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Sales of department stores in Canada 'ere 10 per cent higher in 
January of this year than last but fell 	less than Ialf the volume of business trans- 
acted in December. The declino from Dcmber vas greater than the usual seasonal move- 
ment bet,een these two monhe an reflects 	roac5-3n froa the h±h level of consumer 
buying in the last month of the year. The unadjusted index of sa.es  on the base 1935 - 

139 equals 100(1) stood at 92.4 for January, 1941 compared with 84.2 for January, 
and 210.2 for December, 1940.  The index nizzibers adjusted for differences in number of 
business days and also for seasonal movements as reflected in the normal experience of 
the past ten years stood at 122.6 for January, 1941  compe.ed '.vith 132.2 for December and 
128.5 for November, 1940. The urieriying trend value for January was somewhat higher 
than that for October, 1940 when the adjusted indo: stood at 120.9 

Gains in January, 1941 over January, 1940  were general throughout the 
country but were much greater in the extreme iast and est than elsewhere. British 
Co1urthia reported an increase of 18 per cent ihi:10 sales in the Maritime Provinces were 
up 15 per cent. Increases for other regions vzer 10 per cent for Quebec, 10 per cent for 
Ontario and 5 per cent for the Prairie Provinces. 

11) In order to conform with other series of index numbers issuod by 
the Bureau of Statistics, the monthly indexes of retail sales have 
been recomputed using as base the average monthly sales over the 
five-year period 1935-1939  inclusive. The indexes on the new base 
are issued in this builein for the first time. 
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zzzz:  

Lonth 
1939 

January 	.. 	.........  71.0 
February 	....... .... . 

. 
71.0 

L:arch 	.............. 86.0 
April 	...............97.1 
May 	...............  101.4 
June 	................ 98.9 

75.0 
August 	............. 4 
July 	.................. 

September 	... . ...... 117.3 
. 0. 

132.4 
. 

October 	............. 
November 	............ 123.9 
December 	............ 188.9 

(a) Adjusted to allow for differences in number of business days and 
also for normal seasonal variations. 



SSICS CANADA LIBRARY 
FiE ST IISTQUE CANADA 

!lIIlI 
1010737667 


