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Monthly Indexes of Retail Seles in Canada, January, 1944
(1535-1938 = 100)

Retall sales in Canada during January, 19044 were maintained at a slightly
hirsha: lsval than in Jenuary, 1843, dollar volume of business for twelve different
lines of business recording an aversge pain of 3.3 per cent. The general index of
gmles, unadjusted for number of business days or for normal seasonul movements and
en the Lais, LEEE~183% = 1L stands at 135.2 for Jenuary, 1944, at 221.7 for Decen=-
ber and at 128,02 feor Jnnunr; e year ago.

Januspy sales declired almost 4C per cent below the December level, This
deoroage is atout the usual seasonal movement in January from the Christmas peak;
the seasomally adjusted izdox of sales [or Jaduary staunds ot 167.0 scmparad with
187.8 for Pecember and 165,0 for November.

Rostaurant receipts gained 20 per ceat in Jamusry of this yvear compared
with last; drug s%ore sales were up 11 per cent while radio and electrical store
salss daclinmed by 10 per cent, With these exceptions January sales for various tra-
des ranged within § per cent of the velume of business transacted in January a year
BEW.

Marked increases in the Prairie Provinces form the outstanding feature of
tha seles comparisons between January of last year and this when considered on a
rérsional basis. Higher farm incomes arising in large measure from record hog mar-
¥atings and increased grain deliveries combined with higher grain prices hed a
gtimulating influence upon the retail trede of the Prairie Provinces. Prairie de-
partment stores (including mail orcder business) transacted 11 per cent more business
iz January of this year then last compared with an average gain for the country of
% per cent. Variety store sales were up 16 per cent for the Prairie Provinces and 2
per cent for Canada, Prairie Provinces increases for other kinds of business between
January, 1943 and 1944 with averages for the Dominion in breckets are as follows:
drug stores, 17 per cent (11 per cent); men's clothing stores, 20 per cent (1 per
ogent); women's clothing stores, 11 per cent (unchanged); grocery and meat stores, 7
per caui (8 per cent).

Baies of 18 departmental firms which provided a breakdown of sales by de-
partments averaged 1 per cent higher in January this year over last, Furniture de-
partments recorded an 18 per cent incresse in sales volume and stationery and btook
departments inoreased their sales 17 per cent over January, 1943. Most pronounced
déclines were those for radio end music departments and for household appliances de-
partrents whose sales fell off 32 and 17 per cent respectively. Sales of all other
commodity groupings were within a narrow range of January, 1943 business. Percentage
ghanges for the remaining departments were as follows: women's clothing,+ 3 per cent;
Mo s aloghing, i por e@ati fovowear, -1 pa seuts home furpishings, -8 per enk;
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hardware, +2 psr gaat: deugs. +5 peor cent; foodl, <4 per comti placa goods, - O pepr
. 'cent and smsllwares, + 1 per cent.

Regional Trends in Ratail Trade

The general indexes of retail sales in Canada,. btased on results for s=van
trades for which raglonnl flgurea are available, averaged S per cent higher in 1943
over 1942 and wete 52 pes cent higher than ths aversge index for 1939, The margin
of increase over 1942 was slightly higher in the firet half of the year than in the
second half, increasems of 6 per cent being reccrded in esch of the firest two guart-
ers end 4 per cent advances occurring in both the third end fourth quarters. Per-
cantage changes by quarterly periods reveal that incresses over 1939 were also
soniewhat higher for the first half of the year thsn for the later pariods, Sales
were 61 per cent abuve those for 1939 in the firat querter, 53 per cent greater in
the second quarter and 48 per cent higher in each of the last two quarters of 18942.

Retail sales in the Meritime Provinces averaged 9 per cent higher in 1943
than in the preceding year and were 7)1 per cent above ths 1939 volume. Increases
over 1942 were uniform for all quarters and varied by no more then 1 per cent from
the annu- averag? increase in any of the three-monthk periods.

In the province of Quebec, sales were 5 per cent higher in 1943 then in
1942 und 56 per cent greater than in 1939. Increases of 8 and 7 ver cent in th=2
first and second quarters respectively were raduced to 4 per cant in the last two
gquarters of the year,

Consumer purchesing in Onteric during 1943 was orly slightly above the
1942 level, The averege pgain for the year amounted to 2 per cent. Gains in ths
firet two quarters were 1 and 2 per cant. Salez were unchanged from 1942 during the
third quarter but increased 3 per cent in the final quarter of last year. Sales in
1943 were 43 per cent above the dollar volume cf 1939 bLusiness.

Reteil trade expanded to a grester extent in the ™airie Frovinces then
8lsewhere during last year. Averasge increasss for the twelve-month period amounted
to 9 par cent compared with 1942 and 48 per cent compared with 1839, TIncreases of
8 and 12 per cent in the first two quarters were followed hy gains of 9 and 6 per
cent in the third aund fourth guarters of 1543 over 1942

In British Columbis, sales in 1943 were ¢ per cent higher tharn in the
preceding year and wers 53 per cent greatsr ‘than in 1939, Ccmpariszons by gusrtere
for 1943 and 1942 reveal that gains in the firast helf of the year were subsian-
tially larger than those recorded in the last six menths., Increases of 9 and 7
per cont occurred in the first and second quarters, while sales in the third
guarter were only 2 per cent higher than in 1942 and sales in the last quarter
were approximately the same as in the corresponding peried of 1942.
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JEFLBTRENY GTORE GALES IN CANADA, BY SELECYE: DErisiTuiNTS
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Jenvary, 1943 and Jenuarv, 1944

5 - g oyt c—— .
(Based op dollar wnies of 18 farms inciludling mai! order hsusor )
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JENEaY , January A Cnge
1941 isas 1984 /106
¥ ¥
TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS .e.ivvnv-rceass 15,964,125 19,116,248 > 5s .

1: Women's dreszcs, coauts and suits ... ..cc:0..0 1,561,980 1R97S |IB8 2
#s Glrle’ and Infente' wear ...cccceaccemc-oin:ne . 570,625 634,423
3. Hostury sid ELlEWEB cunvsenssinsnensivossecsns 771,062 80% , B2
%. Lingerie and oorsots .ssescsccsacivsivivnnerons 960,867 841,850
B ML IRDEY senscisnnssiatenssnasssnsassansannsss 135,877 161,587

€, Wosen's snd chilirents spparal--(Total, 1-5). 4,400,492 &,521,.170

) e il R S S

7. We'a and boys' clothing aund furnishings .... . 1,364,931 1,878,103

8. Drogs end Soiles articles anu piwpacwtions . 676 413 712,118
¥ Plede OOl vevvsvscossnvavnvcssssvennansenns 1,912,042 1,808,459
Lf* Ml:“‘;vaﬁ A T R R N T T AR TR R R & T‘JG,WE Eﬁ'ﬁ.rﬂi

Li. Food sad Eladred Products seeseevss . cornnssss £,138,085 2. 004,248

12, Furniturs (inciuding mattresscss sad springs). 987,908  1,17%,905
1%. Bome furnlshings sevsvsnsenssasssasnsnancscan 1} 255002 1,254,773
14. Houseliold appliances and electrical supplies. 409.740 359,766
15. Bardware and kitchen utensils ..e.cceeeess o 620,425 632 ,534
1E. Radins, murical instruments and supplies .... 297 .335 200 .997

17, Shose and othar ToobIeRr ..ccsssssrsssssnsnas 1,125,174 1,112,655
18. Btatlosary, buoirs and 2ark2im:: sovvenrnsrens 545,565 404 Z8#

1. All other departments, Lotal ...esvvvsvssmens 2,062,362 2,182,024

+ C. 7
+. 5SS
- B
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Compariscn of Reteil Sales in Caneda, for 1943 and 1544, by Kinds of Business
(Comperisons are based on dollar velue. No
corrections have been made for higher pricess)

January, 1944

Kind of Business + or - per cent compared with
January, January, December,

1939 1943 1943
General IndeX cccessessscecscsccea +68,C + 3.3 ~39.9
Boot and Shoe Stores ....c.eavsees +72.0 + 4,8 -48,1
Candy StOreS sceceassssccesscrnones (g) + 4.8 -62.4
Men's Clothing Stores ....ecceeeas +56.C + 1.4 -61.1
Women's Clothing Stores .......... =87 <6 + 0,2 -52,8
Nepartment Stores ecevieecevcsareee +56.9 +3.,3 -53.6
Drug Stores IR R T I SR BEAE SRR B B I AR *74-1 l"].Ou? -32.4
Parniture StOres ssceececesccescse +50.3 - 0.1 ~35.4
Grocery and Meat Stores «..ceo.c.... +66.3 - 0.3 -18.4
Bardvere StOres ...scresscssnsasase +67.8 + 0.4 =39.1
Radio and Electrical Stores «.c..e +32,8 - 9.9 -26.1
Restaurants c.eeeessccoscc-csssrece +1056.1 +19.9 + 0.7
Variety StOres coeccccececaccasrone +91.4 + 2.4 -61.2

Comparison of Retail Sales of Boot and Shoe Stores and Jewellery Stores

Boot and Shoe Gtores Jewellery Stores

~Sales in Sales 1in
January, 1544 Januery, 1944
Region Compared with Compared with
Sales in Sales in
January, 1943 Januery, 1943
CANADA cceccessscocvsos + 4,8 +17,8
Maritime Provinces ....ecececs - 3.3 +10.0
BEEIEGR™ 25 i+ sells s 4= sisle s ot -14,6 - 3.6
LTz s Lo T IIOREE b Jbne b EOE Oy < L +26.2
Prairie Provinces ccecenscesss +16.1 +28.0
Brdtl sh 0olumbied: « o css s seses +26.6 +18,.6

(g) Not aveilable,



Index Numbers of Retail Sales - (Average for 1835-193% = 100)
A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Humber of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision)

) General ~Boots Men's

vanr and Month Index and Shoes Candy (h) Clothiny (c)
b= A B A B A B A B
Januery, 1939 ceccoco 79.3 100.3 63.2 2y - (g) (g) 69,8 96.4

Januery, 1940 coececo 90.0 110.8 70,6 95.1 7ls4 102.9 78.9 106.8
January, 1941 .c.ccco 102,3 124,.5 80.0 106.5 B87.5 1l24.4 92,1 121.8
Januery, 1942 ..ccece 128.2 150.,6 113.8 143,1 122,3 165.,7 113.8 143.4
Japuary, 1943 ce.s00o 128.9 155.8 103.7 133.4 138,0 191.,9 107.4 138.2

1543

PO G |« o &o diarers V3RO L8W.5 -181.2 . 22d.%  TPE Vi), Rl Te 188.1
S Gl s-deo B » povbsy  haladl ™ PETAE 3% ) L UBBLT o 1dEs0 o LoleE | ElE6 g 182.0
SREis . e Ae.  UEF- 166.3 -(886.1 %" 24E:8  ESOLE - 1adSOF CNETCHE 176.1
Rl AT iho v b JEERESNITE.§ ) ¥76.6- - ENLE  198.9 | 1E8: I “1EQTE 160.5
Jimgel SR oo at e | DSERSTISELY C (188.5 | -NERE - 12250 1S6N5 NIT354 165.2
Sl L, o oo R MBS 4 ¢ 16Y.3 - dlLE, W E Zejest ' MM3nG 166, 1
N . cdo o b S Me - IABUE C62.0 ¢ 144,58 A@la i LSESs 'A8EI1 178 161,9
Gop Bl oo cobe .o 1EELO0M BEB.F 1168.5 UsDLB 148.3 2043 1N5646 159.9
ISR - . e e LTS *157. 5 36 - bRl Z YES O RIS VLS 198 .8
Ve L. e 0 - 1T S lensD 'He2. 5 YiTilY.  18ELD T B1@hE L aecTy 164.3
BRGCOO 550 s swe o 2005T 16729 "'209.6 [ 3631 O@R,8 ¥73.5' <280, 183.7

1944
TR v sanit sy IR C 16Ty - 4067 SHOAG. - T4 Hil08e2" 108, Y 149.8

ad Women ' s D 2
Year and Month Clothiﬁ&_ Prantgant Wy uge
A B A B A —p
January, 193% ..:5000 67,9 97,7 71.0 98.4 96,2 104 .4
January, 1940 s.oe000 74,2 103.4 84,2 Qb 102.2 108.5
Januery, 1941 .. ....o 88.5 121.9 93.1 123.5 118,0 124.1
January, 1942 ..ec..- 5, 2 i | LIEeD IESIRLEY 136.5 140.5
January, 1943 .c.co00 2.2 174.5 107.8 148.1 aL G 158,39
1943
Februlry «sc.ccoscoee 127.7 219.6 116.2 154.5 149.0 HEEs 3
BB IR ey S oo i Moo (o o0 156,.8 190,7 145.4 164.3 159,9 162.9
AP I et o SV AN o oo 214.5 16740 157,9 13808 L 158042 161.9
B L e ol o oRo oo yoxs I8 180.2 169.6 139.1 138,.7 1598.1 162.2
a1 o e e TR b L 174.9 V57°23 136,8 130.9 154.4 164.2
Q7 LA el S L B 151.9 YFEE X 112,56 144,7 LSRN 159.8
sl L R . o o 139,95 199.0 120.9 148,4 153.8 157.1
September .ccsvoesa 176,2 188.9 159.1 156.8 158.3 157.9
OCTHOBBIE" % o' o5l offie 5 oo 206.5 16553 1TSS 157,3 171.6 164.2
Hovember sonccoenona 203.0 182.0 196.0 168.8 169.9 173.0
December cocscesson 269.8 185.3 240,2 145, 8 247.9 196.3
1244
JERRAFY % . o skldla e s o 127.4 181.8 111.4 153.86 LETL V7615

(c) Includer men's furnishings.
(h) Cendy indexes are based larpgely upon returns from retail candy chains.
(g) Not available,
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Index Wumbers of Retail Sales ~ (Average for 1935-1939 = 100)
A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal variations,
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision)

T

Groceries

Year and Month Furniture and Meats Hardware
A B A B A B

January, ST TS PR -, 60.8 94.5 93.2 101.1 63.4 107.8
January. 1940 ....... 73.8 110.7 104 .4 110.1 72.9 119.2
January, 1541 ....... B3.8 126.7 18RO 122.0 8L 132.6
January, 1942 ...e.s. 91.9 134.6 150.4 146 .4 107 .4 175.6
January, 1943 -cscese 91.5 137.2 156.4 157.6 93.5 155.8
1943

[HERERARY ~= 710+ 44 srare 94.8 121.4 149.7 163.0 99.1 181.4

MaGehY GEEEER 3 s &« 5 110.0 128.2 166.4 163.6 116.8 1569.9

April cscceececcans 132.¢ 82 35m X L7 27 174.9 144.2 141.4

MBY -ses:-sesnsmcacs 145.0 Tk 7 1771 167.4 168.9 128.0

JUN® s.0c.00ans00se0 114.2 L6 T 171-9 174.6 163.2 1871

JULY acoesacacecsen 105.4 130.5 170.0 161.0 154.2 135.9

IR EAE s e 5 e 112,85 112.4 TEFhT IS 148.1 141.0

September scescoses 116.4 102.8 1555k 160.8 150.5 130.6

Soliobers. wame b Seve® 128.4 107,2 167.2 1569.8 157.1 17

November c.ccocssns 120.3 112.3 155.9 159.4 153.2 150.2

December csecesscon 141.4 126.5 189.9 181.8 174.7 163.5
1544
BT T NTY — 91.4 142.0 155.0 168.1 106.4 180.2
= ==

Radio and -
Year and Month Electrical Restaurants Variety
A B A B A B ey

January, 1939 cceee.n T il 100.3 89.5 S5k T 68,7 D1
January, 1640 .o..s . 90,5 112.4 85.5 100.8 80.7 127.0
January, 1941 ....... 114.9 142.6 109.3 115.0 96.9 151.4
January, 1942 ..cevce 126.4 156.9 129.7 1L 129.8 191.4
Jenuary, 1943 ....... 114.6 143.0 1583.1 168k 6 128.4 195.2
1943
[ DERBEEEY < jp e s el 137.0 148.1 16T, T 139.1 206.0

March ssecvececcennsnn 110.2 128.5 175.4 176.9 s KT 158.8

IADEANINICT, ofs - (oloRalVete n" 114.8 125.9 172.4 172.0 182.9 198 216

o o e A 1 119.6 107.0 172.5 170.9 190.0 184 .8

JUNe ca-ovcencensas 107.2 115.5 170.4 170.6 184.3 181.6

JUIY cevccacsocccns 97.7 122.8 176.0 166.1 183.4 172.5

AuguBt c.cescvanesn 100.0 127.4 180.9 169.7 160.2 174.8

Beptember esccoceoco 116.2 99.6 185.0 177.6 170.2 B S

Qc Eole R e = o ot ¢ o 118,9 96,2 181.86 179.4 195,7 182.4

November s.csceccecs 118.0 92.6 17736 187.7 198.7 Y78

December .c..cesesso 139.6 99.2 182.4 173.9 338.8 185.0
1984

JANUBTY esceeccoesns - 103.2 133.2 183.6 195.86 131.8 211.9
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Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces - (Average for 19556-1949 = 100)
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) '

Year end Month CANADA  provinces Quebec Ontario provinces (onlumbia
Men's Clothing Stores (¢} I St

January. 1940 eersconc 78.9 8916 74 .7 81.¢€ 7073 80(1’
Ja.mxary, 1941 R 9251 20,5 79.9 97.0 79.5 96.1
January, 1942 .:.aeeas 181359 164.0 100.1 117.3 104.2 106.8
January, 1943 .ccescee 107 .4 174.7 97.8 100.6 106.8 113.5
1043
T Y ovember c.eccecenco 206.4 203882 192.5 196.9 237.0 193.0

December ...scccesve 280.1 408.1 248.5 £83.5 266,9 261,9
1944

URAMATY < 3% esevessaa 108,9 174.1 89.9 101.8 128,5 115.4
% Change,

January. 1944 soeencC + 1-4 = 053 e 891 s laz "'20.3 + 14-7

Januery, 1343

Women's Clothing Stores

January, 1940 .....404 74.2 88.1 64.5 76.3 72.6 77.4
January, 1941 ......0. 88.5 112.0 76.0 94.8 81sl 93.2
January, 1942 c...c0e0 115.2 140-8 99.4 2] 7 109.4 124.8
January, 1943 ececeseos L3782 158.0 113.4 134.2 109.1 144.6
1943

November «..cecesces 203.0 273.5 175.4 205.4 227.0 201.5

December c..cccseso- 269.8 320.5 243.0 287.1 257 .4 253.3
1944
. JANUBTY sececoe-ccnn 127.4 170.4 104.3 132.0 121.3 160.5
% Change,

January, 1944 tespasr + 0;.2 + 708 - 8:0 - 1~6 411.2 ‘11\.0

January, 1943

Grocery and Meat Stores

BanuaTy s 1940 vonreos 104.4 103.8 106.5 107.4 93.5 §9.0
January, 1941 ........ 118.0 116.4 1165 124.1 104 .4 115.3
Jenuary, 1942 .sc.cocceee 150.4 1568.1 147.1 N7, 522 142.4
January, 1943 ¢.icecees 155-4 165.8 163.4 158.6 ST 139.1
1943

November ceoscennoen 155.9 179. % 15401 154.2 156.3 14590

December c.cescazca- 189.9 215.6 193.5 190.5 175.8 164.5
19%1

JROUAYY cscesensseon 155.0 178.4 155.9 154.8 137.4 138.2
% Change,

Jlnuat'y, 1944 eevease - 590 ~ 7@5 = 2-1 g 21-4 + 7.0 - OQG

January, 1943

(¢) Includes men's furnishings.
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inadjusied Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100)
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“{Figures for the current yvear are subject to final revision)

Ylaritime Prairie British
Year and lonth CANADA  provinces Quebec Onario®  proyinces Columbia
Department Stores
January, 1940 scocccoo 84.2 85,5 9<.0 8o.4 8.8 T3.9
January, 1941 ....0000 93.1 98,4 102.2 92.6 87.6 93.4
January, 1942 cceecces 1352 L2R.6 T200 116.4 108.5 117.§%
January, 1943 .c.ccccos 107.8 Mie. o0 LIE5 102.9 103.8 nese
1943
T Hovember ..c.ocsec.00 196.0 245,7 205,4 184.0 1% o 192.7
December ...o-ccec00 240.2 267:1 2897 290 2 231.3 254,7
1644
January ...senscosee  111l.4 117.4 7, 2 100,6 114.8 127.8
%4 Change,
January, 1944 ...... +3 33 g + 1.5 - 2.2 +10.6 + 7.2
January, 1943 ......
Variety Stores
January, 1940 o.cccaoo 80,7 89.0 82.8 78.4 80.4 78.2
January, 1941 ........ 96.9 110.8 Ws.o 94.3 90,6 87.0
January, 1942 coco0e00 129.8 150,1 139.6 125.0 124,65 111,.1
January, 1943 ceococne 128.4 143.7 151.3 121.4 112.8 103.0
1043
VSRR gl dEac 500 198.7 280.5 203.8 183.3 210.1 162.8
BDecember 3.% . sv8snh o 338.8 435.7 341,.6 313.8 365.1 29047
1944
JEENATY .ocsb.0seseo  131.5 151.8 156.8 118,2 130.8 1070
% Change,
January, 1944 ...... + 2,4 + 5,6 +84 . e24 +16.0 + 3.9
JaNUAry, 1948 ovo«oe
Druy, Stores
January; 1940 ceaocooe 102.2 105.3 Y06, 7 101.4 3.4 100.9
Jenieny . 19l g sessse p L1840 127.4 120.6 L2 . 122 115.8
January, 1942 seernooce 136,85 148.5 137 .2 185559 134,3 133.6
January, 1943 .ce0csc0 151,56 %l 56 158,5 147.1 144.4 559.0
1943
November .sc.socccea 169.9 209.9 A 160.3 1781 191.8
December ..ccccnooco 247,.9 326,7 218.4 235.3 AR 1 219247,
1944
JANUArY scoscesssscns 16747 1967 172.4 167.5 169.6 188.5
7 Change,
January, 1944 ..c..0 +10.7 +14.6 + 8.7 + 7.1 +17.4 +18.6

JmuﬂrY9 1945 crneeos




