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Mcnthlr Indexes of Retail Sales in Canada, October, 1943 
tI5=-1939 	100) 

Retail sales in Canada were 10 per cent higher in October than in Sop-
tmber and were practically unchanged from October a year ago according to monthly 

iex numbers of retail trade compiled for twelve individual kinds of business.. 
al sales for the first ten months of 1943 averaged only 3 per cent above the 
"responding period of last year. The general unadjusted index of sales on the 

:.se 1935-1939 - 100 stands at 173..0 for October compared with 158.0 for September 
174,2 for October,, 1942, 

On msking allowances for differences in th s number of business days in 
dttrent months and for normal seasonal variations, the adjusted index stands at 
57.1 for October compared with 158,5 for September.. Seasonally adjusted indexes 

ror eight rf the tw'i ye t ral.,  for whi oh f rures are avai1ee dec1ned 'oetween 

	

-er 	f 	iS 

Ia1I jaS. •' 	r1i 	 ne country inar- iflg n the increase with ;air ranging 
from 5 per cent in Qiebec to 39 per cent in the Prairie Provinces being reported.. 
1ith this exception, the other trades included in the survey and dealing chiefly in 
durable, merchandise registered lower than in 1942 both for the month of October 
and also for the year to date.. Furniture store sales averaged 12 per cent lower 
in October this year than last and were down by 8 per cent in the ten-month com-
parison.. Radio and electrical store sales declined 17 per cent for the month of 
October and 16 per cent for the first ten months of this year compared with last.. 
Hardware stores trarisacted 6 per,  cent less dollar business in October of this year 
':hanlast and were down by 5 per cent for the year to date.. 

Restaurant receipts were 15 per cent higher in October of this year than 
• 	''. 	eraged 21 per cent higher for the first ten months.. Candy shops con- 

;tiuted the only other trade to register an appreciable increase, a gain of 9 per 
cent over October, 1942 being recorded with sales for the first ten monthe of the 
year standing 7 per cent above the corresponding period a year ago. October sales 
for other trades included in the survey were maintained within narrow limits of the 
volume of busineas transacted in October last year. 

Data available on a regional basis generally show the Prairie Provinces 
standing highest in point of view of increased sales over 1942 both for the month 
of October and also for the first ten months of this yearfl Deparnent store sales 
in the Prairie Provinces averaged 3 per cent higher in October of this year than 
last and were up by 6 per cent for the year to date. Comparable percentage changes 
for Canada as a whole and for the other economic divisions of the country between 
October of this year and last, with results for the first ten months in brackets, 



- 

are as follows: Canada, -4 per cer.t (unch. 	 ' 
per cent) ; Quehec, -3 nr cent (unchaned ., 

flLS trb.n ac 'JC3 a:pro.L:E. . 	thc s....r 	do 	ar  
last and were up per cent for the first ten months of the year. Corresponding 
percentage changes for the month of October for the various economic divisions, 't 

results for the year to date in hr 	. are as fo1lows Maritime Previnces, + 
per cent (+10 per cent); Quebec, +1 per cent (+8 per cent); Ontario, +1 per cent 
1+2 per rent); Prairie Provinces, +5 per ceri (+6 per cent); and British ColurkLzj, 
-4 per cent (+4 per cent). 

Sales for 10 departmental firms which report their sales 'y departmen 
a7erged 3 per cent lower in October, 1943 than ir. the corresper..dir:g month of 1942. 
Sales of departments specializing ir durable goods ccntirie to show rnajcr declines 
compared with earlier periods.. The household appliance and electrical supplies de- 
ertment repor ted a deel in 	f 28 jr ceu below Cc ober, 1942, while the radio au 

iusicai instrurent dtr+ie- recorded a decline of 46 per cent. Total sales for 
the women's and childrer's aprarel department were down s1ghtJy hy 2 	while 
the men's and tov clothing and furnisrs depari.mer I. cva s maintaineu at the Octo-
ber. 1942 level. The pie.o goods department dled e per cent, food and k:dreJ 
products, 10 per cent, furnit 5 rer cent and home frnichngs, 5 per cent. The 
drugs and toilet articles and preparatinns department reportee an increase of 7 per 
cert while a rrcre sub5t*ntia1 gain of 15 per cer;L was rc rd fer saticnery 0  b.oks 

The general index of retail sales is prepared fcr cach of five economic 
divsicns of Canada. These are based en results for sever, trades for ehich ro4or-
a. statistics are compiled, namely, men's clothing stores, women's apparel shops, 
department stores, country zeneral stores, variety stores, food stores and drug 
stores. The composite index for the five regions reveals that sales in Canada as 
a whole were 4 per cert higher in the third quarter of this year than last.. Th.s 
represents a slight narrowing in the extent of increase in 1943 seles over 1942, 
gains of 6 per cer:t having been recorded in each of the first two quarters. Cumu-
lati ye indexes for the first nine months averaged b per cent above these for the 
January-to-September period of last year0 

The increase over 1942 established during the first six months of 1943 
in the Maritime Provinces and in the Prairie Provinces was maintained in the 
third quarter. Increases of 9 per cent for the Maritime Provinces in the first 
two quarters were followed by a 10 per cent gain iri the third quarter0 An increase 
of 9 per cent for the Prairie Provinces in the latest quarter compares with gains 
of 8 per cent in the first quarter and 12 per cent in the second. Results for the 
year-to-date showed gains of 10 per cent occurring in both the Maritime and Prairie 
Provinces0 Increases in Quebec have been gradually reduced, gains of 8, 7 and 4 
per cent in each quarterly period resulting in an average advance of 6 per cent for 
the first nine months of this year over last. A reersa1 in trend was apparent in 
results for British Cchnbia where increases of 9 and 7 per cent in the first two 
quarters were followed by a 2 per cent decline in the third quarter0 The a'ierage 
gain for the year-to-date amounted to 6 per cent. The res..l.ts recorded in 



a es we: •rr t .er 	t'r 	 qiie.r 
ter and unchanged in the third quarter, were more uniform than those recorded in 
other section$ of' the oourit.ry. Onirc ,aies were 1 per cent hiher n the firet 
nme months cl' yr v'r 

	

jy Com,arion u Sa 	an 	 uni,hs c' 	and Lj42, 'by Provinces 

CANA)1, Marituie  Quebec ontario Prairie Briti5h 
Province8 Columbia 

}',rst Nine Months - 	• . 	9,, 6 + 59 • + 	9,8 56 

First Quarter 	,, + 5,6 • 9.4 + 7,9 + 14 + 7,8 + 94 
Second Quarter + 62 + 9.2 + 6.5 + 19 .12.0 + 74 
Third Quarter el, +13.3 $ 	3.5 (a) • 9.3 - 1.5 

' 	ITr 
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Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1942 and 1943, by Kinds of Fusines 

othparions are based on dollar value. 
corrections have been made for higher 

No 
prioes 

October, 1943 Cumulalive 
+ or 	per cent compared with Indexes 

Kind of 1usiness October, October, September, Jan.-Oct.,1943 
1939 1942 1943 -Oct794 

General 	Index 	,...o..n.00... +46,7 — 0,7 + 905 + 3. 
Boot and Shoe Stores +66,8 2,3 + 1.4 + 65 
Candy Stores (g) + 8,7 +16,8 + 	7. 

Men's Clothing Stores 	,..... +482 + 0,4 +274 — 0? 
Womens Clothing Stores +5709 — 0.6 +171 + 7 

Department Stores 	..,.... +32.6 3,5 +10.4 + 	c• 

Drug Stores 	,.......,.. +60.2 + 5,3 + 8.4 + 
Furniture Stores 	,.,....,, — 1,3 -12,1 +10.7 — S 
Grocery and Meat Stores +60.9 + 1,6 + 7.8 + 4.? 
Hardware Stores +24,9 — 5,7 + 4,4 4E 
Radio and Electrical Stores, 7,5 -16,6 + 2.8 -15 
Restaurants +74,7 +15,3 — 2,4 +2C P 
Variety Stores +62.1 — 403 +15,0 + 

P 	' 	i Pl::e St.rs and jew H cry S tores 

Boot and Shoe Stores 	Jewellery Storc 
Sales in 

Sales in 	October, 194? 
October, 1943 	Compared witY 

Region 	Compared with 	Sales in 
Sales in 	October, 1942 

October, 1942 	Includ- Exclud 
thg tax ing tax 

-2.3 	+20.8 	+20.7 

Maritime Provinces ...... + 5.2 +27,3 +26, 7  
Quebec 	.,0.0,.,000so•ooc0oO — 101 + 5,3 + 5.8 

Ontario 	.................... — 5.3 +26,5 
Prairie 	Prorinces 	,,........ + 8.2 +38,5 +37 
British Columbia ,,..,,.,,, — 6,1 + 6,9 * 	R- 

(g) Not available. 



Index Numbers of 
A 	'nadlusted. 	8. Adjuatid 

(Figures for the 

/5 
Retail Sales - (Average for 1935-1939 - 100) 
for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 

current year are subject to final revision) 

General Boots an 	/ C 	d 'h - 	Men's 
Yer 	prid Mcrr. Index - and Shoàs C1othin(c) 

A B A B A B A B 

;ctober, 	1929 	... 159,2 142.6 161.6 163.1 (g) (g) 235.1 184.5 
ctober, 	1933 	.... 91.1 87,8 89.9 96.3 (g) (g) 92.3 77.1 

fl:tober, 	1939 	.... 117.9 111.1 103.0 103.9 (g) (g) 133.8 110.9 
Jrtober, 	1941 	,... 152.5 138,1 133,4 129.8 143,5 156.5 169.4 133.4 
Cctober, 	1942 .,., 174.2 152.2 175.8 160.9 174.4 181.3 197.5 148.1 

Tvernber 	.,,,,, 164,8 161.6 157,4 169,0 157.2 190.2 194.8 160,8 
0-cember 	,,,... 213.4 156.4 206.3 151.0 395,2 170,0 263.8 160.7 

lJ4: 
January ,,.,.., 128.9 155.8 103,7 133,4 138.0 191.9 107.4 138.2 
February ...... 131.0 168,5 131.2 221.7 173.7 17L.]. 111.1 188.1 
March 	.,....... 151.4 167.8 139.3 198.7 143.9 191.2 136.9 182.0 
Ajri1 	......... 167,7 163,3 186.1 145,3 199.3 144.0 187.0 176.1 
May 	........... 162,8 154.5 175.6 149.9 159.8 166.1 162.9 160.5 
Jne 	00• 0 158.8 155.5 198.5 16004 122.0 186.5 172.4 165.2 
July 	.......... 147.8 155.4 161.3 161.8 149,2 207.6 143.0 164.1 
Auuet 	......., 142.5 162.1 144,6 181.4 158.3 200,1 11708 16199 
September ..... 158.0 158.5 169,5 160.8 162,3 204,3 155.6 159.9 
':tober 	•,..... 173,0 157,1 171.8 158.4 189.6 202.1 198,3 153.1 

Woinen' s 
Year arid Month 	Clothing 	 Department 	 Drugs 

A 	B 	 A 	B 	 A' 	B 

October, 1929 ., 147.2 149.2 168.3 139.4 123,1 122.1 
October, 1933 .,,, 82,9 89.4 106.3 94.7 84,7 86.2 
october 0  1939 130,7 110.1 132.4 118,0 107.1 106.8 
October, 1941 164.1 131,3 160,0 136,5 141.6 135.9 
October, 1942 207.7 158.2 181.9 152,9 162.9 152,9 

42 
Nvember ,,.,, 184.3 172.7 187,4 168.5 148.4 154.7 
Pecember 261.8 174.1 241.6 146.6 213,1 168,8 

nuary 	....... 127.2 174.5 107,8 148.1 151.5 158,9 
:bruary 	....,. 127.7 219,6 116.2 154,5 149.0 165.3 

156,8 190,7 145.4 164,3 159.9 162.9 
April 	,,,,.,,,. 214,5 167.0 157.9 153.5 156.9 161.9 
ay 	..., .... ... 180.2 169.6 139.1 138.7 159,1 162,2 

On-xe 	.......,,, 174.9 157.3 136.8 130.9 154,4 164.2 
151.9 172.7 112.5 144,7 159.7 159.8 

August 	....... 13909 199.0 120.9 148.4 153.8 157.1 
September 	..... 176.2 188,9 159.1 156,8 158.3 157.9 
October 	....... 206.4 165,8 175,6 155,3 171.6 164.2 

"Includes men's furnishings. 
h) Candy indexes are based largely upon returns from retail candy chains. 

Not availac1e,, 



Ind.x Numbers of Retail Sa1e 	(Average for 1935-1939 - 100) 
A. Unadjusted0 B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Va&t.on 

(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 

Groceries 
Year and Month - 	Furniture 	and Mepta 	Hardware 

A 	B 	A 	•B 	A 	B 

October, 1929 
October, 1933 
October, 1939 
October, 1941 
October, 1942 
1942 

November 
Deoember 

1943 
January 
Februsxy 
March 	. 
April 
May 	000 

June 
July 
August 
Saptornber 
October 

1855 152,9 137,1 134,5 .169,2 139.0 
78.9 72.2 85,6 89,1 87,0 77,,2 

130.6 113,5 103,9 108,2 125,8 111.6 
140.5 11768 145,2 143.0 164.7 140.5 
146.6 120.1 164.6 152,2 166,6 142,,1 

120, 116.9 148,5 156.8 146.9 149.8 
141.9 120.0 178.1 163.7 162.0 145,8 

91.5 137.2 155,4 157.6 93,5 155,8 
94.8 121.4 149,7 163,0 99,1 181.4 
110,0 128,2 166.4 163.6 116.8 159.9 
132.9 123,3 172.7 174,9 1442 141.4 
145.0 115.7 177.1 167.4 168.9 128,0 
114,2 116,7 171.9 174.6 163,2 137,1 
105,4 130.9 170.0 161,0 154.2 135.9 
112.5 112.4 157,7 173,5 148.1 141.0 
116.4 102.8 155,1 160.8 150,5 130.6 
128,9 107,6 17.2 159.8 157.1 137.7 

Radio an 
Year and Month 	 Electrical 	Restaurants 	Variety 

A 	B 	 A 	B - 	A 	B 

October, 1929 
October, 1933 
October, 1939 
October, 1941 
October, 1942 
1942 

November 
December 

1943 
January 
February 
March 0.000,000 

April 
May ... ....... 
June 
July .,.,... 00 

August 
September 
October 

325.1 213.2 188.0 184,6 100.0 93,0 
81.8 62,7 88,5 88,0 77,? 76.6 
129,2 104.6 103.3 102,7 120.7 120.2 
153.6 119.5 131.0 128.2 173,0 166.2 
143.3 111.5 156.6 151.8 204,5 185,0 

130,4 106.4 150,4 161,1 199.0 204,0 
158.3 112,5 160,6 154.6 346.6 178.1 

114.6 148,0 153.1 162,6 128.4 195,2 
101,9 137.0 148.1 167,7 139.1 206,0 
110,2 128.5 175,4 176,9 153.5 198,8 
114,8 125.9 172.4 172.O 182,9 198,6 
119.6 107.0 172.5 170,9 190,0 184,8 
107,2 115.5 170.4 1706 184,3 181,6 
97,7 122,8 176.0 166..1 183,4 172.5 

100.0 127,4 180,9 169.7 160,2 174.8 
116.2 99.6 185.0 177.6 170.2 183.2 
119.5 96,8 180-5 178,4 195.7 182.4 



ii 
es of Retail S&IeL by Provinces (Average for 	1935-1939 100) 
:gures for the current year are subject to final reIsion) 

Mar.tine Quebec Ontario jrairLe British 
-. ovies no OV1flO88 Columbia 

'ens Clothing Stores 

ober 9 	139 	.. 1338 1194 1153 131.4 19O6 1276 
;ober, 1940 1455 165,2 134,3 145,3 166,0 1302 

,V:ober9 	1941 	.. 16,4 1977 1696 169.1 171,1 1430 
H 	'cber, 	1942 1975 2532 192.8 184,0 216,5 206,5 

Aust 	0'' 117,8 175.8 1177 103.7 1273 1285 
1556 203,5 154,0 147,3 1686 143.0 

:tober 	.,,, 	... 198,3 257,0 190,7 1845 235,1 187,O 
.ange 9  
October 9  1943 + O4 + 15 1,1 + 0.3 + 85 . 	9,4 

H' 	'hange 
1941 0.,2 + 43 4.3 3.1 +14.4 + 1.8 
1942 

Wornens Clothing Stores 

ober, 	1939 	V•V • 130.7 125.9 121.0 131.3 150.3 127.6 
VVober 	1940 148.6 172.6 143.2 147.4 160.8 140,8 
.ober, 	1941 	.,,.... 164.1 1748 170.7 163.4 158,6 152,5 
ober, 	1942 	-. 207,7 234,7 202.7 200.9 207.6 245.2 

Aupust 139,9 172.5 128,5 135,4 145,2 173.5 
Siptember 176.2 187,3 157,4 182.3 176.3 193.2 

206.4 227.0 189.3 202.5 233.0 225.6 
L VV.1g. 

rtober 	1943 - 0.6 - 3.3 " 6.6 + 0,8 +12.2 - 8.0 
Vtober, 1942 

H 	.age, 
1943 + 7.5 + 9-5 + 2,1 + 6,3 +18.8 +11,9 

V 	,-1:g 

Grocery and Meat Stores 

October, 	1939 ..,.,,, 103,9 104.7 103.7 102.2 110.4 102,3 
0ctober, 1940 120.8 122.2 114.8 1216 1304 121.4 
October 9  1941 	... 145,2 154,2 140.7 145.9 148-0 142,6 
October 9 	1942 	.. ,, ,.,,. 164.6 183.8 162.3 161,9 166.7 161,2 
1943 

August 	.,,. 	 ..,,, 157,7 178,6 148,4 147,3 191,8 168..8 
September 	....-.. 155.1 184.1 149.8 146,4 175,5 154.0 
October 	• - V• 	 V• 167.2 194.7 163.7 163.1 175.7 155.0 

% Change, 
October, 	1943 	.., + 1.6 + 5,9 + 0.9 + 0.7 + 5.4 3.8 
october, 194 

% Change, 
J'an.-Oct., 1943 + 4.9 + 9.8 + 7.6 + 1.7 + 6,4 + 	3,7 
"an. -Ot.T4 

o) Includes men's furnishings,, 



- 	 -  
Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces - (Average for 1935-1939 	100) 

(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 

Year and Month 	CANADA Maritime  Quebec 	Ontario Prairie British  
Provinces 	ProvinQes Coliznibja 

Department Store8 

October, 1939 
October, 1940 ...... 

October, 1941 ...... 

October, 1942 ...... 

1943 
August .......... 
September 
October .........  

% Change, 
October, 1943 
October, 1942 

% Change, 
Jan.-Oct., 1943 
Jan.-Oct., 1942 

132.4 123.4 121.5 120.5 161.9 120.2 
141.1 152.1 135.9 136.6 149.0 136.9 
160.0 180.7 163.7 158.5 154.5 161.0 
181,9 208.8 188.0 169.4 180.3 203.0 

120.9 140.8 126.0 113.9 112.8 145.3 
159.1 199.1 165.5 148.9 157.6 164.9 
175.6 211.4 183.3 161.8 185.8 1670 

- 3.5 + 1.2 - 2.5 - 4.5 + 3.1 -17.7 

+ 0.3 + 3.5 + 0.2 - 3.8 + 5,6 + 0,1 

Variety Stores 

October, 1939 ...... 
October, 1940 
October, 1941 
October, 1942 
1943 

August . . . . . . . . 
September ....... 

October. 
% Change, 

October, 1943 
October, 1942 

% Change, 
Jan.-Oct., 1943 
Jan,-Oct, 194 

120.7 134.4 121.8 115.8 135.8 107.5 
146.9 184.2 150.4 138.5 163.0 118,2 
173.0 220.3 184.4 164.3 173,4 133.3 
204.5 270.4 229.8 191.0 185.5 158.1 

160.2 207.5 180.0 145.0 15805 135,5 
170.2 221.0 193.8 158.9 155.0 127.3 
195.7 257,7 210.9 183,1 199.9 146.0 

- 4.3 4.7 - 8.2 - 4.1 + 7,8 - 8.3 

0.4 0,2 + 	2.5 1,3 + 44 - 312 

Drug Stores 

October, 1939 .,.,.. 107.1 104.5 108.3 101.2 120.6 111.9 
October, 1940 ..,.. 124.1 129,2 120.9 118.5 138.4 128.4 
October, 1941 141.6 153.2 139.1 134.9 156.0 145,4 
October, 1942 . 162.9 196.7 159.5 153.9 171.2 176,7 
1943 

August 	.......... 153.8 194.9 146.8 145.6 160.8 168;1 
September 158.3 185.0 151.2 151.8 162,1 181.9 
October 	......... 171.6 205.1 165.1 161.5 185.7 187.3 

Change, 
October, 1943 ... + 5.3 + 4.3 + 3.5 + 4.9 + 8.5 + 6.0 
October, 1942 

% Change, 
Jan.-Oct., 1943 	. + 9.5 +10.4 + 9.3 + 7.1 +12.0 +17.8 
Jan.-Oct., 1942 



DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 

October, 1942 and October, 1943 
:o1r sales of 19 firms including mail order houses) 

October, 	October, % Change, 

1942 	1943 	1943/1942 

TOTAL SALES, ALl DEPARTENTS ..•. 	32,993,248 31,973,751 	- 3.1 

1. Vloner's dresses, mats and suits ... 	3,982,904 3,9,780 	- 0.6 

2.  Girls' 	andinfants'wear 	.......... ...,,.... 1,779,576 1,689,422 -5.1 

3.  Hosiery and gloves 	............. ..... 1,523,751 1,560,699 +2.4 

4.  Lingerie and corsets 	....................... 1,400,336 1,308,410 -6.6 

5.  Millinery 	...... ................ 459,054 462,298 + 0.7 

6.  Women's and children's apparel--(Total, 1-5) 9,145,621 8,980,609 - 1.8 

7.  Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings .,. 4,568,594 4,560,923 - 0.2 

B. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations 775,344 832,618 + 7.4 

9. Piece 	goods 	................,.......,...., 2,571,280 2,378,022 -7.5 

10. Smaliwarea ............ ..................... 	1,151,970 1,167,803 	+1,4 

11. Food and kindred products ................... 2,562,006 2,294,588 	-10.4 

12.  Furniture (including mattresses and springs) 1,722,482 1,643,302 - 4.6 

13.  Home furnishings 	................. 	......... 2,213,395 2,093,013 -5.4 

14.  Household appliances and e1ectric. supplies 786,752 563,298 -28.4 

15.  Hardware and kitchen utensils .......,..,... 973,544 942,765 - 3.2 

18. Radios, musical instruments and supplies ... 482,415 259,014 -46. 

17.  Shoes and other footwear 	................... 2,282,692 2,304,801 +1.0 

18.  Stationery, books and magazines ............ 470,491 540,187 +14.8 

19.  All other departments, total 	............... 3,286,662 3,412,808 + 3.8. 
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