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Monthly Indexes of Retail Sales in Canada, May, 1945 
(l935I939- 100) 

May sales of retail stores deviated but slightly from the 'volume of business 
transacted in April and also from the level of trading in May a year ago, according to 
monthly statements secured from a sample number of firms representidg 14 trs4es. Doller 
sales in May averaged 4 per cent higher than in April and were up by 2 per oent over 
May, 1944, the general index unadjusted for number of business days or seasonal vari-
ations standing at 182.1 for May, at 174.6 for April and at 177.9 for May, 1944. On 
adjusting for number of business days and for normal seasonal movements, the seasonally 
adjusted index for May this year stands at 176.0 compared with 179.7 for April and 
201.8 for March. The exceptionally high Index for the latter month reflects the 
stimulus to retail business, and especially the clothing trades, due to the unseason-
ably warm weather which prevailed at that period. 

May figures for individual trades reveal but minor movements whether the 
comparison be made with April or with May last year. Food store sales averaged 8 per 
cent higher in May of this year than last while restaurants reported a 2 per cent in-
crease. On the other hand sales for stores specializing in clothing or shoes were 
lower, declines ranging from 2 per cent for women's specialty shops to 8 per cent for 
men's clothing stores being reported. 

Sales for stores in the general merchandise group including department 
stores 1  country general stores and variety stores were practically unchanged from May 
a year ago. The same applies to furniture stores, hardware stores and radio and 
electrical stores. Drug store sales gained 6 per cent and jewellery stn roe registered 
an increase of 9 per cent. 

Indexes of sales are not computed for candy shops or for retail furriers but 
retirns from a sample number of stores in these trades reveal May sales 3 per cent and 
19 per cent respectively higher than in May, 1944. 

Retail sales in British Columbia averaged 7 per cent higher in May of this 
year than last with sales for the year-to-date standing 8 per cent above the corres-
ponding five-month period of 1944. With the exception of radio and electrical shops 
which registered a 9 per cent decrease all trades in this provirice,for which separate 
figures are available, registered moderate increases. 

Retail sales in other regions were within narrow limits of the volume of 
kisiness reported in May last year. The Prairie Provinces reported an average increase 
of 3 per cent, Ontario and Quebec reported increases of 2 per cent, while sales in the 
Maritime Provinces were off slightly by 1 per cent compared with May, 1944. 
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Departmental Analysis of Department Store Sales 

Reports on a departmental basis revealed declines predominating among re-
suits for the various departments. An increase of 17 per cent in stationery and boolç 
departments was outstanding. Minor gains occurred in sales of drug, piece goods, 
smaliwares, food and furniture. Hardware sales in department stores were on a par 
with those reported for May last year, while declines ranging from 1 to 8 per cent 
were reported for other departments. 

Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1944 and 1945, by Kinda of Business 
- 	(Comparisons are based on Dollar value.. No 

corrections have been made for higher prices..) 

-. Sales in May, 1945 	 es in Jan -May, 1945 

Kind of Business 	
Compared With Sales in Compared With Sales in 
May. 	May, 	Apr., Jan -May, Jan -May, 
1941 	1944 	1945 	1941 	1944 

GENERAL INDEX 	,,.. +291 	' 2.4 	+ 43 	+42.3 	+ 6.6 

General Metchandise Group: 
Country General Stores ....,..... +43.4 	+ 10 	+13,7 	+52.1 	+ 4,9 
Department Stores ..... 	.. 	. 	+21.3 	- 2,0 	- L2 	+39.0 	+ 8.4 
Variety Stores 	.. 	 .. 	 +20.3 	+ 0,6 	+ 7,1 	+39,4 	+ 8.1 

Food Group: 
• 	Food 	Stores 	• 	.............. 	.. +30.9 + 7.7 + 58 +40.1 + 5,,7 

Restaurants 	0' .'' 	 . 	..... 	..... ... +58.9 + 	1.9 - 011 +68.2 + 1.6 

Clothing Group) 
Family Clothing Stores 	.,. 	. 	. +31,1 - 1.9 .'. 	3,0 +50..3 + 9,4 
Men's Clothing Stores 	..,.... +23.9 - 727 + 	1.1 +38.6 + 4.3 
Women's Clothing Stores 	...... +41.1 - 1.7 - 0.2 +56.5 + 8.8 
Shoe 	Stores 	... 	. 	..............,.. +31.2 - 4,5 + 5.0 +52.2 + 8,4 

Household and Personal Effects Group: 
Drug 	Stores 	,. .. 	..... +41.1 + 5 9 + 1.9 447.2 • 5.6 
Furniture 	Stores 	...,.,.,,........* - 5.0 + 0,7 + 4.8 + 8.3 +11.4 
Hardware 	stores 	,,........,,,. +18.4 + 	1.8 + 213 +42.5 +13,5 
Jewellery Stores 	(b) 	........... . +56.1 + 9.2 + 5,9 +70.2 +12,0 
Radio and Electrical Stores 	.... -30.4 + 0 5 + 5.2 -187 + 1.3 

(b)Based on sues including the F'ederal tax introduced in June, 1942 

Note: Re Revisions to 1944 Indexes 

It is customary to revise these monthly indexes as soon as possible after 
the close of each year to make allowance for returns received too late for in- 
clusion in the original index numbers. These revisions have recently been 
completed for 1944 and are incorporated in this issue of the monthly bulletin. 
The complete series of 1944 revised indexes will appear in a supplementary 
bulletin to be issued in the near future: 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA , BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 

May, 1944 and May, 1945 
(Based on dollar sales of 18 firms incTing mail order houses) 

May, May, % Change, 
1944 1945 1945/1944 

TYAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS 30,187,650 29,638,950 1.8 

1.  Women's dresses, coats and suits 	. 3,771,581 3,510,060 - 6.9 

2.  Girls' 	and 	infants' 	wear 	.,. ........ ......... .,...... 1,209,103 1,153,406 - 4.6 

3.  Hosiery and 	gloves 	............................ 1,200,666 1,132,168 - 57 

4.  Lingerie 	and 	corsets 	..................... 1,364,174 1,268,988 - 70 

5.  Millinery 	.................................. 376,827 385,584 + 2.3 

6.  Women's and children's apparel - (Total, 1-5) 7,922,351 7,450,206 - 6.0 

7.  Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings ....... 3,247,461 2,989,776 - 79 

8.  Drugs and toilet articles and preparations 820,343 881,949 + 7.5 

9.  Piece 	goods 	. ......................... 	 .......... 2,246,953 2,385,740 + 6.2 

10.  Smaliwares 	........................... 	. . 960,809 1,001,242 + 4 2 

11.  Food and kindred products 	.................... 2,496,941 2,671,553 + 	7.0 

12.  Furniture (including mattresses and springs) 	. 1,997,589 2,064,979 + 3.4 

13.  Home 	furnishings 	....... . P..,.. 2,465,737 2,268,542 8.0 

14.  Household appliances and electrical supplies 546,966 535,929 - 2.0 

15 Hardware and kitchen utensils 	............ . 1,392,099 1,388,058 - 0.3 

16.  Radios, musical instruments and supplies 	........ 172,982 165,605 - 4.3 

17.  Shoes 	and other 	footwear 	......, ............ 2,397,263 2,281,956 - 4.8 

18.  Stationery, books and magazines 	........... 355,888 415,387 +16..7 

19.  All other departments, 	total 	................... 3,164,268 3,138,028 -0.8 
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Index Numbers of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935-1939 - 100) 

A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision.) 

General Country Department Variety 
Year and Month Index General 

A B A B A B A B 
May, 	1939 	.., 107.7 10310 108.0 99.6 101.4 98.4 106.9 107.7 
May, 1941 141.1 133.2 126.9 112.7 134.3 129.2 159.8 159.7 
May, 1942 158.4 148.9 143.5 131.8 142.2 140.1 186.4 180.6 
May, 1943 165.3 157,3 162.8 150,4 1391 138.7 190.0 184.8 
May, 1944 177.9 171.0 180.2 166.5 166.2 160.0 191.1 191.8 
1944 

june 178.1 173.0 170.0 164.4 150.5 143.4 196.1 18915 
July 15501 170.9 170.6 160.1 116.8 157.0 181.1 186.8 
August 160.9 172.7 174.6 161.1 139.4 165.3 172.4 184.4 
September 178.1 170.5 170.4 152.9 183.8 179.7 191.4 191.2 
October 182,3 174.4 173.2 159.9 193.0 171.3 199.9 199.1 
November 190.4 181.8 165.9 160.3 225.3 194.7 217.0 217.2 
December 0.0 237.1 172.7 196.5 163.3 253.9 158,4 372.3 184.1 

1945 
January 143.0 174.9 127.0 166.0 122.5 163.1 139.6 221.5 
February 146.7 185.6 127.3 172.0 136.2 181.0 151.0 223.6 
March 	...... 194.3 201.8 158.2 179.7 200.5 215.5 208.6 234.4 
April 	...... 174.6 179.7 160.1 178.2 164.8 171.7 179.5 212.9 
May 182.1 176,0 182.0 168.6 162.9 157.3 192.3 195.2 

Family Men's (c) 
Year and Month Food Restaurants Clothing Clothing 

A B A B A B A B 
May, 1939 109.7 108.7 1005 98.7 (a) (a) 95.0 98.0 
May, 1941 146.8 141.4 121.0 117.3 1453 138.5 135.4 137.0 
May, 1942 169.8 1570 147.3 144.6 166.5 154.5 158.9 156.6 
May, 1943 176.7 167.1 178.8 177.3 182.1 171.0 162.9 160.5 
May, 1944 178.5 175..4 188.8 184.7 194.2 186.6 181.6 185.9 
1944 

June 	......, 194.0 191.8 187.9 187.4 188.4 182.4 188.3 179.9 
July 164.6 174.9 195.7 188.3 157.6 188.7 142.3 179.0 
August 170,5 182,6 198.6 182,7 147.8 181.2 125.5 169,9 
September 175.8 168.0 192.4 184.7 184.0 189.1 175.2 172.6 
October 168.6 174.8 197.1 196.0 227.4 195.9 207.8 180.9 
November ., 168,5 172.3 193.8 203.4 233.1 197.7 228,8 187,3 
December 204,6 176.2 196.7 190.5 290.5 181,8 297.3 172.9 

1945 
January 166.5 176.3 179.1 188.4 125.3 186.3 117.5 165.7 
February 167.5 182.3 171.3 193.9 127.5 197.0 120.8 192.3 
March •., 201.1 188.1 195,9 196.4 218.8 230.4 206.0 217..7 
April 181,7 185.4 192.4 195.8 184.9 173.1 165.8 159.9 
May 192.2 189.6 192.3 187.6 190.5 185.2 167.7 173.7 

(&) Not available. 
(o) Includes men's furnishings. 
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index Uumbers of Retail Saleo 	(Average for 1935-1939 - 100) 

A. 'Jnodjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Season1 Variations, 
(Figures for the current year are subject to fin1 revision.) 

Women' s 
Yoar and Month Clothing Shoes Drugs Furniture - 

A B A B A B A B 
May, 1939 ,..T 104.2 100.4 11.4 100.1 102.7 105.7 	12.T9.9 
May, 1941 	..... 141.1 133.3 143.7 127.0 126.5 126.1 175.7 140.2 
May, 1942 	..... 167.3 153,8 168.7 145.1 144.3 146.6 162.8 131.5 
May, 1943 	..... 181.1 170.4 176.8 150.9 159.3 162,4 149.2 119.1 
May. 1944 	..... 202.5 192.0 197.4 177,2 168.6 173.6 165.5 132.3 
1 k 

June 191.8 179.4 
July 	....... 154.6 189.1 
AUgu8t 153.6 196.6 
3eptember 201.2 204.9 
October 218.9 191.4 
ovember 227.1 205.3 

December 292.2 189.9 

TJanuary .... 135.8 190,0 
February ... 139.0 221.1 
March 	...... 258.2 259,5 
April 	...... 199.5 175.2 
May 	.. 199.1 191.0 

212.7 165.3 168.1 177,1 139.6 141.0 
164.0 184.5 168.1 171.4 116.5 155.1 
154.9 181.2 170.2 171.6 122.0 119,6 
196.2 169.4 177.0 172.0 135.1 112.8 
173.7 175,9 185.9 182.5 141.9 123.3 
180.7 190.9 181.4 184.7 145.3 137.8 
246.0 169.4 261.3 205.6 147.9 124.6 

99.0 143.1 176.2 187.2 99.7 151.3 
108.3 183.1 167.6 185.9 112,4 144,0 
226,0 243.2 188.5 186.6 143.1 165.4 
179.6 161.6 175.2 184.4 159.3 147.1 
188.5 171.3 178.5 183.8 167.0 134.8 

Radio and 
year and Month 	Hardware 	Jewellery' / 	Electrical 

A 	-- B A B A B 
May, 1939 	..... 136.9 101.7 82.1 (a) 122.4 1051.3 
May, 1941 	..... 172,7 128.3 127.2 141.8 167.0 143.7 
May, 1942 	..... 179.5 138..7 149.2 172.9 153,7 137.5 
May, 1943 	..... 175.6 133.0 161.2 186.8 117.0 104.7 
May, 1944 	..... 200.9 149.3 181.9 202.7 115.6 99.4 
1944 

June . . . . . . 
July 
August 
September 
October 
iovember 
December 

1 94 5 
January 
February 
March . . . . . 
April 

avai la 

194.5 160,9 195,1 205.8 110.4 115.1 
176,3 162.8 176.2 216.5 91.9 110.2 
178.7 166.9 190.8 198.0 94.8 104,1 
182.3 153.1 201.2 223.1 112.2 100.4 
184.4 164.2 200,2 224.4 113,9 99.3 
181.1 180.4 249.3 244.5 119,0 104.2 
191,5 177.1 592,6 233.4 137.7 108.0 

120.2 200.4 149.7 209.8 99.0 118.4 
119.2 218.4 169.6 243,4 93.8 121.5 
168.4 231,5 204.9 268,0 110,5 129.0 
190.6 186.2 187.6 227.8 110.5 112.7 
204.5 154.9 198,6 221.3 116.2 100.0 

.0. 

(b Based on sales including tho Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942, 



sted Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces - (Average for 1935 - 1939 100) 
(F[gures Torhe current year are suject to final revision) 

-- 	General Country Depart- Restau- Family 
Year arid Month 	Index General ariet merit 	Vy 	Food rant Clothing 

Maritime Provinces 
May, 1942 	.. 18176152.7 173 7 236.3 173.8 213.2 176.9 
May. 	1943 	...., . .. 199.8 180 6 169.9 251.3 190.7 244.6 218.1 
May, 	1944 	...... . 220.3 206.8 211.5 252.5 202.8 258.0 247.9 
1945 

April 	. 	.... 	 . 210 9 176.4 2108 2315 199.8 249.8 233,3 

May 	..... 218.0 209.7 202.7 237.6 209.6 247.1 226.4 
% Change, 

May, 	1945 	.. . - 1 0 4 1.4 412 - 	5.9 4 3.4 - 4.2 - 8.7 
May, 1944 

% Change, 
Jan..-May, 1945 + 6.0 + 6 7 + 6 7 + 6.4 + 5,6 + 1.5 + 7.1 
Jan. -May. l4 

uebe c 
May, 	1942 	.... 173.6 172.9 156.1 218.8 172.3 145.6 198.5 
May, 	1943 	........ 180.5 l7.,7 161.3 223.6 182.9 167.9 210.7 
May, 1944 190.7 211.5 189.3 228.4 180.6 177.3 218.7 
1945 

April 	... . . 	. . 186.1 181 0 	182.2 202.8 192.1 190.9 197,6 
May 	. 	. 	.., 	 . 	. 	. 194 2 	205 4 	183.2 229.1 193.9 194.3 213.8 

% Change, 
May, 1945 	. 	. + 1 8 	2 9 	Z.2 + 0.3 + 7.4 + 9.6 - 22 
May, I- 

% Change, 
Jan'May, 1945 + 6.4 + 3 3 	+ 9.4 + 8.5 + 4.9 + 7.8 + 8.3 
Jan. May, 1944 

Ontari. 0 

May, 1942 155 7 1455 142.317i7T7O.5 T4Th1 l41.7 
May, 1943 155.5 158.4 129 9 1714 170.9 177.7 147.7 
May, 1944 166 7 1677 157.4 170.9 172,3 192.7 156.1 
1945 

April 164 3 146 9 	151 7 165 2 176 4 192,9 154 0 
May 	. 170.6 163 5 	153 0 175 3 186.7 191.9 153.9 

% Change, 
May,l945 + 2 3 - 2 5 	-2.8 +2.6 +8.4 -0.4 -1.4 
May, 144 

% Change, 
Jan.'-May, 1945 + 7 ]. + 5.0 + 	9.7 + 96 + 6.2 - 0,6 +12,4 
Jan -May a  1944 - 



-7.. 

Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces - (Average for 1935 - 1939 • 100) 
(Fig.ares for the current year are su'bjet to final revision) 

Men's Women's (b) Radio and 
Clothing Clothing Shoes Drugs Furniture Hardware Jewellery Electrical 

Maritime Provinces 
220.5 229.2 19216 170..8 213.3 177.5 220.2 1657 
242.0 266.6 225.5 192.8 223 7 192.7 282.0 145,1 
260.7 305.2 240.3 203,3 254.3 225.6 284.2 157,5 

237.9 305.0 234.6 213 3 2266 205 6 299.,8 160,8 
233.0 299.6 221.8 2096 246.9 219.8 312.7 138.2 

-10.6 - 1.8 - 7.7 + 31 - 2.9 - 2.6 +10.0 -123 

+3,6 +112 +86 +45 +58 +5.5 +9.3 +4.8 

Quebec 
- 176.1 180,0 166 6 141 4 208 2 133.7 197.8 

175.0 191,0 175.8 155.5 163 6 197.3 134.0 1505 
193.9 203.1 192.9 164.1 188.7 232.6 160.0 146,2 

161.8 186.3 169.0 179.0 1629 213.8 172..5 1352 
175.2 192.0 174.3 175,4 183,1 2356 171.1 1581.1 

-9,6 -5.6 96 + 6 9 -330 + 1 3 +6.9 + 8 1 

-0.2 + 4.7 + 9,1 * 6,3 +11..5 +18 1 +16.8 + 3 1 

OntariO 
146.6 157.9 164 4 140 8 143 8 -- 170.1 148.3 137 2 
146.5 170,7 1668 152 0 132 8 158.7 149.6 93 6 
165.2 192.5 188.0 158.4 142 1 177 5 169.3 89 S 

156.1 193.3 166.4 161 7 144 2 163 9 174 2 84.3 
[54.2 18919 176.5 168 1 146.3 174,6 196 1 86.6 

- 	6.7 - 	1.4 6 	1 + 6 	1 + 3 0 1 	6 +15 8 - 3 7 

+ 7.5 	+11.5 	• 6 9 	+ 5 0 	+11 4 	+13 5 	+15.3 	- 2 3 

aJ Includes men's furnishings. 
b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942,. 
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Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales 
	Provinces - (Ave rate for 1935 - 1939 100 

	

(Figures for the curren year are 	o rjfli revi8ions) 

year and Month 	General Country Depart- 	Restau- Family 
Index General ment 	Variety 	Food 	rant 	Clothing 

Prairie Pkovinces 
May, 194 14tf.8 123 126.2 170.0 164.1 141.7 145.8 
May, 	1943 	....... 154.4 145.1 129.6 180.1 173.9 174.8 178.8 
May, 1944 170.2 161.0 155.5 162.3 179.3 181.9 194.9 
1945 

April 	....... 166.7 150.8 159.2 175.0 167.5 185.2 199.6 
May 	..... 174.8 167.6 151.3 178.4 196.5 184.5 195.6 

% Change, 
May, 1945 + 2.7 + 4.1 - 2.7 - 2.1 • 9.6 + 1.4 + 0.4 
May, 1944 

% Change, 
Jan.-May, 1945 + 5.3 + 4.1 + 6.7 + 3.3 + 5.5 + 1.3 + 8.0 
Jan.-May, 1944 

British Columbia 
May, 	1942 	........ 149.8 124,6 144.7 140.3 161.3 130.0 160.5 
May, 	1943 	........ 161.3 141.4 147.3 137.6 173.5 176.1 166.5 
May, 	1944 	........ 171.9 157.5 166.2 135.2 174.4 171.6 181.6 
1945 

April 	......... 173.3 145.3 173.1 137.5 173.7 175.3 172.6 
May 	.... ....... 183.3 175.9 174.9 145.2 187.4 174.5 192.5 

% Change, 
May, 1945 	•s..e + 6.6 +11.7 4 5.2 4 7•4 7•5 + 16 + 6.0 
May 	1944 

Change, 
Jan.-May, 1945 + 7.9 + 9.3 + 8.6 + 8,3 + 7.1 - 0.8 + 9.6 
Jan.-IAay,_1944  
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Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces - (Average for 1935 - 1939 - 100) 
(Figures for the current year are subject to Fna1 revision) 

Men's (a) Women's (b) 
Radio and 

Clothing Clothing Shoes Drugs Furniture Hardware Jewellery 
Electrical 

Prairie Provinces 

142.1 148.6 166.7 145.6 115.5 165.6 145.0 145.1 
164.9 163,2 175.0 163.7 116,2 174.2 176.9 138.5 
159.6 194.5 199.1 173.7 129.7 195.7 206.2 143.9 

171.6 201.0 194.2 178.3 161.1 198.0 198.4 141.6 
162.0 193.5 203.5 161.7 141.2 208.8 200.5 153.9 

-14.6 - 0.5 + 2.2 + 4.6 + 8.9 + 6.7 - 2.8 + 6.9 

- 0.7 + 6.9 + 7.8 + 4.8 +13.0 .10.8 + 1.0 + 4.2 

British Columbia 
146.4 181.0 179,0 145 127.4 181.8 146,5 141.1 
143.7 196.8 191.1 173.4 141.5 181.5 171.9 109.9 
151.7 219.2 222.1 199.1 149.7 213,9 185.3 109.4 

157.3 220.5 219.4 206.8 157.9 218.3 190.3 111.9 
169.6 232.0 254.1 214,2 159.4 232.6 193.2 99,9 

.11.8 + 5.8 •144 • 7.6 + 6.. 5 + 8.7 • 4.3 - 8.7 

.11.0 	+ 8..1 	+13.6 	• 9.8 	.14.2 	+15,7 	+10.4 	+ 2.1 

(a" Includes men's furnishings 
(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 
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