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Monthly Indexes of Retail Sales in Canada, July, 1943

(1935-1939 = 100)

Retail sales in Canada averaged 8 per cent higher in July of this year
than last and were dowm by 7 per cent from June according to monthly indexes of sales
computed from reports received from a sample number of firms represeating twelve
different lines of retail trading. The composite index of sales on the base 1935 -
1939 = 100 stands at 148.1 for Juiy, 1243, at 158.9 for June and at 137.3 for July a
yaur 41g0.

On making adjustments for differences in the number of business days
and for normal seasonal movements, the adjusted index of sales stands at 155.8 for
July, practically unchanged from May and June when the corresponding indexes stood at
154.5 and 155.5 respectively.

Department store sales were unchanged in July of this year compared
with last; eight trades included in the survey reported increased sales while results
for three trades were down from July, 1942.

Figures for department stores on a regional basis show that sales in
all provinces for July, 1943 varied but little from the volume of business recorded
in the corresponding month a year ago. An increase of 4 per cent was recorded for
gritish Columbia, 3 per cent in the Muritime Provinces, 1 per cent in Quebec and 1
per cent in the Prairie Provinces. These increases were offset by a decline of 3.5
per cent in Ontario, resulting in no change in the volume of tusiness trunsacted for
all department stores in Canada in July of this year compared with last.

. Men's clothing store sules averaged 16 per cent higher in July of this
vear than last, all provinces sharing in the increase and the regional increases
standing at 24 per cent for the Maritime Provinces, 9 per cent for Quebec, 14 per cent
for Ontario, 32 per cent for the Prairie Provinces and 135 per cent for British Columbia.
Sules for women's clothing stores averaged 10 per cent higher in July of this year than
last; regional increases were 22 per cent for the Muritime Provinces, 4 per cent for
Quebec, 8 per cent for Ontario, 25 per cent for the Prairie Provinces and 12 per cent
for British Columbia.

An average increase of 12 per cent in dollur volume of business over
July, 1942 was recorded by the grocery and meat trude. In comparison with this general
average, increases in the various regions of the country were reported at 21 per cent
for tne Maritime Provinces, 12 per cent for Quebec, 9 per cent for Ontario, 14 per cent
for the Prairie Provinces and 11 per cent for British Columbia.

Retail drug store sales averaged 12 per cent higher in July of this year
than last, all provinces sharing in the increase with gains in the western half of the



-
country exzeading thoze recerded in eastern und central Januda. Pertentage incCreasas
in drug store sales between July of this year and last for the various economic
divisions of the country, with increases for the first seven months of the year in
brackets, are as follows: Maritime Provinces, 13 per cent (13 per cent); Quebec, 2
per cent (11 per cent); Ontario, 10 per cent (9 per cent); Prairie Provinces, R0 per

cent (14 per cent) und British Columbia, 18 per cent (22 per cent).

o ﬁarkédfincrease of 37 per cent took place in cundy store sales
according to indexes based upon returns received from a limited numier of chain
companies operating in this field; restaurant receipts were up 22 per cent compared
with July a year ago and variety store sales gained 4 per cent. Stores specializing
in the sale of duruble consumers goods continued to register declines with hardware
stores reporting a decrease of 1 per cent, furniture stores a decline of 7 per cent
and radio and electrical stores a decrease of 20 per cent compared with July, 1942.

Sales of retail jewellery stores averaged 25 per cent higher in July
of this year than last, figures on a regional basis showing increases of 28 per cent
in the Maritime Provinces, 26 per cent in Quebec, 18 per cent in Ontario, 40 per vent
in the Prairie Provinces and 29 per cent in British Columbiu. These figures are
based upon sales values including the retail sales tax introduced in June, 1942 and
varied but little from corresponding percentage changes based upon cales figuras
excluding the tax. Percentage increases in July of this year over last, based on
figures excluding the tax, stand at 23 per cent for the Maritime Provinces, 23 per
cent for Quebec, 17 per cent for Ontario, 39 per cent fci the Freiria Proviaces, 29
per cent for British Columbia and 23 per cent for Canada.

The increases recorded in jewellery store sales in July ol thib yoar
compared with last are in contrast to declines recorded in the corresponding-month
comparisons for earlier months. In this connection it should be noted that July is
the first montn in which the incidence of the retail sales tax was effective on the
business of both months included in the comparison. Earlier comparisons were bused
on results for periods, in one of which the sales tax was effective and in one of
which it was ack,

Aalse oi 70 Aagartaasiel fivma which raported salse Yy deparicsnts
were 1 per cent lower in July this year then last. Results lor various departments
again followed almost the same pattern as in the two preceding months. Food sales,
however, were on a par with those in July last year, following an 8 per cent decline
recorded in the June comparison. The home furnishings department reported a 1 per
cent gain over July last year; the furniture department was down 14 per cent; radic

and musical instruments, 24 per cent und household appliances and electrical supplies,

37 per cent. Men's and women's clothing both reported sales 2 per cent higher whils=
footwear sales were up 1 per cent. Drug sales were up 8 per cent and smallwares, 4

Pa¥ CONL With PiRCy ol raporting sales 8 Pey cegi dower thlm in fuly, 1848
fagional Trends iu fetall Yrage - Second guurtar, 1945
The dollar value of retail sales in Canada, as measured uv the

composite index of seven kinds of business for which regional indexes are culcul=ted,
was 6 per cent higher in the second quarter of 1343 than in the same period a yaar
ago. This gein was similar to thut recorded in the eurlier quarter =mat is, of
course, on a par with the average gain for the first hulf of the year.

Results for various regions in the second quarter showed general
uniformity with the comparisons for the first quarter. However, a gain of 12 zer
coiit 1o the seCund quadter i ths Preivis ProvinGes wos spuwswhat Righor umaEs L

E
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per cent increase shown in the first; an average gain of 10 per cent was recorded for
the first half of the year. 1In the Maritime Provinces, the gain wus 9 per cent for

btoth quarters. Increases were 8 and 6 per cent for Quebec in the two quarters. Ontario
sules were up 1 per cent in the first and 2 per cent in the second quarter, while in
British Columbia gains were 9 and 7 per cent.

The increases for Canada as a whole are similar in both quarters for
the various kinds of business with the exception of men's clothing stores where an
8 per cent decline in the first quarter was followed Ly a 4 per cent increase in the
later period.

gisrfarly commuidson of 8aica In Plrsi Ja0f of 1945 ond 1942, by
. o LA ¥
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o TR Maritime B — Preirie Dritish

VR RLS Provinces - S Provinces Columbia
First Six Months ... A5l 8943 - gl B8 + gl Q) + 8.3
F'irst Quarter P T — + 5.6 + 9.4 S 7:3 1 1-4 48 7-8 + 9.4
#Sacond Quarter ecevecess NG + 3.3 + 6.4 L +12.1 + 7.4

— - — A ——— A I =5 —— e A e e el v e iy, I e o e i e T i




ot s

Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1942 and 1943, by Kinds of Business

(Comparisons are based on dollar value.
corrections have been mude for higher prices.)

o et

— ——— ———

No

July, 1943 Curmlative
) £4 + or - per cent compaured with ~ ' Indexes
Ki8@ of Buginéss July, July, June, Jan.-July, 1943
1939 1942 1943 Jen.-July, 1942

GENeRa L AINAE s J18 Jals o 2lale o0 s saia e HO2NE H VN - 6.8 5
Baot anduSlioe SLOres! vesssoai. +84.3 F6s % -16.3 +10. 1
CENEY STRPEE .. lbessrcvessses +106.7 +3€.5 +26.8 ka1 15
Men's Clothing Stores ........ +80.3 +16.3 -16.8 108
Ticmen! s Glothing, StOPes <. .... +30.0 +10.2 -13.1 2
DEpartHent. SHoreS . +/e e d g Fais - +50.1 (a) -17.8 + 1.4
BREISTOECIS’ Soems s sebre o stepsfs s ¢ +60.6 +12 .4 Temb SIS
Fgni ture Stores «jvses e osws +38.2 - 6.8 - 4.6 - 5.0
Grocery and Meat Stores ...... +68.7 +11.8 =1.1 + €.4
e A eNSHOEES| Sh s 5.0 osins sis s +30.7 - 0.€ ~ 5.2 - 3.2
Rudio and Electrical Stores .. 1L N -20.3 -10.9 -15.5
I TR B A S U . S £ 5B oAl +21.5 TS O +AIRS
G Sidameie ', 4. L e Ll L +£8.8 P Ve - 0.3 4! T
Comperison of Feteil Sales of Boct and Jhos Stores md Jewallery Stores

Boot and Shoe Stores Jewellery Stores

Sales in
Sales in Juiy, 1943
Region July, 1943 Compared with
Compared with Sales in
Sales in July, 1942

July, 1942 Includ- Exclud-
ing tax kel gl 4

T R A +16.7 = e +23.4
Maritime Provinces ..... 0B +28)..2 + 3Gl
U 15, Jove o disra) s bk ave 4re AL +25.6 4250
1T T U S +12.6 +18.3 +16. 7
Prairie Provinces .....-. +23.1 +40.0 +39.4
British Columbia ....... +14.5 +28.7 +28.9

(#) Unchanged.
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Index Numbers of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100)

A. Unadjucted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seaconal Variations.
(Figures for the current year are subject to iinal revision)

General Boots Men's

Year and Month Index and Shoes Qagdyis) Clothing(c)
T AL A B A B A B A B
July, 1929 ...... 130.3 144.2 E56-Q 160 L (g) (g) 126.0 148.7
N, 1088 ...... 76.C¢ ' 88.5 8.8 9%.8 (g) (g) 3.5 -7
., 1938 ..., .. 91.3 103.8 89.5 100.4 (g) () 79/ 1@l
Jelap, YOMRL ... 12R.4 | EARg 114.6 124.9 1037 DEESGRIL 11 R R
Yhanes, FOM2 ), . o, ILG el L5 0) =t il 5  TeE 6 11%.6 G600 1587, 149.5
1242,

MIGUBL ceovens 147.5 182.4 144.5 168.3 1508 AT 131.5 172.6
September .... 153.2 152.6 185.3 156.7 156.3 L&7:8 155.8 134.9
OctOber «.vees 174.2 152.2 175.8 180.9 V142 48L.3 137.5 148.1
November ..... 164.8 161.6 157.4 169.0 167.2 1902 134.8 160.8
December ..... 213.4 156.4 206.3 151.0 395.2 170.0 263.8 130.7

1943

T Junuary .e... 5 123.9 155.8 103.7 133.4 133.0 131.9 107.4 138.2
February ..... 131.0 188.5 SL.¢ 221.7 175.7 Ni%aA 111 40 " 1288 %
Buttch ‘i .. s 151.4 167.8 139.3 198.7 145.9 131.2 136.9 182.0
O PSSR 1LA7-8 683 18€.1 145.3 199.3 144.0 746 | 178k
T R T G 162.8 154.5 175.6 143.9 159.8 156.1 162.9 180.5
Tl . Jeiwe aisi 1589 Wi 5 198.5 160.4 122.0 186.5 3728 ) 1o
R T PSS 14871 ‘B68.8 185.1 165.6 154.7 215.2 143.7 184.8

‘ Women's - 1
Year and Month Clothing il s
A B | i A B

gl el . ..... 151.8 163.8 120.3 148.8 125.4 1.7
July, 1285 cueses Bad * BT 69.1 88.5 84.1 B856.4
ISy DG o sTeie o e BUNE, '92.@ 75.0 101.2 99.6 102.2
July, 1941 ...... 1IY.S " 152.4 102.2 162 .48 28T BERLT
July, 1942 ...... 137.9 152.8 112.6 145.5 142.3 145.0
1942

August ceecsen 5E N - 2hdiS 126.9 154.5 14885 148,.2

September .... 16011 0781, e8] L1582 . 478 lide.8

October ...... 2074 U582 Gl SO NSRS 1629 Iod.9

November ..... LSS | A7 3% 328 L ILER1S 1484 84,7

December .«... e 14T 241.6 146.6 21El  ER.8
19418

January e..... V2T 7405 107.8 148,10 LSS 58D

February ..... [Lpe 7 e B T 116.2 154.5 149.0 1865.5

March coesvees 15648 1907 145.4 1064.3 15948 0152.9

AREIsl | S5 o iereiae AUAION | e O Lo 431 Al 33l 156488, kol 9

Moy cecocenses L8R 2 180N 6 L3850 .58 .6 1SO5] JHEE.2

AMAE] (a¥elers s s a% L7458 5.3 13629 131 184:4 F84.2

JULY sececones IEea, . 7 112.6 144.9 130.0 160.1

(c) Includes men's furnishings.
(n) Candy indexes are based largely upon returns from retail candy chains.
(g) Not available.
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Index Numbers of Retail Sales - (Average for 1335-1939=100)

A. Unadjusted.

(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision)

B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.

Yezr and Nonth

JULY 88T lae
July, 1935 «.v% oo
JSAeSIEED Lt .
Jnly, 1981, ...
JUIEY, 1942 .u e
1942

Au{.;llst scocess
September ....
OEPOREr! " 5% '«
November ..
December .....
1943
JUnuary e..s.o.
BEPURTY oo s
G S R
/:17o] e L I RPN
May cccecenson
TR, i o4 4
July esscsessos

> ® o

1928
1933
1939
1941
LR cae o

Judy, csacse
July,
July,
July,
July,
1942

LR L
nnnnnnnn

e

September ....
Octoter .
Novenber .....
December
1945
January sessos
February .....
s i R
ATl e
May caveesencs
JUNE seaasecss
July ctsas e

3anaw

v e e

Furnlture

e 3

1¢8.4
51.9
78.8
116.1
116.8

137.7
128.5
14€.6
120.8
141.9

e o -

181.5

70.0
104.9
149.1
150.1.

e e E e e R A O e e . P W T e e W R S B e r e T e W e & S e i - S———

Croceries i
Jand Mgasg und. . SRS b
R AT N SR T T T
[ L) e 1 147.0 148.6
R 87.9 7548 1545
100.8 107.5 118.5 QSR
LSS 1NEaS 148.6 132.4
HIH2SOE NESAN0 15645 13856
160: 7. Hlige .5 IS | nlS5R8
148.4 153.3 165.8 . 502
164.9 1loL2.4 1.6656m A48 1
345.8 157.1 14€.9 149.8
178.4 164.0 162.0 145.8
155.4 157.¢€ S5.45 " Jlishs
149.7 163.0 994 18hga
1l66.4 163.6 B L5
172.7 174.9 144.2 141.4
177.1. BEFM 168.8 LIE8L 6
17 W L (7 16892« A5 N8
170.0 16C.9 Lod.i6~ 383
Restaurants Variety
e csir el D et B
1L el (S g 86.1 Be ST
B@.@ g5tk S d Filoni
96.2 e -0 108 . 5% Hal2te
138 < 3 glilie 8 522 LS8 7
IEgeoT W7 17655 L7EE2
15056 " #4030 Tg@Nl “N8Es
150.0 14s. 176.6 _12@.5
156 36 b 15138 20455 1188.0
W5E FERE ol 12950 ‘30450
160.6 154.6 34626, 143.1
LE8, e 116256 138+4, 19542
AR 18, 7 13590 2060
IE S & e NZE S S d5g.5" 1988
e -4 Y SR, 0 182.9 198.6
T7asst LT09 190.0 .; 84,8
170.4 170.6 184 {3 T 18N &
1578 L FLEEN2 1828 STV
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Unadjusted Tndexes of Ketail Seles by Provinces - (Averuge for 1935-1929 = 10Q)

e - e —— o o e mie® b -

(Figures for the current yeur are subject to final revigion)

e S A AT AN S e sl e S R i g

Maritine

-~ - e e T e e e e e D e —
= =TT — s

Pruirie, K British
‘\{ <
fear and Month CANADA Provinces Quebec Ontario __Provinces Columbis

= - — - — ———— = ———— . ——

___Men's Cloth ing Stores(c)

- — — ——— - — ——— e —— — o — o Wt Wi .

July, 1939 seeees 79.7 96.5 84.5 75.7 76.0 83.7
July, 1980 ;. .ae. 94.9 132.8 92.4 92.6 86.3 94.4
L I T PR - & 164.4 18%. 7 102.4 106.0 117.2
dhidy, Y2 ......  123.6 190.3 126.0 illta 122.8 125.4
1943
S s« e | 1820 231.9 177.0 147.0 165.2 142.0
DREe wei.iees. | 172.4 2%6.8 179.1 162.4 168.2 156.9
IR 5 us o 5y 102G 236.0 137.0 = 126.8 162.3 144.4
4 Change,
July, 1943 ...  +16.3 +24.0 »8.7 +13.8 +32.2 +15.2
Poly, 182 ...
& Change, .
Jan,-July, 1943 + 0.8 + 6.3 - 3.9 =28 +15.8 798

Jan. -July, 1942

o ——on —— - - - ———  ———

Viomen's Clothing Stores _

et ———. S —— S —— e T T G | e — - =

guly, 1939 ..... 1 80.0 88.7 B2.8.171. 760 81.0 36.6
July, 1940 .... iy 96.0 117.0 92.4 4.5 92.0 109. 4
. 304 ...8. 1113 131.6 108.2 109.4 10€.0 129.4
Pls, 1942 ...on.  137.9 156.5 135.8 137.9 127.8 151.4
1947
SRR et b s | - 1B6 242.0 188.0 170.9 166. 197.8
IO «ssesomms | 174.9 202.9 18€.1 = 169.0 156.3 190.1
P s snamed 152G 190.3 141.2 149.1 153.1 169.5
4 Change, ‘
July, 1943 ...  +10.2 +21.6 + 4.0 + 8.1 124.5 +12.0
July, 1942 ...
A Lhange,
Jun.-July, 1943 +12.6 +16.1 + 7.6 +11.1 +22.1 +19.5
Ttn.—July, 1942
e eemiomm o . Grocery and Meat Stores
Puly, 1929 ..!...  100.8 111.6 94.3 8.5 113.0 104.6
Maly, 1880 ...00. . 111.1 120.6 100.2 109.3 128.4 18, 7
Sully, &34Y ... 153.0 157.8 121.3 134.6 148.6 136.8
Nl A8 4l 152.0 172.0 141.2 148.0 170.9 160.4
1943
* e AL D, Sl 177.1 137.3 184.5 910 175.8 175.3
B oens it || 291G 189.6  180.6 157.9 181.2 173.5
il el b 5N T Yool 207.9 157.8 1¢1.4 194.9 177.3
% Change,
July, 1942 ...  +11.8 +20.9 +11.8 4. S +14.0 +10.5
BRCULT R s
% Change,
Jun.-July, 1943 + 6.4 +11.2 + 9.9 + 247 + 6.8 + 6.4

Jan. July, 1942

e b Ao S . . janenan. —

(c) Includes men's furnishings.




Unudjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces - (Aver.ge for 1955-1933 =

(Figures for the current ye: year are subject to final

=L

= 100)
revision)

Maritine >y § — .Pral®e Pritish
Year and Nonth CANADA  provinces Quebec Ontario  provirces Columbtia
A Department Stores
Tt MG, (L. /ST, 35.1 13me. il 12 74. 86.5
il MOAE ... o 88.C 103.6 83.€ 3K, @ 84.€ 101.9
July, 3941 ...... 102.2 1§27, 5 97.4 7.9 97.1 118.1
Judiys, 1948 ...... 112.6 145.6 108.2 lc5.86 109 .2 135.5
1943
MaY cococonance 139%.0 169.9 160.8 129.9 I29.6 147.3%
FRMET 15 s « ¢ 3als 1368.9 il{ 515, %] 146.% L 128.3 145.7
JUEGE 2t5 e 00 0 112.6 140.0 108.8 101.9 110.3 141.3
¢ Change,
July, 1943 ... (a) + 3.3 + 0.6 -G b Ll + 4.3
IR0 s 2117 e
% Change
JenooSuly, 1942 + 1.4 + 2.0 +1.1 ~ 2.6 + 5.2 + 5.8
Jan.-July, 1942
1 T S RTINS )
JRAERRISIES | STLL .. 108.3 124.2 JLISIRYA 102w 108.7 Q2L
July, 1940 ...... 125.8 159.1 128.5 118.6 123.9 114.7
v gL T 152.2 4962 1e0.7 143.1 152.0 1286
Sy TEGZ | , . . .0l 176.3 220.9 196,30 ke2n's 1778 143.0
1943
M Res ¢ vo o im,e 190.0 29303 2R5.6 171.4 180.1 L37E
JunEr % s oje e 184.3 2%5.4 AP LEECW o L83 134.5
TSR 5l - o jexssofors 182.8 238.1 206.3 1€4.4 190.7 Tgls?
% Ch(mse,
July, 1943 ... 2 S + 7.8 staiE I 9 7.6 - 0.9
Julliy, 1942 ...
9 Change
Tant:gp}y 1945 + 3.7 + 2.0 + 7.4 ¥ i 2.0 Gl
Jaa. -July, 1942
e B A sl L 3R LW C T T A S Y SRR At =
July, 1929 ...... 99.¢ 101.8 98.7 99.5 98.7 101.3
UL gt 1€ v 0 A . 108.0 550 105.8 JHQ 12 1] 1:8) Zetll LT s
SNLISA SIS | 1. . ol 3L 145.3 p 120 B 128.3 26 W2oz 1
ESer ARG T 2 - Sl 142.3 171.4 ALGIEI{e 139:5 140.0 14¢.2
1943
BT . ol 159.1 191.9 155.5 152.4 162.9 171.4
TGl . . o v oie 154.4 182.4 14€.8 149.0 Sy 7 iGN 2
JEEE Sel- - .. Sl 160.0 iO2ne 151.6¢ 153.4 168. 720
4 Change,
Julllk1943 Sk +12.4 RS e O Sl +10.0 +20.4 HL706
July, 1942
% Change,
Jan.-July, 1943  +11.5 +13.4 +11.4 + 8.7 £13.€ +22.0
Jan.-July, 1942

(a) Unchanged.
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTM:NTE

(Bused on dollar sales of 20 firms including mail order houses)

July, July, % Change,
1942 1943 1945/1942

e ——— ———— T o e e W e e -— - -

¢ $

TOTLL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS eeececesesees. 20,048,240 19,794,401 -1.3
1. Tomen's dresses, coats and suits ceevscerenass 1,890,434 2,043,437 Gl
2. Girls' und infunts?! wear (... c.cicccenn K 1o oy 631,068 631,675 R0
3. Hosiery and gloves s.eecees o o TS R e 732,000 758,403 SO
4. Lingerie and corsels ..cecessvsvavcessasseeress 1,047,810 974,402 - 7.0
5. MIillinery .ccoeceeveccrvocecosncnscssosnngsoncss 140,013 154,766 +10.5
6. Women®s and childrenis apparsl——(Tetal, 1-5) . 4,441,225 4,542,683 + 288
7. Men's and boyst' clathing and furnisaings ..... 2,043,425 2,085,211 50
2. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ... 42,500 695,313 S 768
Q. PiecCe Z0O0US cevvecrtersosasssosancosccsssoscans 1,681,c€3 1,223,267 - 3.3
10. Smallwares cveeceesoes 00 0d 0ol 5o oo 008 dcA0 €886,575 £93,023 + 4.0
11. Food and kindred products «iseeeeeesesesesanos 1,946,439 1,953,336 + 0.4
12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs).. 1,312,637 1,12C,445 -14.2
13. Home furnishings ...c.c..o.. SEA T T 00 o A ol o 1,439,370 1,459,217 + 1.3
i14. Household appliances and electricual supplies . 135,757 369,894 -%6.5
15. Hurdware and kitchen utensils ...ooevveceaenanss 973,569 357,083 -1R.5
16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies ..... 265,869 202,953 -25.7
17. Shoes and other footwear c.cceeeesecevececansns 1,413,622 1,475,241 + 0.8
18. Stationery, books and magazines «..secevsccccs 251,756 284,521 +13.0

19. All other departments, total ..... eeensereees | 2,569,079 - 2,558,201 + 8.0
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