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Rebteil sales in Canada aversged 9 per cent higher in February of this year
than last and were practically on a par with the January level according to index
numbers calculated from returns received from a representative sample of firms repre-
senting twelve different typec of retail bucsiness. The general index of sales,
unadjuzted for ceasonzl movements and on the base; 1935-1933 = 100 stands at 130.5 for
February, at 128.7 for January, 13943, and at 120.1). for February & year ago.

A nurked increzce in retail choe store buziness reflecting the introduction
of shoe rationing in the United States forms the outstandirg feature of the retail
trade gctatistice for the month of Februery. Retail shoe store sales averaged 4% per
cent higher in Fetruary of this year compared with last; with inereases gaining in
magnitude from eagt to west. Sales in the Maritime Provinces were up 24 per cent,
Quebec szles advanced 25 per cent; Ontario, 43 per cent; Prairie Provinces, 67 per cent
end British Columbia, 88 per cent.

Women! s clothing stores also hnd greatly increxzged business in February with
dollar sales ranging 33 per cent higher than in February last year. Gaine for this
trade 2lazo were higher in the west than in the east, percentage increases over Fabrusery,
1342 etanding at 10 per cent for the Maritime Provinces, 23 per cent for Quebec, RO per
@ent for Ontario, 632 per cent for the Prairie Provincez znd 56 per cent for Briticsh
Columiia.

In the men's clothing trade major increagses in the western provinces were
modifiad B the results recorded for Ortorio znd Cuebec, sales for the Dominion asg
u vhole averaging only 7 per cent above Februsry, 1942. Soles in Ontario and-Quebec
were practically unciianged from last year; sales in the Maritime Provinces gained 7
per cent whils increases of 27 and 36 per cent were reported by the Prairie Provinces
and British Columbis respectively.

Pood atores ineluding srocery outlets and alszo stores selling both groceries
and mesats azvarnged 8 par fent higher in February of this year compared with lagzt,
rasults on & regionzl basgsis indicating gainz of 7 per cent for the Maritime Provinces,

2 per cent for Quebec, 1 per cent for Ontario, 6 per cent for the Prairie Provinces
and 8 per cent for Britizh Columbia. These figures cre based on monthly statements of
sales secured from all the lorger chain companiez and from a zemple numler of zome
1,000 independent stores. Separate resultse for chains and independente reveal
divergent trends, chain ctore sales standing 12 per cent lower in Februsry of this year
than last while the independents reported an average gein of 14 per cent in the same
comparison.
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Department store sales ztood 8 per cent higher in February, 1943, over
Februszry, 19242 and were also 8 per cent higher than in January, 1943. Gains over
Pobruary last vear on_a regional busis stand at 5 per cent for the laritime
Provinces, 8 per vent for Quebec, 6 per cent [or Onbtario, 10 per cent for the
Prairie Provinces and lg per cent for British Columbia.

Restuurant receipts were 23 per cent higher in February of this yesr
compared with last; drug store zales gained 14 per cent, variety ctores were up
8 per cent and candy stores 3 per cent. Furniture store sales were down by 12
per cent and storees specializing in radios or electrical appliances were down
by 8 per cent.

Figures for jewellery stores are not included in the calculation of
the general index of retail sales but sales figures are secured each month from
a representative sumple of jewellery stores. Two cets of percenttige changes are
shown for this trade in the attached tables. In one case the zales tax introduced
in the June budget of 1942 is included in the caleculationsz and in the other cose
thiz tax is excluded. Fipures for February are net yet sufficiently complete to
warrant publishing. Percentage chrnges betiieen Janucry of this year and last
reveal a decline of 14 per cent when the sales tax is excluded from the
.slculations and a decline of 1 per cent when the sales tax is included-

The total volume of sz2les in February, 1943 for those department store=s
which reported a breakdown of sales by departments averuged 6 per cent above
februcry, 1942. A lower coverage is uced in this breakdown summery than is used
in the conetruction of the index musbers and this accounts for the diffarence in
the comparicons shown for the two series. Increases in sesles of women's clothing
and footwear departments were outstanding, although substantisl inereaszes
occurred in February compared with February a year ago for many depertaents which
had reported declines in Janunary. The msjor declines recorded in Jamiary of this
year compared with lact for furniture, hougehnld appliances and electriceal
sipplies and for radios, musical instrumente snd suppliesz were modified in
February although sales for these departaents wers =ztill considerably below the
level of last year. Sules of home furnishings were € per cent higher in Februsry
of this year than last.
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Note: Due to incomplete coverzge il is not pogzible to give the [isurez for

jewallery stores genertlly shown in this bulletin. PFebrusry Cigures will
appear in the next issue.
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6. Viomen's and children's zpperel —- (Total, 1-5) 3,055,515 4,250,072 +23.5
f. Her'e and boys'! clothing and furnichings -.... 1,732,273 1,884,151 + [ Sgil
8. Druge and toilet srticlee und preparctionsz ... 714,199 724,856 S P
2. Piece-goods secsssacssscsasasacrasssssaascsases 1,852,821 1,952,0% SRleE.
S0 R a0 3 el B s b e Bes ah 2ol sashesoanansaes s 769,135 SBY, TS & 5l
S Food  shd EIRAPad DEOAMEES s ibessceccvecnesanes 25134119 . 2,168,588 + 1.5
12, Furniture (including mattresses and springs) . 1,535,765 1,234,979 19.6
135 Honh POrnishings cseesiseecreriraivossruneeneas 1y480,7028 1,586,848 e SR

14. Household appliancesz and electricazl supplies . 605,246 444,311 —-26.7

150 H‘I‘d‘h are cnd kltCheﬂ utens 11: tvacesssasannsosn 861,751 7’37,059 "11-0
16. Radiog, musziesl instruments 2nd supplies ..... 356,795 200,528 -15.8
17s Shoes and othier! foebweur ./..iccevensveccecase 1,184,825 1,495,321 +26 .8

18- s:a‘i’;ionel’y’ boo;{, .nd r’lu? n,S es 000000000 5‘15’02’1 \7:84,184 +12.0

A1l other depurtments, total ..ciseesecenuecees 2,135,768 2,259,735 i+ B
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