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Monthly Indexes of Retail Sales in Canada, May, 1944
(1935-1939=100)

The amount of money 3pent by customers in retail stores in Canada was un-
changed in May compared with April but was 9 per cent greater thah the amount spent
in May a year ago according to monthly index numbers of retail sales reflecting the
trend in twelve different kinds of retail business. The general index of sales on
the base, average 1935-1939 = 100, stands at 176.7 for April and May this year and
at 162 for May, 1943. Sales for the first five months of 1944 stand 7 per cent
above tbc volume of business transacted in the corresponding period of last year,

A marked gain of 20 per cent in department store sales contributed in large
measure to the 9 per cent increase in the total trade. Food stores, which constitute
the other importunt component in the general index, had an increase of only 2 per
cent, Radio and electrical store sales were down by 3 per cent compared with May
last year while moderate gains ranging from 1 per cent for variety stores to 14 per
cent for hardware stores were recorded for other lines of business for which index
numbers are computed.

Specialty shoe stores did 12 per cent more business in May of this year
than last, increases on a regional basis standing at 7 per cent for the Maritime
Provinces, 10 per cent for Quebec, ll per cent for Ontario, 15 per cent for the
Pralirie Provinces and 17 per cent for British Columbia.

Men's clothing store sales declined 9 per cent from April but were 1l per
cent higher than in May, 1943, while sales for the year-to-date stand 6 per cent
above the corresponding five-month period of last year. Results on a regioneal basis
show the Prairie Provinces leading in point of view of increased sales, both for the
month of May and for the year-to-date. Percentage increases between May of this year
and last for the various regions with percentage gains for the first five months in
brackets are as follows: Maritime Provinces, 5 per cent (6 per cent); Guebec,l0 per
cent (4 per cent); Ontario, 12 per cent (4 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 17 per cent
(17 per cent) and British Columbia, 5 per cent (3 per cent).

Apart from more substantial gains in the Maritime Provinces, results for
women's specialty shops conformed closely with those for men's wear. Women's specialty
shop sales declipned 12 per cent in May from April and were up 12 per cent compared with
May a year ago. Sales for the year-to-date are up 7 per cent. Increases on a regional
basis over May last year with gains for the year-to-date in brackets are as follows:
Maritime Provinces, 15 per cent (15 per cent); guebec, 10 per cent (3 per cent);
Ontario, 1l per cent (6 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 18 per cent (15 per cent) and
British Columbia, 12 per cent (8_per cent).

May sales of departmént Stores were up substantially in all sections of the
country compared with May last year. Compared with an average gain of 20 per cent for
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the month and 9 per cent for the year-to-date, increases for the various regions are
as follows: Maritime Provinces, 25 per cent (15 per cent); Quebec, 18 per cent (7 per
cent); Ontario, 21 per cent (5 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 20 per cent (14 per cent)
and British Columbia, 13 per cent 38 per cent),

Drug store sales_in May were unchanged from April, were up 6 per cent com=
pared with May last year whi e cumulative totals for the first five months stand 8
per cent above the correspaending period of. 1943. Substantial gains in drug store
sales were recorded in British Columbia where increases of 15 per cent in the May
comparison and 13 per cent for the year-to-date were recorded. More moderate gains
ranging from 4 per cent in Ontario to 7 per cent in the Maritime Provinces for the
month and from 6 per cent in Ontario to 10 per cent in the Maritime and Prairie
Provinces for the ysar-to-date were also recorded.

Sales of grocery and combination stores were practically unchanged in May
from April and also compared with May last year. Results for the first five months
of the year stand 5 per cent above the corresponding period of 1943. May sales in
the Maritime Trovinces gained 8 per cent compared with May last year while sales in
the other regions of the country were practically unchanged. Cumulative results for
the first five months of this year compared with last show gains of 10 per cent in
the Maritime Provinces, 4 per cent in Quebec, 5 per cent' in Ontario, 8B per cent in
the Prairie Provinces and 2 per ¢ent in British Columbia.

}

Variety store sales continue on a horizontal plane, results for May and
for the first five months of the year showing no appreciable change from the corres-
ponding periods of 19453, either for the country as a whole or for any of the five
economi¢ regions for which separate indexes are compiled.

The results for jewellery stores are not incorporated in the general index
of sales but returns received from a sample number of such stores reveal an increase
of 11 per cent in sales in May of this year compared with last., Sales in the Mari-
time Provinces were down by 9 per cent; results for the other four regions showed in-
creases amounting to 13 per cent for juebec, 15 per cent for Ontario, 22 per cent for
the Prairie Provinces and 7 per cent for British Columbia,

An increase of 20 per cent was recorded by 19 departmental firms which
furnished reports on sales by departments. The only decline among the results for
variocus departments was a 19 per cent decrease in sales of radio and music. Furni-
ture and piece goods depertments again showed most pronounced gains, with advances
of 34 and 32 per cent respectively over May, 1943. A feature of the May results is
the pronounced increase in sales of wearing apparel. Identical gains of 22 per cent
were recorded for men’s clothing and women®s clothing, while footwear sales gained
23 per cent. 1Increases within the 15 to 20 per cent range were recorded by drug,
smallwares, home furnishings and hardware departments. Food sales averaged 7 per
cent higher, with an increase of 13 per cent occurring in sales of stationery de-
partments.
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Comparison of Retall Sales in Canada, for 1943 and 1944, by Kinds of Business
(Comparisons are based on dollar value. No
corrections have been made for higher prices.)

May, 1944
. + or - per cent compared with

B o Meincoe Nay, May, April, Jan, -May, 1344

1939 1943 1944 Jan.--May, 1943
General INdeX o cso.:msivicosyo e +64.1 + B,6 (a) + 6.8
Boot and Shoe Stores ........, +73.8 +11.5 - 4.4 + 2.4
BT o SHC TR | [ P N (&) + 2.8 -25.0 + 8.2
Men's Clothing Stores ........ +92.,0 HIHE - 9.0 + 5.8
women's Clothing Stores ...... +94.2 +12.0 -11.7 + 6.8
fepartmentiiGtores i kbl .o digi gl +64.0 +19.6 + 1.2 + 8.9
LEBEMSHLOTEIS) Hlo, . . oo b6 b o o c +64.4 + 6.0 - 0.2 + 8.1
Furniture Stores cccseeev-uiao +25.2 + 8.6 +13.2 + 6.4
Grocery and Meat Stores ....., +63.5 + 1.5 -~ 1.4 + 5.1
HaGATIARS: SEOREIS, saed s vaes <ol s +41.2 +14.0 +23.8 +11.8
Radio and Electrical Stores .. - 7.8 - 3.3 + 8.6 - 6.3
REeEUERNRantie " . . 7% 6o lolo o o 98] o¥a o +86.6 + 8.7 + 0.7 +12.9
LB «SHORES e bskosJdsiHma? o +79.1 + 0.8 + 3.7 + 1.5

Comparison of Retail 3ales of Boot and Shoe Stores and Jewellery Stores

Boot and Shoe Stores Jewellery Stores
Sales in Sales in
May,1944 May,1944
Region Compared with Compared with
Sales in 3ales in
May,1943 May,1943
CRARENA., .. .. 5930w bbbl +11.5 +11.4
Maritime Provinces ...c-o.. + 6.8 - 9.3
DUEDEC - ohags 0,5 b 's.0 v78 oo B Sl 7 4 +10.1 +12,.5
QBN Off I o « sraroled o0l . - +11.4 +14,.8
PRATTICIBRGVIDRCES . Jenmls . . +15.3 +22 .2
British Columbid seceecoooo +17.4 + 7.4

(a) Unchanged.
(g) Not available,
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Index Numbers of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100)

A. Unadjusted., B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision)

General Boots Men's
Year and Month Index and Shoes Candy (h) Clothing(c)
A B A B A B A B
May B8 a W e 107.7 103.0 112.4 100.1 (g) (g) 95.0 98.0
May, 1940 ...ccess 119.9 LGS 7/ INZEEL R4 S 115.9 122.6 107.8 109.9
May, 1941=R % cwicio s 1l42,.9 134.5 143.6 126.9 141.8 1l42.6 135.4 137.0
May, 1942 ....c.0. 159.1 149.0 167.4 144.0 161.8 167.6 160.3 157.9
May, 1943 ........ 162+ 7 154.4 175.1 149.4 159.8 166,11 164.2 161,7
1943
el s o | 158588 4415505 198,86 16050 122.0 . 186.5 = T17256r8aM65.3
JULY LRt s o o o 147.8 155.4 16l.2 161.7 149.2 207 .6 143.7 164.8
AuUSH Jak's wiers @ o0 142.3 161.9 144,33 180.7 158 58 200.1 118.3 162.5
Septemb8r ...... 157.9 158.4 168.7 160.0 162.3 204.3 I5S, 53 160.3
QetODEr; flew s'sqd o6 173.4 157.5 171 .3 1'%68..0 189.6 202.1 197.2 1523
November ...c... L7 165.0 162.6 171.8 180.9 212.8 206.8 164.7
Decemb@r ceovoooe 221.7 167.9 209.7 163.2 384,6 173.6 279.4 183.2
1944
JBRUBBY . = oo oalade LS2ND 166.1 108.7 149.9 145.5 203.9 107.7 148.1
February .cccecoe 1380 171.8 105,11 174.0 184.8 176.9 111.4 183.1
NETCIEYE. 52 o okaistarats 165.4 177.4 139.0 185,0 168.4 Gl 82 146.9 182.9
AP 1S & oys Skl J oL e7 175 .2, 204.3 159.4 219.0 L5642 200.5 190.1
e 3 AT ey < 176,77 169.1 19503 "175.3 164.2 175.9 182.4 186.7
Komen's
Year and Month Clothing Department Drugs
A B A B A B
Moy, 1988 . v e s 104.2 100.4 101.4 98.4 102.7 105.7
May, 1940 ..ceeuee ANIE]: 112.4 111.9 A0 (=140 8 107.4 109.5
May, l94)=swieeees i 4il% 1 133.3 134.3 129.2 126,5 126.1
My o NI . cnretr 166.3 152.9 142.2 140.1 144.3 146.6
May, 1943 —evvses o5 180.7 1700 139.1 138.7 159.3 162.4
1943
A1 Vo N, T SIS 5 175.7 158.0 136.8 130,9 154.2 164.0
A7 L e SOOI G 152.4 173.2 112.5 144.7 159.6 159.6
AUgUst ..eeeceen 138.7 197.3 120,9 148.4 15346 156.9
September ...... 176.1 188.8 159.1 156.8 158.1 157.8
(07090 ox=Tr 1 P Ry 206.3 Ne5M7 177.8 ISR oS 171.7 le4.2
NovembeYr «c..ocs 202.9 182,.0 196.0 168.8 169.,5 172.6
DecembBY ..cec00 270.1 185.6 240.2 145.8 248.2 196.5
1944
JERVATEY . o o b o ¢ 05 128.6 183.5 109.7 151.3 168.2 177 o)
February eccsecse 124.7 207.5 122.4 156.3 163.0 L7S A
AR Fale aie o o dis 175.6 205.0 163.2 174.0 170.1 A7 1
APTAPIRE i f ool s s 229.2 18l1.8 164.3 174.0 169.2 174.6
SRS 6 O o LB O 202,.4 191.8 166.3 160,0 168.8 173.8

{c) Includes men's furnishings.
(k) Candy indexeg are based largely upon returns from retail candy chains,
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Index Numbers of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100)
A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision)

| EE T e I I ST U B IE I I D A IR T IR DT S ST T T T . G L T S R

) Groceries
Year and Month Furniture and Meats Hardware
A B A B A B
My 1980 ....i.00 125.2 99,9 109.7 108.7 136.9 106147
May, 1940 ..... e 146.6 117.0 123.9 120.8 148.3 110.2
MaF, 1941 .....5.0 173.3 138.3 146.8 141.4 169.4 125.9
R T s 157.0 126.8 169.8 157.0 174.8 135.0
Sy IO ... i 144,4 115.2 176.7 167.1 169.5 128.4
1943 _ :
B L L L 113,2 115.6 WL, 2 174.5 163.8 137.6
BBLEEN. & o 0% e iy S8 105.6 131.2 169.,7 160.7 155.3 136.9
BUENGE 5 des s cb0 0 v 112.0 112.0 157.2 173,10 148.6 142.4
September ....... 1298 103.5 154.6 160.3 151.8 131.7
' G8toher .... .04 127.7 106.7 166.9 159.5 156.5 137.1
' November ........ 120.6 112.6 155.8 159.3 153.6  150.6
December ........ 141.4 125.4 189.7 181.6 175.0 163.7
1544
T L R S 94.4 146.6 154.1 167.1 104.4 176.7
} FeDIUATY «eveoevs 101:5 125.4 161.9 171.2 110.6 195.3
1 S SRR 115.9 135.0 182.5 175.3 129.5 178.0
SRR Sl iy 138.5 128.5 181.9 181.2 156.1 155.6
TRV Y Ty 156.8 125.1 179.4 176.3 193,3 143.6

S S Restaurangs Variety

= Electrical
Year and Month i 5 y ) T 23
MBI SRS « 2 o olcriatro"ass 122.4 105.3 100,5 98.7 ' 106.9 107257
Maw = NI4Q) ) 5o oo h aile 3 150.4 129.4 10336 101.4 124.8 W2652
) L2 P T 166.4 143.1 119.2 115.6 159.8 159.7
Mayls 1942  J....00c00 154.4 138.1 145.1 142.5 1€86.4 180.6
May; 18948 ....e% e 116.6 104.3 172.5 170.9 180.0 184.8
1943
TERAS S o egdd s 105.8 114.1 170.4 170.6 184.3 J2% 56
ol | R Ak 96.8 120 57 176.0 166.1 183.4 1725
PUET- T R P 98.8 12848 180.9 169,.7 160.2 174.8
September ...... 114.1 97.8 185.0 177.6 170.2 183.2
OSEOBEY . oo 118.2 95,7 181.6 179.4 195.7 182.4
November ....... 116.0 91.0 177.6 1827 109.1 197.8
December ....... 140,0 99.5 182.4 173.9 339.4 185.4
1944 t :
TEPRATY . cenese 100.7 130.0 184.1 196.3 13137 212.3
TODBUATY o store i 96.4 124.4 17698 193.3 141.5 203,6
MERCIhS 1l o 50 ok 473 102.2 1159.1 192.9 193.3 156.3 200.9
APELN a5l s 103.9 118.6 186.2 188.9 184.6 195.8

Hay coococvoncss 112.8 97.1 187.5 183.5 191.5 182.2
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Unad justed Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100)

(Pigures for the current year are subject to final revision)

»

Year and Month CANADA g:z;zizzs quebec  Ontario Pﬁi:;ii:s ggii;gfa
- Men's Clothing Stores (c)
TR - OV 107.8 Ji50%,- 0 120.4 100.8 99.9 1 Ol
MRS L atise - 135e4 174.8 143.0 133,0 122.8 110.2
Mag: SUSREE ., o5 63 o 160,.3 220.4 179.6 146.6 144.9 147.6
Moy wl | . d.9ds.s 164.2 237.6 179.0 146.5 167.9 145.7
1944 '
PREeRr: o sa.ghs-- 14649 203.2 144.2 134.8 162.8 146.0
AR RT % s a0 200.5 265.9 207.4 ISESS 281 l162.2
e LG SRR 182.4 248.6 197, 9 164.4 197.0 153.6
% Change,
LYy =h0441 537%5.. +11.1 + 4.6 +10.4 +12.2 +17.3 + 5.4
WP P05 7:983..
% Change,
Jan.-May, 1944 .. + 5.8 + 5.9 +'4;3 + 3.9 @7 + 2.5

Jan,-May, 1943 ..

Wiomen's Clothing Stores

MEW, “IGA08 et eesen e L1810 G2 1 1480 108.5 118.0 5122 )
INAY dus) 1 e 141.1 LI o7 146.0 I5859 12398 145.7
DG, IS S e . e - 166.5 1. 7 1532y Q) 157.9 148.3 1€2.9
By ) w948 v .m0 wy ¢ oo 180,.7 239.9 12, 1 170.7 167 i 200.9
1944
MEBCIILFT ' ate e o o o L7856 230.6 159.2 174,7 1727.2 200,8
T oY s To == 0 229.2 296.6 7)o A 25 0] 241.2 240,3
T e ot s nt s Al o o A 202.4 276.4 208,6 189.8 1972 224.7
% Change,
May, 1944 ...cc.s +12.0 Tl 2 + 9.7 +11.2 +18.0 +11.8
May, =1943 ... 0000 :
% Change,
Jan.-May, 1944 .. + 6.8 +15.1 + 2.5 + 9a% +14.8 + 7.5

Jan.,-May, 1943

Grocery and Meat Stores

B, ST s - . 8 e o 13649 197 124.0 122.8 1282 126.8
MEy,  PORLy, ... ... 146.8 141.0 8553 150.6 144.4 146.4
) R 1L R o B 169.8 17&we WE25 K705 164.1 161.3
ey IBIEIEE . 5. 0. . 176, 8% IS0, ] k2 AL IS 1823519 17385
1944
MEGcil . ... . aigk ., 182.5 pLers st 194.6 179.4 163.4 166.0
Jnen L LR U 181.9 198.4 194.9 177.8 163.4 165.9
MBS« o nite & ¥eio o 179.4 206.5 181.8 173.2 179.6 171.8
% Change,
May, 1944 .c..0e. + 1.5 s . a0k + 1.3 + 3.3 - 1.0
MO RIE04S ©..dd..
% Change,
Jan.-May, 1944 .. +5:1 +10,0 + 3.7 + 4,7 + 8.1 + 2,2

Jan,-May, 1943 ..

(¢) -Includes men's furnishings.
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of Retail Sales by Provinces - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100)

(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision)

Jan.-May, 1943 ..

Maritime Prairie British
Year and Month CANADA  provinces  -uebec Ontario oprovinces Columbia
Department Stores

May, 1940 cccocoances 8L, 125.0 122.7 113.3 103.5 106.9
NEWEN SN . S o »imie 134.3 155.9 143,1 138,2 122.4 126.6
May, 1942 ...cceocnese 142.2 173.7 TEIERT 142.3 126.2 144.7
May, 1943 .......... 139.1 NG O 161.3 AL, 1206 147.3
1944

March ..c.cvcoves 1632 216.2 BT 148,2 166.,2 168,7

April ...cceveone 164.3 194.5 181.8 152.7 163.2 166.5

MEDE orns oo relo s he ete 166.3 211.5 189.6 157.5 155.5 166.4
4 Change,

May, 1944 ....... +19.6 +24.5 +17.5 +21.2 +20.0 +13.0

N, L OB . lose o100
% Change,

Jan.-May, 1944 .. + 8.9 +14.8 2 s 8P o) L +14,1 o Vaei?:

Jan.-May, 1943 ..

Variety Stores

May, 1940 .......... 124.8 144.7 139.9 116.4 123.3 105.6
May, 1941 ...cc0000.0 159.8 200.5 1 8le 3k 151.4 144.9 s mL
May, 1942 ..........  186.4 236.3 218.8 171.3 170.0 140.3
May, 1943 .....,0000 130,0 251.3 223.,6 171.4 180.1 137.6
1944

MArch coeeveocsss 156,3 200.0 177.0 144.0 151.8 120.6

-103 of 15 S 184.6 235.7 209.9 167.5 190.8 137.6

May coceocsovoens 1956 2813 231.3 170.4 182.3 135.2
% Change,

May, 1944 ....... + 0.8 (a) + 3.4 - 0.6 i) B - 1.7

May, 1943 ..c.e00
% Change,

Jan.-May, 1944 ,. + 1.5 + 4.6 4 lee (a) + 5,5 - 2.8

Jan.-May, 1943 ..

Drug 3Stores

)TN LS T R e T 107.4 YL 106.6 106.4 BLDIENL 104.3
May, 1941 ..ceceessce 126.5 140.1 L bl 128.3 125.4 119,3
May, 1942 ,.,..c..00 144.3 170.8 141.4 140.8 145,6 145.5
May, 18948 ...0. 3 o 159.3 192.8 155.5 152.0 163.7 173.4
1344

BRIGEHI 1) 5 chofe o prelanans 170.1 206.9 173.6 15€.7 172.4 192.,5

APTil ..ceevccoes 169.2 2. 168.8 158.9 173.6 183.5

May ccoocncaccnne 168.8 206.1 164.7 158.3 173.1 199.3
# Change,

May, 1944 ....... + 6.0 + 6.9 + 5.9 + 4.1 DR +14.9

Ma?, 1943 .. ..ol
% Change,

Jan.-May, 1944 .. + 8,1 +10,3 + 7.8 + 6.0 +10.2 +13.4

(a) Unchanged.
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS
May, 1943 and May, 1944

(Based on dollar sales of 19 firms including mail order houses)

May, May, % Change,
1943 1944 1944/1943
$ $

TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS e.vccoceacseess. 25,111,291 30,110,205 +19.9

1. Women's dresses, coats and suits ....... % 5l o 964,288 " LVl d59 +25.8

es Gl Jand " INRanGSIUBWIBED 4 o ¢ 455 o o s7%.5.00 o5 0 s ous 0 925,659 1,195,956 +293.2

3., Hosiery and gloves ....ecss000000000000000s0s 1,106,229 1,189,804 + 7.6

4, " Ingeie landiCoRgetal ml ki, Hems J il e canle L. 1,088,136 1,353,776 +25,.1

o Midil{Rery-l X A8 L. FhCB ooy % L of 8 el S8 e 341,658 371,329 + 8.7

6. Women's and children's apparel--(Total, 1-5). 6,419,905 7,838,804 +22.1

7. Men*s and boys' clothing and furnishings .... 2,609,150 3,243,436 +22,0

8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations .. 636,334 814,428 +17.0

9, Plegelzood iy Bilsrs ok . W o FANL e 5 o Y . AT69) FaR" T2 288 568 +32.3

10, Smallwares ....c.coc.00 Ol e OAGIOC 0 T A o g 824,808 952,638 +15.5
<" FOBE Ehi. kindived PRRENCHE W18l e obeesscores 2,370,518 2,542,017 T
12, Furniture (including mattresses and springs). 1,487,094 1,997,154 +34.3
e DHOME SRIEN T S HITZSI e 5 . ¢ A elTas o & sln, 2 00 B0 0ol e s 2500285909 12,488,676 +18.2
14. Household appliances and electrical supplies, 479,619 543,184 +13.3
15. Hardware and kitchen utensils .....e0csevesee 1,203,325 1,438,471 +19.5
16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies .... S1ENISEe 172,988 -18.9
17, Shoes and other footwear .....c...... seeseess 1,938,573 2,378,460 +22.7
18, Stationery, books and magazines ......ceveeee 314,519 355,927 +13.2
19. All other departments, total ...........cs... &£,750,251 3,155,655 +14.7




