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Mcnthly Indexes of Retail Sales in Canada, October, 1943
{1935-T939 = 100)

Retail sales in Canada were 1C per cent higher in October than in Sep-
tember and were practically unchanged from October a year ago according to monthly
ipdex numbers of retail trade compiled for twelve individual kinds of business.
Tetal sales for the first ten months of 1943 averaged only 3 per cent above the
varresponding period of last year, The general unadjusted index of sales on the
Buse 1935-1939 = 100 stands at 173.0 for October compared with 168.0 for September
and 174.2 for October, 1842,

On meking allowances for differences in the number of busineas days in
different months and for normal seasonal variations, the adjusted index stands at
157.1 for October compared with 158,5 for September. Seasonally adjusted indsxes
for eight of the twalve 4radss for which fizures are aveillsesble dedlined hetween
Az phgmoer and October while in four instences the adjusted Index moved wbwi,

Jewellécy store saled amraged 21 por csat kighsr iln Octoder of thls year
Ehan last, all ragloms ofdhe Country sharing 4n the increase with gains ranging
from 5 per cent in Quebec to 39 per cent in the Prairie Provinces being reported,
With this exception, the other trades included in the survey and dealing chiefly in
durable merchandise registered lower than in 1942 both for the month of October
and also for the year to date. Furniture store sales averaged 12 per cent lower
in October this year than last and were down by 8 per cent in the ten-month com-
parison. Radio and electrical store sales declined 17 per cent for the month of
(October and 16 per cent for the first ten months of this year compared with last.
Hardware stores transacted 6 per cent less dollar business in October of this year
then last snd were down by 5 per cent for the year to date.

Restaurant receipts were 15 per cent higher in October of this year than
laat awd averaged 21 per cent higher for the first ten months. C(Candy shops con-
stituted the only other trade to register an appreciable increase, a gain of 9 per
cent over October, 1942 being recorded with sales for the first ten months of the
vear standing 7 per cent above the corresponding period a year ago. October sales
for other trades included in the survey were maintained within narrow limits of the
volume of business transacted in October last year.

Data available on a regional basis generally show the Prairie Provinces
standing highest in point of view of increased sales over 1942 both for the month
of October and also for the first ten months of this year. Department store sales
in the Prairie Provinces averaged 3 per cent higher in October of this year than
last and were up by €6 per cent for the year to date. Comparable percentage changes
for Canada as a whole and for the other eccnomic divisions of the country between
October of this year and last, with results for the first ten months in brackets,
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are as follows: Canada, -4 per cert (unchenged}; MHaritims Provincss, +1 per o%
ner cent); Quebec, -3 ver cent (unchanged)s Optaric, -5 pes cent (-4 per cent);
B-itish Columbia, -16 per osnt funchapged).

kg

Foud staras includ e Ea:ra v and nLqﬁlraninn grofery and wesi evteblish-
ments fransactsd agbrovimeabely the sams dolliar etness Iu Cochober of this year as
last and were upjS per & for he flrst ten months of the year. Carresponding

rercentage changes for the month cf (ctober for the variocus economic divisicns, wi%h
results for the year to date in bra-'=s . are as follows: Maritime Provinces, + 8
per cent (+‘u per cert); Quebec, +1 per cent (+8 per ,ert), Ontaniiey *1 per cent

{+2 per cent}; Prairie Prnvlnces, +5 per cent (+6 per cent); and Briti golumbia,
-4 per cent (+4 per cent).

Sales feor 19 departmentul firms which report their sales by departments
areraged 3 per cent lower in October, 1943 than in the correspcrding mrrth of 1942.
Sales of departments specializing in durable goods centinue te show major declines
cempared with earlier pericds. The household appliance znd electrical supplies de-
gartment reported a decline ~f 23 pur c=ni below Ccotober, 1942, while the radic aud

musical-instrument-denartasdt recdrded a decline of 46 per ceni. ctal sales for
+he women's and children's aprars! depertment were down slightly by . ~or cort while
the men's and tovs' cicthing and furnishings departmen! was maintained.at the Octo-

ter, 1942 level, The piece guoods depertmeant declined € per cent, fuod and kindred
groducts, 10 per cent, furniturs, § per cent and homs furnishings, 5 per cent, The
drugs and tcilet articles and preparaticns department reporied en increase cf 7 per
cent while & more substential gain of 1E per cent was recorded for staticnery, books
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The general index of retail sales is prepared for cach of five economic
divisicns of Canada. These are tased cn results for sever trades for which rsgion-
a. stotistics are compiled, namely, men‘'s clething stores, womer's apparel sheps,
departmsnt stores, country general shores, variet y stores, food stores and drug
stores. The compcsite index for the five regions raveals that sales iz Canada as
a whcle were 4 per cert higher in the third quarter of this year than last. This
represents a slight narrowing in the externt of increase in 1943 sales over 1942,
gains of 6 per cent having been recorded in each of the first two guarters. Cumu-
lative indexes for the first nine months averaged 5 per cent above these for the
January-to-September pericd of last year,

The increase over 1642 established durirg the first six months of 1943
in the Maritime Provinces and in the Prairie Provinces was meintaired in the
third querter. Increases of 9 per cent for the Maritime Provinces in the first
two querters were followed by a 10 per cent gain in the third quarter. Aun incresse
of § per cent for the Prairie Provinces in the latest quarter compares with gains
of 8 per cent in the first quarter and 12 per cent in the second. Results for the
year-to-date showed gains of 10 per cent occurring in both the Maritime and Prairie
Provinces. Increases in Quebec have teen gradually reduced, gains of 8, 7 and 4
per cent in each quarterly period resulting in an average advance of 6 per cent for
the first nine months of this year over last. A reversal in trend was apparent in
results for Britishk Cclumbis where increases of 9 and 7 per cent in the first two
quarters were follcwed by a 2 per cent decline in the third quarter. The average
gain for the year-to-date amounted %o 6 per cert. The results recorded in Crnrerid,
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other sections of the zountry. Onturic <eles were 1 per cent higher in the first
nine moenths of this vear cver last
guarteriy Comparison 6f Salas Ip FTirst Hiue Menths of 1943 and 10942, by Provinces
CANADL Maritlma Quebec Ontario Pra}rlo British
Proevinces Provinces Columbia
*irst Nine Months ... E B = + 5.9 o A + 9,8 + 5,6
First Quartsr .. - o + 5.8 + 9,4 T8 & 1S + 7,8 + 9.4
Second Quarter 0862 + 9.2 GRS e (9 +12.0 + T.4
Third Quarter ¥ LS + 3.5 (a) + 9,3 - 1.6




AL
Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1942 and 1943, by Kinds of Pusiness

{Comparisons are based on dollar value. No Ty
corrections have been made for higher prices.) ‘
October, 1943 - Cumulative
+ or - per cent compared with Indexes
Kind of Rusiness October, October, September, Jan.-Oct. ;1943
1939 1942 1943 Jan.-Oct., 1947
General IndeX .ccccooneconon +46.,7 - 0,7 + 9,5 + 8.0
Boot and Shoe Stores ...00.4 +66.8 - 203 + 1.4 e
Gandy - StOres . sceviccooavos (g) + 8.7 +16.8 + T8
Men's Clothing Stores c.oos. +48.2 + 0.4 +27.4 < 0.5
Women‘s Clothing Stores ...o +57,.9 - 0.6 +17.1 + Tul
Department Stores ..ccecsnos +32.6 - 3,5 +10,4 + G.d
D SiEarcsFwer. fo, S 8 Lo +60,.2 + 5.3 +1'gl4 + 19:6
Furniture $t6res .es0c0ensva0 - 1.3 -12.1 +10.7 ~ Bal
Grocery and Meat Stores .... +60.9 + 1.6 + 7.8 + 4.4
Hardware Stores ccococscceonoe +24.9 - 5.7 + 4.4 - 4.6
Radio and Electrical Stores. = TS -16.6 + 2.8 ~15.4
Restaurants c.:.ccscesceceoes +74.7 +16,3 - 2.4 +2044G
Variety Stores occccconcasnen +62.1 - 4.3 +15,C + C.%
Corniertaba of Poowi) Sales ol Bant amd Shoe Skharas and Jewsllery Stores 4
Boot and Shoe Stores Jewellery Stores
Sales 1n
Sales in October, 1943 '
3 October, 1943 Compared with
Region Compared with Sales in
Sales in October, 1942
October, 1942 Includ-  Exclud=~ ‘
ing tax ing tax
CANADA «:cccoonsvnose - 2.3 +20.8 +20.7 i
Maritime Provinces c.ecccecoe + 5,2 +27.3 *ZEY
QUeDOC escsc0ensscsesaccnson - 1.1 + 5.3 + 1548
BRI o s ans oo - §- vy Aums - 5,3 +26.5 +26,0 '
REREr 161 IPROARCBE o or 561 8o ois i +38.5 +3748
British Columbia cecocscecss - 6,1 + 6.9 + 8.0

(g) Not available.
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Index Numbers of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100)
A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision)

;ﬁ
Year and Mouth Index and Shoes Candy (i) Clothing(c)
S s L B A B A B A B
Detober, 1929 ... 159.2 142.6 161.6 163.1 (g) (g) 235,1 184.5
Dctober, 1933 .... . 91.1 87.8 89.9 96.3 (g) (g) 923 nTTed
pEsgber’, 1939 vae.' 'f 11Z.9 FLIDLY 103.0 103.9 (g) (g) 138p8 L10e9
Dctober, 1941 .... 152.5 138.1 133.4 129.8 143.5 156,5 169.4 133.4
OGetober, 1942 .... 174.Q ~152. 2 175.8 160.9 174.4 181.3 197.56 148.1
1942
T November .....-. 164.8 161.6 157.4 169.0 157.2 190.2 1954.8 160.8
December ..s... 213.4 156.4 206.3 151.0 395.2 170.0 263.8 160.7
0048
T BRRDAYT. ¥ oo one 128.9 155.8 103.7 133.4 138.0 191.9 107.4 138.2
February ceceoe 131.0 168.5 T2 - 2288y | ATET AN 111.1 188,1
e R 151.4 167.8 139.3 198.7 143.9 191.2 136.9 182.0
L s ihare. s 167.7 163.3 186.1 145.3 199.3 144.0 187.0., 178.1
B E Tl - o 162.8 154.5 175.6 149.9 159.8 166.1 162.9 160.5
P . . giinnie. 158.8 155.5 198.5 160.4 122.0 186.5 172,4 165.2
Y 4 s . 147.8 155.4 161.3 161.8 149.2 207.6 143.0 164.1
BBGIAE ot o onie o 142.5 162.1 144.8 181.4 158.3 200.1 117.8 161.9
September ..... 158.0 158.5 169.5 160.8 162.3 204.3 155.6 159.9
Adtober ...des. 173.0- 157.1 171.8 158.4 189.6 202.1 198.3 153.1
1 " ﬁom e‘n_?s
Year and Month Clothing Feiar thent Drugs
K B A B A B
October, 1929 .... W2 1952 168.3 139.4 1280 82,
October, 1933 .... 82.9 89.4 ©106,3 94,7 88.7 ~66.2
drigber’s 1989 ... 130.7 110.1 Wi vlak.g 10§« 06 .. &
October, 1941 .... 164.1 131,3 "'160,0 136.5 141.6 135.9
October, 1942 .... 207.7 158.2 181.9 152.9 162.9 152.9
1942
T November ...... 1aNG3 | 1TRa7 187.4 168.5 148,4 154.7
December ..... - 261.8 174,1 241.6 146.8 20881 "8
1543
T JRRUATY c.coeo 12§.2 | 234 26 107.8 148.1 151.5 158.9
FSBruary «..o.o 1887 ~219.8 116.2 154.5 149.0 165,83
Hereh .c..cieone 156.8 190.7 145.4 164.3 199.9 162.9
Bl e des e 214.5 167.0 157.9 153.5 156.9 161.9
Ty U S 180.2 169.6 139.1 138.7 159.1 162.2
BT o sris & 5 174.9 1578 136.8 130.9 154.4 164.2
SRR Mom s s oo 168.9 ~AFR:7 112.5 144.7 169.7 159.8
AEEAt o Fevee o 139.9 199.0 120.9 148.4 eI | Dl 7
September ..... 176.2 188.9 159.1 156.8 158.3 157,9
e tOber ....... 206.4 165.8 175.6  155.3 171.6 164.2

Tc} Includes men's furnishings,
th) Candy indexes are based largely upon returns from retail candy chains.
[g) Not available.
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Indsx Numbers of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100)

A. Unadjusted, B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal variations.
{Pigures for the current year are subject to final revision)

. Groceries
Year and Month Furniture and 'Meats Hardware
A B A B A B
October, 1929 ..o, . 185,56 152.9 1378 ¢ 13456 .169.2 139.0
Octhebler , W3S .40 78,9 T2.2 85.6 89,1 87.0 yari v
October, 1939 ..o 130.6 113,56 10528 1082 125,85 1SS
October, 1941 ,.... 140.5 117.8 145.2 143.0 164.7 140.5
October, 1942 ..., 146.6 120,11 164.6 152.2 166.,6 142.1
1942
" November . ....o 126.8 116,9 148.5 156.8 146.9 149.8
December ...... 141.5 .120.0 178.1 163.7 162.0 145.8
1943 .
JRDUBTY «-.oc0o0e ) NS Y 55,4 15T E 93.5 155.8
February ....o. 94,8 121.4 49, 7T 63518 99.1 181.4
March L. oV . 56 o 110.0 128.2 166.4 163.6 116.8 159.9
WPTEAL ¥ oo 5 oo 132.9 123.3 172.7 174.9 144.2 141.4
MR Yo oo Ao 145.0 115.7 LT 10 LK) et 168.39 128,0
JUne ccoceecoccoooe il4.2 116.7 LTSI 74 .6 163.2 137,11
JUly secoccososne 105.4 130.9 FROe NG T, 6 154.2 135.9
BRMEAEE! s o 5 5% 112.5 1il12.4 sl s ks A 148.1 141.0
September ..... 116.4 102.8 155,44 {1 60mE 150.5 130.6
Oetiobear | k. ohklk 128 .9 107.6 167.2 159.8 157.1 1377
=TI —~ =— - ——
~ Redio and ,
Year and Month Electrical Restaurants Veriety
A B A B A B
October, 1929 .... ol e 188.0 184.6 100.0 93.0
October, "193% ..., 8..8 62.7 88.5 88.0 77 N 76,6
October, 1939 .... 129.2 " 104.6 1@54% « 1@257 120,7 120.2
October, 1941 ..., L 536! SINILaES 1.3k OH! 288 2 173 0 852
October, 1942 .... 1433 Lell1 .05 156461 158 204.5 185.0
1942
November :sococce 130.4 106.4 150.4 161.1 196.0 204.0
December ...... 155815 111285 160,66 154.6 246.6 178.1
1943
JEntasye . JJ 8 ov 114.6 148.0 153518 " I62E6 128.4 195.2
February c.oc.o 101.8 137.0 148.1 167.7 139.1 206.0
MarehHas, . 85 o - o 1io0.2 128,5 175.4 176.9 1583.5 198,8
AR, 8. o TIERRIT 172 5139 1724 1720 182.9 198.6
" May cecoconcaco F10 46 « 107, @ 17245 & 17049 190,0 184.8
Juner T - Attt 1O TR 2R NGRS 170,4 170.:6 184.3 181.6
JUudiya S - o v oo TN 1228 176.0 166.1 183 .4 117206
August c.cccooe 1000 4 1278 180.9 169.7 160,2 174.8
September ..... 152 99.6 L8 5EGE G L7024 18352
Ceitobear | M as 5@ 119.5 96,8 180.5 178.4 195.7 182.4
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Urad jus tad Indexes of Reteil Sale:s by Provinces -~ (Average for 1935-1939 = lOO)
(Figures for the current year are subject to finel revision)

- -

Maritime Preirie British

Provinses

o~

Yesar and Month GARATA uebec Ontario

Frovinces Columbia

(c)

UOotober , 1940 4.0 145.5 1652 134.3 145.3 166.0 130.2
Beiober,,194) . .x .o« 169.4 17T 169.6 169.1 7 il 143.0
Geiober, 1942 ... ... 197.5 263.2 152.8 184.0 216.5 206.5
1514
s AN T T 117.8 1758 LT 9% 106 .7 7. 8§ 128 .15
gaptember seeas. UHSEE 203.5 154.0 147.3 168.6 143.0
DFtober 2 vare b on 198,3 25710 190.7 184.5 G, 1 187 .G
% Change,
October , 1943 - 3 + 0.4 T R e + 0,3 S8 5 - 9.4
October . 1642 -
i ahenge,
Jan.-0ct., 1943 , = 0.2 + 4.3 - 4.3 = ol +14.4 i )
Jen.--0ct., 1942 .

Women'is Clothing Stores

- ien's Clothing Stores
t Dotober, 1835 s::040 135.8 115.4 115.3 131.4 150.6 127.6
/

Gotober , 1929 . ..... 3¢z 125.9 121.0 131.3 150.3 127.6
Dotobar, 1940 . ... ... 148.6 172.6 143.2 147.4 160.8 140.8
Getober, 1941 ...... 164.1 174.8 170.7 163.4 168,6 152.5
Ootober, 1942 ...... 207.7 234.7 202.7 200.9  207.6 245.2
1843
T e R O 129.9 172.5 128.5 135.4 145.2 173.5
Saptember ....... V.4 187.3 157.4 182.3 [y 193.2
Dotdber ...... . .. 206.4 227.0 189.3 202.5 233.0 225.6
% Chanpe,
’ CGetober, 1943 ... - 0.6 - 3.3 -~ 6.6 + 0.8 $18.2 - 8.0
Tictover, 1342 ...
% Change,
Jan.~Oct., 1943 . St S + 9.8 £ Ral + 6.3 +18.8 +11.9

Jan.-0ct,, 1942

Grocery and Meat Stores

QOababer X 1939, oaq ook 103.9 104.7 103,7 102.2 110.4 102.3

October , 1940 ..., 120.8 122.2 114.8 17% 46 130.4 121.4
October, 1941 ...... 145.2 154.2 140.7 145.9 = 148.0 142.6
October , 1942 ...... 164.6 183.8 162.3 161.9 166.7 161.2
1943 :
Ir PRilanid geites o - - 157.7 178.6 148.4 147.3 191.8 168.8
| September ....... 158, 1 184.1 149.8 146.4 Ws.5 154.0
| October nn.-.s... 16%. 2 194.7 Ry 163.1 0y, 7 165.0
% Change, \
Octcber . 1943 ... + 1.6 + 5.9 + 0.9 + 0.7 + 54 - 3.8
Qcteber, 1942 ...
% Change, ;
Jan.-Oct., 1943 . + 4.9 - + 9.8 + 7.6 S 1 7 + 6.4 + 3.7

3o . -Qat,, 1598 .

(¢) Includes men's furnishings.
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Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100)
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision)

Year and Month CANADA ~MEritime o ohec ©  Onario - lreiris “hritish
Provinces Provinges Columbia
Department Stores
October, 1939 ..c... 132.4 123.4 121.5 120 161.9 J2082
October, 1940 ...... 141.1 IGNE 135.9 136.6 149.0 136.9
October, 1941 ...... 160.0 180.7 168.7 158.5 15446 1 v_d60.8
October, 1942 ...... 181.9 208.8 188.0 169.4 180.3 203.0
1943
Ruensts . o ... . 120.9 140.8 126,0 113.9 112.8 145.3
September «caeses 159.1 199.1 165, 5 148.9 15716 164.9
OSEEBBT <% inefn s o 1766 211.4 183.3 161.8 185.8 167.0
% Change,
October, 1543 ... - 3.5 B2 - 2.5 - 4.5 + 3.1 -17.7
October, 1942 ...
. % Change, ‘
Jan.-Oct., 1943 . + 0.3 + 3.5 + 0.2 - 3.8 + 5.6 + 0.1

Jan.-0Oct., 1942 .

Variety Stores

Ocivober. | 939 i. i o 1200 134.4 JZNl S 115.8 135.8 IOTES
October, 1940 c..... 146.9 184.2 150.4 138.5 '163.0 118:2
October, I Y e 17840 22023 184.4 164.3 173.4 1332
Geiioben’, 4R | 'v.% .5 204.5 270.4 229.8 191.0 185ad 158N
1943 1

August coccescees 160,2 207.5 180.0 145.0 15808 135.5
| September ......- 170.2 221.0 193.8 158.9 155.0 12 7.%

_(’)ctoben.o......° 195.7 251 &7 210.9 183.1 199.9 145.0
% Change,

October, 1943 ... - 4.3 - 4.7 - 8.2 - 4.1 + 7.8 - 8.3

October, 1942 ...
% Change,

Jan.-0ct., 1943 . a 0.4 e k2 425 s A8

+ 4.4 = a2
Jan.-0ct., 1942 .

Drug Stores

deitabeniy 1939 -sern 107.1 104.5 108.3° L0152 120.6 111.9
October, 1940 ..,..a 124.1 12052, 7)1 12058 118.5 138.4 128.4
@citober, 1941 .....s 141.6 153.2 139.1 134.9 -156.0 145.4
October ; 1982 iv..4% 162.2 119657 159.5 153.9 plyat=r ETET
1943
TS A o0 d o Loy e 153.8 194.9 146.8 145.6 160.8 168:1
September ....... 158.3 185.0 151.2 151.8 162.1 181.9
Octobher cceesscse 171.6 205.1 16591 161.5 185.7 WV, 3
% Change, ,
October, 1943 ... + 5.3 + 4.3 + 3.5 + 4.9 + B.5 + 6.0
October, 1942 ... :
% Change, ,
Jan.-0ct., 1943 . 4 9ud +10.4 + 9.3 § Nl +12.0 +17.8

Jan.~0Oct., 1542 .
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS

October, 1942 and October, 1943

(Based on dnllar sales of 19 firms including mail order houses)
October, October, % Change,
1942 1943 1943 /1942
$ $

TOTATr SAKES , Al DEBARTMENTE .ooome oot oos 32,993,248 31,973,751 - 3.1

Lo Miemeh swdresgies; CoRbts-agd SUIWS  seme-s o5 . 3,982,904 3,959,780 - 0.6

BaeGilisl Sand dnfante)' WBRLL dcviboesess s ssece 1,779,506 1,689,422 = 5.1

3. Hoglery and gloves ..iseeccsncocccssssncesse 1,523,751 1,560;695 + 2.4

R HingerileVand FeorBets K o, Jo kit oot o o o0 ulte almjael ® L AGO;3S6M, 308490 - 6.6

5. Millinery .cecceccecccoesenccccscocscoaacesoe 459,054 462,298 + 0.7

6. Women's and children's apparel--(Total, 1-5) 9,145,621 8,980,609 =V 8

7. Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings ... 4,568,594 4,560,923 - 0.2

8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations . 775,344 832,618 + T.4

A WERACEN POOAS ~aie s 04 ¢l sy T 5i0l0aalo sla e v abins oo dle sl  20f 1,280 12,378,022 - 7.5

RUSEEANIBIRE AR 5 5% o 0de ask,e o alend ofabesets v asost ora.e oo s o o i 1 NEHO7Q " B, LEH ;803 + 1.4
11l. Food and kindred products ,.;....,g.oo..o... 2,562,006 2,294,588 -10.4
12, Furniture (including mattresses and springs) 1,722,482 1,643,302 - 4,6
13. Home furnishings ..cccoscecscccacscsocensncce 2,213,395 2,093,013 - 5.4
14. Household appliances and electricgd supplies 786,752 563,298 -28.4
156, Hardware and kitchen utensils «.cocececcocses 973,544 942,765 - 3.2
16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies ... 482,415 259,014  -46.3
17. Shoes and other foOLWEAT ...cceccosssessescs &,282,692 2,304,861 + 1.0
18, Stationery, books and magazines ..ceecccesee 470,491 540,187 +14.8
19, All other departments, totBl cevccecesocsoses 3,286,662 3,412,808 + 3.8
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