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January retail sales, while declining by 40 per cent from the hipgh seasonal
peak reached in December, averaged 7 per cent higher in dollar volume than in January
a year ago according to index numbers based on reports received from a sample number
of firms representing 14 different trades dealing chiefly in food, clothing and house-
hold requirements. The peneral index of sales (on the base, 1935-193¢ = 100) stands
at 143.1 for January, 237.4 for December and at 134.0 for January, 1944.

The 7 per cent increase in sales between January of this year and last is a
continuation of the gains recorded in the corresponding-month comparisons for 1944
and 1943. It is about on a par with the 8 per cent pain recorded in the comparison
between the annual totals for the two years.

Stores which formerly specialized in the sale of radios and household
appliances and which are classified as radio and electrical stores continue to re-
cord lower sales. Such stores transacted 3 per cent less business in January of this
year compared with last.

The marked upward trend which has characterized the restaurant trade in re-
cent years nas apparently been halted. Restaurant receipts were 20 per cent higher
in 1943 than in 1942. The averapge increase in 1944 over 1943 was reduced to 7 per
cent while receipts in January, 1945 were unchanged from January a year ago.

In the shoe retailing field, moderate increases in the extreme eastern and
western parts of the country were offset by decreases in Ontario and the Prairie
Provinces resulting in a 4 per cent decrease in dollar sales between .January of this
vear and last for the country as a whole.

£11 other trades for which separate indexes are compiled registered gains
in Jaswary compared with the same month last year. Hardware store sales continue to
vaplster lmprovement with a gain of 14 per cent. Department store sales averaged 12
per cent higher in January of this year than last, all provinces excepting British
Zolumbia recording substantial increases. Department store sales in British Columbia
wets pradéically unchanged from a year ago.

k>n's specialty clothing store sales were up 11 per cent; family clothing
stores gained 9 per cent and furniture store sales were up by a similar percentage.
Seven per cent increases were recorded for variety stores, food stores and women's
clothing stores. Increases of six per cent or less were recorded for country general
ptores, drug stores and jewellery stores.
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Indexes of sales are not computed for candy shops or for retail furriers.
Sales figures reported by & group of candy stores consisting chiefly of the chain
companies operating in this field indicate a gain of 5 per cent over January last
year. A sample number of returns from reteil furriers reveal a 21 per cent increase
in sales for this trade.

Maritime Provinces

Retail sales in the Maritime Provinces averaged 7 per cent higher in Jan-
uary of this year compared with last. With the exception of the furniture trade all
lines of business for which separate figures are available registered increases.
Furniture store sales were down 5 per cent from January & year ago. Increases for
the other trades ranged from 2 per cent for food stores to 16 per cent for variety
stores.

Quebec

Quebec sales averaged 6 per cent higher in January of this year over last.
Radio and electrical shops registered a decline of 9 per cent and women's specialty
shops were down by 1 per cent. All other trades registered increases ranging from
1 per cent for shoe stores to 23 per cent for hardware stores.

Ontario

Ontario sales averaged 7 per cent higher in January of this year compared
with last. Three trades registered declines while the remaining 11 trades for which
separate fipures are compiled registered increases. The decreases were 2 per cent
for restaurants and 11 per cent for shoe stores and radio and electrical shops. In-
creases for the other trades ranged from 3 per cent for drug stores to 16 per cent
for department stores.

Prairie Provinces

The gain in retail trading in the Prairie Provinces in January of this year
compared with last was similar to the increase for the country as a whole, namely 7
per cent. Shoe store sales were down 5 per cent while sales for all other trades for
which figures are available were either unchanged from last year or were higher.
Restaurant receipts and jewellery store sales were practlcallv unchanged from January,
1544 while increases ranging as nigh 2 14 per cent for furnitura steres were recordad
for the other lines of bus1nQSu.

wrdtl ol JolumBza
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A 7 per cent gain in sales over January, 1944 was alsc racorded for Hritiah
Columbia. Restaurant receipts were down by 3 per cent, men's clothing store sales
were unchanged from last year while increases ranging as high as 33 per cent for harcd-
ware stores were repistered for the other trades. The increase in hardware store
business was general, most of the firms reporting to this wopthly survey indiceting
an increase in business

1

Departimiitd] Analycis of Depar-tment Store Sales

An analysis of sales by departments, for which information was provided by
17 departmental firms, revealed that there was an increase of 1l per cent in Janusary
this year over last for all departments combined. Increases occurred in sales of all

:
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ol rtmenty wit)h the dxcepticn ol Tha rodic and music denartmen® wiich recorded a1




per cent decline in salas. Only four depertments, piocce goods, footwear, men's wear
and food, reported sales increases excceding that for the "all departments™ figure,
The largest of these was an 18 per cent increase in sales of piece goods departments.
Home furnishings departments reported sales only 4 per cent greater in .January this
vaar than last. Inerceises [ar othér depirtwents rargea frem B-te 1D per wante

dskon of Ratail Salas in Cenada, Tor 1544 and 1945, by Kinds of Business
L (Comparisons are based on dollar value. NO
corrections have been made for higher prices.)

Sales in January, 1945
Compared With Sales In

Kind of Business January, January, December ,
1541 1944 1944
% % %
SHHEBRAT TNDEX %, .d8.. 0f. .. 00 +42.1 + 6.8 -39.7

General Merchandise Groups

Country General Stores .......... +50.7 + 5.8 -35.6

pepartment Stores .....s..vuvcene +32.3 +12.3 -51.5

Vuriety Stores ....c.icvevcennnns +45.4 (O -62.2
Rood droups

ool s e T R T AR +41.2 + 6.5 ~18.6

RESUBIEAEREEE . . L, 2% Sac. o8 o s o lde o le +75.3 + 0.1 - 8.2
Cisthing Group:

Family Clothing Stores .......... +ol56 + 8159 =57.5

Men' s-Glothing Stores «isceesvese +29.3 +10.6 -59.8

Women's Clothing Stores ....ceo.. +54.5 +r e -53,4

IE" SHENRES) ok o« % i JT% DRIl s +31.2 -~ 4.1 -60.4

liowdshold and Personal Effects Group:

INEIGENS BAREIS (ol «ilefis ope o Salbiliesd s o 1o o ol +48,9 + 4.5 =32.7
BE SR SLORES La' . o Jie 6o o7is 50 o HNTab + 9.0 -34 .4
BardWaRe SSEOres .. d.ouist oo cvoa +50.2 +14.1 -37.3
Jowellery Stores (b) «..ccvcevens +59.8 + 5.4 ~75.3
Radio and Electrical Stores ..... =132 - [BaS -28.7

(Bb) Based on sales including the Federal tax introduced in June, 1942.
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Index Numbers of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100)

A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision.)

General Country
Year and Month Index General Department Variety
A B A Bh A B A B
Jenlia rvg L 958" 5lp 79.3 100.3 79 . 1 99.5 va S 98.4 6B NSz
Jenuarypesgdlroame g0 7+ - 12l.5 B = 108,3 93.% 123.5 96 J9++ TSN GINE
Januery, B942 ... 125.9 146.9 101.2 T2 7.4 512 1ok 129.8 191.4
ganuary = @843 .- 128.9 155155 12 L8 .7 143 .4 107.8 148.1 128.4 195.2
January, 1944 .... 134.0 167.3 1 (o (T O L s 10 | of i M5 || ] LB 7 S22 16
1944
Peliai U wil39.07 IMGOEE 2259 162.7-: Y22.4 = 186.3 141.5 203.6
MEGCINS e s oo * ORI L 1742 el 16651 .« 163.2 174.0 156.3 200.'9
AETASAT o5 e d . LSS WTE1 5 REEL L L NT76.0. - 1643 174.04 4+ 1185, “TNg6.2
LTINS S 177, 8 7/ 018 By 74 164.1 166.2 160.0 I 19108
S RS R S AT | 173.0 169, 1 163.4 150.5 143.4 h96. A 189.5
Judeyt SR JL LS NG D0 SVAOMSY - 1569..9 |, 316.8 | 1STH0 L Tl AN 1 ITEEAE
s R RS e, 2 NS JOM g4 HIB1 0. LFed 165.3 172.4 184.4
September ... s ~ I'e.9 .S  64.0 ¢ 186.8 178 T p 4 Fl-OME4 15y
October .. S RLERAEW 747 | YFANO | g 1606 . , dAT5 Ol diRilRe 159 94 S 1
November ...... 190.6 18, - ESe Y 1« | LBA 2. 2225 43 L% a7 RI Tl —~42180:2
December ...... 237.4 172.8 $86S . 1 1631 263 .9 2684l 40 TR -, A8
1945
JANUAYY .csaso. 143.1 11/ T o (5 g (61557 W2 S & 16440 140,97 R22845
Farily Hen's
Year and Month Fack Reagailpaits Clothi%g Clothing(c)
A B 2 B . B A B
Saliacvr= EIS0 . 4 SERSGT -3e 1 8Y.5 95.7 (a) () 69.8 96.4
danbArPy EE] . 5.0 1M8N0TT 122.8 & N TL08E3 82.1 9T 92.00 28
Jarmary, 1942 .. 150.4 146.4 126.3 BEON 47l = 1WQ6 1 147 .4 118.9 "149.4
Jenuary, 1943 ... Meoqe 7L T N DN SSiEEeE WIGELY.. (6.8 L1677 1e7.3 143.8
January, 1944 .... 156.5 169.7 11(Tol TR KT BRI D L S Al LR ) o | 10777, TS558 55
1944
Hob MY ~a v <m0, I@L, 9" 1 1.3 7l 86 Q87as g er ~KBSe 11259 " TesE
TR EE M. s SN DE e L T 'Y T INBIT L 1SS T 143458 Tl F0.8 145.5"  'V7Gek
A= IS . %2 feit [ | 1GNNS 180.5 B8 O . Wil 9028l 206 :6 L7687 " NLSSJE WS
Magr Tl 83 44 Te L. A P9S0T S1H5.19 | . 885k J1ESs ] 1964 T+ | 1B9,Q™T ~1I8HHS 185,86
el Bacr .k Seaw - JOAMR 192.1 136.9 186,4 189.4 183.4 188.4 180.0
Julit . Bdoi. iy U606 174.8 e e TIN5 |1 602 GIve 142 .4 173.8
Al gt Bk, . &3 CTRGE OFF T IS ORRNILGRNG TeeF el 184:0" | L2082 166G .4
Sepbemaer .. & IPSLL ILNEE., 2 192.1 184.4 189,19 - 1SR L 1748 172.2
QREEBOr o+ e« | DOSES 175, 196.1 185.1  229.9 - ¥98%50. . RO7.4- 1 NN
November .... 16856 | 1HE 3 1894 .8 4 20454 286,60 . "19EE T 228.6 | IISIgE
Decenbel &' cuo - 20456 ; 176,42 186,88 “SI9056 " | 202,9 18353 2868 T lidsts
1345
January . ... 166.6 17845 180.6 1,900 3124 .60 85 1190 HEF§S

(a) lot available. - T
i A

(e} Includes usge's feradaliops.

=y
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Index Numbers of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935-1939 = 10C)
A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision)

= =S e

Women's 3

Vear and Month Clothing Shoes Drugs Furniture

A B ] el - W L T
JARary ; 1099 s | 07,0 OT. 7 L~ 6B 87.5 96.8  104.4 60.9 9.5
January, 1941 .... 88.5 121.9 T, % 1100, LI, 1o T 83.3  124.9
January, 1942 .... 115.1 180 /8 40684 1 L4 |2 136.5 -~ 14@.5 90,8 1 l&8wd
January, 1943 .... 126.0 173.6 9664 |, 13094 151.8  1.259.3 91.7: 137.5
January, 1944 .... 127.5 782.0 - TWA3 - MEMINE | VN68.2 ' AT7%.0 89.8 139.5

1944
~ February ...... 124.4  191.5 101.3 167.7 163.C 175.1 101.8 125.7
MRS = s aniias ATadY 20306, 13556 1/180vE | 11701 1rRTR. X 2l18.8 teddZaB
el i Y ks 2288 28325 -"204.1 |158.2. 169.2 | 174.6 13646 . i
RADEE . s 20098« 19188, 1975 HATRBT-N68.4 & VT6ed TiGEEE - DN
JUnE . es..v.s. 191.9 178,65  215.1 168.6 ). 168.1 177,01 10O 20l
| DO 2. ...0i.. 158850 _ 1900 - lezier QINEEE CIERL0 T IEIU2 TR L ulss .0
Raguat ..o..... 58579 TTMELY L& ¢ TTIERY MYOls IR0 ey TN
September ..... 200.8  204.5 196.7 162.9 177.3 172.3 134.8 112.6
WShehar - ¥ ... THNNGD  TOL G TIMMLEG IPASe - IH8.2 LTENY IR0 TGS
November ...... 226.6  204.8 181.1 191.3  181.3  184.6 145.3 137.8
December ...... 293.3  190.6 245.2.  168.8 261.2 205.5 149.2 1256.7
1045
SR . sane  AE6aTs 181 B | 9%.100 14008 1@i175.7 oad86.7 111 97.9:, Ak

- e e o
== ===

b v
Y&dr acnd eeuth _ﬂ_Hardware Jewellery( ) gigzzrigﬁl
hd A B A B A B
January, 1939 .... 63.4 107.8 Ly (a) L34 100.3
Feanary , 194d | 4. 80.2 iS5 Vbl 63.5 158 [0 L5 135.4
+Anuary, 1942 ..... O I% 76 .4 1) 14 el 4 126, 1 1568
JEadary , 1943 .... 85.0 158.4 IHO. 3 178 25 LSl R 13956
Jrauary [ 1944 o), 105.6 178.8 ML 7 206.5 jLOTONN | 124.5
1844
T Pebruary J..... 109LB 192.9 145.6 200 57 9%as 12 @
HIRGHE . daeie e 129.4 T A8 NEGTT 206.. 1 YOS E- - 3169, 9
LG PR SR S le@ W69 .16 J| 7T 222 5 108.4 18LS7, i
] S L W398 148.5 182.0 2002,..9 114.8 99.5
NEev. ... Jal. », 194.2 160 .7 195.3 206.0 i 10, 7 13115
JRle we .- J8. . 5 Y6 1622 s A7) 21181 s ® 0.3
LTI R A o G 180.1 168.3 191.4 08, 7 94,9 104.3
&2ptember ..... 184 .7 153.95 202.4 224 .4 112.4 2.2/
Ogtober ....... L84L 164 .4 203.6 228.2 1.3 6 97.6
Movember ...... 181.7 181.0 @ 91550 2860.. 2 BEHAE 105,60
Ogcember ...... 192.3 W78 605,9 238.6 Y5528 106.6
1845
ARy .. ligee . . 2R0.5 200, 9 149.4 209.4 96.8 115.8

3

la) Not availahle.
{bi Based on ssles including the Federal tax inmtroduced in June, 1842,
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Unad justed Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces - (Average for 1935 - 1939 = 100)
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision)

=

General Country Depart- Restau-  Fanily

L Index General nent Varies Fa rant Clothing

Maritime Provinccs

January, 1942 ..... 139,56 104.7 Bl A IS0 1858 ) 170.9 15101
January, 1943 ..... 148.1 1ZE%8 116.0 1431 17 LEW. 6 206.4 3165 1L
January, 1944 ..... 161.9 141.3 11 7= 158, 4 1878 B6R'E 133.9
1944
PR &), ... 295,2 217.6 286.7 472.7 232.8 254.3 $76.6
1945

January sei e .. 72 7 151 38 124 .4 176.4 L. . 224.2 149.2
<% Change,

January, 1945 ... i + TiS +14.4 +15,7 + %2 + 3.4 +11.4

January, 15944 ...

Quebec

January, 1942 ..... 124.3 104.1 120.0 139.6 147.1 125.8 100.6
Japtary US43 SE, o 153.4 110.8 115.5 LS5 "6G .1 145.7 113.8
January, 1944 ..... 132.5 1R I 105.56 156.4 160.2 164.0 105.1
1944

Decamnbe fagsi st: = «.sa 28243 193.6 286.1 386.0 204.8 187.5 283.2
1945
[0 L S 14C.8 123.0 119.8 160.4 169.3 7 1% 115.56
% Change,

January, 1945 ... + 693 ALn o) +13.6 2 2.5 4

January, 1944 ...

93]
~3

+ 4,5 +L 2089

Jamtary., 1542 .. &7, HERTEE 106.6 116.4 125.0 157.9 125.8 104.0
January, 1943 ..... L28:0 1S TSISWS 102.9 121.4 168.0 152.0 LASIES!
January, 1944 ..... 129.8 116.4 OUGRF 888 154.5 185.53 108.9
1944

T DEIMIDR w. . enese  2D2.4 L70.0 A58 3 SN, 1 090 161.7 288.0
1945
I EONRERA 4 & o < Pidae 139, L2148 117, 5 1281 168.2 A2.2 115.8
@ Change,

January, 1945 ... %2 + 4.5 RG] 8T o ) - 1.7 + S

January, 1944 ..,
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Unad justed Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces = (Average for 1936 - 1939 = 100)
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision)

L (C) T Y s
Uun'§ nomenrs Shoes Drugs FPurniture Hardware Jewellegﬁ)ﬁadlo énd
Cilotheag | CloBhing ; Electrical
Maritime Ptnvinces
162.0 146.6 112.4 148.5 104.0 1@6" 3 178.4 148.3
1798 163.6 113.8 L7L.9 L09.% 99 2818 .1 13882
180.2 165 .4 e, 2 156.1 137.0 126% 2 28844 110.5
448.5 386.5 3304 1 347.5 231.6 220,3 340.3 EST AL
202.4 185.5 129.1 201.4 130.8 1%56.1 2752 117.4
LA +13.5 =181 ot - 4.5 + 3 Tak + 6.4 TS
Quebec
aEnd (T 85.0 LTTd 0 T7.B 956.5 T INE
ke 0S8 82.3 188.'9 it 85.8 100.3% 114.3
86.9 102.8 71.4 171.6 69.4 98 S 105.56 LOFE8
261.7 255.9 4269 224.1 157.4 161.4 499,8 164.3
96.0 101 .15 784 ute” S TSud 114.6 i 0 () 98.7
+10. 5 - 1.3 + 1.4 ¥ Sl vl L g @2l | O +13.0 =8.5
Ontario
i U L C 5 i3 ©  Ba.T 94.1 115.4 114.0 i ls'd
ptelojPs| 134.2 96 .5 AV (5 ORal 9243 113.4 100.9
4 123.8 AN 1l 5.5 5 B o o s
| i ‘1: t 4 cha i L s 1R3 & i LY X
L15. 6 La7 B JL. 8 - ) L0, 2 13l . ¢ T3 avh
13T +15:8 s R + T i valel + 0.

{(b) Based on sales including the Federal tex introduced in June, 19%42.
(&) Inmcludss ser's Carpishings.
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Unad justed Indexes of Retail Sales bx_Provinces - (Averege for 1935 - 1939 = 100)

(Fifures for the current ycar arc subject to final revision)

Year and Month GenaFal ~Counfiry, Depfki~ Variety Food Restau-  Family
Index  (General ment rant Clothing
Prairie Provinces

January, 1942 ... 113.4 94,2 108.5 124.6 e, 2 20T G250
Janmargh 1948 L o 1162 103.2 LGEL.L 1328 . 28e. T 145.6 V7SS
Januery, 1644 ..... 135C.6 i 1g 8 7 114.3 180.9 142.2 L T 13l 2
1544
CUDERGRBRT . . .ol 229.6 20743 244.2 382.7 189.8 200.0 315.4
1945

JeRaRyY- . .. L 13068 W24 3 .27 BB . 7 JsH 02 il TBalf 5T 7%
% Change,

Jadnubny; 1945w =  + 68 + G +11.9 + 6.0 + 5.6 =501 + 5.0

January, 1544 ...

British Columbia

Janugry, BE4e .ood. 12452 102.6 [P 5 DML 142.4 115.4 UG
panmaret (104d o uow ey  129.8 106.6 TSR 103.0 L37.3 L62 gl LAl
January, 1544 ....J 137.4 114.4 L2an B (0 1/ 2O 142.4 186.3 1235
1544

HBcepber -, ¢coae .  240.9 188.7 2T 8Q SHi7e: 5 184.5 197.6 341.2
1945
C BRIV bo s s e 146.5 125.5 127.9 1D 7 157.2 181.5 128.0
% Change,

January, 1945 ... + 6.6 ERLUNT (05 + 3.5 +10.4 - 2,6 + 5,3

January, 1944 ..

°
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Unad justed Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces - (Average for 1635 - 1938 = 100)

(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision)
fen's(®)  Women's - (b) Radio and
Clothing Clothing Shoes Drugs Furniture Hardware Jewellery Electrical

Prairie Provinces

10,5 108..8 16 154.3 94,1 108.0 12578 182.6
NS 1097 105.9 144 .7 1021 110 ] 1275 120.9
124.6 124 .4 124.8 170.3 il e 129 -2 168.5 5.5
25555 28 .4 S i 281 o8 15052 201 P 648.8 i (il
V&S, % 1845 B 179.8 138.4 159l 17603 K58 .49
%7 Iy | =%, & + &8 Ellay g @ 4 il M8 F AR
|
British Colunbia
Lo 123.6 133 .9 Pl o ) ) 7y 108.4 (Gl 124 .4
118.8 138.6 116.8 b AL 26,8 108.8 W208.6 136.0
120.6 186 O 148.8 189.4 120.2 o U 145.4 96.5
288.8 282.4 292.5 528585 16813 261.6 607.'% 159..9
120.7 ER.E L35 205.6 144 .4 151. 8 149.6 LO8LC
- .2 = i Lo | +1C.4 e ) +22 .3 + R R

{b) Based on sules including the Federal tax introduced in June, 1942.

V&) Tardpdes wan'es furai ghines,
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS

January, 1944 and January, 1945

(Based on dollar sales of 17 firms including mail order houses)

—

January, January, % Change,
1944 1645 1545/1544
¢ $

TOTAL SAIES, ALL DEPARTMENTS .....cc0ceevees 18,953,214 20,949,802 +1C.5
A YomentENdresses , coats and suitshce s ves oo 1,998,161 2,254,364 +12.8
NG Als EA Tl SEBAN TS, sWGBT v iois o5 s o s v s sre s isisls s o o 635,371 684,555 il T
ELT SN ANENOVE S, o o oo 5 e o oe dhols o8 0 50 o mndls 788,093 BE 96 + 4.0
DRI L BTG AT U S GENSSICATEIN 51 & » =0 » 5.5 = oiolsless o ¢ oo ¢ s 0.6 948,575 344,253 - 0.5
SEMMNEN ReRy & . %0 bagee S LI PR TRIERRY S T T PR L& TS 7/ 179,874 +11,.6
6. Women's and children's apparel-(Total, 1-5). 4,531,387 4,882,442 + 7.7
7. Men's®and boys' clothing end furnishings ... 1,825,210 2,089,911 +14.5
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparutions . 704,872 761,323 + 8.0
B R W IR GIIE ) ) SRoRe s [Bhasaslero o 5, sfone]s (s ofbate o' s.e o 5700 whe 5. ' Ly 799, 7CH 2,115,306 7. &
LGS e e S T N R P R TSTRPA, AR e 788,959 868,765 @
R S ARSI T PG IPROUGEE " e s 7 e oo s s s o oo i ih — 2,0895708 2,331,964 +12.0
12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) 1,172,438 1,274,348 +
L TR RS R ST s e & & 2 o Taiel o s oe v s o s speeres 1 51,1252, 387 1,308,054 + 4.4
14. Household appliances and electrical supplies 337,773 368,490 o3 Sl
15. Hardware and kitchen utensils ....s0s0000000 612,13¢ 681,425 + 1k
16, Radios, musical instruments and supplies ... 197,920 195,742 - 1.1
N PSSR ENNEITIcs o T er. fO0tWeAT . 4 wises. . il ikt B0 41,1041, 993 1,283,948 +1 &, 5
18. | Steftionery, |books “and maprazines’ AL o B ool 390,746 429,842 +10C.

JoGn -« L Rblge depRrtneRte , TEalial a5t b . q .l 2,152, 9% ) 5 G R =8




