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Monthly Indexes of Retail Sules in Canada, August, 1944
(1935-1939=1C0)

Retail sales in Canada, measured by the composite index for twelve trades,
increased 10 per cent in August compared with the same month a year ago and advanced
5 per cent from July, 1344. Unadjusted indexes (on the base, average for 1335-1938
=100) stood at 157.0 for August, 1944, 142.5 for August, 1943 and 149.0 for July,
1944. Yart of the 10 per cent margin over August, 1943 is accounted for by the oc-
currence of one more business day in August of this year than last. ¥nen allowance
igs made for this extra day, the increase is reduced to 7 per cent, or about the same
as the average gain for the first eight months of this year over last.

Analysis of the results for various trades reveals that the expansion in
retuil business extended to almost all types of consumer goods. The only decline in
sales was that recorded by radio and electrical stores, which specialize in merchan-
dise still in short supply. Relaxation of restrictions on the production of certain
types of durable goods is reflected in the 16 per cent increase for the hardware
trade in August of this year compared with last.

Department stores across Canada did 15 per cent more business in August

this year than last. Mail order business transacted by departmental firms is inclu-
ded in the sales fipgures on which this comparison is based. Sales in the January-
to-August period were 9 per cent ahead of volume for the same period a year ago.
The Maritime Provinces and Irairie Frovinces, with gains of 23 and 21 per cent re-
spectively, led other regions of the country in extent of gains over August, 1943.
Sales were up 15 per cent in British Columbia and 135 per cent in Ontario, while a
comparatively minor increase of 8 per cent occurred in Quebec.

Cirocery and combination stores did 9 per cent more business in August this
yesy than last and sales for this trade averaged & per cent greatér during the first
#igiit months of the year., Increases were fairly uniform for all sections of the
e¢ountry, ranging from 7 per cent in {uebec and British Columbia to 1l per cent in the
#aritime ¥Frovinces and Ontario. In the Prairie rProvinces, food store sales gained 9
per cent,

Sales of women's clothing stores averaged 11 per cent higher for the coun-
try as a whole, but guins varied widely for the different regions. Compared with
increases of 17 per cent in the Frairie rrovinces and of 14 per cent in Ontario, were
gains of only 3 and 4 per cent in Juebec and British Columbia respectively. The in-
crease in the Maritime Frovinces was similar to the average gain for the Dominion.

Less pronounced than the increase in sales of women's apparel stores was a
gain of Y per cent in men's clothing store sales over August, 1943, Sales for the
year-to-date increased 5 per cent also, Ontario sales were up 8 per cent., In the
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Maritime Frovinces, sales fell off 2 per cent below August of last year. Minor in-
creases occurred in other sections of the country.

Variety store sales gained 8 per cent in August this year compared with
last, and were up only 3 per cent for the first eight months. Gains in all sections
of the country were within narrow limits of the average increase for the country.

L e
L "Lk
- Drug store sales were up 1l per cent for August and 8 per cent for the
year-to-date. Apart from an 18 per cent advance in British Columbia, there was

marked uniformity in the regional increases.

There was greater activity in footwear sales in the Western provinces than
in Eastern and Centrsal Canada during August, probadbly due to the earlier advent of
fall weather. The average increase for Canada amounted to 7 per cent,.

Jewellery store sales were 10 pexr cent higher than in August, 1943. On-
tario and Quebec recorded gains slightly exceeding the average, while more moderate
advances occurred in Eastern and Western regions.

Nineteen departmental firms reported a breakdown of sales by departments
and their aggregate sales were 17 per cent ahead of last year. Sales of radios,
musical instruments and supplies continued their downward trend and were one-third
lower in August this year than last. Moderate increases occurred in sales of
household appliances, home furnishings and stationery departments, but increases in
other departments were almost equal to, or greater than, the uverage gain for all
departments.
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Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1943 and 1944, by Kinds of Business

(Comparisons are based on dollar value.

No

corrections have been made for higher prices.)

Kind of Business

B e

August, 1944
+ or - per cent compared with

August, August , JTULY; Jan, -Aug. ,1944

1939 1943 1944 Jan, ~Aug. 1943
Gogemd) Tndex: sww s 0 eeeeae o +657.9 +10.3 + 5.4 + 7.0
Beot ‘and Shoe SHOres ceese.n +114.0 + 6.7 - 5,2 + 3.2
PRGN SIS . 1o . 0.t o n (g) +11.7 + 9.9 +10.2
Men's Clothing Stores ....... +72.7 + 4.6 -12.8 + 5.4
Women's Clothing Stores ..... +125,.3 +10,5 = 1.8 + 6.9
Department Stores ...coeeeces +73 .4 +15.3 +13.93 + 9.2
DR IS ORI, @agel® & + o+ sl o olv o 4 +71.4 +11.0 + 1.5 + B.2
RIS L ST OREIRT o, a5 +e suel o o +20.0 +10.4 + 9.2 + &2
Grocery and Meat Stores ..... +63.9 + 3.3 + 4.5 c W4
HErUMB e, SEOTEIS: « ceav s v+« oeiall +40.3 +15.6 + 3.0 +12,3
Radio and Electrical Stores . + 2,1 - 8.1 = Q7% - 9.0
REMUaURallS. 5o o oo doets mudes +84.3 + 3.6 + 2.7 4 @08
VAcnigly SEOTe s’ . o f . ous < s broma +71.6 + 7.6 - 4.9 + 25

Comparison of Retail Sales of Boot and Shoe Stores and Jewellery Stores

Boot and Ghoe Storea Jewellery Stores
Sales in ! Sales in
Angust, 1944 August, 1944
Region Compared with Compared with
Sales in 3ales in
August, 1943 August, 1943
GARRNDA Jiom® i A0 i 2™ | + 6.7 +10.0
Maritime Frovinces ..... + 6-9 + 4.8
RCEE e e e vp s s A0 L a2 by 3 129 L
Cadin aelo I SO FR, B el + 6.9 e ]
¥rairie Frovinces .. +13.6 L
gvitish Solumbia soe. . +15=7 + 4,1

(g) Not available.
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Index Numbers of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100)

A. Unad justed. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision)

General Boots Ken's
Year and Month Index and Shoes Candy(h) Clothing(c)
A B A B A B A B
e B, .. .- 1 J0.D  102.9 R €6.9 () (e) 71.7 984 5

AT SE 040 e 0 o 1152 119.& 97.8 106 112.4 130.2 97.4 122.4
August, 1941 ...... 134.1 146.3 114.0 RBAL7 138.7 TEome) WO 146.5
August, 13948 ...... 147.5 162.4 144.5 15E0E Yige BTN DI 181%S 172.6
August, 1949 .c0... 142.3 16149 144.3 180.7 BUSTERS) 200,11 I NELRE 1625
1343 !
SEpEmBler . to . - gia ) 15
Gelidiiems T, . § S8 1175, 4 B2
HONEGRIBETT - .\ o loters o | L7 4051 16
BEEORBIER o . offie. B o 7 16
1944

4" V188, 7w 260.0 © 1634 2048+ 168M | TOECH
9, 171.3 | 13650 " THED A6 CENAE " UTT ra DN E
Dolaf. 162.6 | T9k.8, 15GES & 24 S8 Y T JliGy O UITEEES
9 £02.7. - 163.2 384,65 ) TRERA ) 2794 2= H8E.N

TN - et g |4 2EA5 Beoxs il 108.7 149.9 145.5 203.9 LG 148.1
FOOIMATY .« o hoble = L9510 W18 2405 174.0 1B4.8 Loy 111.4 HESIN
MGG . [o il sanh oT8 M LB, 4 177.4 1580 wes .0 16E.4 S 146.9 182.9
Aol e s N 6 17e .2 204.5 1G%ad ARG bis; P 200.5 e o/ AyT
NSRSl I 7 7 | LGSR TID5), B - 17% 7 16 B vINZSAT MBS S7R DLEREN
URE. Gl 3 < 4 e = o A T76..D 1 A0 208.06 o ggeead. 155.4 231.6 &3 .1 173.0
DEVSE RIS e . ... 143,00 169.1 3G 2 Jus 2R pE T0ge) P SR | 142.0 1786
PaEEE Bt asfos 15970 174.0 3 ) e Zpte) e 21672 12308 16§15
domen's
Ycar and Month Clothing Department Drugs
A B A B A B
HuEUIET ; * WIS . 66,6 9953 B80.4 95.7 SO% 5 99.7
August, 1940 ...... 9870 SR 99.8 116.6 HEbE)AT) J82r &
Rulgusity, BA948 T, L 119.7 100D 120.4 T, 8 e .5 1sIe, 7
aguis®, sder L L) 5y 156 g o L12ie5 126.9 154.5 148.5 149.2
fusust , 1948 5 Ly 138.7 197.3 120.9 148.4 oS 6. LsEL9
1343 ;
September ...... 176.1 188.8 1.59).4. i SENS ear= |57 8
eiteben W. - = Uk 206,93 Bl 7 L7718, 157.3 gLzl l64.2
November .c..... 202.9 182.0 196.0 168.8 iLaeRsy ITNRTRAG
December ...cooo 270.1 185.6 240.2 145.8 248.2 196.5
1944 .
e IV PR 12€.6 18863 JOF 7 1O H 168.2 Blly/ 7.
PehBMEEY 1% . 5. J6 124.7 20755 122.4 156.5 168 . Ok 75T
P e 7 T 175.6 205.0 163.2 174-0 17208  "l7Es
/8229 U R 229.2 NE 8 164.3 i 7l N0) 1L 174.6
Bagam-) .. 00, onl 201.4 190.9 166.2 160.0 168.4 173.4
JUTAET 5% g ac b 192.9 170.8 11505 143.2 BUCY=R I 77 (O]
YD N R LHSHE 189.8 116.8 156.9 168.0 171.2
AT e SRR 1582 (2% ) 139.4 WED,.3 170.'%5 | | 17

(c) Includes men's furnishings.
(h) Candy indexaes are based largely upon returns from retail candy chains.
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Index Numbers of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100)

A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations,
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision)

—————— ———— e et . ——— ———— Groceries e e e e e e —3
Year and Month Furniture and Meats Hardware
A B A B A B
August, 1939 ...... 103.0 99.5 104.8 111.8 287 Jis2449)
JAREn SN " 9A0. il Ly 125.2 118.3 124.2 122.6 126.2 115.7
August, 1941 ...... NBL..6 135.4 146.0 148.3 No@ L 142.9
August, 1942 ...... 137.7 134.5 160.5 166.1 161.5 S8 48
August, 1943 ...... ANEE 0N MRS 0 I 5 173.0 149.6 142.4
1943
September ...... 117.2 105.5 154.6 160.3 151.8 L5 AY
Guiobenr: i Eke.. ¢ 1l e? 106.7 166.9 595 156.5 S7Eh.
November ....... 120.6 112.6 156,58 159.3 158 6 150.6
December ...... 5 141.4 125.4 189.7 181.6 178.0 165.7
1944
JAnUAary .-.:csoees 94.4 146.6 154,1 167.1 104.4 176.7
910107 1S b o P A 101.5 125.4 161.9 170.2 110.6 185,35
MEEC L. .2 e e o o " 115.9 135.0 18835 1 7S X815 di7/Be [0
10 Teh IO % o 58,5 1EE S 181,9 AlrE 5= 36l 1 155.6
A L . M b 157.3 JZE 46 LTS ) 176. 4 193.4 145.7
MR, . Y e e - oo 130.4 131.7 195.4 133.2 189.1 156.4
il e [ TS 150.8 164.4 174¢.7 167.8 154.9
ANENS Tl e e Y 12%!6 2R 171.8 183.9 1923 16115
Radio and .
Year and Month ¥lectrical Restaurants Variety
A B A B A B
August, 1939 ...... 88.9 109.0 101.7 94.2 100.4 106.6
Agasts B840 mei sl 10€e.6 133.2 ) e ) 103.8 135.0 134.6
AUpuEt - 19490 oo 15859 17540 134 .7 i, 8 158.3 185. 1
August, 1942 .., ... 125.5 15%.9 150.6 140.0 g, I 1885
Augasty 194300, « 44k 9€.8 125.8 180.9 169.7 160.2 174.8
1943
Senptiember Sien « R i a7 48 185.0 177 .6 17653 183.2
OSHebeR" , i g fa o 118.2 95.7 181.6 179.4 195.7 182.4
eoviember esvome 116.0 91.0 177.6 187 .7 159.1 137.8
December ....... 140.0 99.5 182.4 1%% . 9 S50 4 185.4
1edd
S NERURTY . b 7o : 1087  1s0l6 18g 1,7 198 8 150, 75 Eglae
February «.....: 96.4 124.4 k76a8 BT 3 141.5 203.6
T ool e . L2 .2 19, 192.9 133.3 156.3 200.9
Ao RS S PSS S 103.9 1isg 26 186.2 188.9 185,1 196.2
Wil s . div s <18 114.0 98,0 188.2 184.2 191.1 191.8
ARG Ll Ll Sy~ 110.3 118.9 182.3 181,9 196.1 189.5
BTN o S AV daxe tva dwags 91.4 119.5 182.5 175.6 18, 1 186,8

August ..eveecen IO = . Y TR 187.4 172.4 172.5  184.3
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Unad justed Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100)
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision)

, Maritime -y ) Frairie British
Year and Month CANADA  provinces Quebec  Ontario  prayinces Columbia

Men's Clothing 3tores (c¢)

Aligusi, 1980 5.5 .00 97.4 L35 84S S8, 94.€ 86.0 Bl
Augpshaelidal fke o d . 113.2 96l 3 69 108.5 92.8 Weles
Aughisie o428 Tl (L . . 131.5 L7 6 143.1 120.4 114.9 140.2
AugnstE, ] ISEE B . D .k Ik 1777 Je7a 104.1 127 .7 129.4
1944

Aot TR A P 189.1 254.4 2505 177.0 196.6 176

TN . P e S % v 142.0 216.5 135.3 126.8 ik e 139.6

LT s R 58 L2535 121.5 Lk 5 134,95 130.9
% Change,

August, 1344 ....- + 4.6 - 2,2 + 3.2 + 8.1 + 3.3 + 083

August, 1343 ... ..

#% Change,
Jan.-Aug. , 1944 .. + 5.4 + 4.0 + 4.1 + 4,7 +13,1 + 2.4
Jan.-Aug.., 1943 ..

Women's Clothing Stores

Augsts, 1940 R Ed - 96.0 1364 1 85.4 9857 2.4 120,35
Argilisity s TOEl SR8 & wie o Jlalsh i 150wl 120.0 1o - 105.1 15EEE
SUERISHT L1300, i ¥ it ap 2 dM66.4 7 1 S 156.6 156859 135.9 170.7
August, 1943 ........ 1387 173.6 125.6 154.9 143.7 173.6
1944

TUDE 5% T ewgin ¥ 4w & 193, 9 232.5 200.1 le4.1 183.3 214.9

TR e e e e L & 155.2 BN 2 135.3 1S7ES 162.9 176-9

AT oo . R anaran Las .2 191.2 Tag. 1 1563.9 LIRS [Lha 1S
% Change,

August, 1344 ..... +10.5 +10.1 $348 +14.1 +16.6 LI

August, 1343 ..

% Change,
Jan.-Aug., 1944 .. + 6.9 +12 .2 + 1.6 + 7.2 +135.8 + 7.3
Jan.-Aug., 1943 ..

Grocery and Meat Stores

NS TINNEA0 ek by . o 124.2 Jik W] 109.6 1S 150.9 139.6
e s e TNEAN " o &0, o 146.0 150.8 51 145.8 IR ARET0) 156.6
autgaite | LR oy, W St 0I5 N5 7 1L 7ae% 15644 184.,0 27645
LR T -, (. 157.2 178.4 1434 LeE,7 1905 153.0
1944
R L es oD ae e 155, 4 22,8 200, G 19y .6 07,4 T
ML el TR B oo 164.4 UiheioSig 154,9 1%Y.5 180, 8 166.8
SRR TR PO IREAE 197.2 159.4 lé2.2 208.1 180.1
7 Change,
August, 1944 . .... + 9.3 +10.5 + 7.4 +10.6 + 9.2 + 7.2
Ngadeit FIES) (1
% Change,
Jan.-Aug., 1944 .. + 5.7 + 9.4 + 4,5 + 5.5 + 7.5 + 3.1

Tollomihds, 1545 , .

¢) Includes men's furnishings .
) Includ 's furnishi
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Unad justed Indexes of Retail Sales by Frovinces - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100)
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision)

Maritime ~Prairie  Britisn
Year and Month CANADA  provinces <Wuebec Ontario provinces Columbia

Department Stores

August, 1940 ...ce000 99.8 109.4 B3 2 99.5 89.7 B Wil
August, 1941 ...cas00 120.4 137.2 1204 2208 7 107.0 138,0
N O S T R 629 138.7 129.4 1255 L5 1 TSI
aasnagt, 1948 .on camie . 129.9 140.8 650 113.9 11248 145.3
1944

Sl AT T )4 10 .15 178.5 150 '8 IR iy B 145.0 16659

SN N e Rk - iehd o 116.8 L3849 109.6 104.6 202 145.9

BUoSt Lo h o Reah e 139.4 17246 136.0 1285 136.4 166.8
% Change,

Ruimash, 1948 . . - +195% +22.6 *. 759 +12.6 +20.9 +14.8

tEnsty LI

% Change,
Jan.-Aug., 1944 .. + 9.2 +12.9 + 6.7 + 6,0 +14.1 + 2.9
Jan.-aug., 13943 ..

Variety Stores

Sacus Wy 1840 o .rouiiles 155G 174.0 Y5 17 TAES 56, T 7.1
ARSI 194 1. 2. Hevoe 1358.9 207.4 20 150.5 14l 8 141.2
BUNSG o 1D4AE o', ae dldia s 1800 2354.0 203.0 165.4 166,6 1585 5
Algust, 1943....... . 1602 2 Ol LBO 40 145.0 158.5 0. e
1944
o i R S A W JSlior W o8 .6 208 .o L2680 1202 144.1
. . - o P - anl . 181.1 232.0 204.3 6852 5.7 19X.3 141.9
ARBIEE e e 5o op0 50 1788 820.8 195.53 155 15 LH327 147.1
% Change,
Ausust, 1344 ... .. 76 + B4 + 7.4 o P2 + 3.6 5B A6
Aumict, 1945 . lgi.
% Change,
Jun.-Aug., 144 .. + 2.5 + 4,3 + 2.7 + 1.5 + 5.4 + 0.3
Junl. -AUg., 1960 . .
Drug, Jtores
Rl s, 1340 Ll Byt . LS WECT T | 110.0 I 1SS0 RS T Wr9TL
AEEP 1341 . . Bl LS X5 15104 B ToL 168, 5 15348 128.5
e, A8 LK e 148.5 188, 0 141.6 145.3 146.1 154.4
sy T948 L. - 1656 191.4 146.8 [RaSe 160. 4 168.3
1944
RIRIEES |« o » e 4 F o = el 68, 1 %9855 1299 198 X7 6. UIR 8
TSR e | I MBI 16€.0 2044, 1588 1Sl WS .3 1876
RIS S 2. L 1R e 1V6LS 20949 160.2 ] 681 N9z D KIS 5,
% Change,
o1 nkehy ) e L T +11.0 + 9.7 4209001 +11.3 + 9.4 +1€.4
Augtast , 1943, . .0
% Change,
Jan.-Aug., 1944 .. #8523 & 10" + 7.9 + 67 o S +15.4

-, ., 19430 ..
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS
August, 1943 and August, - 1944
(Based on dollar sales of 19 firms including mail order houses)

—— 2
—

—= —

August, August, % Change,
1943 1944 1944/1943
_ ¥ ¥

TOTAL SALES, AIL DEPARTMENTS +.vecec.ocon. 21,335,058 24,875,576 +16.6

l. Women's dresses, coats and suits ............ 2,340,768 2,715,658 +16.0

S IEPAE Y S andSIRF AR WEST . | 8o inioors oo ale d o sd e 845,775 1,152,116 +36.2

il MEosHe Yy Ad S CUAVIEIS s o + o < gtls s o fe o « o JoBraHel 798,385 874,694 + 9.6

. R e S GRCSEE .l Sy T e e e ee s 889,479 1,128,580 +26.9

BT B R b WOR hekteln s o] o876 30 v o 8 3uad wis ® (sioe o S ens Giakd 233,984 264,765 +13.2

6. Women's and children's apparel-(Total, 1-5) . 5,108,391 Br,AB0,, Bil5 +20,1

7. ken's and boys' clothing and furnishings .... 2,160,322 2,500,378 +15.7

B. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations .. 645,249 736,263 +14.1

Gl SRSl e OISR e i, L S SRR A, e She cnuiofe oiofe o oReme IS BZASCEAL  NSSEEERSEY +27.7

R ISIHEN BNREIRES =, . o0 et 48 - e Lot 2 Lt sl 758,279 €69,E390 +14.7
Sl SHogcWan® icidined productis) e vape e esissame s aae ly, O30 6L 256126 ;279 Till6 00
12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs). 1,418,078 1,710,834 +20.6
B O SR INES" < . F - o2 oic bl eincansac . 1768709 - L15766.,550 + 7.9
l4. Household appliances and electrical supplies, B17 SR 524,189 + 1.4
15. Herdware and kitchen utensils ....cceecvuusns 774,444 931,235 +20.3
16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies .... 246,167 165,623 -33.5
17. Shoes and other footwear .....eeove-v00e000s.. 1,024,080 1,803,003 +18.3
18, Stationery, books and magazines ....c.vcceoes 377,174 405,494 + 7.5
19. ALY other departments, total Jov.i..ccevnsess. 2,515,980 2,873,198 +14.2




