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Monthly Indexes of Retail Sales in Canada, May, 1945
(1935-13935 = 100)

May sales of retail stores deviamted but slightly from the volume of business
transacted in April end also from the level of trading in May a year ago, according to
monthly statements secured from a sample number of firms representing 14 trades. Dollar
sales in May averaged 4 per cent higher than in April and were up by 2 per cent over
May, 1944, the general index unadjusted for number of business days or seasonal vari-
ations standing at 182.1 for May, at 174.6 for April end at 177.9 for May, 1944, On
ad justing for number of business days and for normal seasonal movements, the seasonally
adjusted index for May this year stands at 176.0 compared with 179.7 for April and
201.8 for March. The exceptionally high index for the latter month reflects the
stimulus to retail business, and especially the clothing trades, due to the unseason-
ably warm weather which prevailed at that period.

May figures for individual trades reveal but minor movements whether the
comparison be made with April or with May last year. Food store sales averaged 8 per
cent higher in May of this year than last while restaurants reported a 2 per cent in-
crease. On the other hand sales for stores specimliting in clothing or shoes were
lower, declines ranging from 2 per cent for women's specialty shops to 8 per cent for
men's clothing stores being reported.

Sales for stores in the general merchandise group including department
stores, country general stores and variety stores were practically unchanged from May
a year ago, The same applies to furniture stores, hardware stores and radio and
electrical stores. Drug store sales gained 6 per cent and jewellery stores registered
an increase of 9 per cent.

Indexes of sales are not computed for candy shops or for retail furriers but
returns from a sample number of stores in these trades reveal May sales 3 per cent and
19 per cent respectively higher than in May, 1944.

Retail sales in British Columbia averaged 7 per cent higher in May of this
year then last with sales for the year-to-date standing 8 per cent above the corres-
ponding five-month period of 1944. With the exception of radio and electrical shops
which registered a 9 per cent decrease all trades in this province,for which separate
figures are available, registered moderate increases.

Retail sales in other regions were within narrow limits of the volume of
business reported in May last year. The Prairie Provinces reported an average increase
of 3 per cent, Ontario and Quebec reported increases of 2 per cent, while sales in the
Maritime Provinces were off slightly by 1 per cent compared with May, 19544.
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Departmental Analysis of Department Store Sales

Reports on a departmental basis revealed declines predominating among re-
sults for the various departments. An increase of 17 per cent in stationery and book
departments was outstanding. Minor gains occurred in sales of drug, piece goods,
smallwares, food and furniture. Hardware sales in department stores were on a par
with those reported for May last year, while declines ranging from 1 to 8 per cent
were reported for other departments.

Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1944 and 1945, by Kinds of Business
(Comparisons are based on Dollar value. - No
corrections have been made for higher prices.)

- oales in May, 1545 Sales in Jan,-uay,lgzg’
Compared With Sales in Compared With Sales in
May , May, Apr., Jan.-May, Jan.-May,

‘Kind of Business

1941 1944 1945 1941 1944
i % ) % % *

GENERRY SRDEXS: = WalL 55, S50 e, M290 e 0 #1254 e N3 +42.3 + 6.6
General Merchandise Group;

Coulifyrigerieral 'Stores .uuwc-.ovs 34+ 1.0 -1+15.7 +62.1 + 4.9

Depmttménih Stares ', Jye o fh . varvdd #2143 O e +39.0 + 8.4

VER i Y SUOTIEE ivs cawsies e | FROLBN N FNOHE Y20 T80 +39.4 + 8.1
Food Groups;

ojo: U Tro) ofo - i SRS CAER S ¥ ol SO0 T AT 5.8 +40.1 + 5.7

RESHAINSAINGE] o efhoa o4 A5 o b omd bl piimd +58.9 + 1N =00k +68.2 + 1,6
Clothing Group:

Family Clothing Stores ..... v B M TLA0 L+ 3O +50.3 + 9.4

Men's Clothing Stores ........ P23LO B LT e 1 +38.6 + 4.3

Wonent sl Clothing 'Stores w:c.x...s +4l.1 = 1.7 = 0.2 +56.5 + 8.8

RMEERSERE S - SN T T R o ke 3L A2 246 50 +52.2 + 8.4
Household and Personal Effects Groupz

DrughSteres ‘.ol ¢v Mgt Eoduimeny Shdlls ) +ud5 9117 4129 +47.2 + 5.6

Bt SGURreNSEOres 1My oo Rl Jupsen’ 1= 7640 T #1047 + 4.8 + 8.3 +11.4

HERUWAREr MCOREs| La)ld " S S il S e U RTI8 A NR 108 1T #1123 +42.5 +13.5

Jewellery “Stores (b) s .dv....usse #5601 #9522 +6,9 +70.2 +12.0

Radio and Electrical Stores ...-. =30.4 + 0.5 +.5.2 -18.7 + 1.3

(b)Based on sales including the Federal tax introduced in June, 1942.

Note; Re Revisions to 1344 Indexes

It is customary to revise these monthly indexes as soon as possible after
the close of each year to make allowance for returns received too late for in-
clusion in the original index numbers. These revisions have recently been
completed for 1944 and are incorporated in this issue of the monthly bulletin.
The complete series of 1944 revised indexes will appear in & supplementary
bulletin to be issued in the near future.



gl =

DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS

May, 1944 and May, 1945

(Based on dollar sales of 18 firms including mail order houses)
May, Mey, % Change,
1944 1945 1945/1944
$ ¢

TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS “...w:..s.s = .» 30,187,650 29,638,950 - 1.8

1. Women's dresses, coats and-suits ........... 3,771,531 3,510,060 =16849

exvGirhst andrinfants ' wearss isy. o 1. T 152097108 ~ =1 1, 1153, 406 - 4.6

S [ Doedery and fgloves s..d.8.59¢0 . Hoiife..orenk 1,200,666 1,132,168 Oy T

SEREerlS and Corsets K. %l b ailcih e n slamen o — 15,364 Ug4 ) 2685988 - 7.0

EUMNMBLIE NOTY: fae s o Zhie oiasooo b Xun. & N B, b IS 376,827 385,584 +4243

6. Women's and children's apparel - (Total, 1-5) w922 , 361 E7;450,2086 - 6.0

7. Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings ....... 3,247,461 2,989,776 - 7.9

8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ... 820,343 881,949 + 7.5

SAORIRSe®raodls 40, e gl b L s s 2,246,953 2,385,740 + 6,2

B~ SHallwares— 3. e ovves 50, ., e 960,809-1,001, 242 + 4.2
RS haad and 'Kindred products X%, .0 il saenaann. 2,496,941 2,671,553 £17s0
12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) 1,997,589 2,064,979 + 3.4
6= HomeafurniBhdings! faa v . o ow b g, 2,465,737 2,268,542 - 8,0
14. Household appliances and electrical supplies ... 546,966 535,929 =200
15. Hardware and kitchen utensils .. 15,392,099~ 1,388,058 - 0.3
16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies ... .. 172,982 165,606 - 4.3
1o iShaes rand fetiher HOOMWEAT =\ o+ 5.5 -5 6. » o o 4 u 450 29397 ;268 2281956 - 4,8
18. Stationery, books and magazines ............ca. 365,888 415,387 +16.7
19. .All, other departments, total ......ececeeuvae 3,164,268 3,138,028 - 0.8
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Index Numbers of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100)

A. Unadjusted.

B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations,

(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision.)

General Country —
-]
Year and Month Index General Deportaont vareLy
é:.__..._T_IL A aB-a
TR VO . coi 1077 03.0  108.0  99. 01.4 8.4  106. 107.7
May, 1941 ..... 141.1 133.2 126.9 112.7 134.3 12902 159.8 159.7
May, 1942 ..... 168.4 148.9 143.5 131.8 142.2 140.1 186.4 180.6
May, 1943 ..... 166.3 167.3 162.8 150.4 139.1 138.7 190.0 184.8
May, 1944 ..... W27 9 1710 180,2 166.5 166.2 160.0 191.1 191.8
1544
June ..ee0.. 178.1 173.0 170.0 164.4 150.5 143.4 196.1 189.5
July ¢veeeee 155.1 170.9 170.6 -160,1 1d6e8 ~16Tu0Gs [1BAIL 186.8
August ..... 160.9 L7247 174,.6 160w - ~18954+ 1663  .172.4 184.4
September .. 157183 170.5 170.4 629 183.8 157 92T 191.4 190832
October .... 182.3 174.4 173.2 LGS 183.0 171.3 199.9 199.1
November ... 180.4 18l .8 165.9 160.3 225.3 194.7 217.0 217.2
December ... 237.1 T72:7 196.5 163.3 2563.9 168.4 372.3 184.1
1945
January .... 143.0 174.9 127.0 166.0 122.95 163.1 139.6 221.5
February ... 146.7 186.6 127.3 17220, ~"A86L2 ' 1 L8EAL I 5 E 223.6
March .. ... 194.3 201.8 158.2 W79\ 200.5 215.5 208.6 234 .4
April .. .Jv. 174.6 179.7 160.1 178,2 164.8 dly@ls g 179.5 212.9
MBY oesvseves 182,1 176.0 182.0 _ 16846 N62.. 9 ' ST 3 182.3 195.2

amlily Men's
Year and Month Food Restaurants Clothing Clothing
A B Y 3 a A B

May, 1939 ..... 109.7  108.7  100.5 98.7 (a) (a) 95.0 98.0
May, 1941 ..... 146.8 141.4 121.0 117.3 145.3 138.5 135.4 137.0
May, 1942 ..... 169.8 157.0 147.3 144 .6 166 .5 154.5 158.9 156.6
May, 1943 ..... 176.7 METS] 178,81 0 LT3 Ta2aiis S NTAGE G219 160,5
May, 1944 ..... 178.5 175.4 188.8 184.7 194.2 186.6 181.6 185.9
1944

June ......, 19%4.0 19%.8 187.9 187.4 188.4 182.4 188.3 179.9

U 2 e 164.6 174.9 195.7 ., 188.3 157.6 188.7% , 142.3 17940

August ...., 170.56 182.6 198.6 188.7 - 147.8 . TANE 1255 161953

September .. 175.8 168.0 182:45 » 4847 < ABAL0 1L N8O 175.2 172.6

October ..., 168.6 174.8 197ely 19640 22f4 — MBSN92 -7 12008 180.9

November ... 168.6 1723 193.8 203.4 233.1 B Tr 228.8 187.3

December ... 204.6 273}y 196.7 190.5 290.5 181.,8 297.3 172.9
1945

January .... 166.5 176.3 179.1 188.4 125.3 186.3 117.5 165.7

February ... 167.5 182.3 171.3 193.9 127.5 197.0  120.8 192.3

March .cecse 201.1 188.1 195.9 196.4 218.8 230.4 206.0 BT, T

APl g .5 . 181.7 185.4 192.4 1968 184.9 . 173.%. ..16K.6 159.9

MBY covecess L1922 189.6 192.3 187.6 196,5 18520 6T.7 173.7

(a) Not available.

(¢) Includes men's furnishings.
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Index Humbers of Retuil Snles - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100)

A. Tmedijusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations,
(Figures for the current yesr are subject to final revision.)

Women's :
ysar and Month Clothing Shoes Drugs Furniture
A B ar Lo A B A B
B IR0 otere DOBN 100.4 112,42 N.1 - 188,77 R . IoW.2> = 58,9 =~
May, 2941 ..... 141.1 133.8 1437~ W78 126,06 6.2 - LS. 7 140.2
May, 1942 ..... 167.3 153.8 168.7 145.1 144.3 M6,6 162.8 W15
. A8 ..... 181.1 170.4 176.8 150.9 159.3 162.4 149.2 119.1
May, 1944 ..... 202.5 192.0 1W97.2 ~ 12 ~168.6. B8 ' 166.8 132.3
1544
D o inde- 191.8 179.4 A2.7 WEE iR TELA  139.6 141.0
ol oieeon 154,58 189.1 184.0 18455 4681 M4 116.5 156.1
st . .... 158.6 196.6 154.9 2:2 1g6.2 ‘MiB 1ER.0 119.6
September ., 201.2 204.9 1962 168.2 “177.0 MWEH  1:de.1 112.8
dctober .... 218,9 191.4 173.7 175.9 ¥85.0 826 .9 128.8
November ... 227.1 205.3 1BOL7 180:9 181.4) DPEEAE  115.8 187.8
December ... 292.2 189.9 246.0 169.4 261.3 205.6 147.9 124.6
1945
-~ denuary .... 135.8 190.0 99.0 43,1 1@6.2 187.2 99.7 61,3
February ... 139.0 22141 10846 - 1881 18F .6 A8EaS. 112 @ 144.0
March ...... 258.2 259.5 226.0 245.2 1866 ‘1688 148.1 165.4
april ...... 199.5 176.2 9.6 ' 1626 175.2, A84M 198.5 147.1

MBY o.o....» 199.1 1910 188.,5 171.3 178:5 188.8  167.0 134.8
1278 o (b) " Radio and
Year and Month Hardware Jewellery Electrical
A B A B A B
May, 1939 ..... 136.9 101.7 82,1 (a) 122.4 105.3
May, 1941 ..... 172.7 128.3 127.2 141.8 167.0 143.7
May, 1942 ..... 179.5 138.7 149.2 172.9 163.7 137.5
May, 1943 ..... 175.8 133.0 160.2 186.8 117.0 104.7
May, 1944 ..... 200.9 149.3 181.9 208.% 115.6 99.4
1944
. R 194,5 160.9 198, 1 205.8 110.4 6.4
PR ..0vene 176:3 162.8 176.2 216.5 91.9 11042
August ..... 178.7 166.9 190.8 198.0 94.8 104,1
September ., 182.3 153.1 2@t 226 .1 112.2 100.4
October .... 184.4 164.2 200.2 224.4 113.9 99.3
November ... 181.1 180.4 249.3 244.5 119.0 104.2
December ... 191.5 17713 592.6 233.4 137.7 108.0
15456
T SREPATY . s 120.2 200.4 149.7 209.8 99.0 118.4
February ... 119.2 218.4 169.6 243.4 95.8 121.5
March ...... 168.4 281..5 204 .9 268.0 110.5 129.0
Qi ..., 190.6 186.2 187.6 227.8 110.5 118, 7
T PP 204.5 154, 9 198.6 221.3 116.2 100.0

(a) Not availahle.
(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942,
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Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces - (Average for 1935 - 1939 = 100)

(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision)

— T — T
General Country Depart- L Restau- Family
Year and Month Index General ment Variety  Food iy Clothing
Maritime Provinces

May, 1942 . ....,. 181.6 152.7 ¥3.7 - 286.5 1768 . 2148 176.9
Mg ANISEE Lo ul et 12898 180.6 169.9 251.3 L. 2 [0) 474 244 .6 218.1
May, 1944 ..... cag! 220p3 206.8 211.5 25245 202.8 258.0 247.9
1945

April .ias 21038 176 .4 210.8 231.5 199.8 249.8 233.3

TR o & o5 or ve- T 21850 209, 7 202, 7 237.6 209.6 247.1 226.4
% Change,

May, 1945 . ... - 1.0 + 1.4 - 4.2 =859 + 3.4 ~ 4.2 - 8,7

May, O ..
% Change,

Jan,-May, 1945 + 6.0 + 6.7 + 67 + 6.4 + 5.6 + 1.5 + 7.1

Jan.-May, 1944

Quebec

MEFHATOEE €. .- . el LrohG L7259 156.1 218.8 172.3 145.6 9ES
MeSrsh DGEE Bl il [ I8ORS aF=X Tl 161.3 223.6 182.9 167.9 210.7
May, 1544 ...... 190.7 211.5 189.3 228.4 180.6 17753 218.7
1945

APrElt 1. es 186.1 181.0 18242 202.8 98,1 180.9 197.6

MY Tnies & . 4 194 2 205 4 183 .2 22331 193.9 194.3 21,8
% Change,

May, 1945 ... + 148 =~ 2.9 562 + 0.3 + 7.4 + 9.6 - S E

May, 1944
% Change,

Jan.~May, 1945 + 6 4 + 3.3 + 9.4 + 8.5 + 4.9 + 7.8 + 8.3

Jan. -May. 1944

Ontario

e 1082 5 - 155.7 145.5 2.5 - L3 170.5 146 .1 141.7
May, 1943 155.6 158.4 12549 171.4 170.9 177.7 147.7
May, 1944 . 16647 167.7 157 .4 170.9 172.3 192.7 L5811
1945

April 164 3 146 9 15147 165,2 176.4 IS8 ¢S 154.0

May . 170 6 163.5 153.0 175.3 186, 7 191.9 153.9
% Change

May, 1945 + 2.3 - 2.5 =238 + 1246 + B.4 - 0.4 - 1.4

May, 1344 .
% Change,

Jan.-~May, 1945 + 7.1 + 5.0 219y 7 + 9.6 + 6.2 - 0,6 +12.4

Jan, =-May, 1944
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Unad justed Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces - (Average for 1935 - 1939 = 100)
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision)

Men's(aji Women's - (b) Radio and
Clothing Clothing Shoes Drugs Furniture Hardware Jewellery Maitrioal

Maritime Provinces

220.5 229.2 192.6 170.8 3.3 117 A 22042 TGO 7
242.0 266.6 PAAS, 192.8 22347 192.7 282.0 145.1
260,7 30872 240.3 205, '3 254.3 225.6 284 .2 &7, S
237.9 3050 234.6 2N 3 226 .6 205.6 299.8 160.8
233.0 299.6 221.8 209.6 246.9 219.8 3129 138.2
-10.6 --1.8 - 7.7 + 3,1 - 2.9 - 2.6 +10.0 -12.3
+ b +11.2 + 8.6 + 4.5 #2 58 + 5.8 + 9.3 + 4.8
Quebec
Py -0 180,0 16€.6 141.4 1956% 8 20842 TS 197.8
176516 191.0C N75.28 155.56 163.6 197 .8 134.0 150.5
193,9 2031 192.9 164.1 188E 7 232.,6 160.,0 146.2
161.8 186.3 169.0 179.0 162,92 2118 48 17245 135.2
758 192.0 174.8 175.4 18341 238.6 X71al 15841
- 9.6 - 5.5 = 9.6 + 6.9 - 3,0 3 + 6.9 + 8.1
- 0.2 + 4.7 + 9.1 +« 6.3 +11.5 +18.1 +16.8 + 3.1
Ontario
T48.8 157.9 164 4 140.¢ 143 8 170.1 148 % Bl M
146. & 1707 166.8 152,0 132.8 158 149.86 93.6
161622 192.5 188.0 158.4 14241 1775 169.3 89.6
196 . 193.3 166.4 161.7 144 .2 163 9 17442 84.3
154 22 189.9 176.5 168.1 146 .3 174.6 196 .1 86.6
= 6.7 - 1.4 3 Gl <SR E | 350 vt ] o6 +154 € - Ba7
+ &7 25 +al s + 5.9 + 50 +11 .4 +12.56 +15.3 - 25

(a) Includes men's furnishings.
(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1542,



Uned justed Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces - (Aver
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(Figures for the current year are subjett to

E%g¥for 1935 - 1939 = 100)

inal revisions)

General Country Depart- Restau- Family
et Index General ment Var ety Pood rant Clothing
Prairie Provinces

Moy, 1042 .. .oceeeo 240.8 123.0 126.2 170.0 164.1 141.7 145.8
May, 1943 ...o0vse 154.4 145.1 122.6 180.1 173.9 174.8 178.8
May, 1944 ........ 170.2 161.0 165.5 182.3 179.3 181.9 194.9
1945

TV en L1 U SR e 166.7 150.8 159.2 175.0 167.5 185.2 199.6

LT R SRS 174.8 167.6 151.3 178.4 196.6 184.5 195.6
9% Change,

May, 1945 ..... + 2.7 + 4.1 - 2.7 - 2.1 + 9.6 + 1.4 + 0.4

May, 1942 .....
% Change,

Jan,-May, 1945 + 5.3 + 4.1 + 6.7 + 3.3 + 5.5 T Ut + 8.0

Jan.=May, 1544

British Columbia

NEhE VS Vv seosns  JASS 124.6 144.7 140.3 p 75 130.0 160,.5
May, 1943 ..c.ovees 161.3 141.4 147.3 137.6 D735 176.:1 166.5
May, 1944 ........ WIS 157.6 166.2 1356.2 174 .4 315770 [ 181.6
1945

Aprid .losnenen 173.3 145.3 1731 137.5 P Ly g 175.3 172.6

MBY ccecoccccas 183.3 176.9 174.9 146.2 187.4 174.5 192.56
% Change,

May, 1945 .,... + 6.6 +11.7 + 5.2 + 7.4 + 7.5 + 1.6 + 6.0

NMay, 1944 .....
% Change,

Jan.=-May, 1945 + 7.9 + 9,3 + 8.6 + 8.3 + 7.1 - 0.8 + 9.6

Jan.,-May, 1944




-9-

Unad justed Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces - (Average for 1935 - 1939 = 100)
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) '

b)
Men's (a) Women's & ( Radio and
Clothing Clothing Shoes Drugs Furniture Hardware Jewellery Electrical

Prairie Provinces

142.1 148.6 166 145 .6 EHE 165.6 145.0 145.1
164.9 163.2 175.0 163.7 116,2 174.2 176.9 138.5
189.6 194.5 199.1 173.7 129,7 196.7 206.2 143.9
. 8 201.0 194.2 178.3 161.1 198.0 198.4 141.6
162.0 193.5 28615 LENeT 141.2 208.8 200.5 163.9
-14.6 - 0,86 * 242 + 4.6 + 8.9 + 6.7 - 2.8 + 6.9
- 0.7 + 6.9 + 7.8 + 4.8 +13.0 +10.8 + 1.0 + 4,2

British Columbia

146 .4 e g0 179.0 17 L 127.4 181.8 146.5 141.1
143.7 196.8 191.1 173.4 141.5 181.5 171.9 109.,9
151.7 219.2 228wl 199.1 149.7 213.9 185.3 109.4
157.3 220.56 219.4 206.8 157.9 218.3 190.3 111.9
169,68 232.0 254 .1 214 .2 159 .4 232.6 193.2 99,9
+11.8 ¥ (BB +14 4 + 7.6 + 6.5 + 8.7 + 4.3 - 8.7
+11.0 + 8.1 +13.6 + 9.8 +14.2 +156.7 +10.4 + 2.1

(a) Includes men's furnishings.
(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942.
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