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1onth1y Indezes of Petal) Sales in Caa, April L  1943 
100) 

Retail sales in April averaged U per cent higher than in March and were 
up 8 per cent compared with April, 1942 according to indexes of retail sales computed 
from returns received from a sample number of firns and giving representation to 12 
different types of retail trading. The general index of retail sales unadjusted 
for seasonal movements and on the base 1935-1939 100 stands at 1674 for April, 
151.4 for March and at 1549 for April, 1942. 

The 8 per cent gain over April last year was somewhat higher than the 
average increase recorded during the first quarter of the year, sales for the first 
four months of 1943 averaging 6 per cent higher than for the corresponding months 
of 1942. The 11 per cent increase in April over the ixruiediately preceding month 
of March was somewhat less than the usual seasonal movement for this period of the 
year, having regard to the fact that Easter business was tran.sacted entirely in 
April this year. The general index of retail sales adjusted for seasonal movements 
and incorporating a correction for the shifting date of Easter stands at 163.1 for 
April co:ipared with 167,7 for March and 168.6 for February. 

Jales for ien's specialty shops were unchanged in April of this year 
co1r4..ard with last; radio and electrical shops reported a decline of 14 per cent, 
.'.i1e hardware store sales were down by 5 per cent. All other lines of business 
r which separate details are availabj.e registered increases over April, 1942. 

Shoe store sales averaged 8 per cent higher in April of this year 
than last with gains on a regional basis ranging from 4 per cent in citario to 22 
per Cent in the Prairie Provinces. Sales for the first four nnths of 1943 
averaged 9 per cent higher than for the corresponding period of 1942. 

Women's specialty shops transacted 17 per cent more buaiss as 
measured by dollar volume in April of this year than last, a result which may be 
attributed entirely to the cor.c.ent.ation of Easter business in April of this year. 
On making allowances fcr normal seasonal mavennts for this trade and for the 
shiftigio date of Easter a Considerable decline in the underlying trend of 
purchasing for women's specialty shops is recorded, the seasonally adjusted index 
for the trade standing at 167,0 for April compared with 190.7 for March and 219,6 
for February. All regions of the country shared in the increased dollar volume 
in April of this year over last, increa3ea for the various regions with percent-
age gains for the first four months of this year over last standing as follows: 
Maritime Provirnes, 21 per cent (20 per cent); c.!uebec, 8 per cent (9 per cent); 
OntFrio 13 rer cert ( 3 nr eeni I Pratrie Provires 41 per cent (25 per cent) 
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Stores specializing in grocery or grocery and meat products averaged 10 

per cent higher in April of this year compared with last, while dollar sales for the 
first four months stand 7 per cent above the corresponding period a year ago0 
Regional increases in Apr11, 1943 over 1942 with increases for the first four months 
of the year In bracketsere as follows: Maritime Provinces, 13 per cent (10 per cent), 
Quebec, 13 per cent (12 per cent); Ontario. 6 per cent (3 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 
10 per cent (5 per cent) and British Cdlumbia, 10 per cent (6 per cent) 0  

Sales for department stores including the mail order business transacted 
by departmental companies averaged 9 per cent higher in April of this year than last 
and were up 4 per cent for the year to date0 Increases in Ontario were below the 
gain for the Dominion as a whole while the April increase stood highest in the 
Prairie Provinces and British Columbia. April increases by regions with figures for 
the first four months of tAis year in brackets are as follows: Maritime Provinces, 
6 per cent (4 per cent); Quebec, 10 per cent (2 per cent); Ontario, 4 per cent 
(unchanged); Prairie Provinces., 12 per cent (7 per cent) and British Columbia, 14 
per cent (10 per cent). 

Variety stores transacted 8 per cent more business in April of this year 
than last with sales for the year to date advancing 5 per cent0 April increases 
ranged from 5 per cent in the Maritime Provinces and Ontario to 17 per cent in the 
Prairie Provinces, while the increase for the first four months of the year was 
highest in Quebec at 11 per cent and lowest in the Maritime Provinces at 1 per cent, 

Drug store sales stood 9 per cent higher in April of this year than last 
and were up 3-2 per cent for the year to date0 A minor decline of 2 per cent between 
March and April was about in line with the usual seasonal movement f or this time of 
year, the seasonally adjusted index standing at 161.5 for April and 162.9 for March. 
All provinces shared in the increase over April, 1942, gains ranging from 6 per cent 
in Ontario to 22 per cent in British Columbia being recorded0 British Columbia also 
stood highest in point of view of increased business for the year to date, an increase 
of 25 per cent being reported for this province compared with increases of 11 pe 
cent for the PrairIe Provinces, 9 per 	-: 	 * 
15 per cent for the Maritime Province 

Restaurant receipts range.. 	 - 
last Ahile returns from a number of chain companies specializing in candy or candy 
and pastry products showed an increase of 4 per cent0 Furniture store sales aver-
aged 3 per cent higher in April of this year than Jast and wer' down 2 per cent. for 
the year to date0 

For 20 finits which reported sales by departmenvs, dollar business in-
creased 8 per cent above April a year ago. Sales of women's apparel were up by 
15 per cent, men's clothing departments were up 8 per cent, while footwear departments 
recorded a gain of 7 per cent over April, 1942. A gain of 35 per cent in sales for 
the stationery and book departments was out standing0 An increase of 17 per cent 
occurred in sales of snialiwares. Piece goods departments reported sales 8 per cent 
above April last year. Food and drug departments both showed gains of 13 per cent. 
Sales of hom furnishings continued to increase,, sales in April being 17 per cent 
higher this year than last. Furniture sales were on a par with those recorded in 
the same month a year ago. Other durable goods departrients reported declines, these 
ranging from 7 per cent in sa1s of radios and musical instruments to 36 per cent 
in sales of household appliances0 
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Regional Sununary First Quarter, 1943 

Regional indexes of sales are computed for six of the individual lines 
of business reviewed in this monthly bul1etin Indexes on a regional basis are 
also computed for country general stores and a special release is issued each 
month. Composite indexes of sales based upon results for the seven trades for 
which figures are available serve to give an indication of the general trend in 
retail purchasing in different 'parts of the country. 

Composite indexes computed in the manner outlined above indicate that 
retail sales In British Columbia average 10 per cent higher in the first quarter 
of this year than last closely followed by a 9 per cent increase in the Maritime 
Provies. The Prairie Provirces and uebec both gained B per cent while Ontario 
sales were only 2 per cent higher than in the first quarter of last year, 
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Comparison of Retail Salea in Canada, for 	and 1943, by Kinis of Business 
(Comparisons are based on dollar value. No 

corrections have been made for higher prices) 

April, 1943 	Cumulative 
+ or per cen1 compared with 	Indexes 

Kind of Business 	V 

April, 	April, 	March, 	3an.-Apr.,l943 
1939 	1942 	1943 	.Tan.-Apr.,1942 

General Index ...... +60.7 + 8.1 +10.6 + 5,6 
Boot and Shoe Stores ....... 6 +61.1 + 8.4 +32.1 + 9.0 
Candy Stores 	...........,, +45.1 + 3.8 +32.2 + 9.1 
Men's Clothing Stores +86.6 (a) +37.9 - 5.3 
Women's Clothing Stores +69.8 +16,9 +36.8 +15.1 
Department Stores 	........... +62.2 + 8.5 + 8.3 + 3,5 
Drug Stores 	...... ... +52.2 + 9.1 - 2.1 +11.7 
Furniture Stores 	............ +29.0 + 2.6 +20.4 - 2,2 
Grocery and Meat Stores ...., +56.9 + 9.7 + 3.7 + 6.9 
Hardware Stores 	......,,,.. +47.8 - 4.7 +22.3 - 5.1 
Radio and Electrical Stores • +25.3 -14.4 + 5.5 -.11,4 
Restaurants 	................. +64.8 +21.8 - 1.7 +22.0 
Variety Stores 	............... +81.6 + 8.3 +19.3 + 4.9 

Cozparison of Retail Sales of Boot and Shoe Stores and Iewellery Stores 

Boot and Shoe Stores 	3ewel1ry Stores 

Sales in 
Sales in 	AprIl, 1943 

V  Region 	April, 194 	Compared wt1. 
Compared with 	Sales i 

Sales in 	Ari1, 142 
April, 1942 	Exclud- 

ing tax 	ing tax  

CANADA 	............. + 8.4 +19.6 + 4.0 

Maritime Provinces +13.1 +26.9 +10.1 
Quebec 	................. + 8.4 +16.2 + 0.3 

+3.9 +10,0 +1.3 
Prairie Provinces +22.0 +23,6 + 8.1 
British Columbia +16.8 +34.4 +16.6 

(a) Unchanged. 



5- 
Index Numbers of Retail Sales - (Average far 1935-1939 = 100) 

A. Unadjusted. Be Adjusted for Number of Busthess Days and Seasonal Variationa 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 

General 	Boots 	 Men's 
Year and Month 	Index 	and Shoes 	Cafldy(h) 	Clothing(c) 

A. 	B 	A 	A 	B 	A 

April, 	1929 	..... 136.9 137.4 176.9 172.8 160.5 193.3 191.5 168.4 
April, 1933 85.5 82.0 96.8 82.9 138.2 105.9 107.9 80.3 
April, 1939 104.2 103.4 114.2 88.7 135.3 99.8 101.2 98.2 
April, 1941 135.6 135.1 148.5 •'3 171.5 129.6 146.7 143.2 
April, 1942 154.9 155.5 169.7 189.1 142.3 188.8 190.6 
1942 

ray 	 ...... 159.1 149.0 167.4 144.0 146.6 144.0 160.3 157,9 
June 	......... 154.5 151.1 179.3 140.5 112.4 149.4 154.4 147.3 
July 	.......... 137.3 150.4 141.5 15.6 113.1 133.7 123.6 149.5 
August 	... 147.5 162.4 144.5 168.3 126.1 135.9 131,5 172.6 
September 153.2 152.6 165.3 156.7 130.8 143.5 153.8 154.9 
October 174.2 152.2 175.8 160.9 165.6 163.1 197.5 148.1 
November ....., 164.8 161.6 157.4 169.0 151,7 190.1 194.8 160.8 
December 213.4 156.4 206.3 151.0 327.5 173.7 263.8 160.7 

1943 
January 128.8 155.6 103.7 133.4 135.2 180.2 107.4 138.2 
February 130.9 168.6 131.2 221.7 165.0 178.7 111.1 188.1 
March 	......... 151.4 167.7 139.3 198.7 148.5 164.9 136.9 182.0 
April 167.4 163.1 184.0 143.7 196.3 147.1 188.8 177.8 

Women's 
Year and Month 	ClOthifl& 	Department 	Drugs 

A 	B 	A 	B 	A 	B - 

April, 1929 
April, 1933 
pri1, 1939 
April, 1941 
AprIl, 1942 
1942 

May ....... 
June......... 
July . ...... 
Au.zst ....... 
September 
October ........ 
November ...... 
December . ..... 

1943 
January 
February ...... 
March ......... 
April ......... 

150.6 141.0 136.3 141.9 116.7 120.4 
97.8 80.4 87.2 88.9 82.6 84.4 

126.3 100.6 97.1 102.0 102.8 106.1 
170.1 135.6 132.2 133.4 121.0 125.3 
183.5 152.7 145.1 148.8 143.4 148.4 

166.3 152.9 142.2 140.1 144.3 146.6 
158.7 143.3 139.6 134.1 139.4 148.3 
137.9 162.8 112.6 145.5 142.3 145.0 
156.7 214.5 126.9 154.5 148.5 149.2 
169.1 17.1 154.9 152.71 147.6 146.8 
207.7 158.2 161.9 1i2.9. 162.9 152.9 
164.3 172.7 187.4 168.5 148.4 154.7 
261.8 174,1 241.6 146.6 213.1 168.8 

127.2 174.5 107.8 148.1 151.5 158.9 
127.7 219.6 116.2 154.5 149.0 165.3 
156.8 190.7 145.4 164.2 159.9 162.9 
214.5 1E.0 157.5 153.1 156.5 161.5 

(c) Includes men's furnishings. 
(Ii) Candy indexes are based largely upon rettrns from retail candy chains. 



167.4 221,9 
55,5 73.? 
92,8 106.0 
143,8 157.7 
135,8 149,0 

174.5 175.3 
86,9 87.6 
93.3 94.0 

118.2 118,7 
141,5 142.2 

	

64.6 	73.J 

	

70.6 	74.6 
100.9 106.6 
143,4 157,0 
169.2 18804 

Index Numbers of Retail Sales - (Avera€e for 1935-1939 = 100) 
A. Unadjusted, B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 

(Figures for the current year ae subject to final revision) 

Groceries 

	

Furniture 	 Hardware Year and Month 	 and Meats 
A 	B 	A 	B 	A 	B 

April, 1929 
April, 1933 
April, 1939 
April, 1941 
April 1942 
1942 

May 	.,., 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 

1943 
January 
February 
March • . . . . . . 
April .0.00.000 

160.0 142.6 126.4 1252 141,9 133,8 
71.7 66.4 84.0 79,1 73,5 75,1 

102,6 95.9 110,0 108.7 96.6 98,7 
137.7 127,2 132,2 136,5 137.0 134.4 
129,0 119,2 157,4 161.4 149.8 146,9 

157,0 126,8 169.9 157,1 - 	 174.8 135,0 
127,6 128,8 168.7 172,1 164,9 135.9 
116,8 150.1 152.0 154.0 155,5 138.6 
137,7 134.5 160.7 166.3 161.5 153,8 
128.5 111.6 148.4 153.3 163.8 139,2 
1466 120.1 164.9 152.4 166,6 142,1 
120.8 116.9 148.8 157.1 146,9 149.8 
141.9 120.0 178.4 164,0 162.0 145.8 

91.5 137.2 155.4 157,6 93,5 155.8 
94.8 121.4 149.7 163,0 99,1 181.4 

110,0 128.2 166,4 163,6 116,8 159.9 
1324 122.8 172.6 174.7 142.8 140.0 

Radioarid' 	- 	 -- 
Year and Month 	Electrical 	Restaurants 	Variety 

A 	B 	A B - 	A 	IT 

April, 1929 
April, 1933 ,,,,.', 
April, 1939 
April 1  1941 
April, 1942 
1942 

May 
June 
July . , , . , . , 
Au gust . . . , . , . 
September 
October 
November 
December 

1943 
January 
Febrry 
March 0 0 0 0 b 0 0 0 

Apr i. 1 	0 0 0 0 0 0 • 0 

154,4 138.1 145,1 142.5 186.4 180.6 
129.8 139,9 13908 140.4 180,7 176.7 
119.8 150,6 144,9 137.7 176.3 176.2 
125.5 159.9 150.6 140,0 180,1 185.5 
132,5 113,6 150,0 145,0 176.6 188,5 
143,3 111,5 156,6 151.8 204.5 185.0 
130.4 106.4 150.4 161,1 199.0 204.0 
158.3 112.5 160,6 154.6 346.6 178.1 

114.6 148,0 153,1 162,6 128.4 195,2 
101.9 137,0 148,1 167.7 139,1 206.0 
110,2 128.5 175.4 176,9 153.5 192.8 
116,3 127,6 172,4- 172.0 183.2 98,9 



	

Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces 	age for 1935-1939 = 100) 
(Figures for the curnt year are subject to final revision) 

Maritime - 	 Prairie 	British 
and Month 	CANADA Provirres 	Quebec 	Ontario Provinces Columbia 

Men's Clothing st ores (c) 

April, 1939 
April, 1940 
April, 1941 
April, 1942 
1943 

February 
March 
April 

% Change, 
April, 1943 
April, 1942 

% Change, 
,Tan -p ru 1943 
Jan.-April ,1942 

101,2 97,8 101 1 1 102,3 104,2 94.0 
101,, 116,6 104.3 101,3 94.6 91,1 
146.,7 184.0 150O 1532 121.5 107,1 
188,8 232,7 210.6 182.7 164.4 156.2 

11101 158.1 96.6 107,3 115.5 126,2 
1345 ,9 183,2 128.6 133.6 134.3 142.5 
188.8 231.2 205,8 179.7 182.3 150.3 

(a) - 0,5 203 - 1.6 +10.9 + 2.6 

53 + 11 - 9,9 - 9.8 + 9.4 + 8.1 

Women 9 s Clothing 3tores 

April, 1939 
.April,:1940 
Aril. 1941 
April 1942 
1943 

February 
:.Tarch 
.pril 

Onange, 
April, 1943 
April, 1942 

5 Change, 
Jän.-ADril.1943 
J'än..-April,1942 

126.3 113.3 125.1 125.4 132.5 130.4 
129.4 130.5 130.7 132,5 114.1 133.2 
170,1 195,3 1724 176,0 147.5 156.5 
183.5 201.4 196,3 186.0 15018 177.0 

127.7 150,3 116.4 125.2 136.7 14964 
156.8 195,5 146.0 1591 144,7 177.8 
214,5 244.6 212.4 211,0 212.6 228,2 

+16.9 +21,4 + 8,2 +13.4 +41.0 +28,9 

+1501 +19,5 + 9,1 +12,9 +252 +28,2 

crocery and Meat Stores 

Apr11, 1939 110.0 103.8 119.0 113,1 93.1 94.1 
April, 1940 ..... 11.62 111,1 120,2 117.0 107,5 117.2 
April, 	1941...... 132,2 124.3 135.0 1358 119.6 131.8 
April, 	1942 	..,.., 157,4 156.6 16546 159.4 138.6 146,2 
1943 

February ..... 149.7 162,2 161.8 146.0 129,7 142.2 
March 	....,,,,. 166,4 178,5 179,1 163,6 143.5 158.4 
April 172.6 177,0 187,8 169.0 152.1 162.7 

% Change, 
.Eil,_l943. , . + 9,7 +13.0 +13,4 + 6,0 + 9,7 + 	9,: 
Apr11, 1942 

Change, 

_____ + 6,9 +10,3 +12,4 . + 3,0 + 4.8 + 5,9 
3en.-Apri1.1942 

c) Includes men's furnishings. 



Un.a4)usted Indexes of Retail Sales by Proviies - (Aver€ 	for h35-1939 rDC) 
(?igui'es for the current year are subject to firl revision) 

Maritime Prairie British Year and Month C/iNAflP4 Provi nc es QuabeC Ont ari o provinces Coluibip 

Departmt $torea 

April, 	1939 ....,.. 97.1 88.8 103.1 97.4 94.6 99.5 
AprIl, 	1940 ...... 105.2 102.3 1135 107.4 99.6 103.5 
April, 1941 ...... 132.2 144.2 143.0 137.3 121.4 121.7 
April, 1942 	...... 145.1 169.5 157.8 145.0 133.5 143.8 
1943 	- 

February ....., 116.2 123.2 120.2 115.2 108.9 127.5 
March 	......... 145.4 170.3 147.4 143.7 137,1 153.5 
April 	......... 157.5 180.4 174.2 151.2 149.5 163.7 

% Change, 
Aprill 1943 ... + 8.5 + 6.4 +10.4 + 4.3 +12.0 +13.8 
April, 1942 

Change, 
Jan..April,1943 + 3.5 + 3.9 + 21 - 0.3 + 7,1 + 9.9 
Ian.-April,1942 

Variety Stores 

Apr11, 1939 ..... 100.9 100.5 104.6 99.3 100.5 99.0 
April, 1940 ...... 104.2 117.2 109.2 100.3 102.9 97.9 
Apr11, 	1941 ...... 143.4 184.1 149.2 137.6 140.0 117.7 
April, 1942 ...... 169.2 211.6 184.7 160.4 162.1 134.1 
1943 

February ,..... 139.1 158.0 157.7 128.1 138.6 124.0 
March 	......... 153.5 192.5 172.8 142.5 142.4 129,4 
April 	......... 183.2 222.7 204.7 168.7 189.4 145.5 

% Change, 
4pril, 1943 .., + 8.3 + 5.2 +10.8 + 5,2 +16.8 + 8.5 
April, 1942 

% Change, 
Yan.-April,1943 + 4.9 + 0.6 +]J.O - 2,5 + 4.5 + 	:3,5 
Jan.-April,1942 

Drug Stores 

Apr11, 1939 ....,. 102.8 101.0 1023 99.3 115.7 97.7 
April, 1940 ...... 103.9 106.7 107.9 102,0 103.5 104.1 
Apr11, 1941 ...... 121.0 141.1 117,7 120.7 119.8 115.6 
Apr11, 1942 	....., 143.4 173.4 140.7 139.2 148.9 136.2 
1943 

February ...... 149.0 171.3 149.4 143.9 148.9 159.6 
March .,.,.,.., 159.9 18911 165,0 152.5 156.5 174.0 
April 	.......,. 156.5 196.8 155.0 147.7 161.3 166.6 

% Change, 
April, 1943 ... + 9.1 +1345 +10.2 + 6.1 + 8.3 +22.3 
April, 1942 

% Change, 
Yari.-April,1943 +11.7 +15.0 +13.2 + 8.6 +11.4 +24.5 
Yan. -April ,1942 
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DEPAR 1ThINT 3TORE SA;ZS IN CANADA, BY SETZCTED 1PARN1 

ril, 1942 and April 1  1943 
(Based on dollar s*lee of 20 firma iluding mail order houses) 

April 	April 	Change, 
1942 	1943 	1943/1942 

	

TOTAL SAI1S, ALL IZPARWMM ................ 26,810,947 29,071,406 	+ 8.4 

1. Women's dresses, coats and suits ............. 3,375,868 	3,782,558 	+12.0 

2. Girls' and infants' wear ..................... 1,057,837 	1,333,205 	+26.0 

3.Hosieryand gloves ... ................. ...... . 1,191,567 	1,418,827 	+19.1 

4.Lingerieandcorsets......................... 1,052,992 1,118,774 +6.2 

5.  Millinery 	... . . ......• • •......• .. . . . •• 481,164 593 1 873 +23.4 

6.  Women's and children's apparel--(Tàta1, 1-5) 7 1 159,428 8,247,237 - +15.2 

7.  Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings 3,171,718 3,422,438 + 7.9 

8.  Drug and toilet articles and preparations 667,003 753,231 +12.9 

9.Piece goods 	.............. 1,661,089 1,788,607 +7.7 

10.Smallwares ...................... 813,703 951,869 +17.0 

11. Food and kindred products .................... 2,261,163 	2,559,403 	+13.2 

12.  y'urniture (including mattresses and springs) . 1,445,047 1,445,349 (a) 

13.Homefurnishings............................. 1,90.6,290 2,225,302 +16.7 

14.  Household appliances and electrical supplies .. 799,351 509,101 -36.3 

15.  1rdware and kitchen utensils ................ 1,434,277 1,268,451 -11.6 

16.  Radios, musical instruments and supplies ..... 289,084 270 9293 - 6.5 

1?.Shoesandotherfootwear ............. ........ 2,086,737 	2,228,893 	+6.8 

18. Stationery, books and magazixe .............. 	 291,004 	391,771 	+34.6 

19. All other departntents, total ................. 2,825,053 	3,009,461 	+ 6.5 

(a) Change of less than 0.1 per cent. 
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