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Monthly Indexes of Retail Cales in Canada, April, 1943
[1935-1939 = 100]

Retail sales in April averaged 11 per cent higher than in March and wers
up 8 per cent compared with April, 1942 according to indexes of retail sales computed
from returns received from a sample number of firms and giving representation to 12
different types of retail trading. The general index of retail sales unadjusted
for seasonal movements and on the base 1335-1939 = 100 stands at 167.4 for April,
151.4 for March and at 154.9 for April, 1942,

The B per cent gain over April last year was somewhat higher than the
average increase recorded during the first quarter of the year, sales for the first
four months of 1243 averaging 6 per cent higher than for the corresponding months
of 1942. The 11 per cent increase in April over the immediately preceding month
of March was somewhat less than the usual seasonal movement for this period of the
year, having regard to the fact that Eester business was transacted entirely in
April this year. The general index of retail sales adjusted for seasonal movements
and incorporating a correction for the shifting date of Easter stands at 163.1 for
April compared with 167.7 for March and 168.6 for February.

Sales for men's specialty shops were unchanged in April ef this year
compared with last; radio and electrical shops reported a decline of 14 per cent,
witile hardware store sales were down by 5 per cent, All other lines of business
for which separate details are available registered increases over April, 134z,

Shoe store sales averaged 8 per cent higher in April of this year
than last with gains on a regional basis ranging from 4 per cent in Optario to 22
per cent in the Prairie Provinces. Sales for the first four months of 1943
‘ averaged 9 per cent higher than for the corresponding period of 1942,

Women's specialty shops transacted 17 per cent more business as
| neasured by dollar volume in Apri} of this year than last, a result which may be
| attributed entirely to the concentration of Easter business in April of this year.
On making allowances for normal sessonal movements for this trade anmd for the
shifting date of Easter a considerable decline in the underlying trend of
purchasing for women's specialty shops is recorded, the seasonally adjusted index
for the trade standing at 167.0 for April compared with 190.7 for March and 219.6
for February. All regions of the country shared in the increased dollar volume
in April of this year over last, increases for the various regions with percent-
age gains for the first four nonths of this year over last standing as follows:
Maritime Provimces, 21 per cent (20 per cent); quebec, 8 per cent (9 per cent);
Ontario, 1E pex cemt (13 Per cant); Prairie Provinces, 41 per cemt (26 vex cent)
L3 Fratima Coluagbia, Y pey eal (B8 par 2ent ).
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Regional Summary First guarter, 1943

Regional indexes c¢f sales are computed. for six of the individual lines
of business reviewed in this monthly bulletin. Indexes on a regional basis are
also computed for coumtry genaral stores and a special release is issued each
month. Composite indexes of sales based upon results for the seven trades for
which figures are available serve toc give an indication of the general trend in
retail purchasing in different-parts of the country.

Composite indexes computed in the manner outlined above indicate that
retail salss in British Columbie average 10 per cent higher in the first quarter
of this year than last closely followed by a 9 per cent increase in the Maritime
Provinces. The Prairie Provimces and Quebec both guired 8 per cent while Ontario
sales were only 2 per cent higher than in the first quarter of last ysar.
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Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1942 and 1943, by Xiuds of Business
(Comparisons are based on dollar value. No
corrections have been made for higher prices)

April, 1943 Cumulative
P + or - per cent compared with Indexes
Kind of Business
April, Aprisl ; March, Jan.-Apr.,1943
1938 1942 1943 Jan.-Apr.,1942
General IndeX ....esececacess +60.7 + 8.1 +10.6 + 5.6
Beot 'and Shoe StOreS ceeccees +61.1 + 8.4 +32.1 + 9450
BERdy SEGHES | .o okl iois o si0 000 o0 +45,1 + 3.8 +32, 8 + 3.1
Men's Clothing Stores ......e. +86.6 (a) +37.9 < Wb
Women's Clothing Stores...... +63.8 +16.9 +35.8 A5 4
Bepa Ttment [ISEares . .o-hl. 4.%0 +62.2 + 1805 + 8.3 S TS
U SHOREE' ... ulcs s s-clolele polbie +52.2 + 9.1 - 2.1 +11.7
B REtNBEASEOBREIS (oo s eislors siels & +29.0 + 2.6 +20.4 - 2.2
Grocery and Meat Stores ..... +56.9 + 2.7 + 3.7 + 6.9
Hardware SHOTES ceccccocaress +47,8 - 4,7 +22.3 - 5.1
Radio and Electrical Stores . +25.3 -14.4 + 538 -11.4
RESTAURENIVE) 18 livoreflihe: sl slsls sioxes & +84.8 +21.8 =p il +22.0
Variety "SHOPrES fas e 50 [sxersregs oo +81.6 o l8ad +19.3 + 4,9

.

Comparison of Retail Sales of Boot and Shoe Stares and Jewellery Stores

. “Boot and Shoe Stores Jewellery Stores
“ Sales in b
Sades- 1n April, 1943
Region April, 1943 Compared with
Compared with Sales in
Sales in &ril llc‘/&:
. ” ) o
April, 1942 Includ- Exclud-
ing tax ing tax
CIORIA, 2Ly < - o o = = ohofs + 8.4 +19,6 + 4.0
Maritime Provinces ..... +13.1 +26.9 +10,1
BS54 o ctee 43 46 W + 8.4 +16.2 + 0.3
Ontario Ce 80 @0 SO0 SO OE O SO +5.9 +15°0 +l'3
Prairie Provinces .....s +22.0 +23.6 + 8.1
Briteilsh Columbia ..:.... +16.8 +34.4 +16.6 -

(a) Unchanged.
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Index Numbers of Retail Sales - (Average far 1935-1939 = 100)
A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision)
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Genmeral Boots Men's
Year and Month Index and Shoes Candy (h) Clothing(c)
4 B N | A B S
Rl IR ook« L, 136.9 TR 34 176.9° 172.8 16055 1383 191.5 . 168.4
April,, 1933 .edess 85.5 82.0 96.8 82.9 1382 - O8. 9 107,.9 80.3
Aprily 1989 ...... 104.2 1034 114.2 88.7 135.3 I8 101028 98.2
Agmad s eel JL., 1858,6 HEE.1L 148.5 313 171.5" 12956 14657 +145.2
ApRad SR L2 .« | 154,955, 5 169.7 digef 389 14273 1888 1.80.6
1942
PR of . . .oiseans | ID90 0 ¢ ARA0 167.4 144.0 - 146.6 144.0 160,35 157.9
OGO - o177 awiiipe Mo-e! | 15455 150] 177.3 140.5 112.4 149.4 154.4 147.3
TRIRRE TYEY o asosols 5 suo 137.3 150.4 14%.5« 153.6 bRko) UL 123.6 149.5
August ........ 147.5 1l€E2.4 144.5 168.3 26 7 113509 1.5 172.6
September ..... 153.2 152.6 LIS I U5 S 130.8 143.5 153.8 154.9
Cetober ....... 174.2 .152.2 N75.81 16059 1651611 L1631 197.5. 148.1
November ...... 164.8 161.6 157.4 169.0 1S 7 GG 194.8 160.8
December ...... 213.4 156.4 206.3 151.0 32798 TR 265.18)11 160R7
1343
JERMORYE ‘carere 0w o ; 128.8 " 55,6 103.7 133.4 1535.2 180.2 107.4 138.2
FEBRUATY (siefsnei. 130,9 1LEB,.6 I3va. B21.7 LE6SL0 | AR RS LSS
MEBCH 2 «sidhals s a5 191 ad " WER: 7 139.3 198.7 148.5 184.9 136.9 182.0
e oncal) () AFSISRES P e 11750 (< W 184.0 143.7 196.3 147.1 NOBEEs 72
m‘ s m
Wenen' s
Year and Month Clotiing s e
A B A B A B
Apnilss 889, fvremd .o 150.6 141.0 136.3 141.9 116.7  120.4
Aeil 1 X983 a. .o 97.8 80.4 87 ve 88.9 82.6 84.4
Apieill; G930, & . 126,3 100.6 2P L1029 0248 « Yea.a
Apral, W94 vk, . I7Q. % 18656 iS22 11382 1930 | 8863
ApiEisl, WO9A3I |, S « 1ES-p =152k 7 145.1 148.8 143.4 148.4
1942
BRY 1ok S e v e 166.3 158.9 142.2 140.31. 144.3 146.6
JEDe Sleicies o coe 158,7 143.3 139.6  134.1 139.4 148.3
TUGEA o s Hosare o I37=9' 1688 HLe.6 145.5 142.3 145.0
AWRNSEFLL, . e e 156.72 214,35 126.9 154.5 148.5 149.2
September ..... 1680 | 178 154.9 152.% 147.6 146.8
0Lt OBER 1o virervse 2077 1sEEa 18l.9 152.9: I62a9 AUBSLS
November ...... BEemS 19207 : 18Rk.4 - 168,15 148.4 154.7
December ...... 261,18 ' 17441 241.6 146.6 213x.] - NE8s8
1943
JIERUBT . svevareres 12722 174%5 SOF. 8 1484 1515  E88L9
February «..... 127.7 219.6 JUILCEI S A 5 U5 1492@ MshE3
MaRChii B« e« 156.8 190.7 145.4 164.2 1599 ' JNGENT
ADRISISIE LT e 314,5 1¢7.0 I5%.5 183.1 19649 + NGNS

(¢) Includes men's furnishings. ‘
(h) Candy indexes are based largely upon returns from retail candy chains.
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Index Numbers of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100)

A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonsl Variations,
(Figures for the current year_are subject to final revision)

=

" Groceries
Year and Month i and Meats Hardwgpe
A B A B A B

iy, IR RS, ho0e0  148% 6 126.44 - 12642 141,9 133.8
April, 1933 ccrecho 79 p7 66.4 84.0 705 1! 75,45 798
Aprife FT1 9580 <k eo’sc 102.6 95,9 00,0 LW1e8. 7 36.6 98.7
AP TS o el cls 87 3771 12792 15202, 1365 137  OF 1 Fre
Bpmis. REO48N . ... P29,04 -119.2 674 . W61.4 149.8 146.9
1942 .

RIBE o oeceoovas 157 OF -).2/68:8 169 .9 167, 1 1798, » 15580

JHRE Socssassoe 127564 128:8 587 & 2., 1. 1649 15689

SRSy S Wi o oio 5 Lileas 150kl 52 .0 M ledel 15585, JSERE

ABENSE B o ® W7 134.5 60,7 0665 167, 5 LS

SSRECIHET % « o4 » 1285 | 1146 148.4 153.3 168, 8 . 13952

CeBEbEr Wil o - 5.6 ldtpmbr, L2087 64,9 . 3158, 4 166.6 142.1

November .ccocee 120.8 116,.9 48,8 =15%7.1 146.9 149.8

Decemb8r sk eoee 141.9 120.0 178.4 164.0 162.0 145.8
1943 _

January secocses Isad) 1S 55,4 . 187 .6 95,15 AR1S5LE

Hebruariiiems « . o ¢ 94.8 121.4 149.7 163.0 QAN | RS e

HERER Vdon 50 50 100, Oul 285 166.4 163.6 116.8 159.9

;00— e LEE4Ar—122 08 P72T6T, 7M. 142.8 140.0

' . Radio and .
Yesr-and Monfh Electrical Restaurants Variety -
A B ST A B lizagu
il , 1929 . .. e WE7=14" & 2201980 187458 LIS S 64.6 73.%
Boril, Bled . ... he 5 L0, 73.7 86.9 5746 70.6 74.6
AEELL , OB . oxofas 928" 1060 958 84.0 1009 10656
i el ile 7T I 143.8 157.7 WS, 2845187 143.4 157.0
AT § P45 ;. Vamevars 135.8 149.0 141.5 142.2 169.2 188.4
1942
Ma8Y ccoececoceas 154.4 138.1 14551 | 14245 186.4 180.6
JUNB cvsecoossies 129, 8 ] 188, 9 139.8 140.4 180,.7, . 2657
AR A e T 1119 8 L 80, 6 144.9 137.7 1766 | 1176m3
August: .6 060 oo 185.5 1899.9 150.6 140.0 LEEEL  SIEHSE
September .. i S5 &6 150.0 145.0 176.6 188.5
October .cecese 18, 3 s L8 5 ISEWE ', 158 204.5 185.0
Novembe® cs.s0% 130.4 106.4 150.4 161.1 199.0) 120450
December ..s.nes 188, | JM& .S 160.6 154.6 346.6 178.1
1943 i
JEARMATV i el 114.6 ..148.0 B3Nl 1636 1284« 1952
FebRingay, - skt MO, 9 i GO 148,31 « 16%.7 11512 T3 I 210 (W )
Marcll 5 e o LTG0 20 NS 2n6 L7554y NR6.,.9 158,55.4098, 8
1B3.2

April .c.scoceceo i 11 T O 1 178.4 78,0 o 19859




.
& 2

Unad justed Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100)
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revisioﬁ)

b o " Maritbime rairi iti
Ye4r and Month CANADA . poovimes  uebdee  Omtario Piojinc:s gglﬁmgﬁa
Men's Clothing stores(c)
AL, | 1959 5 su e YLe2 97.8 11,1 102.3 104,2 94.0
S, "% 340! ; w. e Livitq 116,8 104.3 101.3 94,6 91.1
Bpril, 1941 ...c.. 146 .7 184,0 150.0 155.2 121.5 Jobd
M., 11942 ek o 1€8,8 2327 21C.6 182,7 164.4 156.2
1343
February ...... 43152 15€.1 96.6 Lagss 11545 126.2
T AR, 136.9 183.2 128.6 133.6 134.3 142.5
. xR LTy 188.8 £31.2 205.8 179.7 182.3 150.3
% Change,
' April, 1943 .., (a) & 0.8 LR N +10.9 + 2.6
April, 1942 ...
% Change,
Jan.-April, 1943 - 5¢3 # Ll - 9.9 - 9.8 + 9.4 + 8.1
Jan.-April, 1942
women®s Clothing 3tores
April, 1939 ...».. 126.3 L1ges 125.1 125.4 132.5 ©1130.4
A il AN040 . 4 A 129, 4 130.5 130.7 132.5 Mdiadk: Welrzsien
Q1Y .. 1981 ..uess 17gRa 195.3 73.% 176.0 147.5 15658k
- R L TT I 183.5 201.4 196.3 186.0 150.8 1070
1943
T MBbPUATY . ko 12%% 7 150.3 116.4 12542 136.7 149.4
S 156.8 195.5 146.0 159.1 144.7 177.8
' 5 A 214080 # 32446 212.4 211.0 212. 6hk 228.2
’ % Change,
il 1948 . . %1161, 9 +21.4 + 8,2 +13.4 +41.0 '+28, 9
April; 1842 ...
% Change,
Jan.-April, 1943 +15,1 +-9:.5 Fr-Gned: +12.9 +25,8- +28.2
Jan.-April,1942
Grocery and Meat Stores
Anril -0 . 1N 110.0 103.8 119.0 113.1 93.1 94.1
Hacilh, 150 . el 116.2 BLIRBT - 12048 17D 107454+ =AVi11748
April, 1941...... 152 .2 124.3 135.0 135.8 119.6 121.8
el W .. 157.4 156,6 165.6  159.4 138.6 - - 14€.2
1943 .ri 4
FObTUATY ..cooe 1497 162,2 161.8 146.0 129.7 142.2
MErelr 8o ..ooacs 166.4 178.5 179.1 163.6 143.5 158.4
2B e edes 172.6 ) S . 169.0 1584 185 162.7
% Change,
Bl 1943 .. + 9.7 +13.0 +13.4 + 6.0 + 9.7 + 9.4
AT, 1949 ... »
% Change, il »
\ Jan.-April,1945  + 6.9 +10.3 +1234 -+ Bgl- e Bt et 6 59

Jan.,-April, 1942

(¢) Includes men's furnishings.
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Unad justed Indexes of Retail .Sales by Provinces - (Average for 1835-1933 = 100)
{Figures for the current year are subject to final revision)

T e e ———— R ST 8 | ety 8 T mm o ——— A = e )
Maritime Prairie British

Year and Month CANADA  provinceg  QUebec = Ombario  provinces Columbia

Department Stores

April, 1939 ..eqe0 97.1 88,6 103.1 97.4 94.6 99.5
April, 1940 ...s.. 105.2 102.3 113.5 107.4 99.6 103.5
April, 194) . ..... 132.2 144.2 143.0 137.3 121.4 121.7
April, 1942 ..veee 145.1 169.5 15728 145.0 133.5 143.8
1943 2
FEbTUAL Y ccecnee 116.2 123.2 120.2 182 108.9 B~ Lot
Mareih. L8, . iie o 145.4 170.3 147.4 143.7 317l 153.5
AR L5k s e isio 157.5 180.4 174.2 151.2 149.5 163.7

% Change,

Aprily 1943 ... + 8.5 + 6.4 +10.4 + 4.3 2150 +13.8
Apradl | R9%EF S .,

% Change,

Jan.=April, 1943 + 3.5 + 3.9 + 281 - 0.3 + Pl + 9.9
Jan.-April,1942
Variety Stores

ApRrESl SNSRI 3 . ele 100,9 100.5 104.6 99.3 1QPRE 99.0

Apminty, INIA6) 11, ok 104.2 RIS 2 109.2 100.3 102.9 97.9

APT IV LOAT L4, slatle 143. 4 184.1 149.2 13 %ei6 140.0 L7

Aprpil, 11948 ..%% .. 169.2 211.6 184.7 160.4 6253 134.1

1943 .

February veceee 139,42 158.0 NS 128:1 138.6 124.0
MEPCH Jora o0 /oinieieie 153.5 192.5 1512198 142.5 142 .4 129.4
APril ..secenene 183.2 22T 204.7 1682 189.4 145.5

% Change,

April, 1943 .., + 8.3 FhS e +10.8 + Sl +16.8 + 8.5
Apriils LOdS 5w .

% Change, .
Jan.-April, 1943 + 4.9 + 0.6 +11.0 + 2.5 + 4.5 + 3.5
Jan.-April,1942

Drug Stores

ARTAS SEIOZEL T it 102.8 101.0 102,3 99.3 115.7 QRS

Apeisl s AR ovs oo o0 105.3 106,7 107.9 102.0 3.5 104.1

Apniies BESAL Ss Sl e 1218 141.1 el 107 JLILie) e, 115.6

ik, 19420t Eae 143.4 173.4 14C.7 139.2 148.9 136.2

1943
RebXAYY & cslwsls 149.0 W7 5 149.4 143.9 148.9 159.6
Mazeh'l. o oeiokslslh s 159k19 189,1 165.0 152,18 156.5 174.0
ADTANE L 3%, o Rl 156.5 196.8 155.0 147.7 161.3 166.6

% Change,

7 LICERR T 7 A P + 9.1 +13.5 +10,2 + 6.1 + 8.3 +228.3
APl I9ad ..

% Change,

Jan.-April,1943 +11.7 +15.0 +13.2 + 8.6 +11.4 +24.5

Jan,-April,1942
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IEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SEIECTED DEPARTMENTS

Agril, 1942 and April, 1943
(Based on dollar sales of 20 firms including mail order houses)

—— ——
April April % Change,
1942 1943 1943/1942
¥ ¥

TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS .ccceecossesseass 26,810,947 29,071,406 + 8.4
l. Women's dresses, coats and suits ...cseceeceee 3,375,868 37 788,558 +12.0
B« Girks! Al INFADEA’ WBAR .. c.osededbinadetin. s 1,087,830 1,333,205 +26.0
B HesHeny iand IZHOWEIS .5« s els sl s oo olelh teietynts sl » 1,191 562 1,418,827 +19,1
4. Lingerie and corsets ....ceoecevevavcnvseascss 1,058,992 A%, 118, 7224 + 6.2
SR SINT YA L0 8 Srofle Fer o o ogat VoLt okere-ore' o blonesbiaisiale (s)es sxets 481,164 593,873 +23.4
6. Women's and children's apparel--(Total, 1-5) . 7,159,428 8,247,237 +15,.2
7. Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings ..... 3,171,718 3,422 ,438 + 7.9
8. Diug and toilet articles and preparations .... 667,003 763,231 +12.9
9, Piecé ERICESINT 1. <) ST o) shanapd i Skaiake e s RalsMoAalEweT aka Yol atata) o fe s | BlU3 G EIWLOE 1,788,607 + 7.7
B RPRNINRR.S o6 o o 5 000 o il oo g go wtakhbine aiiiius s o 813,703 951,869 +17.0
11. Food and kindred produets ..cscecessccocssscss 2,261,163 2,559,403 +13.2

12. Purniture (including mattresses and springs) . 1.445.047 1,445,349 (a)
IS5 HOMaNEUREHINRANZS: .7 cice siansie aiefe s ems atoiais) 3les sk sate 1,505,290 2 288,,302 +16.7
14. Household appliances and electrical supplies .. 799,351 509,101 -36.3
15. Hardware and kitchen utensils ..... a0 Eos Pomages A0 207 1,268,451 -11.6
16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies ..... 289,084 270,293 - 6.5
17. Shoes and othqr LOOLWOAR 5 5.0.0.3 b.5% Feraie o« sis/s ol 185086, 737 2,228,893 + 6.8
18. Stationery, books and magazimes ......c.eecoee 291,004 361,771 +34,6
19. All other departments, tOtAl ...c:eessevesccese 2,825,053 3,009,461 + 6,5

(a)

Change of less than 0.l per cent.
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