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Monthly_Indexes of Retail loc in 
(l9—l99 100) 

Retail sales in Canada averaged 9 per cent higher in February of this year 
than last and were practically on a par with the January level according to index 
numbers calculated from returns received from a representative sample of firms repre-
senting twelve different types of retail business. The general index of sales, 
unadjusted for seasonal movements and on the base, 1935-1939 = 100 stands at 130.5 for 
Februiry, at 128.7 for January, 1943, and at 120,1 for February a year ago. 

A marked increase in retail shoe store business reflecting the introduction 
of shoe rationing in the United States forms the outstanding feature of the retail 
trade statistics for the month of February. Retail shoe store sales averaged 43 per 
coit higher in February of this year compared with 1at, v:i.th increases gaining in 
magnitude from east to west. Sales in the Maritime Provinces were up 24 per cent, 
Quebec sales advanced 25 per cent; 0ntar.o, 43 per cent; Prairie Provincc, 67 per cent 
and British Columbia, 89 per cent. 

Wo;aen' s clothing stores also hrd greatly incressed business in February with 
dollar sales ranging 33 per cent higher than in February last year. Gains for this 
trade also were higher in the 7:e5t than in the east, percentage increases over February, 
942 standing at 10 per cent for the Maritime Provinces, 23 per cent for Quebec, 29 per 
ont for Ontario, 63 per cent for the Prairie Provinces and 56 per cent for British 

Colurrd 

in the men's clothing trade major increases in Lhe western provinces were 
inodjfid L, the results recorded for Ontario and Quebec, sales for the Dominion as 
a whole averaging only 7 per cent above February, 1942. Sales in Ontario and Quebec 
were practically unchanged from last year; sales in the 1aritime Provinces gained 7 
"p ant, whia :nc enaea of 7 and 36 per cent were reported by the Prairie Provinces 

vely. 

ag grocery outlets and also stores selling both groceries 
it higher in February of this year compared with last, 

.u1ts on a regional basis indicating gains of 7 per cent for the Maritime Provinces, 
12 per cent for Quebec 2  1 per cent for Ontario, 6 per cent for the Prairie Provinces 
and 8 per cent for British Columbia. These figures are based on monthly statements of 
sales secured from all the larger chain companies and from a sample numl;er of some 
1,000 independent stores. Separate results for chains and independents reveal 
divergent trends, chain store sales standing 12 per cent lower in February of this year 
than last while the independents reported an average gain of 14 per cent in the same 
comparison. 



-2- 

Department store sales stood 8 per cent 1üher in February, 1943, over 
Febru:ry, 1942 and were also 8 per cent higher than in January, 1943. Gainn over 
February last year on a regional basis stand at 5 per cent for the Maritime 
Provinces, 8 per cent for Quebec, 6 per cent for Ontario, 10 per cent for the 
Prairie Provinces and l$ per cent for British Columbia. 

Restaurn,nt receipts were 23 per cent higher in February of this yesr 
coiiipared with last; drug store sales Zained 14 per cent, variety stores were up 
8 per cent and candy stores 3 per cent. Fui.rnithre store sales were down by 12 
per cent and stores specializing in radios or electrical appliances were dOWfl 

by 8 per cent. 

Figures for jevicllery stores are not included in the calculation of 
the general index of retail Falen but sales figures are secured each month from 
a representative sample of jewellery stores. Two sets of percentage changes are 
shown for this trade in the attached tables. In one case the sales tax introduced 
in the June budget of 1942 is included in the calculations and in the other case 
this tax is excluded. Figures for February are not yet sufficiently csmplcte to 
warrant publishing. Percentage changes betv;ecn January of this year and last 
reveal a decline of 14 per cent when the sales tax is excluded from the 
calculations and a decline of 1 per cent when the sales tax is included 

The total volume of sales in February, 1.943 for those department stores 
which reported a breakdown of sales by departments averaged 6 per cent above 
February, 1942. A lower coverage is used in this breakdown summary than is used 
in the construction of the index numbers and this accounts for the difference in 
the comparisons shown for the two series. Increases in seles of woment  a clothing 
and footwear departments were outstanding, although a!Ib5tant.tal increases 
occurred in February compared with February a year ago for many depart.;ienbs which 
had reported declines in January. The major declines recorded in January of this 
year compared with last for furniture, houchold appliances and electrical 
supplies and for radios musical instruments and supplies were modified in 
February although sales for these departments were still considerably below the 
level of last year. Sales of home furnishings wore C per cent higber in Februr 
of this year than last. 



KInW; o Lu.Lne 
(CoIparion2 are btrd on 1Io11Lr v1.ue. flo 

corrections have been aade for higher prices) 

Februry, 1343 
+ or - per cent coopared with 

Kind of Busin'ss -- - 

February February Janu" ry 
1939 1342 134 

Gencr1 	I'dcx 	. .. .............. +C7.5 + + 1.4 
Boot, and Shoe Stores 	.......... +174.9 +4 	. +23.8 
Candy Stores 	.............. +9018 + 	.4 +21.1 
Men's C1othin 	Stores .........  +90.5 + 7.1 + 3.7 
V.ovn's C1othin 	8ore +126.6 +33.1 + 0.5 
DepartuenL Stores 	.............  +63.5 + 8.1 + 8.0 
Drug 	Stores 	................... +56.1 +13.7 - 

Furniture 	Stores 	.............. +24A -12.0 + 2.1 
Grocery and t1oat Stores ...... +56.7 1- 	5.6  
Hcriv:re 	Stores 	............. +70.7 - 0.1 + 
cd.o 	'nd 	1ectric.:1 Stores +44..5 - 7.6 -103 

Istiur.nts 
	

...................  +79.9  
Vrioty Stores 	....... . +991 + 7.6 + 6.3 

Corion of Re toll Sales of Boot ar.d Shoe Stores and Jq 

Fcbrunr, 1042 ad 1i.. 1.9.*3 
 -  Sj.-  - 	 P fl' - 	 - '--S- -  -----.-• 	j S t 

.n 	nuary,143 
s in Februory, 1943 	

.Ja 	2
C. 	nd v:ith S::1e 

..ith Sa1s n Fe 	191.: 	 1942 

Boot and 	 Jc':ellery 	J eze11ery 
Shoe 	O15 	 SLors 

Inc'ucing Excluding Including Excluding 
Tax 	Tox 

. . . .........  

Province'...... +23.5 ~20.8 + 66 
+24.6 See 	+ 5,5 -- 	R.9 
+42.5 Note 	- G..8 -12.6 

ii'.1rje Provinces +67.2 Below 	- 0 4 -2L0 
ritih Columbia +39.0 + 	C.]. - 7. 

Note; Due to incomplete coverage it is not possil1e to give the fiFures for 
jewellery stores generally ohown in this bulleU.n. Februc.ry fiure vilil 
appear in the next issue. 
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Index mer3 of Retnil for 1935-1939 100) 

A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusbed for iiwther of !3usim!vs Days and Sensonc.1 Variabion. 
(Figures for the current year are 2ubject to find revision) 

Generr1 Boots ., Men' s 
Year and Month Index and 	hoc Clothing (c)_ 

FeUru..ry, 	1929 	...... 115.3 143.3 108.1 166.8 170.8 231.1 145.1 249.5 
February, 1333 65.7 8].2 52.2 22.7 88.4 104.1 39.5 67.9 
February, 1933 77.9 30.2 46.7 93.8 35.8 93.0 56.7 36.0 

February, 1941 131,5 130.6 87.3 15.2 124.0 134.3 82.0 13808 
Fobrunry, 1942 ...... 120.0 154.7 83.5 173.9 158.3 171.5 104.0 176.1 

1942 

March 	.....,..., 144.7 181.4 130.4 192.2 127.7 163.4 108.4 210.2 

fleril............. 154.8 155.8 109.2 153.6 189.1 142.3 189.1 190.9 

153.4 140.1 167.3 139.0 146.6 144.0 153.9 157.5 

June 	............. 154.5 150.9 177.2 131.1 112.4 119.4 154.0 146.0 
Jul-, 	............. 137.4 150.3 111.7 147.4 11.3.1 133.7 123.2 149.0 
Autt 	......... 147.5 162.9 144.3 186.4 120.1 135.9 133.6 171.4 

Septa:abor 	........ 153.5 152.3 165.0 143.0 133.8 143.5 1 54. 2 155.4 
Octobar 	.......... 174. 3 152.0 175.2 150.2 165.6 103.1 197.4 14800 
Novernber 	.......... 164.8 161.7 157.0 174.0 151.7 133.1 104.4 160.5 
Decriiiber 	........ 213.5 156.4 206.1 146.7 327.5 173.7 263.9 160.8 

1943 
Jmuiry 	........ 128.7 155.8 103.7 142.3 135.2 180.2 107.4 138.2 

Feiruary 	........ 130.5 169.1 123.4 258.0 163.7 177.3 M.A. 188.5 

• . 	. Deirrt;neut Druc's Year 	.na hiontzi C1otirig  
-- A L B - A i3 

Fcbru:.ry, 	1323 	...... 97.3 152.5 106.8 135.2 114.8 123.6 

Februry, 1933 	...... 59.6 33.4 64.3 82.0 80.5 36.0 
Febru:ry, 1939 50.4 87.0 71.3 84.4 95.0 105.4 
Feocu..i'i, 	1941 53.9 139.1 94.8 120.1 112.5 124.8 
Febru.,, 1342 . 	 36.0 	165.0 	107.4 	142.3 	130.4 144.6 
1942 

March 	., 	........ 143.3 173.6 1.11.2 156.9 142.0 147.5 
April 	* ........... 184.0 153.1 115.1 148.8 143.4 148.1 
Mn:,' 	.... 	......... 166.7 153.3 142.2 140.1 144.2 146. 
June 	............ 159.3 143.8 139.6 131.1 139.4 148.1 
July 	............. 136.7 133.8 112.6 145.5 142.1 144.. 
LuuL 	........... 156.3 214.0 120.9 154.5 148.6 149. 

17.0 13..1 154.3 152.7 148.0 147.2 

D et ober 	.......... 200.2 157.1 181.9 152.9 163.1 153.0 

Ijovemior 	......... 183.8 172.2 137.4 168.5 148.4 154.7 

Decenber 	........ 201.1 173.7 241.6 146.6 213.0 168.7 
1943 

174.5 

213.8 

107.5 
116.1 

147.8 
154.3 

151.5 
148.3 

uj-ion return: from rotail candy chin:. 

.Janury .......... 	 27. 2 

Fehr'rir ......... 	127.8 

(a) Ine].1.de:men'3 furni:1in. 
(h) Candy indexes are based laraely 

158.9 
104.6 



for 1935-1939100) 
A. Undjtod. B. Adju2ti'd lor IUzaUcr of Business D:LyS and Soa$onal Varitio. 

(Figures for the current. :,er are 3uDject to final revision) 
- 

furniture 	Gx'ocerje s 	Ilarth:arc 
Year and Month 	_ _Le  

February, 1929 
'ehruary, 1333 ....... 
Februarj, 1933 ....... 
?'bruary, 1141 ...... 
'ebrurry, 1042. ...... 

1i 42 
March .......... 
April .......... 
My.............. 
June ............. 
July............ 
Aurust .......... 
September 
October ......... 
Novether ....... 
Dcce..hor ......... 

1:34.3 
January ..........  
Fcbrur..ry ........ 

143.6 173.7 116.5 126.8 95.0 148.4 
50.4 01.6 76.6 E3.4 28.0 64.1 
75.1 36.2 9.5.4 102.3 56.0 102.6 

104.4 12.3 117.0 127.3 73.2 1433 
100.1 16.0 141.6 154.2 95.7 175.2 

111.9 133.4 153.3 154.0 122.0 170.9 
123.0 113.1 157.4 101.4 149.0 140.1 
164.6 172.2 19.9 157.1 176.0 170.0 
121.1 132.3 163.7 172.1 164.6 125.7 
120.3 154.6 152.0 154.0 155.0 138.2 
122.2 135.0 102.7 160 162.2 154.5 
120.7 112.6 148.4 153.3 164.0 139.4 
152.1 124.7 043 152.4 167.5 142.9 
120.6 116.7 143.8 157.1 147.3 150.8 
142.4 01.7 173.5 164.0 162.4 146.1 

31.5 137.2 155.4 157.6 02.2 153.8 
93.4 119.8 110.5 162.8 95.6 175.2 

Radio and teaurant 	Variety 
Year and Month 	E1c t  rica1 

1923 	......$ 235.4 25).8 164.0 135.7 54.2 73.1 
1923 52.7 64.4 78.5 88.9 54.2 78.1 
1920 71.0 95.5 02.1 93.0 69.7 103.2 
1041 103.5 146.0 107.2 116.9 102.3 153.6 
1942 	....... 111.2 19.5 120.6 120.6 129.0 190.0 

126.9 152.7 140.0 142.6 148.2 191.3 
124.7 147.8 141.5 142.2 162.2 128.4 
152.6 156.5 145.1 142.5 186.4 180.0 
123.5 138.5 120.8 140.4 180.7 176.7 
1210 152.6 144.9 127.7 176.3 176.2 
120.1 160.6 150.6 140.0 180.1 185.5 
125.5 116.1 150.0 145.0 176.6 188.5 
144.4 112.4 156.6 151.8 204.5 185.0 
131.0 106.9 150.4 161.1 190.0 204.0 
160.1 113.8 163.6 154.6 346.6 178.1 

114.6 143.0 152.8 162.2 120.2 134.3 
102.8 133.2 147.7 167.2 138.8 205.5 

ruary, 
2. 
Fnbrix.' c:', 
Frthrun r'.r, 
I 242 

Ma rch 
px'i1 

iily .......... 
;ugus t. ........... 
;optimber  
"otober  
Iovo:ahar ......... 
December ......... 

1943 
Jcr.ury ..........  
FoUrury ........ 

4 



Februry 	1939 56.7 
Fobru.ry, 	1940 	. ... 	 ..... 67.7 
February, 	1941 	.. 	 ... 02.0 
Fobrury, 	1942 	....... 1040 
1942 

December 	.....- 263.9 
1943 

J anuary 	:.- 	 .• 107 . 4 
February 	....... .. 111.4 

, 	Cfl"; 
+ 7 .1 

February, 1942 
Chance, 
J...-Febj 	... + 0.4 
T..v 	 .. 	 - 

+ 6 9 
	

1.2 	- 79 	+180 	+20.3 

57 5 54 2 	53.2 49 8 60 2 
313 65.7 68.3 610 603 
106 1 75.1 0518 71 8 76, 5 
148.0 95.5 108.0 850 96 5 

	

2325 	271.9 	236.4 	256.2 

174.7 
	

970 	100.6 	1060 	113 5 
158,9 
	

95.5 	106.9 	117.6 	131 0 

+ 7.4 
	

1-0 	+36 9 	+35 8 

6 
Unn Ijucted Indexeg A Reb] S1 	by Pronc 	cA 	319 =100) 

Pipurec for the current year arc subjoct I.o final r - visieri) 

1L1fl 	 Prairie flritih 
Year anc.. 1onth 	C!.. :ADA Prov 	ObCC 	Onti 

(c) 

- ----- 	 - ._ 

February, 	1939 	.. 	 ..., 56.4 52..2 57.8 562 53.6 

February, 	1940 	... . 	. 63.0 70.0 606 67.9 68 5 
Fbrury, 1941 	... 80.9 346 319 80.3 727 
February, 	1942 	.. . 	. . 96.0 126.2 046 97.2 85.3 

1942 
Doceaber 	.. 	. 	. 	....... 21.1 317 5 244 7 273.1 23348 

1943 
January 	....... 127.2 15810 113 4 134 2 13'J.1 
Febivay 127.8 1333 116.4 125.5 138.9 

% CFt.ingo, 
+331 +10.4 +23.0 +29 1 +62.8 

Febcuary, 1942 
% Change., 

Jan --Feb 1 943 +207 +11.3 +18-5 +186 +27.4 
Jan.-FeL,1342.,.. 

60.1 
73.9 

96.7 

or 

1'A 6 
1.. 

+H 

+33.3 

Grocorj ........ and Meat. St.ors 

February, 	1933 	..... 95.4 928 103 3 
February 9 	1940 	.... 	 . 138 .0 106 .6 110 7 
February, 1941 - 117 0 117,1 117 
February, 	1342 	. ...... 141 6 151 9 i 
1342 

Dece:.ber 	......... . . 	178.5 133,7 
1943 

January 	.. ............... 155.4 165.9 1634 
February 	. 	... . 1490 162.2 161.3 

Change, 
+ 5.0 + 6..8 +11.6 

February, 1942 .. - 
Ch:ange, 

Jin,--Feb. 	1943 . + 4,4 + 5 8 +11 4 
JJn  

(c) includes mcnio furnir.hing- (a) Unchanged. 

	

98.5 	77.5 	80 

	

10916 	397 	105 

	

- flfl 7 	19..1 3 	11 

	

in i) 	L= 	 I' 	i:..... 

15316 	1284 	13911 
145.9 	NOW 	142.2 

+0.6 	+ 6 0 	+.78 

+0.5 	+1,4 	+ 2 5 



Un4jud 

 

Indexec,  of R] 	by Proc 	v 	:or 

(Figures 'or the current ye:ir are rubjoct to final revi9ion) 

Marit,ime 	 Pr;irie 	Brit.ih 

- Yezar and i.lorith 	 Quebec 	Ontorio Provincec ColuuLia 

Icanr taent S Lox 

'ebru:ry,1939. 71.0 63.3 73.3 71.8 6B.6 75.5 

FcLrury, 1.940 84 8 83 9 87 4 856 830 84.2 

Febru:iry 	1341 . 348 103.6 95.8 95.6 90 8 97.3 

Fobru r' 	1942 107 4 117 8 111 .0 108.6 98 9 113 1 

1342 
December 241 6 261 6 264 2 235 5 228 5 253 9 

1343 
January . 107 5 116 0 115 5 102 .6 103 .3 119.1 

Februiry . 	116 .1. 123 .4 120 .1 114 .9 108 .8 128 0 

% Chango 
Febrwry 	134 + 8 1 + 4 8 t8.2 +58 +10.0 +13.2 

Februarj 	1942 

JanFeb 1943 +34 04 +20 3.3 42.3 + 7 2 

Jan 	Feb 1942  

VariSbopc 

February  6917 653 69.6 70.4 665 76..3 

i'ebrury, 1340 86 7 93 4 87.9 8Z4 91 1 88 0 

F' 1 rutry, 	1341 1038 125,2 106.4 99.8 102.6 06 0 

February, ti42 129.0 167 .0 136.2 121 .9 12$i .7 113 8 

1042 
Dceiber 3466 449.8 349.9 330 .2 351.5 3.07.1 

1943 
J:riury 	......... 128 2 143.7 151.3 121.1 112 8 103.0 

7ebruary 	. . 138.8 156.3 1581 127.5 138.8 124.0 

bruc.r' 117 476 4.1 +161 +46 +104 + 9 0 
ru'ry i.:: 

J.,, 1343 4 	3,2 4,2 +122 + 0.7 40.5 + 0.9 
Jan  

Drue7 Storo 

February. 1939 .. 95 0 96.2 107 1 94.6 86.1 88.2 

Fcbru.rv 	1340 . 100.2 104 8 1066 98.4 37 9 97.0 

February, 1041 1.12.5 125.0 113.3 113.1 107.3 1.08.3 

February 	1942 . 	.. 	 - •. 	130.4 150 1 131 3 129.8 125.8 124.3 

1342 
December 2130 270 4 183.4 205 8 225 8 242.9 

1942 
Janury 1 151 5 171 6 15816 147,1 144.4 159.0 

'ebruz:ry 	...... .... 148 3 171.0 148.0 143.5 1482 158.2 

% Chz.nge.. 

Februtry 1943 +1 7 +139 +127 +1016 +17.9 +27 3 

Febru:'ry.. 1942 

Chunge 
Jan.-Fcb 	, 1943 	. +12 3 414 7 +14 2 + 9.4 +12.5 +23 0 

Jn 	F.b 1342 
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LEP1Ut]ENTST0hE 	i/DA, 1Y 

FFUAiXJ  132iDrb 

(Bried on dollar sales of 10 Firms including iai1 order houe) 

STTSTIflS 	TN4flA 	1pAy 
S 	'NADA February Foirurry % Cinge, 111I Ill I 	ii II II IIiiIIII 1942 1043 194Z,/'i.42 

___________________________________ 
1010736075 - 

TOTAL SALPS, ALL DARTi1ENT' .............. .108_2Q,886,149 +5.9 

1.  1`.'omcn 1 c (1re2o!, 	coats end 	uitc 	• 1 1 381,138 2 0 207,259 +12.6 

2.  Gir1' 	and inf:mt' icar 521,617 671 5 086 +28.2 

3.  Hosiery and g1ove 	................... 784,648 837,038 + 6.7 

4.Linerie and corsets 	...... 913 1 225 070 0 544 +6.3 

5.  Millinery 	........................ .......... 132,687 171,145 +30.5 

6.  Woments and children' 	apparel - (Total., 1-5) 3 1 035,515 4,859,072 +23.5 

7.  .ler 	and boy$' 	clot,hing and furnishings 1 1 792 0 271 1,884,151 + 5,1 

S. Drugs and toilet article2 and preparation3 711,199 724,353 + 1. 

9.  Piece 	goods 	.................................. l,852,22l 1,952,318 + 5.4 

10.Saai1v:are ............... 7G9,115 829,775 +5.1 

11.  Foodcndkindrrdproduct2.. ... . ........ 2,114 1 110 

1. Furniture (incliidinr mattrossec and cpringa) 1 1 535,765 1,234,. 

W. Ho;ao 	furnJahing 	.......................... 1,490,702 1 1 586 1 848 + 6.4 

14.  Houeho1d nppliance2 and electrical supplies . 635,046 444411 -26.7 

15.  Hardvzaro and kitchen utenail2 	................ 861,751 767,059 -11.0 

13. Padio, :uicr1 int,rtiiaentnnd supplies 356,795 100,538 -15.8 

17.  Shoes and other foot;ear ...... 	.. . 1 1 184,335 1,495 0 121 +26.2 

18.  Stationery, books and magazino 143,02'l 384,184 +12.0 

10.  All other departrnentc, 	total 	.............. 0.. 2 1 131,768 2 2 259 0 795 + 5.9 


