais s7o0 102,320 105,765 + 3.4
ORGEIL 0 & it Sial 3. SRS 5 0. 018 St & 240,103 242,925 & gl
Mandlolia | | ddOd.millee Hold-ue o 95,984 96,906 #+ 140
SasltRMRNAY | ookt nds o4 oLb 34,623 31,875 - 7.9
ALBOLta- = rovsmndion ¥ 4 o6 43,496 44,769 + 269
British Columbia ..ceeceue 83,865 86,314 + 249
CRONERA V) & « ¢ o4 648,304 655,895 + 152

Year's Subscription, $1,00
Single Copies, +15



DEPARTMENT STORE SALES AND STOCKS

Octgber 1549 and October 1850

These [igures ars estimates of total department store sales and stocks,

Stocks are at selling value

SALES STOCKS™
Department Octe, | Oct, |% Change, | Sept.3D | Sept. 30 % Change,
1949 | 1950 [1950/1949 | 1949 1950 [1950/1 949
($000) | ($000) % (8000) ($000) %
1, Women's dresses, coats,
ROk~ 8udhl 5L . rvee 7o daem HLT,069% [IQSESQ - 6,4 22,631 19,300 -14,7
2. Girls' and infants! wear . 4,387 | 5,192 +18,3 8,559 8,267 - 3.4
3., Hosiery and gloves ,..... [ 2,852 [ 2,998 +l 5.1 5,418 5,603 + 3.4
4, Lingerie and corsets .... | 3,212 | 3,285 * 258 8,244 8,011 - 248
5. Millinery 9000s0essssccee 985 949 (1 3.7 932 1’086 +16‘5
6, Women's and children's
apparel - (Sub-total) . (22,505 |22,784 £ X8 45,784 42,267 - 77
7. Men's and boys'! clothing
and fumishmgs 0Dsec0 04 10.631 11 .096 + 404 27.001 23'381 -13Q4
8¢ Drugs, toilet articles,
and preparations ...... | 1,498 | 1,501 + 0q2 4,318 4,386 + 1,6
9. Piece gOOdS C0es000800c000 5,878 5,615 = 4.5 17,267 15,417 ‘10.7
10. Smallwares ebecenvecsreney 23559 2;488 = 2-8 73719 7,289 - 506
11, Food and kindred products, 4,924 | 4,948 #1055 3,374 4,306 |~ +27,.6
12, Furniture including(mat=
tresses and springs) see. 5,300 { 5,139 - 3,0 11,6567 9,774 16,2
13, Home furnishings ocecsceeo 9, 976,181 + 3.4 22,952 21,254 - T4
14, Household appliances and
electrical supplies ... 3,945 4,077 + 3,3 5,989 5,396 - 9,9
15, Hardware and kitchen i
QAR EHINSY WersYats"dole s o s1els]3 o 3,103 3,146 + 1,4 8,011 7,749 - 3,3
16, Radios, musical instruments
and suprlies O A e 1,403wk 1,312 - 8,5 4,109 3,913 - 4,8
17, Shoes and other footwear , 5,650 ] 5,965 #5516 17,234 15,769 = 8,8
18, Stationery, books, and .
magazines casvaesaeses 1.035 1,088 - 0.6 3.754 3.824 + 1.9
19, All other departments,
total Lesecscessecesces 8,409 | 8,430 + 0,2 [21,847 22,239 * A58
TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS ... |82;877 | 83,768 bl i?01,016 186,693 - 7.1

% Comparisons are based on stocks at the beginnin

Canada totals do not include Newfoundland figures.

of October in the two years,



STATISTIC

SCaANADA | :
B8N e ~A AR BRARY

MHI 1 L Qlll il.ki:.Jut_ L:‘.‘-I;:‘A{
4 I Ty
DEPARTMENT STORE SALES BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 1010737531
January~to=October 1949 and Januvary=-to-October 1950
SALES &
Depa rtment Jan,~-to=-0ct, Jan,~to=0ct, % Change,
1949 1950 1950/1949
($000) ($000) %
1, Women's dressos, coats,
and Suits s e 8 sz et ess et T a T e 81.231 77.149 == 500
2, Girls! and infants' Welr ..ecee 27,025 28,883 + 6,9
3. Hosiery anth gBoWOEl sw.ced od o one 198,266 19,884 + 3.3
4, Lingerie and corsets ..eseesee 25,483 . 26,041 t 2.2
50 Millinery S0s00s00esr 000080 7'339 7,239 e 1.4
6., Women's and children's
apparel = (Sub=total) ,..... 160,333 159,195 - 0,7
7. Men's and boys*® clothing
and furniishiniea s T trere a6 o e1e o 69,267 70,883 +HlrS
8« Drugs, toilet articles and
pheps ratNonisy | NN el fs 3 o s e 14,109 14,433 et
9. Piece gOOdS @B rsssseneevsenses e 49.264 47,170 - 4.3
1@y, SnENiwanBs: IRt s slene s ofole 18,0008 19,200 + 0,5
11, Food and kindred products ... 44,948 45,872 s !
12, Furniture (including mat=
tresses and springs) eecesees 45,126 45,500 + Dl
13. Home furnishings S8 0etsnesaese 50,955 52,175 o 2.4
14, Household aprliances and
ellectirie]ll SUPRLEES. " ., cais:s oreis 29,693 35,725 +20,3
15, Hardware and kitchen
vhonB ISR S R R taiohe lekersre o o) i7e 31,176 31,264 + 0,3
16, Radios, musical instruments
and supplies ts00svesveasenen 9,410 9,357 = 0e6
17, Shoes and other footwear ,,ees 43,317 44,279 + 2,2
18, Stationery, books, and
mﬂGﬂZinOS LR N NN ] 9’223 9’252 % 003
19, All other departments,
toml s 200tV RN BOERIRLE IR OENES 72‘384 71’591 -101
TOTAL, ALL DERARTNBNTS.™ Lis, odkle 648,304 655,895 + e

575~ 25« 1l- 50,



