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PRELTMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, JULY, 1941

' Department store sules in “anadéa in July, 1941, declined 17 per cent
below June, but were 16 per cent higher than in July a year ago. Unadjusted indexes
(on the base - 1935 to 1939 equals 100) stood at 102,2 for July, 1941, 88.0 for July,
19h0, and 123.7 for June, 1941, Cumulative tctals showed a gain of 17 per cent in the
first seven months of this year compared vith lagt,

The index adjusted ror &lfferences in number of business days and also
for normal seasonal movements advanced sherniy to 132.5 in July, 19&1, from the 123.1
recorded in the immediately preceding montn. The increase over July, 1940, when the
adjusted index was 114.6, amounted to i6 por cent, a gain similar to that recorded in the
unadJusted series.

INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1935-1939 = 100

19ko 1941
July May June July
Unedjusted indexes 88.0 1.2 18T 102.2
Adjusted indexes(a) L6 129,2 123,1 132.5

The largest among tae geins siown for various regions of the country
wag 2 23 per cent advance in the Maritime Provinces, Results for other sections of the
country revealed similar gains, en increase of 18 per cent in British Columbia being
followed by improvement of 16 per ceat in Quebec and 15 per cent in both Optario and the
Preirie Provinces.

DEPARTMENT STORE SALES TN CANACA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS

Sales of 18 department stores which reported a breakdown of sales by
departments averaged 17 per cent higher in July this year over last. Sales were higher
for all departments, with most cutstanding gains occurring in sales of durable gooda.
Hardware sales were 28 per cent higher than in July, 1940, while sales of household
appliances and electrical suppliee were up 27 per cent., Sales of radios and musical
instruments gained 21 per cent, home fuarnishings vecorded sales 20 per cent higher, while
furniture sales advanced 18 per cent, Salecs of food increased 16 per cent over July of
lagt year. Sales of women's clothing wore up 12 per cent, while men's clothing sales
gained 11 per cent and shoo sales were 10 per cent above laat year.

DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA

Ottawa department store sales were 10 per cent higher in July, 1941,
than in July, 1940, according to a supplemcntary swmmary which has been compiled for that
city. Sales declined 27 per cent below June. The gain over July, 1940, is the lowest
recorded in corresponding month comperisons zince the first of this year and compares
with an average gain of 20 per cent shovn for the first seven months of this year over
the corresponding ueriod = year ngo.

NOTE: The results for Quebec province mey b® taken as representative of the trend in
department store sales in the city of Mo:treal and the figures for British
Columbla are fairly indicative of the trend in sales in Vancouver. The number
of department stores in other Canadian cities is too small to permit the publi-
cation of separate indexecs.

(a) Adjusted to allow for differences in number of business days and also for normal
geasonal variglioase



DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SKELECTED DEPARTMENTS

JULY, 1940 and JULY,

3T

(Based on sales of 18 firms)

= - —=
July | July % Change
1940 | 1941 1941/1940
$ ¢
DR SRR v i el o s e o | G, M0 MR T 18,000,108 + 16,8
l. Women's dresses, coats and suits eteeecrseoccve 1,317,582 1,411,017 + 7.1
20 Girls' and infants' wear e ¢ PO P T PP I PrR serOrdORe ,.‘.02,58,4. 501)1{.27 + 21{..6
3' Hosiery and glovas e v e vecv s roereroorsnraesserde 585,1‘){)—} 629,58’-‘. + 7.5
4. Lingarie and corsets ceescoercsracecncrsrcerrec 775,666 916,880 + 18.2
Se Millinery seececervecccesesocrancccsracarasnos 112,845 123,382 + 8.3
6. Women's and children's apparel--(Total, 1-5) « | 3,194 121 3,582.090 + 12.)
7o Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings «.... 15730 ), 554,366 - + 108
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations «.. 505,001 585,902 + 16.0
90 Piece goods P e C s R N VNI LB RIS I E IR P ERIOELTEIPI AR SRS 1,182,619 1,585,962 +17.2
10. Small\vares P R A R R R R R N I A B AP A SR 1 ,-}9)-}’882 561,521 + 13.5
11. Food and kindred products seessscvcsccrrorceny 1,610,606 1,864,728 + 15.8
12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) . 1,086,611 1,283,609 | + 18.1
13- Home furnishings PP eI P ee s N sOeP IO TP R BRIORPEBRORESEERETDY ‘ 1,169,21&2 1,398,&71 + ]9.6
14. Household appliancos and elecctrical supplies . | 497,667 633,039 L a7.e
i .
15. Hardware and kitchen utensils cececvecceseasss 667,985 | 854,987 i + 28.0
; } |
!
16, Radios, musical instruments and supplies seces 186,845 225,407 1 + 20.6
! ; i
17. Shoes and other footweaBr sevecorccreasrsscorsas { 1,100,962 i 1,215,558 | + 10.4
| |
18, Stationery, books znd magnzines creccocecsoros i 176,556 ! 207,288 - #1714
! ; ;
19 KLl othor dopartbnts, Wpdal ., .qcewevcroro.. o | 1,989,544 | 2,481,233 + 24,7
‘ N
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