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Month Indexes  of.  Retail Sales in Canada Ju1 1942 
(3935- -1t39 	100) 

Dollar value of retail trading in Canada averaged 12 per cent 
higher in July of this year than last, was 50 per cent above July, 1939 and showed 
about the usual seasonal dedilne from June, according to indexes of sales computed 
from sales figures reported by a sample number of firms representing 12 lifferent 
retail trades. Sales for the first seven months of the current year averaged 16 per 
cent above the corresponding period a year ago. 

The general index of sales, unadjusted for differences in nuiiber 
of business days and for normal seasonal movenertts and on the base 1335-1333 = 100, 
stands at 137.2 for July, 1042, at 154,5 for June and at 122.4 for July last year.  
On making allowance both for differences in number of business days and for normal 
seasonal fluctuations the general index of sales stands at 1501, practically un-
changed from the June index of 150L9. 

Radio and electrical stores reported a 12 per cent decline from 
July, 1341; jeweilery store dales were down by 13 per cent while all other trades 
for which figures are available averaged higher. Womens clothing stores lead in 
point of vie;'; of increased sales compared with July, 1941 with a gain of 26 per cent 
fcllowed by shoe stores :;lt'i an increase of 25 per cerit 	Rcstaurant; and vu'icty 
stores both reported increases of 16 per cent while more mnd"raUo g.-tiris zero 	'orded 
for the other 1ins of busiaas6 sampled. 

marked increase in women's clothing store sales was general 
across the country, percentage increa3es over July, 1941 standing at 19 per cent for 
.he Maritime Provinces, 30 per cent for Quebec, 27 per cent for Ontario, 24 per cent 
or the Prairie Provinces and 17 per cent for British Co1umbia This Increase was 
1so recorded in the women s clothing departments of department stores which reported 
cain of 20 per cent in sales over July a year ago 

Grocery and meat store sales averagec 14 per cent higher in July of 
this year over last, figures on a regional b&sis indicating that the gain in the 
iaritime Provinces exceeded by a considerable margin the increases recorded in other 
parts. Percentage Increases In sales for July for the several economic divisions vith 
figures for the year to date in bracots arc as follows; Maritime Provinces, 25 per 
cent (27 per cent); Quehec, 16 per cent. (21 per cent); Ontario, II per cent (17 per 
cent); Prairie Provinces, 16 per cent (17 per cent) and Th'itLsh Columbia, 16 per cenL 
(lb p€r cent). On making allowances for differences in number of &usinesa days and 
for normal seasonal movemetis the food store index receded from 1721 for June to 
153.9 for July, a figure approxImately on a par with the level obtaining in the first 
quarter of the year0 
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Drug store sales averaged 11 per cent higher in July, 1942 
compared with July, 1941 with gains in both East and West exceeding those for the 
central part of the country. July increases with gains for the year to date in 
brackets are as follows; Maritime Provinces, 15 per cent (20 per cent); Quebec, 14 
per cent (16 per cent); Ontario, 8 per cent (12 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 10 per 
cent (17 per cent) and British Columbia, 16 per cent (18 per cent). 

An increase of 10 per cent occurred in sales of department stores 
in July this year over last. Results for the different sections of the country 
revealed increases ranging from 7 to 13 per cent with highest gains being recorded 
in the Prairie Provinces and British Columbia. 

A departmental breakdom of sales reported by 18 firms revealed an 
average increase of 9 per cent in July of this year over last. Increases occurred in 
the sales of all departments with the exception of household appliances and electrical 
supplies, whose sales declined 7 per cent and in the miscellaneous departments where a 
6 per cent decrease was recorded. Radio and musical instrument sales in department 
stores gained 16 per cent over July of last year but sales of other durable goods in 
the household line held to within a narrow margin of the sales in the corresponding 
month last year. Furniture sales gained 1 per cent, hardware sales were up 4 per cent 
and home furnishings, 3 per cent. Sales of womens clothing were 20 per cent higher, 
men's clothing departments recorded improvement of 14 per cent and foot;iear sales 
gained 16 per cent over July last year. Sales of food departments were S per cent 
higher. 
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Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1341and 1042, by Kinds of Business 
(Comparisons are based on dollar value. No 

corrections have been made for higher prices) 

July, 1042 Cumulative 
+ or - per cent compared with Indexes 

Kind of Business  

July July June Jan.-.July,1942 
Jan.-July,1941 1039 1941 1942 

+ 50.3 - 11.2 General Index , + 12.1 + 16.4 
+ 	9.4 + 24.6 - 19.4 + 23.5 

Candy Stores 	.......... + 40.5 + 10.3 (a) + 19.5 
Men's Clothing Stores + 53.2 + 	9.6 - 20.7 + 24.9 
Women's Clothing Stores + Th.O + 2.8 - 12.1 + 20.6 
Department Stores 	......... + 49.7 + 	9.9 - 19.5 + 14.0 
Drug Stores ....., + 41.6 + 10.6 + 	1.3 + 14.7 
jrniture Stores + 53.2 + 	4.0 - 	7.9 - 	0.6 

Boot and Shoe Stores............ 

Grocery and Meat Stores + 50.8 + 14.3 - 	9.9 + 18.7 
Hardv.'are Stores + 28.7 + 	2.5 - 	7.5 + 11.4 
Radio and Electrical Stores + 43.3 - 12.2 - 	6,3 - 	3.1 
Restaurants 	..............,, + 51.5 + 16,4 + 	4.2 + 10.3 
Variety Stores + 62.9 + 15.9 - 	2.4 + 20.3 

Comparison of Retail Sales of Boot and Shoe Stores and Jee1leij Stores 

July, 1941 and 	=YL1942 

Sales in July, 1942 
Compared with Sales in July, 1041 

Rerio'i 

Boot and 
Shoe Stores 

CANiDA ......... 	+ 24.6 

Maritime Provinces .... 	I 	+ 17.2 
Quebec •••••••••..•,, 	I 	+ 24.4 
Ontario ...,...,....... 	J 	+ 26.2 
Prairie Provinces ..... 	+ 21.7 
British Columbia ...,., 	f 	+ 26.1 

Jewellery 
Stores 

- 12.6  

- 0.9 
- 17.3 
- 13.2 

- 10.2 

(a) Unchanged. 



ional Trends in Retail Trade Second_Quarter, 1942 

Composite indexes of retail sales based on results for seven lines of 
retail trading for which regional indexes are computed indicate that the spread in 
dollar volume of retail business between 1342 and 1941 was considerably smaller in 
the second ouarter of the year than in the first. This reduction in spread was 
particularly notable in Ontario and the Prairie Proviaces. ?inor reductions in spread 
were recorded in the Marit -limo Provinces and Quebec while in British Columbia the 
increase reported during the first quarter of the year was maintained in the second. 

The lines of business on which these regional trends are based mci -ide 
the follow!rig; rnens clothing stores, womens clothing stores, department stores, 
grocery and meat stores, drug stores, variety storos and country general stores. 
Composite figures for these seven trades indicate that sales in Canada averaged 15 per 
cent higher in the second quarter of this year compared with last whereas sales 
during the first quarter were up by 21 per cent. Sales for the first six months of 
the year as measured by the average results for the seven trades were up by 18 per cent. 

Ontario sales were 21 per cent higher in the first quarter of this year 
over last while the corresponding comparison for the second quarter revealed a gain of 
12 per cent. Average results for the first six months of the year show an increase of 
16 per cent. 

Results for the Prairie Provinces were similar to those for Ontario, a 
12 per cent increase for the second quarter of this year over last comparing with an 
increase of 19 per cent for the first quarter and a gain of 15 per cent for the first 
half of the year 

Sales in the Maritime Provinces averaged 24 per cent higher in the lirst 
quarter of this year over last, they were up 20 per cent in the second quarter and 
averaged 21 per cent higher for the first six months. Quebec results were similar, 
the increases in this instance standing at 23 per cent for the first çuarter, 19 per 
cent for the second quarter and 21 per cent for the first half of the year. Sales in 
British Columbia averaged 17 per cent higher in both the first and second quarters of 
this year compared with last. 

The reduction in spread in dollar volume was reported by all trades but 
was particularly noticeable in the results for both men's and women's specialty shops 
and for depart:rent stores. Sales of men 7 s clothing stores averaged 33 per cent higher 
Li the first quarter of this year over last, 19 per cent for the second quarter and 
27 per cent for the first half of the year. Corresponding figures for women's specialty 
shops show increases of 28 per cent, 15 per cent and 20 per cent respectively. Depart-
ment store sales vere up 21 per cent in the first quarter, 9 per cent in the second 
and stand 15 per cent higher for the first six months, 



Index Numbers of Retail Sales - (Averge for 1935-1939100) 

A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 

- 	 General 	1 	Boots 	
- Cndv(h) 

Year and Month Index and Shoes 	j - Clothing (c) - 
A T 	B A B J 	B 	A 	B 

July, 	1929 	.. ........ . 1303 144.2 156.0 150.1!  180.1 210.z 126.0 	148.7 
July, 	1033 	.......... 76.0 85.5 92.8 33.8 85.84 97.9 7  63.5 	77.7 
July, 	1933 	....,..... 91.3 l0.8 89.6 36.2 75.2i 87.9, 79.7 	101.1 
July, 	1340 	.......... 106.2 114.5 101.3 106.6 84. 101.0 94.9 	116.1 
July, 	1941 	.......... 122.4 1 	134.9 114.6 119.7 101.9 121.4 111.4 	15.7 
1341 

October 	......... 152.5 138.1 133.4 121.5 133911  137.5! 189.4 	133.4 
November 	........ 146.6 138.2 128.41 134.2 131.41 155.8 173.8 	135.2 
December 	....... 201.5 147.2 206.0 1  144.4 301.8t 160.1 242.9 	148.0 

1942 
- January 	......... 128.1 160.9 114.1 153.7 116.3 151.11 114.0 	143.5 

February ........ 120.1 154.3 39.5 179.8 168.3 1  171.5i 104.1 	176.2 
March 	........... 144.7 161.4 139.4 132.21 127.7 163.4 168.4 	210.2 
April 	........... 154.8 155.8 169.2 13.6 189.1 142.3 139.1 	190.9 
May 	............. 159.4 149.1 17.3 133.0 146.6 144.0 19.9 	157.5 
June 	.,..,.,,..., 164.5 1O.3 177.2 131.11  11.4 149.4 154.0 	146.9 
July 	............ 137.2 10.1 142.8 148.5 112.4 132.9 122.1 	147.6 

TWomerit f Year and Month : C1othinj Depart;ent Drugs 

ABA I 
July, 	1329 	.......... 151.8 163.8 120.3 1 143.8 123.4 125.7 
July, 1953 73.4 87.7 60.1 08.5 34.1 85.4 
Juiy, 	13 	.......... 80.0 90.0 75.0 101.2 J.G 102.2 
July, 	1940 	.......... : 06.0 114.7 88.0 114.6 108.0 111.2 
July, 	1341 	.......... 111.3 132.4 102.2 132.5 12?.? 130.7 

"tober 	..,...... 164.1 133.3 160.0 136.5 141.6 135.9 
oveibcr 	....... l5.4 167.2 lSu.4 137.6 14.6 136.2 
'eembcr 	.,...,., 223.7 148.8 239.2 145.8 182.6 145.5 

January 	......... 11.3 152.5 135.2 151.1 13C.0 160.6 
February ........ 96 ! 6 166.2 107.4 142.8 130.8 145.1 
MarIi 	.........., 149.3 173.6 141.2 156.9 14.0 147.5 
April 	........ 	 . 134.0 153.1 14s.1 143.8 14.4 148.4 

166.7 153.3 142.2 140.1 144.2 14C.5 
June 	.....,... 	 .,, 59 1.3 143.8 139.5 134.0 13 1 ..4 148.4 
July 	............ 140.0 165.3 112.3 145.1 143.2 144.0 

(c) Inc1ude 	men's 1urn.hings. 
(h) Candy indexes are based 1arc1y upon return from retail candy chains. 
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Index Numbers of Retail_S ' - 	100) 

A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Nun±er of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 

	

Groceries 	}jardv::re IFurniture 	and Meats  
AJ B _ 	B 

128.4 181.5 127.0 131.2 147.0 148.6 
51.9 70.0 82.4 87.9 7..5 75.5 
78.8 104.9 100.8 107.5 118.3 109.7 

100.6 129.3 111.1 114.7 121.1 108.0 
116.1 14J1 133.0 136.3 148.6 132.4 

140.5 117.8 145.2 143.0 164.7 140.5 
100.6 95.0 143.7 140.8 140.3 143.1 
134.9 114.1 161.6 149.1 171.9 11-J4.7 

91.8 134.5 l0.4 146.4 106.0 173.2 
106.2 136.2 141.6 154.2 3.7 175.2 
111.9 13Z.4 153.3 154.9 122.0 170.9 
129.0 119.1 17.4 161.4 14.0 146.1 
164.6 132.9 169.9 17.1 176.0 136.0 
131.1 132.3 168.7 172.1 164.6 135.7 
120.7 155.2 152.0 15.3 152.3 135.8 

Year and Month 

July, 1929 ............ 
July, 1933 ........ 
July, 1939 
July, 140............ 
July, 1941 
1941 

October . . . . . . . . 
November 
December 

1942 
January 
rebruary 
March ............. 
April 
May . . . . . . . . . . . . 
June . . . . . . . . * . . 
July 

Radio and 
Year and Month 	Electrical 

i 
July, 1929 

July, 1939 
July, 1940 
July, 1941 
1941 

October 
November 
December 

1942 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June •••..s.• 
July  

	

129.0 	210.9 

	

0.4 	79.1 

	

84.0 	109,8 

	

106.1 	133.4 

	

137.1 	172.4 

	

153.6 	119.5 

	

117.1 	95.6 

	

170.6 	121.3 

126.0 
110.2 
126.9 
134.7 
152.6 

156.4 
148.2 
153.7 
147,8 
136.5 
lSB.s 
151.4 

Restaurants 

A B 

197,1 187.9 
89.0 85.1 
96.2 92.0 

106.0 101.0 
125.2 119.4 

131.0  

126.3 
139.4 

129 • 7 
120.5 
140.0 
141.5 
145.1 
139.8 
145.7 

Variety 

A 	B 

	

86.1 	85.7 

	

73.4 	76.0 

	

108.3 	112,2 

	

125.8 	126.7 

	

152.2 	152.7 

1770.0  

178.2 
341.6 

129.8 
129.0 
148.2 
169.2 

186.4 
150.7 
176.4 

166. 
171. C 
176. 

191.4 
190.9 
191.3 
188.4 
180.6 
176.7 
176.3 
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Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales hv. 	- ( yerage for 1J35-1039 = 100) 
(Figures for the curre.it year are subject to final revision) 

 Yonth 	rcM 
ADA JMrtnne 	

ç.b€ 	
Ontario Provincd Colwrbia 

?en's C1othin. tors (c) 

July, 	1939 	......... 79.7 96.5 84.5 7..7 76.0 88.7 
July, 	1940 	......... 34.9 132.8 92.4 32.6 86.3 94.4 
July, 	1941 	......... 111.4 164.4 112.7 102.4 106.0 117.2 
1942 

mEiy ............ 159.9 217.2 180.0 146.3 144.4 147.8 
June 	..,....... 154.0 215.2 166. 14.7 131.4 143.2 
July 	........... 122.1 136.1 126.4 110.0 119.3 122.0 

Change, 
July, 1942 	.... + 9.6 +13.2 +12.2 + 7.4 +12.5 + 4.1 
July, 1941 

Change, 
Jan.-July,_1J42 +24.9 +28.8 +32.0 +19.9 +23.4 +29.1 
Jan.-July, 1941 

Yorneh's Clothin.: Stores 

July, 	1950 	......... 80.0 i38.7 82.9 76.0 81.0 86.6 
July, 	1340 	......... 96.0 117.0 32.4 34.5 33.0 109.4 
July, 	1941 	......... 111.3 131.6 103.2 109.4 106.0 129.4 
1942 

May 	............ 166.7 218.2 176.9 13.7 148.9 133.5 
June 	........... 163.3 130.7 175.7 13.4 133.1 169.1 
July 	........... 140.0 156.4 140.5 18.7 131.4 11.7 

Change, 
July,j942 .640. +25.8 +18.8 +23.9 +26.8 +24.0 +17.2 
July, 1341 

% Chahge, 
Jan.-Ju11_1 +20.6 +17.9 +24.2 +20.1 +17.2 419.0 
Jan.-July, 1941 

Grocery and Meat Stores  

July, 	1333 	0000010.1 	 100.8 111.6 94.3 38.5 113.0 104.6 
July, 1940 ...,... 	111,1 120.6 100.2 109.1 128.4 123.7 
July, 	1941 	....,.. 	133.0 157.8 121.3 134.6 148.6 136.9 
1942 
- May 	............ 	169.9 173.8 172.3 170.6 164.1 162.4 

June 	......,..., 	168.7 174.9 175.9 160.6 171.6 173.8 
July 	.........,. 	12.0 172.0 141.1 148.0 171.9 158.2 

% Change, 
July, 	.... 	+14.3 +24.8 +16.3 +10.7 +15.7 +15.6 

% Change, 
Jan. July, 1942 	+18.7 +26.9 +21.0 +16.8 +16.8 Jan. - uly, 11 

(c) Irkcludes me'?Tunjs}j  



Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 

Year and Month CANADA 
_________I 

Maritime 
Quebec Ontario Prairie 

IProvinces 
British I  provincesi Columbia 

Department Stores 

July, 	1939 	........... 75.0 85.1 73.2 70.3 74.0 86.5 
July, 	1940 	.. ........ . 88.0 103.6 83.6 85.0 84.6 101.9 
July, 	1941 	........... 102.2 127.5 97.4 97.9 97.1 119.1 
1942 

Way 	.............. 142.2 173.7 156.1 142.3 126.2 144.7 
June 	............. 139.5 168.9 152.2 l,7.2 125.3 148.4 
July 	............. 112.3 135.6 107.8 10.3 108.7 134.9 

Change, 
July, 1942 ....... + 9.9 + 6.5 +10.7 + 7.6 +11.9 +13.3 
July, 1941 

% Change, 
Jan.-July, 1942 to +14.0 +17.6 +16.4 +12.6 +12.0 +17.8 
Jan.-July, 1941 1________  

Variety 5tnres 

July, 	1939 	........,.. 108.3 124.2 116.7 102.2 108.7 102.3 
July, 	1940 	........... 125.8 159.1 128.5 118.6 129.9 114.7 
July, 	1941 	..... ...... 152.2 196.2 160.7 143.1 12.0 128.6 
1942 

May 	..,........... 186.4 236.3 218.8 171.3 170.0 140.3 
June 	....,.,...... 180.7 229.2 208.7 167.4 163.3 141.4 
July 	............, 176.4 21.6 185.1 168.4 177.4 143.0 

% Change, 
July, 1942 	....... +15.9 +12.9 +15.2 +17.7 +16.7 +11.2 
July, 1941 

% Change, 
Jan,-July, 1942 .. +20.3 +19.7 +25.8 +18.7 +20.0 +17.9 
Jan.-July,_1941  

T1IL q+ry.c 

July, 	1939 	......,.... 99.6 101.8 38.7 99.5 98.7 101.9 
July, 	1940 	.......,.. 108.0 115.0 103.9 109.8 103.3 111.1 
July, 	1941 	........... 17.7 14.8 121.7 128.3 126.7 125.1 
1942 

May 	.............. 144.2 171.9 140.4 140.9 145.8 145.4 
June 	..........,,. 139.4 163.0 137.9 137.9 13.8 139.7 
July 	............. 141.2 168.1 138.3 138.7 139.0 144.9 

Change, 
July, 	1942 	•,...,. +10.6 +15.3 +14.0 + 8.1 + 9,7 
July, 1941 

% Change, 
Jan.-.July, 1942 to +14.7 +19.5 +15.9 +12.0 +17.2 +17.9 Jan.-July 	1941 



July 	T July 
1J4l 	1942 

	

1 1 470,711 	i,885,61J 

	

518,289 	C2C,88J 

	

655,136 	733 1 196 

	

341,167 	1,0.i1,417 

	

126,664 	143,111 

	

3.711,J67 	4.440.23:: 

1,804,512 I 2,003,192 

	

590,163 	642 1 614 

	

l,424,85 	1,671,745 

&'3,058 

1, 283,17 

l,323,435 

313 

u2) 

r33,d9 

266 ,0s4 

1,426,978 

249,118 

531, 722 

1,833,232 

1,314,C32 

1,410,331 

65b,73 

44,.371 

229,940' 

V)r)ç 
f.. ...I..?, 	- 

214,375 

:?C4 
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.rc Sales in canadS 	Sele ctOu 
1 

on dollar sales of 18 firms) 

i_.r.tL 	)4.Lt.J , .................. 

1. Vlomen's dres&es, coats and suits 

2. Girls' and infants' wear 

3. Hosiery and gloves ........................... 

4. Lingerie and corsets ......................... 

5. Millinery .................................... 

G. Vomen's and children's apparel -- (Total, i-5) 

7. Tflen's and boys' clothing aid furni&hings 

8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations 

3. Piece goods . ........................ ....... 

10. Srna1l,ares ...............,........... ........ 

11. Food and kindred productc .............. a..... 

12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) 

13. Horre furnishings ......... 

14. Household applia:iccs and electrical supplic 

15. Hardvarc and kitchen ut u11. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

.L:.tru'ri: 	nj 

.. 	............... 

1. Stationery, Looks and maazircs .... ....... 

19. All other departni.ents, total ..... ..... 

Change, 
1342/1941 

+ 0.0 

-r 28.  

L 'Vt 

+ 11.9 

+ 11.7 

+ 13.0 

+ 1.6 

+ 14.3 

+ 8.9 

+ 17.3 

+ 12.9 

+ 7.8 

+ 0.7 

+ 2.7 

7.0 

+ 4.1 

+ 15.7 

+ 16.2 

+ 1C.4 

- 6.1 
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