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PRELIiINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALNS, APRIL, 1942

Depurtment store sales in Canada in April, 1942, were 10 per cent above April
last yeer and stood 3 per cent over liarch, 1942. Unadjusted indexes (on the base, aver=
age for 1935 to 1939 egquals 100) stood at 144.8 for April, 1942, 141.1 for March, 1942,
and 132.2 for April, 1941. Sales in the first four months of this year averaged 18 per
cent abeve the corresponding period of 1941.

After adjusting for differences in number of business days eand for normal
geagsonal vagiations, as well as for the shifting date of Baster, the index stood at
148.5 for April, down 5 per cent from March, 1942, when heavy purchases of clothing and
footwear caused the adjusted index to reach a peak of 156¢9. The adjusted index for
April was only slightly below the average adjusted index for the first quarter of the
year, and was 1l per cent above the 133.4 recorded in April, 1941,

INDEXES OF TH® DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORZ SaLkS, 1935-1939 = 100

941 1942
April February March Apkil
Unadjusted Indoxes 132.2 1074 141.1 144.8
Adjusted Indexes (a) 133+4 142.7 © 156.9 148.5

Regional increases in dollar volume of sales in Lpril, 1942, over april, 1941,
with increases for the first four months of this yeer over lest in brackets, were as
follows: Maritime Provinces, 18 per cent (24 per cent); Queboc, 11 per cent, (19 per
cont); Ontario, 6 per cent (18 per cent); Preirie Provinces, 10 per cent (15 per cent);
and British Cclumbia, 17 per cent (18 per cent).

DEP#RTHENT STORE S.LES IN CiNiaDi, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS

hpril sales of 18 departmental firms which reported sales by departments
averaged 8 por cent higher than in the same month of last year. Increases in all depart-
monta werc moro moderate than thoso recorded in March. Salos of piece goods wero 19 per
cont ebove April, 1941; mon's clothing sales were up 14 por cont, footwoar sules gained
4 per cent, while a minor rise of 2 per cont was rcported for sales of women's clothinge
Hardware sales increzsed 17 per cent, randio and musicol instruments were 14 por cent
nbove april a year ago and food sales woere up 9 per conte

DEPLRTMENT STORIK SALES IN OTTiwh

Ottewa departmsnt store sales cveraged 10 per cent highor in April thie year
ovor last.

Nete: Tho szlos indoxes given in this bulletin zre based on dollar volume of businces
transectod. No adjustinonts are mado for prico changes. The indexos do not
rofloct changes in the quantitios of goods purchasod.

() #djusted to 2allow for difforences in numbor of business days, for normal seasonal
variations ené fer thu shifting date of Eastere
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DEPARTHMEIT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELICTED DEPARTLENTS

APRIL, 1941 AND APRIL, 1942

(Based on dollar sales of 18 firms)

—

} April April % Change,
1941 1942 1942/41
3 [}
TOTAL SALES -..................‘_2&J636,092 26,541,896 + 7.7

1. Women's dresses, cocts and suits es..... vescene 3,347,586 3,321,795 - 0.8
2. Girls' and infanis' WeAr esccvsresssavesceessso]| 1,005,887 1,031,395 + 2.5
3. Hosiery and gloves -cece::.. paaaek o 309 weaun il | LAY, 404 1,158,159 ¥ s
4. Lingerie and cOTSets ersesveveraversoroverrorss 92,979 1,047,216 +14.7
5. Millinery sceccseovecsosccecscosrscsnersrancons 533,776 465,541 -12.8
6. Women's and children's apparel =-- (Total, 1-5).| 6,897,642 7,024,106 + 1.8
7. len's and boys' clothing and furnishings sesssefl 2,758,086 3,150,915 +1442
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ... 575,476 664,809 +15.5
R T ailn. sabeve ot vissuliamvss sengonsworssovdoll 1,380,658 1,644,095 419.1
10. SMEIIWAIeS cotvsrvecoosnccrsttsvetarsrvroseosonanse L6059 807,308 +13.6
BRE Wl cnd Idhindeail PAOTMEEE & s ¢ ¢ iws oo basevad] 2,145,299 2,332,194 + 8.7
12. Furniture (including matiresses and springs) -.| 1,338,646 1,416,050 + 5.8
13. Home furnishings eceeeseessocnscessoacenasseossel 1,776,044 L. 876178 + 546
14+ Household appliances and.electrical supplies... 761,992 815,345 + 7.0
15. Hardware and kitchen utensils «veeevecerecarens 1,249,536 1,458,091 +16 7
16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies eeesse 253,480 289,184 +14e1
17. Shoes and other foOtwear sessssscescesssreneesssff 2,010,212 2,085,840 + 3.8
18. Stetionery, books end magezines ceececeseverces 251,453 289,155 +15.0
13 All other departments, totale.ccocveseveressesed 2,526,713 2,688,625 + 6.4
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