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MONTHLY INDSXGS OF RETAIL SALES, OCTOBER, 1940

Further marked gains in Canadian retail trade were recorded in
October, when composite figures for twelve lines of business were 12 per cent above
October, 1539 and 16 per cent over September, 1940. Unadjusted indexes on the base 1930
equals 100 were as fellows: 102.7 for October, 1940, 92.1 for October, 1939 and 88.9
for September, 1940.

Part of the increase over October, 1939 must be atiributed to the
extra day in October this year compared with last. After adjustment for +the differenas
in the number of business days, and also for normal seasonal variations, the general
index stood at 93.7, 8 per cent above the 86.9 recorded in October, 1939 and 3 per cent
hizher than the 91.0 shown for September of this year. Adjusted indexes for tem of the
twelve individual lines of business ineluded in this survey showed improvemsnt in
October, 1940 over September.

All lines of business for which statistics are available shared in
the increase over October, 1939 but featured in the results are gains of 18 per cent in
variety store sales, 24 per cent in candy store sales, 16 per cent in sales of both gro=-
cery and moat and drug storegs and 13 per cent in sales of women's clothing stores.
Sales of hardware stores and music and radio stores were both up 10 per cont, while in-
creases of 9 per cent wero shown for sales ef boot and shoo stores, men's clothing
stores and restaurants. Department store sales were up 7 per cent and furniture store
sales, 3 per cent over October a year a0y

Rogional comparisons roveal that gains wero gonorally widosproad,
with the Maritime Provinces continuing to roport mors substantial incrcasos than those
for other sections. Changes in the customary seasongl distribution of purchasing power
in the Prairie Provinces resulting froa the prosent ragulations covering the marketing
of grain are reflected to soms dogree in retail trade statistics for that region of the
country. Depurtment store salos in the Prairie Provincos wore 8 por cent lowor in
Octobor of this year than last; men's clothing store sclos wore down by 10 por cent
while increases for other lines of business were genoerally smaller than those rocordad
alsewhere.

Corrusponding-month comparisons on a rogional basis ure nowv availe
able for boot and shoe stores and for jowollery storcs, and = summary appears on pags 2
of this bulletin, Jowellary stors salos were higher in all parts of the country, avor-
aging 12 per cent greater in October, 1940 than in tho same month o yoar ago. Sales of
boot and shoc stores were dowm 3 per cont in the Prairie Provinces, bui recorded sube
stential gains in 211 other regions.

Comparative figures for dopartment sioros onm 2 dopartmental bnsis
show that increascs for departients decling in durable goods weras gonornlly nigher than
those spocializing in soft merchondisc. Salos of the furnituro dopartmont were 20 por
cent cbove October o year ngo; houschold applianees and electrical supslios wore up 18
per cent and home furnishings, 17 poer cont. S2les in the rodio nnd nusicecl instrument
department did not follow the same gonorel trond but declined by 8 per cont bolow October,
L1939

Womon's and childron's apparol goinod 7 por coni, inerocnsos for sube
groups within this departmont ~s o whole.ranging from 4 per ecent to 13 poer cont. Snles
of tho mon's clothing ond furnishings depertment were down by 4 per cent.



It should be noted that a comparison of the trends in sales for
specialty siores and for the corresponding depariments of department stores is not al-
together valid due to the diversity in content of the merchandise carried in the twe
types. It must also be remembered that the indexes of salss do not necessarily indicate
the trend in business for individual commodities. For examnle, some of the stores in
the radio and music classification sell items such as furniture or electrical appliances
in addition to radios, pianos or other musical instruments.

Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1939 and 1940, by Kinds of Business

— - - - — -
- - - - e— - -—
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i October, 1940 Cumulative

§ 4+ or - per cent Indexes

Kind of Business compared with
]
October October Seotember Jan.=0¢t., 1940
1930 . 1838 1940 Jan.-0ci., 1939

General Index .. ..... 5 - 4.4 + 11.5 + 15.5 + 10.9
Boots and Shoes ...... L - 13.4 + 9.4 - 0.5 ¥ 65
L T - 26.0 + 24.4 + 13.8 + 16.7
Men's Glothing ........ - 3.0 + 8.8 + 33.9 + 13.0
Women's Clothing ... + 6.6 + 13.3 + 30.0 + 14.0
Departmental ......-. ah = Gl = i +23.7 + 11.1
O e - & o i s ! + 9.5 #.2.6s0 + 10.5 + 7.1
1 T R + 1.0 £ Y + 8.4 + 15.8
Groceries and iieats .. + 2.5 + 16.1 + 11.17 + 9.9
SRR ] oo o050 o Diolhi e & - 6.2 + 9.9 + 7.0 + T2
Music end Radio «c..... - 35.5 + 9.9 + 6.0 +23.1
Recstaurant -........... - 28.0 + 9.2 + 1.6 + 8.2
Ay - .. coheeen.. . . + 13.0 + 17.8 + 16.1 + 15.1

Comparison of Retail Sales of Boot and Shoe Stores and Jewellery Stores,

October, 1939 and October, 1940

Sales in October, 1940,
compared with sales in October, 1939
Region
Boot and Jewellery
- Shoe Stores Stores
Canada .. -« .... o Bl ey + 9.4 4+ 11.9
Maritime Provinces .............. . + 20.1 +21.1
L R o4 S N T + 8.3 * 163
- {O1a Mo IR D0l ST o 0 < 50 6 + 9.8 4+ 11.6
Prairie Provinces ................ » 3.0 + 9.3
British Columbia «............. LI + 14.9 + 17.0
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B. Corrected for Number of Business Dajfé.
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C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.
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(h) Candy indexes are based larzely upon returns from retail candy chains.

(¢) Includes men's furnishin
(d) Revised to census trend.

(f) Final figures.



INDEX NULBFRS OF RETAIL SALES - (Average for 1930 ® 100)

A. Unadjusted.

B.

Corrected for Number of Business Days.
C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.

I EEITE I TR I T IS T T T IR IS T I AT IR TR TR TR R =3 FETE - - = e ==
) epartmental o o Furniture i Groceries and leats
igey_ond TGN A B | G B 0 c _‘g ] 1 G N 4 B G
| :
October, 1929 +.-..- 128.6 1227 106.7 106.5 ! 104.5 105.6 148.3 141.9 122.4 1 114.6 112.0 112.0
Bediaber:, ~1980. 54w 1153 111-3 96.8 b - 98.3 96.0 97.0 106. 3 101.7 879 98.4 94.7 94.7
Qsdober, 1930 %t aiw 94.4 88.4 76.9 91.0 87.0 87.9 101.8 95.2 82.1 91.2 82.5 82.5
Qctober, 1932 +vv.w. 81.2 79.2 68.9 81.4 80-1 80.9 65.5 63-3 54.6 76-6 72.7 T2.7
October, 1933 +c.... Ol 2 80.5 70.0 The 238 T4.5 63.1 62.4 55.7 71.6 72.8 72.8
October, 1934 ...... 83.9 80.4 69.9 77-5 76.5 77.3 T3 T4.0 66.) 5.3 T4.4 Fdai 4
October, 1935 ..-... 87.6 83.6 .. 7 80.4 78.8 79. 89.2 85.4 s 2 77-5 75.6 75.6
Octaber, 1936 ...... 94.7 88. 7 77-2 89.9 85.9 84.2 104.2 97. 4 87.0 86.0 77-9 7949
October, 1937 «a---- 94.0 91.4 79.5 94.9 92.5 90.7 103.8 100. 4 89.7 93.2 86.9 86.9
Qetober, 1938 ...... 87.9 88.9 -3 94.2 92.7 90.9 93.8 94.0 79.6 86.3 83.6 83.6
October, 1939 ...... 100.8 103. 6 90.0 92.7 93.4 91.6 104. 4 107.2 90.9 86.9 90.2 90.2
@eftiar, 1940 . ... 107.6 106.3 92.4 107-6 105.6 103. 17, 5 106.5 90.2 100. 9 100.7 J6R.- 5
vV
November .-....... 94. 4 93.3 528 90.8 92 ) 92.1 88.6 87.8 82.9 88.7 88.9 89.8
B8cember . .5 . 144.1 145.1 89.0 123. 4 119.3 96.2 i 11y B, 1i.6 95.6 107.9 102.5 92.4
1940
JEARUAEY v - - oo - 64.2 63.6 86.0 88.4 87.3 93.9 59.0 58.5 88.7 87.4 88.3 92.0
February ......... 64.7 66.2 82.8 86.7 90.9 92.8 72.0 74.0 89.1 90.5 93-3 2
March «..-- - ... .. 72.8 NG 80.8 94.7 92.3 95.2 8. 3 74.5 89.7 104.5 104.2 100.2
L S R, 80.3 79.6 81.2 39.9 91.8 93.7 93.8 92.9 83«7 97.6 99.4 97.5
R L T L 85.4 84.4 82.7 92.9 90.9 94. 7 117.2 116.2 93.7 103.9 104.2 101.1
P S AL 83.0 83.9 81.4 91.0 92.0 95.8 ‘ 98.3 98. 6 100. 6 110.8 107-3 107.3(f)
. S | 67.1 66.5 8y.5 93.5 92.3 96.1 80.4 To7 103.6 92.1 93-0 94.9
R, . v o 76.1 B3 89.1(f) 100.0 | 95.6 97.6(f) 106. 1 93.7 94.7(1) 103.3 93.6 101.7
September ........ 87.0 92.7 89.2 97.4 ! A0 § 99.5 99-1 105.6 89.5 90.3 96.1 96-1
OZ0Oher .. i §p s 107.6 106.3 92.4 107.6 | 105.6 103. i 107. 4 106.5 90.2 100. 9 100. 7 100.7
: , l[

. -

(d) Revised to census trend.

(f) Final figures.



IND5X NUMBERS CF RETAIL SALES - (Average for 1930 = 100)

h- Unadjusted. B. Corrected for Number of Business Days.
C. hdjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.

e, i N i Hardware ; Husic & Radio(d) i, Restzurants(d) . w SAVETROTEY
Year and Halth | L= eoEY ol T B C {F A | R e e
i | i i o
October, 1929 ...... 137.5 130.5 113. 4 “ 206.6 195.8 136.0 P 118.1 115.9 115.9 | 0564 | 12942
October, 1930 ...... NI 119.7 113.6 93.8 ! 139.8 132.5 92.0 y  98.5 96.3 96.3 [+ 90, A 102.4
O8tober, 1931 ... ... 86.8 82.3 U6 # 103.0 97.6 69.7 :  178.5 76.0 76.0 | o7 98.6
Bstiobar, 1932 ...... Pl 2 70. 4 e 62.2 2 45.3 59.4 58.5 58.5 871 82.4
October, 1933 ...... 203 69.7 60. 6 52.0 51.2 38.5 | 55.6 55.3 55.3 . 80.8 R
October, 1934 ...... 84.17 80.4 69.9 67-4 63.9 48.4 . 58.9 57.8 57.8 | . 88a3 84.4
Octiobery 1935 ..---» 86.3 81.9 Tl 2 7.5 13-4 55.6 R 62.5 62.5 i 90.4 88.1
B tabel;: 1936 . . . .- 94.6 89.4 77.8 L™ 87t 82.8 65.17 ¢ 65.2 63.2 63.2 | 10d. 7 9 -2
October, 1937 «..... 96.17 95.0 82.6 | 85.2 83.8 66.5 L 67.2 65.9 65.9 108,15 96-6
October, 1938 ...... 100. 38 103.0 89.5 79-1 80.9 64.2 ! 62.3 61.3 63 . . 98-8 96.0
October, 1939 ...... 102.2 104.5 90.9 82.1 84.0 66.7 b . BhS 64.6 64.6 [ inge1 104.6
October, 1940 ... ... e 110.5 96.1 90.2 88.17 70.4 I 70.9 69.6 69.6 ! .7 119. 4
933 '
November ......... 89.4 88.0 88.0 79.3 78.0 62.4 | 63.0 63.9 66.6 | 102.0 102.3
December .. ...... 102.0 104.3 95.17 93.0 95.2 69.0 69.0 67.17 66.4 ! 205.7 199.2
1940 I :
SMBYY <. o - v Duk 59.2 58.3 97.1 l 57.5 56.5 71.6 l 60.0 58.9 63.3 67.1 67.5
February -.«..cv. 54.0 55.2 95.3 59.0 60.4 76.5 58.3 61.2 63.7 a0 14.3
R e 64.3 65.8 94.0 62.5 63.9 78.9 ' G5 62.1 64.1 93.9 91.3
T R PR | 89.5 88.1 84.7 74.3 P 78.6 62.2 63.0 62.4 86.3 86.9
MRy - --.-0 el s 80 | JliEss 89.8 95.6 94.1 g2.5 65.1 63.7 63.7 103.1 103.3
ey o S 1 | 113.2 9.0 o 94.3 96.4 106.0 62.17 63.17 63.1(f) 109.4 106-4
T T I 98.4 96.8 gg 68.0 66.9 8§, 7 66. 4 65.2 63-3 103-5 104.1
~FH AT S e 102.5 P Y 94. 3(f) 69.0 65.3 84.9(1) 71.4 69.2 65-3 110.9 101.5
September ........ 105.0 1IN0 93-3 85.1 90. 7 T2 69.8 Mo 68.3 102.6 109.2
B . Ll : Bl2.3 110.5 96.1 ’ 90.2 88.7 70.4 70.9 69.6 69.6 ! L9s) 119.4

(d) Revised to census trend.
(f) Final figure.



WNADTUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SAI1SS--(AVERAGS FOR 1936 = 100)

R PR & e TN R UL e T e 1
—Year and Month l__ CAN .DA.-J....P.I.:qar.in.c.e.s. ..juebec ] _ Cniario | Provinces | Columbia
G le il Lons e 080 MEeTe BICHRSARIEERRIE
October, 1936 -.. 139.5 116.1 12088 '} IR 175.5 136.0
October, 1937 ... 148 3 123.8 135.9 150. 4 143.3 131.3
October, 1938 ... 120.2 103.0 104.7 113.9 173.0 114.9
October, 1939 ... 134.0 122.2 114.4 18hab 192.3 126.0
October, 1940 ... 145. 7 174.9 133.3 143.1 174.0 127.6
1940

I < 5 - s ool 187 -9 133-1 119.5 101.0 100.8 99.9

R o e - | . 118.6 14248 2842 115.1 105. 4 108.2

T R 95.0 136.0 91.7 92.7 87.1 93.2

SRl <. .. d 97.6(f) 138.3 92.0 94.9 86.8 109.7

September -+... 108.9 138.8 99.9 W 1 115.3 105.3

October ««-.... 145.7 174.9 133-3 143.1 174.0 e .8
% Change,

Ogtober, 1940 . i 13, i . - q.c .

Octobor 1939 f 8.8 f43 1 +16.5 + 8.7 9.5 f 1.3
% Changs,

Jan. =Cct., 1940 y il

Ton —Oct 1939 f13;o f37.3 f10.9 14,1 | 2.8 f T+

s AR Women's Clothing Stores 1 !

October, 1936 ... 132.9 12T:4- 130.1 134.8 1%4.7 i 117.4
October, 1937 ... {1 137.9 137.4 34, 144.6 133.5 120.9
October, 1938 ... | 122.7 122.5 114.8 118.6 145.0 118.2
October, 1939 ...} 131.0 136.9 11942 §31:3 151.5 129.3
October, 1940. ... 148.4 187.6 143.6 146.17 155.9 141.8
=280,

e 118.4 17658 1288 108.5 118.9 130.2

R o - oo i 116.8 151. 4 12148 111.6 108.7 131.9

R . ;o 96.3 BT/ 91.1 94. 5 93.7 110.8

Aughiat ........ 96.4(1) 137l 84.2 95.17 93.1 121.9

September ..... P 141.2 101. 5 119.4 7.9 122.4
 Qetobay ..cv. .. 148. 4 07 143.6 146.17 155.9 141.8
;« Change,

.J be k. li‘ O f . L4 . ’ . L
§%°?$T?ﬁ7 +13.3 437.0 +20.5 +13. 7T +2.9 + 9.1
o . - . - . .
Jan, SOB+. , 1940 i .
| T e 1939:| +14.o f3o.4 +11.3 +15.5 + 7.6 f16'4

P R —— A-—'—'qrvxo.ccec—rl «a-&dc -o} .I_S'a_f_“ —S‘t-o..l-':»eq-so-r - - e e e e - ———

BN, 1536 ... 0 108.4 | (&), 1 . 105:4 109.7 113.6 ! 1045
October, 1937 ..« 117.5 (a) Ko L3346 117.5 124.8 120.6
dctober, 1938 ...,g 108.3 (a) 110.9 109.5 107.2 99.8
October, 1939 e.. 't 109.5 (a) 1096 108.0 115.4 10745
October, 1940 ... 127.2 (a) 121§ 128.4 1383 1279
1940 '

I\zay ce e s e v v! 131'1 (a) 131'0 129.8 134‘0 133'2

June ,...ﬁ..n.‘;] 139.8(f) (a) 139.2 134.9 151. 7 149.3

July pesaesdece !! 11601 (a) 105'9 115‘3 134'3 130'0

August +..... S Bk H (a) 115.9 128.9 158.0 146.7

September ..... i 113.8 (a) 107.9 L1210 130.3 115.5

B b ..o 12742 (a) 13113 128, 4 136.3 127.9
,- Jhange, V

October, 1940 -3}  416.1 +10. +18. 9 #18.1 +19.0

October, 1939 | 1 (a) T ' g
% hange, |

Jan. ~Oc*t. , 194ol| +9.9 (a) + 6.4 + 9.4 +15. 4 +18.1

O Y ————— O Sy W L e —— T

A — v -

a) Figures for liaritime Provinces are withheld to avoid disclasing individual operations.
¢) Includes men's furnishings.
f) Final figures.
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NUMBSRS OF RETAIL SALES--(AVERAGE FOR 1936 = 100).
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'{"' T T Maritime Prairie British
Jear aqnjiujggj‘ JCANADA | Provinces Juebec Onvario Provinces | _ Golumbia
- - - I Department Stores s
- --ie -y L - ?" - - A T W -
October, 1936 ... 126.1 116.5 126.0 118.0 146.8 12150
October, 1937 ... 125.8 12850 124.1 123 7 130.5 12%2
Qatober, 1538 -. - TG, log- & 116.5 109.1 131.9 117.0
October, 1939 ... 134.4 125.2 126 1 122.3 161.9 122.6
October, 1940 ... 143.5 154.5 i43.3 138.2 149.6 140.5
1940
B o e )ik . 113-9 126.8 129. 4 115.0 103.5 109.1
B .. 110.6 129 1 124.0 1.8 99.8 % 41
July . e Clo o 8905 105-1 88'1 8602 84-6 104-0
BREUSt . oo 101.5(f) TS0 102.5 L0050 89.7 124.0
September ..... 116.0 115.8 123.1 118.9 107.4 119.0
EEGher .- s 143.5 154.5 143. 3 138.2 149.6 140.5
4 Change,
October, 1940 - K 23. 4 . . - 1. \
Oetobor 1539 4 6.7 +23.4 411.9 +13.0 2+b +14.6
Change, |
Jan.=0ct. . 19404 4 7 L
Jan. ~0ct., 1939 v’ AR +20.6 -i-ll.O -?-..2-7 + 6.5 +11. 4
F a Variety Steres
October, 1936 ... 111.9 113.8 109.9 Tk, 5 122.9 102.3
October, 1937 +..J{ 113.9 119.7 115.6 1187 L. 1 105.6
October, 1938 ... 109.8 1206 118.9 103. 6 122.3 107.9
October, 1939 ... 2.9 1126 118.5 106.9 121.4 111.7
October, 1940 ... R4 153.0 139.6 124.5 137.9 122.7
1940
B e 114.5 13852 134.4 106.2 104.1 109.6
BRE. <. o - i g 131.6 141.8 1gY 106.7 Tids 1
B o o ocioe s 115.0 132.2 1284 107.7 109.9 119.1
BBt "o oo ouie s p 144.5 pe o 116.4 109.6 132.0
September ..... 114.0 133.0 122.0 106.5 w7 .5 120. 4
October ««.-... 132.3(f) 153.0 139.6 124.5 137-9 13wy
a Change,
October, 1940 - ’ J r +16. 413.6 +9.8
ey +17.8 +37.1 +17.8 16.5 _13 g
% Change,
JRRE00t,, J200Y 415, +26.8 +13.8 +14.1 +11.8 +11.1
Janv -OCt0 ’ 1939 i 3
. SRS U N SR L o el R -
i ‘ }
Getober, 1936 ...5i 107.8 104. 4 105. 9 104.2 118.6 112.7
October, 1937 ...E, 113.8 116.0 . 110.8 118.4 §i23. 6
October, 1938 ... 1 113.0 108. 1 111.9 108.2 126.0 119.1
October, 1939 ... | 111.1 108.5 113.0 105.1 8.5 116. 4
Yctober, 1940 ... . 129.0 23 1 126.3 252 2402 135.4
4740 I
| NS !i 111. 4 115.4 118 110.5 114.0 108.5
g " s N 109.1 T 5 109.0 110.7 104.4 108.8
July «vovvinn. H-1128-3 119.5 108.4 114.1 106.0 115.6
Booet - .- .o9- .;t 119.9(f) 135.4 114.8 119.5 118.5 123.9
September......%l 116.8 122.8 138 -3 115.8 120.0 1992
October - ." 12k g 137.3 126.3 123.2 o5 Py 135.4
ﬂ Change, H
Qetobex, 3940 - Il 46,9 +26.4 +11.8 ) +14.1 +16.3
October, 1939 i , ) 1 , i .
% Change, !l
Ja o J&:Q N !
J2:1,~0c 1240’; + 7.7

Jan.~0ct., 1939

+14.1

i3

Bk

+ 6.3

+ 7.9

(£) Final figures.
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELEGTED DEPARTMENT

OCTOBER, 1939 AND QCTOBZR, 1940

(Based on sales of 21 firms)

——— T R - - -
-

—— e

i October October % Change
l
: 1939 1940 | 1940/39
; :
TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ........... i 64,602,978 § 26,108 682 | S8
I
1. Women's dresses, coats and suits seever. . vu. s 2,790,988 3,012,326 + 1.9
2. Girls' and infants® WeAr «......ie.i.iiin.... dl 1,085,950 | 1,227,994 ) + 283
B LRy Al ELOPRE Wik - o i g s b s D AR 1,202,580 1,245,321 + 3.6
. e anierandi caraete . o e o tames Aok oo onil bl 1,033,073 1,130,836 + 4.4
e REE TS R P SRR S R I ¢ w917 399,801 + 1.5
6. Women's and children's apparel--(Total, 1-5) 6,534,309 74008, 478 + 1.4
7. len's end boys' clothing and furnishings ..... 3,690,461 3,546,602 - 3.9
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations .. 536,734 584,375 + 8.9
BN Riscenpacds ... .:..% .- Sk nen ool B Renst =, 4 LU SR LN 1,950,106 1,993,546 ACL 0 )
MR TS A AWETE 8¢ e cxerstennh b S b oo iowar . by o 820,065 874,554 + 6.6
|
1l. Food and kindred products ««,...c0.cuen.ven.s 1,820,105 1,957,023 + Yl
12. Furniture {including mattresses, springs) .... ylgsuRa 6 1,435,652 + 20.0
L cfiame TR | . . .V BT e oo B sl R v 1,594,635 1,857,233 4+ 16.5
14. Household appliances and electrical suppliec . 709,693 838,812 + 18.2
15. Hardware and kitchen utensils ................ 686,437 789,995 4+ 15.1
16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies ..... 431,281 396,038 - 8.2
.  Shdes pnd «ather TOOTTRAT wu've & <\ o s e LG 1,945,871 IS 83 - 1.8
18. Stationery, books and magazines .............. ‘ 27€ 013 313,801 + 15.0
! £
19. A1l other departments, tOtel «....c........... | 2,435,322 | 2,588,012 | + 6.3

- —— .-
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