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LtONTHLY INDE)S OF RETAIL SALES, DECE! RER, 1940 

General Summary 

Heavy consumer demand for electrical appliances and equipment in antici-
pation of higher prices arising from import restrictions and new taxation schedules 
constitutes the outstanding feature of the retail trade of Canada during the last month 
of the year. Sales of specialty stores dealing in radios, musical bistruments and 
electrical appliances and equipment were approximately 50 per cent higher in December, 
1940 than in December of 1939  while the increase for the household appliance and elect-
rical supplies department of department stores was only slightly less at 46 per cent. 
Moderate increases ranging from 3 per cent for shoe stores to 13 per cent for candy 
stores were recorded for other trades while composite figures for the twelve lines of 
business included in the monthly survey averaged 11 per cent above the level of December, 
1939 and 28 per cent above November, 1940. The general index of retail sales on the 
base, 1930 equals 100, stands at 135.0 for December, 1940, 105.8 for November, 1940 and 
122.1 for December, 1939- 

Retail sales are normally considerably higher in December than in any 
other month of the year on account of the Christmas trade. On allowing for differences 
in the number of business days in different months and also for normal seasonal move-
ments, the adjusted general index for December, 1940 stands at 102.4, compared with 95.9 
f or November, 93.7 for Octobor, 90.8 for September and 87.9 for December, 1939- 

The gain in salos in December, 1940 over 1939  v,as about on a par with the 
average spread recorded between the two years during earlier months, cumulative figures 
for the twelve-month period of 1940 averaging 12 per cent above the preceding year. 
This increase in dollar volume must be attributed in part to an increase in the quantity 
of goods sold and, in part, to a rise in price levels but it is impossible to say to 
what extent each of these two factors affects the results for the retail trade as a 
whole. The Bureau's retail food prices index averaged 5 per cent in 1940 than in 1939 
while dollar salosof grocery and meat store sales were up by 10 per cent indicating that 
higher prices and increased quantities of food products sold were about equally import-
ant in producing the higher dollar volume. An increase of 8 per cent in rtai1 clothing 
prices compares with gains of 14 per cent and 15 per cent in dollar sales of men's and 
omon's clothing stores respectively, indicating a somewhat similar rolationship.in the 

relative importance of the two factors. 
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A11 sections of the country reported increased businuss in 1940  over  1939 
but gains woro more pronounced in the uxtromo east and west than elsewhere. Composite 
figures for six lines of business for which data on a regional basis are now available 
serve to give some idea of the general trends and show that sales in the Maritime 
Provinces were up about 17 per cent in 1940  over  1939  while British Columbia trado was 
up by 14 per cent. Sales in Ontario wore up 12 per cent; the Prairio Provinces, 10 per 
cent and Quebec, 9 per cant. 

Results for Inlividual Trades 

Shoe store sales gained 3 per cent in December, 1940 over December, 1939 
and ioro up 15 per cont compared with November. Tho small increase over Doccmbor, 1939 
and the less than seasonal increase from November is a result of the marked activity in 
this trade during November arising from the cold weather prevailing during the latter 
part of the month and the consequent transaction of a considerably portion of the normal 
Docombor business during the earlier period. innua1 Was for 1940  averaged 11 por cent 
above 1939- 

Candy store sales incroasod 18 per cent above December, 1939  and gained 
by more than the usual seasonal amount from Novombor, the seasonally adjusted index 
advancing from 70.7 for November to 75.2 for Docomber. The annual totals wore up by 18 
per cent from 1939- 

- 	Mon's clothing sorc sales vero up 12 per cent from December, 1939  and 
increased 25 per cent over Novembor, the seasonally adjusted index rising from 94.9 for 
November to 99.7  for Docombor, Sa1s for the year woro up 14 per cent from 1939.  Ro-
suits on a regional basis shc:i the Maritime Provinces loading both in the December and 
annual comparisons. Porcontr.go increases in Docombor, 1940  over  1939  for the various 
economic divisions with the annual results in brackets are as follows: Maritimo Provin-
cos, 19 per cent (33 per cent) ; Quebec, 14 per cent (13 per cent) ; Ontario, 13 por 
cent (15 per cent) ; Prairie Provinces, 6 par cent (5 per cent) and British Columbia, 
8 per cont (8 per cent). 

Jomcn's clothing store sales gained 14 per cent over December, 1939  and 
'.ere up by 31 per cant over November, the seasonally adjusted index rising from 94.9 for 
November to 99.7 for Docombor while the annual tot.ls woro 15 per cent above the level 
of 1939. Regional incroasos for the r.ienth and f or the year ore as follows: Maritime 
Provinces, 17 per cant (29 per cant) ; Quoboc, 21 par cent (13 per cont) ; Ontario, 13 
per cent (15 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 6 per cant (10 per- cent) and British 
CoJ.unbir., 13 per cent (17 per cont). 

Department store sales increased II per cent over December, 1939  and 
gainod 39 per cent from Novomber, the seasonally adjustod index continuing the upward 
trend evident in earlier months and rising from 98.1 for Noverebor to 101.0 for Docembor. 
The annual totals were up by 12 per cent. Department store sales registered larger 
increases in the Maritime Provincs than in other soctions both for the month of December 
and also for the entire year Increases for each of the five divisions of the country 
for the month and for the year are as follows: Maritime Provinces, 20 per cont (20 per 
cent); Quebec, 9 per cent (11 per cent); Ontario, 12 per cant (13 per cent); Prairie 
Provinces, 8 per cent (9 per cent) and British Columbia, 14 par cent (13 per cent). 

Drug store salos averaged 15 per cent higher in December, 1940 than in 
December, 1939 and wore up 39 per cent from November, the seasonally adjusted index 
rising from 99.8 in Novobcr to 114.2 in December. Sales for the year wore up by 9 per 
cent. Rogional figures show the iirtritireo Provinces leading, both for the month under 
review and also in the annual totals. Increases for the iwnth and for the year follow: 
Maritime Provinces, 24 per cent (15 per cent); Quoboc, 22 per cent (7 per cent) 
Ontario, 12 per cent (9  per cent); Prairie Provinces, 12 per cent (7 per cent); 
British Columbia, 13 per cent (9 per cent). 

Furniture store Bales gainud 16 per cent over December and wore 32 par 
cent higher than in November, the seasonally adjusted index rising from 89.7 for Novm-
bor to 113.9  for Docembor. Sales for the year wore up by 16 per cent. 
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GrOCery aid r:sat store sales .ncreased 5 per cent over tiecember, 1939  and 
..ere 8 per cent above the level of November. The comparatively small increase over 
2ecember of 1939 must be attributed to the fact that there was one more Saturday in 
December, 1939  than in December, 1940.  On making allowance for differences in the number 
of business days having regard to differences in the sales importance of different days 
of the week and on making allowance for the usual seasonal movements, the seasonally 
adjusted index of grocery and meat store sales moved upward from 99.2 in November to 
106.9 in December. Results on a regional basis are as follows: 	Quebec, 2 per cent 
(7 per cent) ; Ontaric, 7 per cent (10 per cent) ; Prairie Provinces, 5 per cent (15 per 
cent) and British Columbia, 6 per cent (17 per cent). 

Hardware store sales gained 16 per cent over December, 1939 and were also 
up 16 per cent from November, the seasonally adjusted index advancing from 101.0 in 
November to 111.5 in December. Annual sales for 1940  were up 9 per cent from 1939- 

Music and radie s±.cre sales gained 49 per cent over December, 1939  and 
were up 52 per cent from November resulting in a pronounced rise in the seasonally 
adjusted inde; from 72.1 in November to 102.8 in December. Annual sales were 26 per 
cent above 1939.  The music and radio classification includes stores selling radios 
:j±h or without musical instruments and in which stocks of electrical appliances are 
also generally carried. Marked increase in December sales reflects the heavy demand for 
electrical merchandise before the rise in retail prices resulting from the new excise 
tax of 25 per cent on the manufacturers price took place. 

Restaurant receipts gained 7 per cent over December, 1939 and were also 7 
per cent higher than in November, 1940. The gain over November was about in line with 
the usual seasonal movement, the seasonally adjusted index advancing from 71.6 in Novem-
ber to 71.9 in December. Annual sales wore up 8 pox cent over 1939- 

Variety stores transactod 11 per cent more business in December, 1940 
thin in 1939  and gained 83 per cent over November, the seasonally adjusted index 
advancing from 116.5 in November to 120.3 in December. Sales for the year were up 15 
per cent. Rosults on a regional basis show the follov:ing increases for the month under 
review and for the year: Maritimo Provinces 23 per cent (27 Per  cent); Quoboc, 8 
per cent (13 pc.r cent) ; Ontario, 12 per cent (14 per cent); Prairie Provincos, 7 per 
cent (11 per cent) and British Columbia, 4 per cent (10 per cent). 

Results for jewellery stores are not incorporated in the general indexes 
of sales but returns from a sairnle number of stores in this trade indicate that 
December business was 13 per cent above December, 1939.  The Maritime Provinces reported 
a gain of 17 per cent, followed by OntaMo with a 15 per cent increase. Sales were up 
14 per cent in British Columbia, 11 per cent in Quebec and 6 per cent in the Prairie 
Provinces.. 
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Coprison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1939  and  1940)  by Kinds of Business 

Decniber, 	1940 Cumulative 

Kind of Business 
+ or 	per cent copred with - 	Indexes 

December December November Jan. -Dec. , 1 9 40 
1930 1939 1940 Jan. -Dec. , 1939 

General 	Index 	............ + 7.6 + 10.6 + 2 7.6 + 11.6 
Boots 	and Shoes 	.......... 

... 

- 15.3 + 2.6 + 14.7 + 10.5 
Candy 	............... - 15.4 + 18.4 +122.8 + 17.6 

... 

40.5 + 12.2 + 25.1 + 14.1 

Women's Clothing ........ - 11.5 + 13.9 + 30.8 + 15.0 
Departmental 	............. + 10.8 + 11.2 + 39.4 + 12.2 

Men's 	Clothing 	.............+ 

.. 

29.0 + 14.9 + 39.1 + 8.7 

Furniture 	............... + 14.2 + 16.4 + 32.2 + 15.5 

Groceries and Meats + 7.6 + 5.0 + 7.6 + 10.1 

Hardware 	................. + 8.1 16.4 + 15.7 + 9.0 

Drugs 	......................+ 

Radio and Electrical - 20.0 + 49.0 + 51.5 + 25.6 

.. 

22.1 + 6.8 + 7.3 + 8.1 Restaurant 	.................- 

Variety 	.................. .. +  22.5 + 10.8 + 82.8 + 14.9 

Comparison of Retail Sales of Boot and Shoe Stores and Jev;ellery Stores 

December, 1939  and December, 1940 

S1es in December, 1940 
compared with sales in December 1  1939 

Region 
Boot and 	 Jewellery 

Shoe Stores 	I 	Stores 

Canada 	................ 

Maritinie 	Provinces 	................. 

...- 	± 2.6 + 12.5 

+ 17.1 

Quebec 	.............................  

.. .+ 	14.4 

5.2 + 10.8 

Ontario 	............................ +.. 	6.4 + 14.6 

-12.7 + 	6.o Prairie 	Provinces 	.................... . 

British 	Columbia 	................... .. + 	8.5 + 14.2 
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INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES - (Average for 1930  a 100) 

A. Unadjusted. B. Corrected for Number of Business Days. 
C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 

Year and Month 
General  
A 	B 	I 	C 

Boots and Shoes 	J 
 A 	I 	B 	C 

Can 
I 	A 	r 	B 	C 

H 1en' s 	 d) ftA 	B 	C 
ulomen' s Cl othi  

1 	A 	B 	_C 

138.5 142.8 108.9 155.6 160.7 114.8 201.5 206.7 

- 

111.1 

--' 

127.3 132.8 J03.8 1721 

- 

19.6 97.1 125.5 125.8 95.7 130.9 131.9 94.2 162.0 161.0 86.6 112.9 114.1 89.1 154.4 156.0 84.3 
110.3 110.2 83.9 123.9 124.9 89.2 154.6 153. 0  82.3 94.7 95.7 74.8 140.2 141.7 76.6 
89.9 85.2 65.1 102.7 96.7 69.0 131.4 123.0 66.1 84.1 78.8 61.6 131.1 122.8 66 4 
88.4 86.6 65.9 96.1 93.1  65.]. 112.1 107.9 58.0 77.5 74.8 58.4 1292 124.7 674 
95.1 94.2 71.2 121.5 117.0 78.0 115.4 112.0 60.2 9.8 98.1 6.6 128.1 126.0 68,1 

December, 	1930 	............ 

98.6 101.7 74.4 117.2 121.0 77.5 116.8 119.7 64.3 16.7 111.3 74.2 130.1 135.8 73.4 December, 	1936 	.......... 108.3 108.3 79.8 110.6 111.5 69.7 114.7 113.5 61.0 13 2.2 133.6 80.5 108.7 109.8 708 
December, 	1937 	............ 115.6 118.5 87.4 129.2 137.3 85.8 I 113.1 120.6 64.8 137.9 143.9 86.7 1114 116.2 75.0 

December, 	193 1 	............ 

December, 	1933 	............ 

December, 	1938 	.......... 112.6 106.9 78.6 104.4 98.3 61.5 109.1 104.8 54.3 130.3 122.0 73.5 111.1 104.0 68.4 

December, 	1929 	............ 

122.1 119.8 87.9 108.1 105. 0  73.9 115.7 114.6 59.4 141.3 136.3 82.1 120-0 115.7 76.1 

December, 	1932 	............ 

135.0 

.. 

.. 

139.4 102.4 110.9 114.8 80.8 137.0 145.2 75.2 158.6 165.5 99.7 136.7 142.7 93.9 	t,.. 

December, 	1934 	............ 

1940 
70.8 70.8 86.8 53.0 53.6 76.6 42.1 41.9 58.2 62.3 62.4 83.3 53.0 53.2 738 

December, 	1939 	............ 

71.2 73.4 87.5 41.1 42.3 79.8 56.6 59.5 59.5 53.5 55.1 87.5 485 50.0 80.6 

December, 	1935 	............ 

83.3 82.0 88.3 62.8 6.o 75.3 92.3 89.1 67.5 71.4 70.0 83.3 73.3 71.8 75.6 

January 	................. 

.  kpri................. 87.0 86.4 80.3 80.8 76.2 46.6 47.8 57.6 80.2 81.o 81.o 92.4 93.3 798 

December, 	1940 	............ 

February 	................ 

May 	..................... 
..86.5 

94.3 93.6 89.3 88.5 88.7 75.8 63.1 62.1 63.4 85.2 85.0  86.8 84.3 84.2 80.2 
95.5 94.6 91.9 108.4 105.4 77.5 49.9 49.9 64.8 93.6 91.7 86.5 83.2 81.5 72.8 

March 	................... 

June 	.................... 
80.7 
88.6 

80.6 
82.1 

89.4 
93.6(r) 

76.1 76.9 
67.3 

80.1 49.2 
62.]. 

49.0 59.0 7 5. 0  75.2 91.7 68.5 68.7 81.8 July 	.................... 
73.5  92.2 58.3 64.7 76.9 70.5 96. 68.6 62.9 89.8 Augu.it 	.................. 

88.9 94.4 90.8 85.0 90.5 73.6 56.4 59.5 64.0 84.8 90.4 88.6 81.4. 86.7 89.4 
October 	............... 102.9 102.0 93.7 85.4 86.3 78.4(f) 63.8 63.2 66.5(f) 114.8 114.2 91.3(f) 105.5 105. 0  85.4 
September 	............... 

November 	.............. 105. 8  
.. 

101.3  95.9 96.7 91.2 98.1 61.5 59.4 70.7 126.8 119.6 94.9 104.5 98.6 88.8 
December 	.............. .. 135. 0  

.. 

139.4 102.4 110.9 114.8 80.8 137.0 145.2 75.2 158.6 1 165.5 99.7 
1 
136.7 1  142.7 93.9 

Includes men's furnishings. 
Revised to census trend. 

(1) Final figures. 
(h) Candy indexes are b&aed largely upon returns from retail candy chains. 



December, 1929  ........ 154.1 158.3 1042 116.9 117.7 103.3 141.9 
D.cember :  1930 .......... ..144.7 144.0 94.7 109.0 107.6 94.4 1 	113.7 
December, 1931 .......... 128.2 127.0 83.6 103.9 101.9 89.4 98.5 
Deenber, 1932 98.8 95.6 62.9 91.8 87.8 77.0 61.8 
Dcernber, 1933 

........... 

.......... 102.4 103.1 67-8 87.9 85.7 75. 2  63.7 
Dacember. 3.934 .......... 1..3 115.5 76.0 91.]. 89.7 77 
Jacember,  1 935 116.5 119-6 74.8 94..1 	I 94.8 83.2 81.7 
D3cember, 1936 

..........

..-. 1263 125.7 78.6 109.0 106.9 86.2 100.4 
Dmber,  1937 .......... 133.7 133.5 82.4. I 	13.5.3 	I 112.7 90.9 99.1 
De..'embe'. 198 .......... 131.5 127. 78.2 113.4 108.4 	I 87.4 96.9 
Deember,  1939 144.1 14.51 89.0 122.4 119.3 96.2 111.5 
D.em1ber 1940 

.......... 

.......... 160.3 164.6 i 	101.0 140.6 161.6 1142 129.8 

119.9 1 	112.0 
107.5 100.4 
94.3 88.2 
75.6 70.6 
74.5 69.6 
73.0 68.2 
84.0 75.7 
93.1 83.8 

1 10.4 99 , 5 
93.7 84.4 

102.5 92.4 
118.7 1 	106.9 

145.6 115.6 
112.6 89.4- 
97.5 78.0 
59.8 51.1 
63.8 56.9 

69.0 
84.1 75.8 
99.4 89.5 

100.5 90.5 
93.8 80.i 

111.8 95.6 
133.3 113.9 

114 .7 
105.3 
92.8 
82.1 
78.6 
75.3 
80. 4 
91.4 

104.1 
101.6 
107.9 
113.3 

58.5 88.7 
74.0 89.1 
74.5 89.7 
92.9 83.7 

116.2 93.7 
93.6 100.6 
79.7 103.6 
93.7 94.7 

105.6 89.5 
107.2 90.8 
95.1 89.7(f) 

133.3 113.9 

87.4 
90.5 

104.5 
97.6 

103.9 
110.8 
92.1 

103.3 
90.2 

100.3 
105.3 
1 13.; 3 

83.3 
93 , 3 

101. 2 
99.4. 

104.2 
107.3 
93.0 
93.6 
96.1 

100.7 
98.2 

13.8.( 

92.0 
95.2 

100-2 
9'1-5 

101.] 
107.3 
94.9 

101. 7 ( r) 
96.3. 

100.7 
99.2 

106.9 

INDEX NUMBERS 	(AVERPGE FOR 193 0  100) 

A. Unadjusted. B. Corrected for Number of Business Days. 
C. kdjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 

Deparnenta ___ Drus :d) 	___ 	 Frnitur 	 Groceri e s and 

January 	............. 64.2 63-6 86.0 88.4 87.3 93.9 59.0 
64.7 

.. 
662 82.8 86.7 90.9 92.8 72.0 February 	.............. 

ilarch 	................. 72.8 73.6 80.8 94.7 92.3 95.2 74.3 
pri) 	................. 80.3 79.6 81.2 89.9 91.8 93.7 93.8 

85.4 84.4 82.7 92.9 90.9 94.7 117.2 
33.0 83.9 81. 1, 91.0 92.0 95.8 98.3 

July 67.1 66.5 87.5 93.5 92.3 96.1 80.4. 
76.1 71.3 89.1 100.0 95.6 97.6 100.1 .s.ugust 	................ 

eptmber 	............ 87.1 92.8 89.2 97.2 101.3 99.3 99.1 
October 	............. 106.2 92.3 107.3 105.3 103.2(f) 103.1 

115.0 111.3 98.1(f) 101.1 99.8 99.8 93.2 :'.vember 	.............. 
December 	............ .. 

..107.6 

160.3 164.6 101.0 

11  
140.6 141.6 114.2 129.3 

(d) Revised to census trend. 
(f) Final figures. 



INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES - (Average for 1930  100) 

A. Unadjusted. B. Corrected for Number of Business Days. 
C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 

Year and Month 
________ Hardware _______ Radio and E1octrice(c1) Restaurants(d) Verity  

B C A - B 	-r C A 	I 
--- 

B 
--i-.---  C 	I A B 

. 

C 
__ 

134.7 138.0 123.2 1 194.7 199.2 117.9 111.7 111.0 108.8 	* 194.2 200.8 108.5 
109.8 108.2 96.6 173. 2  170.4 100.8 94.6 92.8 91.0 186.0 187.8 101.5 
91.7 90.4 80.7 107.7 106.0 63.5 78.9 77.4 75.9 	I 180.4 181.4 98.1 
59.1 58.2 52.0 69.3 68.2 42.1 62.0 60.1 58.9 147.7 138.6 74.9 
63. 1  64.7 57.7 63.4 64.9 41.1 56.4 55.3 54.2 145. 2  140.5 76.0 
77.6 79.5 71.0 77.5 79.3 50.2 60.1 59.2 58.0 159.6 155.1 83.8 
79.6 8L5 72.8 78.2 80.0 50.6 65.4 65.0 63.7 164.0 169.7 86.6 

December, 	1929 	.......... 
December, 	1930 	.......... 

86.4 84.8 75.7 94.5 93.0 67.4 71.5 70.2 68.8 183.0 1841 93.9 

December, 	1931 	........... 
December, 	1932 	........... 

92.1 90.5 80.8 90.9 89.4 64.8 68.4 66.9 65.6 188.2 200.4 102.3 

December, 	1933 	........... 
December, 	1934 	........... 

92 .6 90.9 83.4 87.0 85.6 62.0 64.8 62.8 61.6 188.0 176..? 90.1 

December, 	1935 ........... 
December, 	1936 	........... 

102 .0 104.3 95.7 93.0 95.2 69.0 69.0 67.7 66.4 205.7 199.2 101.6 

December, 	1937 	........... 
December, 	193 8 	........... 

118.7 121.5 111.5 138.6 141.8 102.8 73.7 73.3 71.9 227.9 235.8 120.3 
December, 	1939 	........... 
December, 	1940 	.......... 

1940 
January 	...............59.2 58.3 97.1 57.5 56.5 71.6 6o.o 58.9 63.3 67.1 67.5 105.5 
February 	..............54.0 55.2 95.3 59.0 60.4 76.5 58.3 61.2 63.7 72.1 74.3 103.3 

65.8 94.0 61.8 63.3 78.1 63.3 62.1 64.1 93.9 91.3 108.7 . 

88.1 84.7 75.7 74.5 80.1 62.2 63.0 62.4 86.3 86.9 99.8 
May 	.................. 118.6 89.8 95.6 94.1 82.5 65.1 63.7 63.7 103.1 103.3 103.3 
June 	................. 113.4 116.0 97.5 92.9 95.0 104.4 62.7 63.7 63.1(1) 109.4 106.4 103.3 

..20.5 

... 
96.8 88.0 67.4 66.3 85.1 664 65.2 63.3 103.5 104.1 104.1 

March 	...................64.3 
April 	.................. 89.5 

August 	................ 
. 
02.5 97. ]. 94.3 69.0 65.3 84.9 71.4 69.2 65.3 110.9 101.5 110.4 

July 	...................98.4 

112.8 94.0 85.1 90.7 76.2 69.8 71.7 68.3 102.6 109.2 112.6 
115.0 113.1 98.4(1) 92.3 90.8 72.1(1) 70.8 69.4 69.4 118.9 119.2 114.6 

September 	..............105.8 

November 	............. 102.6 101.0 101.0 91.5 90.1 72.1 68.7 68.8 71.6 124.7 117.7 116.5(f) 
Cctober 	................ 

December 	............. ..118.7 
.. 

121.5 111.5 138.6 141.8 102.8 73.7 73.3 71.9 227.9 235.8 120.3 

(d) Revised to census trend. 
(r) Final figures. 



105.9 115.3 134.3 
115.8 128.9 157.8 
107.8 112.6 130.3 
121.3 128.5 136.1 
125.5 137.6 135.0 
137.9 149.5 135.7 

+1.7 	+7.0 	+4.9 

+ 	+io.i 

YearCano ja_LJiI 
.ime 	1 	Prairie 	British 

Co1uib i 

December., 	1936 .. 167.5 	j 177.9 151.8 174.5 	I 150.4 182.1 
December 	.937 	.I 74.8 :8'f.8 164.9 181.3 	t 10.8 189.9 
De.embor 	138 	.. 165.3 175.8 144.3 174.1 151.1 174.3 
December. 	193 	.. :79.0 213.4 150.5 188.9 173. 4  187.5 
December. 	l94 201.0 25.7 171.6 213.1 183.1 202.2 

July 	.. , 5.0 :36.0  91.7 92.7 87.1 93.2 .. 
, 97.5 136.5 92.0 94.9 86.8 109.7 

epember 107.5 ..35.o { 	99.1 107.1 110.9 105.3 

October 	... 15.5(f) 169.1 133.3 145.5 l('7.5 126.6 
flovmbe. 	. . 1 160.7 190.5 14L 1 160Q7 183.3 133.6 

I 21.0 254.1 171.6 213.1 183.1 202.2 

% c:iange, 
+12.2 +iq,'. +14.0 +12.8 + 5.6 + 7.8 

Dcembor. 139 I * 
Tar  
J3fl.. 1 19391t 

December, 1936 'i  '152.6 
Docembe ;  1937 	156.4 
Dec3mber, 1938 .. 	156.0 
Dc.mber, 1939 	168.5 
Decerabe:", 19.0 ... 	192.0 
21Q. 

Ju)y s ,..... 
August ..... . 

October 
Nomer ...... 
Doconbor . ..... 

% Chance, 

December., 1939 
7o Change 

Ja:,. -Dec. 	1940 

Wemen' S 

I898 
179.7 
212.5 
248.9 

	

142.0 	I 	160.1 

	

143.6 	164.3 

	

138.0 	161.8 

	

149.5 	177.6 

	

180.5 	200.7 

'.46.9 
165.7 
155.0 
168.2 
177.8 

148.2 
/! 

I. 	

I, .'-."-. f 
146. 1 
156.8 
177.3 

127.2 91.1 94.5 93.7 no.8 

137.1 84.2 95.7 93.1 121.9 
141.5 101.6 119.1 107.1 124.9 
18',.7 142.8 144.8 162.1 142.7 

199.1 125.9 150.0 163.3 140.7 
248.9 180.5 200.7 1 	177.8 177.3 

	

+20.7 	j 	+13.0 	I 	+ 5.7 
	

+13. 1 

	

+13.0 
	+14. 7 
	

+10.2 	+17.4 

96-3 
96 . 
114.3 
148.2(f) 
146.7 
192.0 

+13.9 

+15. 0 

+17.1 

+29. 3. 

Deccmber,  1936 . 1J5.2 (a) I 	109.8 117.9 
December 1  1937 	.. 131..3 (a) 126.7 133.8 

December, 1933 	.. 128.1 (a) 131.9 134.9 
Decemb€r, 1939 136.1 (a) 135.6 139.7 
December. 1940 	•. 142,9 (&) 137.9 149.5 

11019 
127.5 
108.4 
329.3 
135.7 

129. 1 
1 	141. 7 

10 
121, 

I 	137 ,  

H 
July 	........... 116.1 (a) 
Auus ..30.2(f) (a) 
epternbe.r 113.8 (a) 
October . ...... .. J..27.2 a) 
Novembe' . 	, 132.8 
December .. 142 9 
Change 1  

5.0 ( a) 
Dcembr. 

Z Change 
3 ç  

Jan. -Dec. 1939 

130.0 
146.7 
115.5 
127.5 
130.5 
137.0 

+ 5.9 

+17.1 

(a) Figures for the Maritime Provinces are withheld to avoid disclosing individual 
peratieiis. 

(c) Includes men's furnishings. 
(t) Final figurs 
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UNADJUSTEDINDLX NUi.iFEPS U? TETAIL SALES (AVERAGE FCR 1936100) 

!Haritirne 	 Prairie 	Britis 
Year and Month 	Canada 	Provinces 	Quebec 	Ontario 	Provinces 	Columb 

+. 

December, 1936 .T 169.9 176.6 171.6 177.5 160.6 162.0 

December, 	1937 	. 178.0 186.9 189.0 185.8 161.2 172.2 

December, 	1938 	. 175.1 172.0 189.9 178.2 163.0 174.5 
December, 1939 192.1 207.6 208.9 198.2 177.9 177.0 
December, 1940 2 13.7 248.9 226.9 221.6 192.3 202.1 

1940 
July 	...... 89.5 105. 1  88.1 86.2 84.6 104.0 

August 	..... 101.5 111.0 1025 101.0 89.7 124.0 

September 116.1 116.5 123.1 118.9 107.3 119.0 
October • 143.4 154.3 143.3 138.6 149.0 139.7 
November 	..... 153.3(f) 157.8 148.7 152.2 160.8 142.5 

December • 2137 248.9 226.9 221.6 192.3 202.1 

% Change, 
Decernber 	1140 +11.2 +19.9 + 8.6 +11.8 + 3.1 +14.2 
December, 1939 

% Change, 
+12.2 +20.4 +11.1 +13. 4  + 8.6 +13.0 

-:: 

- 

Variet-i Stores 

December, 1936 203.3 217.8 184.9 206,3 200.9 228.8 

December, 1937 209.2 242.7 194.4 211.3 193.5 234.8 

December, 1938 209.0 226.3 198.7 207.8 202.9 248.2 

December, 1939 	. 228.8 251.5 220.1 223.8 223.2 267.3 

December, 1940 253.2 309.8 237.9 249.7 239.0 279.1 

1940 
July 	.......... 115. 0  132.1 123.4 107.7 109.9 119.1 

August 	........ 144.5 131.6 116.4 109.6 132.0 

September 

.. .123.2 

... 

114.0 133.0 122.0 106.5 107.4 120.4 

October 	....... 153.0 139.6 124.6 136.2 122.7 

November 138.6(f) 162.1 140.2 134.2 137.7 133.6 
December ..... 253.2 309.3 237.9 249.7 239.0 279.1 

% Change, 
Deeembe,]340 

.....132.1 

+10.8 +23.2 + 8.1 +11.6 + 7.1 + 4.4 
December, 1939 
Change, 

.2!_L2,Q +14.9 +27.0 +13.4 +14.4 +11.3 +10.2 
Jan. -Dec. , 	1939  

fly.,cr stnrpq  

December, 193 6  130.7 145. 0  119.4 129.8 135.9 139.1 	- 

December, 1937 138.3 157.0 128.5 139.4 134.8 146.4 

December, 1938 136.0 136.9 125.9 137.0 141.6 141.0 

December, 1939 146.3 166.3 133.1 145.2 156.2 151.1 

December, 1940 • 168.6 205.8 162.2 163.0 174.9 170.5 

1940 
July 	.......... 112.1 119.5 108.4 114.1 106.0 115.6 .. 

135.4 114.8 119.5 u8.5 123.9 August 	...... ....119.9 
September 116.5 119.• 112.5 115.5 120.1 121.1 

October 	... .... .. 128.7(f) 134.2 126.0 123.1 142.0 1336 

November 1212 130.8 1 	121.5 122.3 115. 4  119.1 

December 168.6 205.3 162.2 163.0 174.9 170.5 

% Change, I 
+14.9 +23.8 +21.9 +12.3 +12.0 +12.8 

% Change, 
+ 8. +15-2 + 7.2 + 9.0 + 7.0 

(f) Zinal figures. 



	

1,957 ,09 
	2,217,741 	+ 13.3 

	

259,144 	270,977 	+ 4.6 

	

.7oc.64 
	+ 16.6 

	

5,050,018 
	

5,613,505 
	+ 11.2 

2,535,785 

1,212,358 

1,894,732  

716,52 

858,43 

631,85E  

2,761,040 

1,485,391 

2,160,232 

1,048,622 

1,011,296 

749,694 

+ 16.5 

+ 9.6 

+ 

+ 8.1 

+ 22.5 

+ 1k0 

+ 46.3 

+ 17.8 

+ 18.6 

1,479305 	1,723,412 

2,082,623 	2 1 283,479 

1,709,926 	1,814,487 

DPA?.i.'TI STORE SA 	MAD.fiY 

(Based on sales of 19 firms) 

December I December 	%Change 
1939 	I 	1940 	1940/39 

TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTiENTS ............... L3 . 8 19 + 140 

Women's dresses, coats and suits ................. 

Girls' and infants' wear ........................ 

Hosiery and gloves .......................... 

Lingerie and corsets ............................ 

Millinery ...................................... 

Women's and children's apparel--(Total, 1 -5) 

Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings ........ 

Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ...... 

Piece goods ..................................... I 

Smaliwares ..................................... 

Food and kindred products ....................... 

Furniture (including mattresses, springs) ....... 

Home furnishings ................................ 

Household appliances and electrical supplies 

Hardware and kitchen utensils ................... 

Radios, musical instruments and supplies ........ 

	

2 ) 64.0,318 
	

3,084,171 	+ .L)' 

	

1,297,985 	1,545,20 1 
	+ 19.0 

	

2,167,400 
	

2,587,474 
	+ 19.4 

+ 8.8 

+ 3.4 

+ 16.5 

Shoes and other footwear ........................ .. 2,710,674 	2 1 947,937 

Stationery, books and magazines ................. .. 1,340,999 	1,386,751 

All other departments, total ..................... 	6,093,335 	7,099,374 
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