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Monthly Indexes of Reteil .Sales in Canada, October, 1946
(1535-1539=100)

Retail sales in Canada increased 11 per cent in October compared with the
same month a year ago and recorded an advance of 9 per cent above September, 1946,
The increase between October of the two years fell slightly short of the 14 per cent
gain for the first ten months of this year over last. Unadjusted indexes (on the
base, 1935-1939=100) were 226.5 for October, 1946, 203,8 for October, 1945 and 207.7
for September, 1946,

Increases over Octooer, 1545 were reported for all fourteen kinds of busi-
ness represented in this monthly trude series. With the exception of variety, food
and shoe stores, Octcber increases for various trades were lower than respective
gains shown in the January-to-October comparisons. A 17 per cent gain in QOctober
sules of hardware stores, while much reduced in comparison with increases for
earlier months of the year, was nevertheless substantial. Sales for that trade
averaged 31 per cent higher in the cumulative comparison. Radio and electrical
stores and furniture stores reported sales up 73 and 25 per cent respectively in
October of this ycur compared with the same month of 1945, The average October
pgain for all kinds of business was exceeded by department stores which had a 15 per
cent increase and by variety stores whose sales were up 13 per cent over October,
1945,

Sales increases for Quebec and Ontario, both in October and in the ten-
month cumulative comparisons between this year and last, wers almost on a par with
the average results for the country as a whole., The western provinces showed
slightly higher increases in sales for October than did other parts of Canade, The
most significant feature of the regional trends during the past several months has
been the reduced scuale of sales increases occurring in the Maritime Provinces., The
current level of retail trading in that section of the country remains at a high
level, however, in relation to pre-war veolume of retail business. In sales of dur-
able household merchandise such as furniture, radios and electrical equipment, the
Maritime Provinces show sales sxpansions which in many instances exceed those en-
Jjoyed by similar trades in other areas. Reduced activity in other kinds of business
has been most pronounced in apparel, drug, varisty and jewellery stores in the
Maritime Provinces.

Chain candy firms roported sales 30 per cent greater in October this year
than last and an average increase of 35 per cent for the year-to-date. Retail
furriers increased their sales by 11 per cent over October of 1945.

Departmerital Analysis of Department Store Sales

There were wide variations in the extent of the increases recorded by
different departments of depurtment stores. Increases amounted to 211 per cent for
radio and musical instrument departments and 656 per cent for household aprlizuces
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departments, these two showing by far the largest gains recsrded ia the departmental
analysis of sales. Other departments which rocorded sizatle increases were home
furnishings, hardware, furnitures and smallwares departments, whose gains ranged be-
tween 20 and 28 per cent in October of this year over last. The sales increases

for apparel departments have fluctuated considerably in recent months. Gains for
these departments in October were among the more moderate obtained, amounting to

9 per cent in the case of footwear and for women's and children's apparel, while

a 5 per cent increase in sales of men's wear was reported.

Conparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1945 and 1946, by Kinds of Business
(Comparisons are based on dollar sales., No
corrections have been made for price changes)

1 Salas 1n Oct., 1946 alos 1n Jan.-(ct,,1948
Compared With Sales In| Compared With Sales In
Kind of Business Oct.  Oct.  Sept.| Jan.-Oct. Jan.-0Oct.
1941 1645 1946 1541 1945
General INdeX .sceecevsssessseenes +51.3 +11.1 + 9.1 +69.9 +14,1
General Merchandise Groups
Country General Stores ......¢.se, +55.4 + 7,1 + 8.7 +66.1 +11.7
Department SEOres ...sssesee00eeeees +59,2 +15.3 + 6.5 +64.0 +19.01
Variely StOres cceeceecsossccecsces +42.,6 +13.1 +12,9 +48.4 +11.5
Food Groups
RCRIRBEIRE S dhoksiais sicis o 000 sls Shisoisjen A30) 1047 .7 & Osd +50.0 + 9.5
RESBRDBERIEE. oloie 1ok o/eieisiaie oialaisielo s slae (+0852 LR ) + 0.7 +71.4 + 6.0
Clothing Group:
Family Clothing Stores .........s. +58.4 + 8,3 +32.2 +75.4 +17.2
Men's Clothing Stores .......e.... +48,9 + 0.1 +18,3 +64,0 +14.3
Women's Clothing Stores .e.ceeeeee +60.5 + 6.9 +18.5 +71.0 +10.6
Shoe Stores .c.ceoceesssecccecsees +58.4 + 5,4 + 3,5 +62.6 + 4,8
Household and Personal Effects Groups
PERENSBOREE slereie s shets aists]s sle sio o whoime 4948 O R SIS (5 ) +59.1 +10.4
Furniture Stores ....sscececcseees +61,2 +25,1 =0 +51.8 +35.6
flamdwere ISEOEES o ..coecocnnccceaaa #6512 +16.6 + 24098 +82.2 +31.1
dowalllory Stores "(a) . sececccdees 8.2  +E5.3 < 0.8 +89,0 +15.2
Radio and Electrical Stores ..s... +63.7 +72.6 + 6.4 +45.0 +75,9

(a) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942.
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS

October, 1945 and October, 1946

(Rased on dollar sales of 17 firms including mail order houses)

October, October, % Change,
1945 1946 1946,/1945
¥ bk

TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS e:occecccesessesss 40,589,672 46,534,360 +14,.6

l. Women's dresses, coats and suits ..ecseeseess. 5,664,787 5,821,2% + 4,6

2R GHIE!! SandIRTanESs!! WEAT o icssssscn csveosionses 2,873,143 2,392,047 + 5.2

Bl Niaslery ond SElEWas " s . okl s ofete s de e et o s oke s B araotet 6081, 6O 1,986,084 +23.5

4. Lingorie and corsete ...eccceceacscsscsccrssns 1,399,683 1,614,218 +15.3

G ML O LY Tore oo o S0 01010 o wials sl o s7e o Siale S0 o0 bosisiapers 604 ,443 620,313 + 2.6

6. Women's and children's apparel - (Total, 1-5). 11,450,527 12,433,956 + 8.6

7. Men's and boys! clothing and furnishings ..... 5,708,687 6,005,371 + 5.2

8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ... 1,000,517 1,044,323 + 4.4

93 P0G 200A8 o eusseshubioncssstssssscssseonsasss 0,020,399 3,316,841 + LG8

10, SMBLIWETIeS ..cohevosccrorsosonoessssnosonssesns 1,426,870 1,708,427 +19,7
NS Roed andildindred produets «o. s s s s s e o o M H2E T EAE 3,007,896 +10,9
12. Furniture (includinpg mattresses and springs) . 2,346,074 2,845,805 +21.3
13. Home furnishings .cc.iso-se00c0s0e00sevesceses 2,571,747 3,287,933 +27.8
14. Household appliances and electrical supplies . 845,562 1,321,805 +56.3
15. Hardware and kitchen utensils ...eeceeoesveaeea 1,284,333 il OGS +26.3
16. Radios, musicel instruments and supplies ..... 254,031 790,474 +211.2
17. Shoes and other footweer ...... N e RN ellonena 3,111,214 3,386,785 + 8,9
18, Stationery, books and mapazines ..eescescecans 664,447 740,405 +11.4
19. All other departments, totBl c.cecccoceseceees 4,192,349 5,022,366 +19.8
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Index Numbers of Retail Sales - (Averape for 1935-1939 = 100)

A. linad j us t—-Cro

B, Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonel Variations,
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision)

Genernl Country .
vear and Yonth Index General Department Variety
A B A B A R A B
Selohes 1030 ..o 117.9 111.1 119.2 108.,7 -lsg.4 1IR.C _LS8F " THOES
R e e 140.7 0 136.9  182.0 117.9 160.0, - 1MSial 0 LEES 166.2
B . .. 173.3  158.6 188.5 W6.1 197.8 18M.8 19860 162.4
Cctober, 1C44 ..., 182. & 17444 3 i g 159.9 194.0 Y 7Rl S 159.9 1s9.1
Stobor, 1946 (... 203.8 189,8 191.5 171.4 220.9 189,%2 218.2 213.0
1945
T ....00 2 2Lb.3 200589 I82.5 175.1 258.% 23R4 249.9 2865
BRcE e fe.... 25B.1 C 1874 1208.5- 174:;2 279.5 - 178.4 466.€": AE
1946
Ny -tdbood |, LE0.0 ' ¥GBad - WBR By - ~NT9B4 LT AR LGRGA = 11 128RIT
Febode sy L..ooe « 167.% 0 21228 Q0.2 1 <188.4° < 162.3  215.7 157.6 28544
B ' bt 2108 SEEME, . 88,9 | To7.3 222.2 .258.7 - 1S9, 9E:ily M
RERL 00 ey 212.0 @11.687 @By.z 202.2 2183.3 207.4 221.3 wARyd
BT T RN & 2171 4.5, 212,68 195,7 @ 208.8 20M:7 3146 < ARGl
HBHE i o ces0.. 216,68 210.€6, 201.6 1S7.2 161.9 189,56  288.2 23088
ULy oo-.d0nn00 (19644 B32.2. 208.3 185/9 ,1E8.7 207.0 . .222,6 2SS0
AUgBY ...s.ien | 216,0  220.8 | 219.6 - 298.3 ,19R.B | 238.2 ' 254.9 ‘-26& .3
Septémber .;.:w 207.7 21348 188,85/ ABlsQ 268.2 ' 288.6,208:6 - 2uEal
Outober ....o.. 2268.5 ©216.0 206.1' 182.9 264.7 218.2 "246,7 20688
. Family Wen's(a) .
vear and Month Food Restaurants Clothing Clothing
A B A B A i A B
S8thber: 1939 5,5  103.9 -l08.8° 108.,3  ToZ.7 5) (5) T335.8 110.0
BRtouar e g o 145,72  M3.6 . 1354.1 132.2 181.2 148.6 ' 169.4 1564
Getober, ¥943 .,.. 166:.9 159.5 . 186.9 18&.7 213.5 173.8 196.7 '168.6
October, 1944 ..., 168.6 174.8 197.1 196.0 227.4 195.9 207.8 180.9
Octcber, 1945 .... 182.,4 185.4 207.4 202.9 264,9 223.3 252,0 215.0
1945
FYYSoveEtier| ..5... 185.9 185,6 20446 /21448 - 260.3 . 2181 "266.2 20§.9
Beoier ...... 215.5 1§9.8 208.8 256.1 311.2 1941y S@B.O . 1IFE.E
1946
S nuery o...... 182.4 192.4  190.3 199.6 144.2 1214.1 141.3 199.8
February ...... 182.2 198,3 181,9 205,9 154.3 238.4 160.9 256.0
R ... . 228.5 2 1€7.6, '208.7 218.7 £28.3 278.1 220.8  26R.0
R .. ...5... 208.7 ' 211,4 207.5¢ '208.4°" 252.% 1218.7 221.7 1 1858,3
B IEL. 0. ioeoe 212,9 209.2 210,7 2048  2389,0 2319 208.7. 21648
A ). . 22Blm  2B.4 2101 - 21§32 edacd 231.0 289 BB
JULY sevsoosaee 196.9 204.2 219.3 208,8 203,0 288.6 173.9 215.4
Avgust ........ 218.4 215.,6 225.8 207.1 222.8 285.9 182.4 228,38
September ..... 184.6 196.9 21C.7 206.3 217.1 245.6 213.3 232.0
October ....... 202.,0 203.,7 212.2 207.0 287.0 242.4 252.3 216.}

(a) Includes men's furnishings.

(b) Yot available.
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Index Numbers of Retail Sales-{Average for 1935-1939 = 100)
A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasona]l Variations.
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision)

Women's I
Year and Month Clothing Shoes Drugs Furniture

—

A B A B A B A B

B SR .. 150:7 110.17 IC3.0  IU3.Y 107.T IU5.@ 180, 1II3.B
B 11941 .o:. 18451 ¢ 131.3 131.5 128.0 141.6 135,92 131.6 110.4
G, 048 .... 20641 1171.7. 168.0 154.9 171.7 184.2 123.9 103.5
October, 1544 .,.. 218,9 191.4 173.7 175.9 185.9 182.5 141.9 123.3
Cetober, 1945 .... 246.3 20,2 197.7 197.0 196.5 190.4 169.6 143.9
1345
e .- .4t 243.7 217.7 209.4 215.3 195.8 197.8 164.2 158.2
December ...... 303.1 19,2 258.1 179.0 287.1 226.6 1658.7 141.0
1946
B ..o dbs  M4B.8 " 120743 110.0'  157.2 195.2 | 207(5 146,90 | 222.2
B e D652 ¢ 2470, 16,1 196.2  185.4 265.7" JASeL5 . 2093
B sso0s. 2BBWE ~302.8 21842 284.6  199.7 200.9 ' T98{9  224.9

April ...ccc0ne 259.6 202.9 215.9 173.8 198.0 205,7 225.9 209.5
MBY cecoces e s 2B60@" T2ZER5 211.1 189.5 200. 8 204.8 222,1 180.0
JUNG «esvensse .o 228.9 213,3 2567.7 195.7 198.6 209.2 204.0 206.0

July scceaseese 185.8 222.8 189.0 210.8 201.5 207.4 186.0 241.9
Auzust ¢ceene.s 197.8 240.4 198,.8 210.4 208.4 204.2 203.8 190.4
September ..... 222,2 244.2 201.3 194.9 200.0 202.4 197.4 1
October e..eoee 263.3 224.8 208.3 206,8 2l2.1 20860 | 202, 2 180,7

(a) Radio and
Year and lonth Hardware Jewellery Electrical
A B A B A B
October, 1939 ....  125.8 111.6 101.5 (b) 129.3 104.6
October, 1941 ....  164.9 140.6 140.1 150.9 152.1 127.5
October, 1943 ,...  160.9 141.1 179.8 201. 6 116.5 101.6
Octoter, 1944 ....  184.4 164.2 200.2 224.4 113.9 99,3
Octoter, 1945 ....  228,0 198.3 288.6' ' 7.5 144.3 121.0
1945
~ November ......  221.0 217.6 291.7 286.1 153.5 134.4
December ...... 231.1 210.4 677.6 266.8 200.0 156.9
1946
January .......  158,7 263.4 1€8.8 236.5 145.8 174.4
Februery ......  161.5 295.9 196.4 282.0 151.5 196.3
Bl - oneah. .. 0 20707 300.4 220.9 288.,9 191.3 223.3
April .....ee00  257.9 251.9 244.3 296.6 202.0 206.0
B . e bhed, . - 288,2 225,0 256.6 266.0 223.1 191.6
JUP . ssopuse.s | 2884 242.3 266.0 291,7 200.3 217.3
JULY cevennones 273.7 248.8 250.0 295.4 189.3 218.4
gt .. .hb.e  277.2 250.5 267.8 277.9 211.0 231.7
September .....  258,5 228.9 239.0 276.0 234.0 218.1
QatRBSF - .05:.. | 265.8 232.0 237.1 256.6 249.0 208.8

{a) Based on sales iIncludiny the Federal tax lntroduced in June, 1942.
(b) Yot available.
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nad justed Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces - (Average for 1935 - 1939 = 100)
[Figures for the current year are subject to final revision)

General Country Depart- Variety Food Restau- Family

Year and Month

Index General ment rant Clothing
Maritime Provinces

October, 1943 ..... 205.0 181.0 211.8 257.9 194.8 235.1 247.3
Octobery 1944 .. ... 217.4 174.0 238 .2 262.2 200 1 238.2 269.5
letobBirg=1948 Si.. 237.3 189.7 270.4 272.4 209.6 25342 299%7
1546

September ceee.o 232.3 190.0 273.4 259.0 2 188 249.4 2%z

October eesessos 248,2 200, 9 287.8 285,1 223,.2 249.4 28885
% Change,

OCtOber, 1946 LY + 4.6 e 6.4 - 3 6-4 & 4 4.7 + 605 - lls S 3.7

October, 1245 ..

% Change,
Jan.-0ct., 1946 + 8.4 +11.4 AR + 1.6 + 6.4 + 0.4 +10.3
i SB[ LS

Qusbec

BEEOeT] Lol )L . 70,7 D VW 183.0 AR R0 T 1 TINGS FrA iz e
Getobery M4 ..... 18l.1 18611 206.6 223.6 1655k 3 188.5 234.0
Qetiobari G945 J.uilh 12024 202.5 246,7 244.1 V7 L) 207.7 267.6
15946

September «..se. 200.9 176, 9 268.4 264.8 170.9 213.6 219.9

QBEOBEY: | cmesiow vio st L2664 210,7 288,7 283.4 Ll 218.4 304.8
% Change’

fotober, 1946 .. +11.9 + 4.0 +17.0 +16.1 + 9,2 + 5,2 +132.9

Tctober, 1945 ..
¥ Chenpge,

Jan.-0Oct., 1946 +13,1 + 9.8 +21.5 +14.2 + 6.6 + 9,0 +20.5

oo =i, 5 WEA6

Gnterio

e nery LT0ha .epan Joeel T5Y .1 | ABL.6 185,.2 183.3 184.2 180.1
getobEr S 1M . S L6989, 15T P IS ) Wos.2 163.6 198&1 188.3
Yeboben, 1945 .....- 191,0 154.0C 200.4 208.7 1] 7/ 519) U9T..7 233.7
1546
= September ......, 193.5 26 210.8 WG T 16RO 204.8 187.3

REEEHET oo s oo oreoh | 1L B 167.4 228.6 21BN ES 199.4 201 1 287 45
% Change,

gEeber, 1946 s+ +10.9 + 8.7 +14.1 + 9.6 +12.3 L alos +. XJ6

goteber, L340 .

% Chmnge,
Jan,~Jct., 1946 +14.,.8 +12.2 +20.4 +10.5 +10.7 + 8.8 +14.9
Jan.-0ct., 1945
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Unad justed Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces - (Average for 1935 - 1939 = 100)
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revislion)

s e e s e -z = ) ===
1 (®) Radio and
pt ' adlo an
Men's(e) Wouen's Shoes Drugs  Furniture Hardware  Jewellery plectrical

Clothing clothine

o e s o St e i e e o e [ e . e e -

Maritime Provinces

208,49 Dah .9 20%.3 204,3 151.0 172.7 309.7 134.4
e B 2691 20471,8 208.8 183,35 207,1 307.9 131.0
ST 3223 242.0 280, T 2153 238,0 348.1 154.8
226,5 258.4 229.6 216, 5 252,.,9 246.2 30150 279.7
276.4 303,.,4 235.4 223.2 301.2 273.6 326,0 2956.0
-14.3 = 5-9 -~ 207 - Ou? +39-9 ‘1500 - 6.3 +Qn.6
+ 5,4 + 3.0 - 0,1 + 4.9 +37.4 +21.0 - 1.6 +75.5
Quebec
178.8 . 7 A A T16t.& WE s | UGS T e L6y
198.4 194.4 1462 186,11 181, Y 20852 159.8 139.4
ax7.5 2056,.6 171 .4 201.4 188.4 245.2 166.0 189,8
1d5.8 188.8 163.0 165.3 282, 269,.8 210.4 2€1.4
B, 7 223,.8 e 1 210.9 204,.1 286.5 220.0 26870
4+ 9,7 + B,9 + 3,9 + 4,7 +31.3 +16,8 +18 i *EYw.2
+12.0 +10,7 A S + 9,9 +34.1 TN +21.9 +62.9
Ontario
184 .4 20%8.3 SUGHER S <] [T 141.8 B ) 95,6
196.6 22067 166,1 170.4 JE@% 7 152.1 188.9 89.4
247:1 260.2 1895 2 178.3 159.2 196.C 219,58 114.0
208.2 2567 A0l 574 186.0 163.0 220 & B ol 196.1
241.5 2001 T 2085 193.1 187.4 TN 2254 20857
& Ped + 4,0 + B.7 + 8.3 +17.7 +16.2 4 810 1] +83.1
+1€.1 +12 .4 + 6.6 +10,5 +33.7 +34,9 +15.4 +85.3

a) Includes men's furnishings.
b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1542,
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Unad justed Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces - (Average for 1635 - 1939 = 1C0)
{Tigures for the current year are subjoct to final revisionm,

—— =
General Country Depart- Restau-  Family

Year and Month Tl - BBGPRY = TSR Variety Food rant Clothing

Prairie Provinces

October, 1945 ..... 186.6 R iy 185.8 1680,9 74,8 199.9 2628
Cctoter, 1944 ...c 198.0 150.7 199.5 202.7 178.9 204 .2 2882k 1
October, 1945 .4 22100 210,0 226.9 214.5 166.5 218.3 322.8
1946
September «eeeoo 231,6 207.8 282.0 a0 216.7 23249 271.4
Qe@BOE o s w0 247,7 224 .1 265.6 261.8 220.6 L 365.0
% Change,
October, 1946 .. N2 il + 6,7 +17,1 +22,1 +12.3 & 2wr2 A3k, 1
October, 1545 ..
% Change,
Jan.=-0ct., 1946 +15.3 )% +18.,6 ASI +13.6 + 9,5 +19.8

Jan.=-0ct., 1545

British Columbia

BEohar, 10 ... J7L.0 . w4l TeT.0 Moy Dab. % 17€.2 200, €
October, 1844 ..... 179.6 160.1 196.8 148.2 161.0 176.8 e e
@odioblry 1948 ... © 201.3 182.4 214.6 165,7 1%7.6 199.5 230.2
1946
—  September ...... 221,8 190.1 247.4 179.2 187.0 203.9 226.5
OEEEINEr .n.i.aa0 © 283.3 2187 2a6: 3 28%5% 197.3 202,7 271.8
7 Change,
October, 1946 ,, +15,9 +16,6 +18.9 +21,4 +11.) + 1,6 +18.1

October, 14U94L ..

7 Change,
Jan.~-0ct., 1946 +16,1 +18.2 +17 .4 +16.3 +10.7 < et +16,7
Jan.-0Oct., 1U45
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Tmad justed Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces = (Averape for 1935 - 1939 = 100)
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision)

—

b) .
Yen's(a) Women's X ( Radio and
Clothing Clothing Shoes Drugs Furniture Hardware Jewellery Mectricad

Preirie Provinces

285 227.6 198.5 185,6 147,9 181.6 223.3 144.7
245.8 241.6 210,3 203.6 167.0 208,.4 251.7 145,2
312.1 264.8 239.7 210.8 ISd, 7 263.0 261.5 168.1
269.6 209,1 221.8 213.8 222.0 294,.4 2461 a2 279.56
310,7 288,2 241.8 231.9 23045 284.8 2€8.4 289.8
- 0.4 +13.1 + 0.9 +10,2 +19.6 +12.6 + 2.6 +72.4
+17.7 + 8.3 + 5.2 +12.9 +40.7 +29.7 1987 +73.6

British Columbia

181.5 224.6 205,2 188,35 155,9 173, 1 189,€6 120.48
178.,7 223. 226.1 221.0 175.8 HGBhLT 2005 LugSa
225.2 2448 244.] 241.0 212.7 281.C 228.3 146,56
225.7 247.2 279.6 260,7 2€3.8 319.0 248.3 263.1
239.8 282.5 26051 274.7 266.4 332.8 224.8 273.1
4+ 6.5 +16.9 + 7.0 +14.0 +26.2 +32.6 - 1.5 +86.4
+16,8 + 9.2 + 4.6 +11.1 +40.0 40.9 +12,6 +80.0

(a) Includes men's furnishings.
(b) Rased on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942,
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