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MONTHLY INDEXES O¥ RETAIL SALES IN CANADA, JANUARY, 1947~
{1955-1955=100)

Dollar sales of Canadian retail merchants were 13 per cent higher in January,
1947 than in January, 1946, a margin of increase which corresponds closely with the
average gain in trading which toock place throughout 1946. January salec were 36 per
cent below the peak volume recorded in December, but this decrease was not unusually
acute. In fact, the index adjusted for seasonal variations rose to 220.1 in January
from 212.4 in December. Unadjusted indexes (on the base, average for 1935-1939=100)
stood at 181.1 for January, 1947 °60.0 for January, 1946 and 282.2 for December,
1946,

January "clearance sales™ mumue tneir re-sppearance as a feature of merchan-
tiising this year after a long absence. There were a number of reasons for this de-
velopment. Largely it resulted from efforts of retailers to liquidate excess and
glow-moving stocks. But it was also prompted to some extent by adverse predictions,
oripinating from various sources and widely publicized, regarding prospects for a
eontinuation of the existing high level of consumer purchasing. Amonpg the mare
srominent trades employing "clearance sales" effectively in January were ladies' wear
Tidpe ang dspartmant stores.

A% & rasult of the sales promotion which they carried out, women's apparel
shops experiaenced the largest increase of any trade during the month under review.
Sales were up 26 per cent above January a year apo. Activity in family clothing
stores was also pronocunced in January and sales for that kind of business rose 20 per
sent over January of last vear. Sales of footwear, which gained momentum in the late
months of 1946, extended their increases still further in January when sales were 22
wer cant wbova .l!!lnnil,'".? a Yedr S'sgt)o

Bepdc-tnant phorss maiatiined the sales expansion rate which they have ex-
hibited over the past several months, January sales being 20 per cent ahead of those
for January a year ago., A 33 per cent increase for the departmental firms in Quebec
province was outstanding. Sales of country general stores have been increasing at a
siow but steady rate in recent months and showed advancement of 8 per cent in January.
Weather is an influential factor and the severity of the winter this year may account
for the relatively small gains which occurred in some sections of the country.

the much greater sales increases for certain of the non-durable goods stores
did not seriously retard the rate of increase for durable goods outlets. Radio and
nlectrical stores reported a substantial volume of business and sales were higher ty
§1 per cent in January this year compared with last. The increase in sales of hard-
ware stores was more moderate in January than has been usual of late, but was still
sppreciable at 16 per sent over January a year ago. The narrowing margin of increase
for jewellery stores has been in evidence for the past few months but sales for the
#rade remain at a very high level.

The increases of 10 per cent for food stores and 4 per cent for restaurants
are consistent with the average trend in sales for these two trades ir recent months.
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Chain candy stores reported an increase of 11 per cent in sales for January,
1947 over the same month a year ago. Sales of furriers, which had shown a tendency
Yo taper off in the last month of 1945, responded to advertising promotion in Janu-
ery and increased 44 per cont over January, 1946,

Depaftment Store Sales for Selected Departments

Rapid increases in sales of the durable household pgoods departments and in
hardware continued throughout January. Sales of women's and children's apparel,
particularly in those departments handling outerwear, hosiery and gloves, recorded
notable pains during the month under review. Shoe departments enjoyed another sub-
stantial increase of 21 per cent in January.

Revision To Desipgn cf Monthly Report

The content of the tables of this report has been considerebly reduced this
menth and it is hoped that the new design will render the report more useful for
reference purposes. Percentage changes for the various trades in different regions
of the country huve beer incorporated into the first table along with the percentage
changes for Canada. It is felt that this will give opportunity for a better visual
examination of the overall trends across the country. Material which was formerly
repcated r'rom month to month has also been eliminated from the regular tables of the
report which contain the indexes of sales.

Comparison of Reteil Sales in Canada , and for Reglons, by Kinds of Rusiness
T {Comparisons are based on dollar sales. NO
corrections have been made for price changes.)

January, 1947:Compared With

Jane. Dec. .
Kind of Business 1941 |1946 January, 1546

Mar. BE VIR .
CANADA CAN. ov. |Que. | Ont. Prov.| Col.

GENERAL INTEX ceveccocesocoassnssl +79.8 -35.80+13.21+ 6 1417 +14 +16 | +14

General Merchandise Groupt
Country General Stores ...oeeesees] +77,2] =33.5(+ 8.1
Department Stores ...ecceccescoscsl +77.0) 49,48 +20.3
Ry SBRRes s cb .o v wTans s voe] +ODE «64745¥EL.D

+12 +10 + 4 | +10
+33 +19 +19 | +17
+11 +11 +16 | +12

+
-
v

- -
+

1
Food Groups
Food Stores 2 8 0 0 00 ¢ 008 00008 CeBE O +7O.7 -]Cez +10.4 + :‘ +13 +].2
Restaurants eeerscss s ersetnPaneNe +91.8) - 4,0¢+ $.& = 5 + 6 +. 3

+ R
+ 8

N W0

+ +

Clothing Groups
Family Clothing Stores c.eeeecesees|+110.2] -48.68 +19,.7} +25 }+24 151 +19] +14
Men's Clothing Stores ..seceseveeey +71.6| =54.4) +11.8] - 7 |+16 |+19 ) - 1] +17
Women's Clothing Stores ..........|+112.1} -43.8]+26.1] +19 {+31 +25 | +22 | +5C
SHGE SLRTESE e oo s sosessscrssnsoval +80,5] -4, T +2L.50+ 7 [¥25« 1422 | +257) "9

Household and Personal Effects Group:
Drlg SEOREa oo covssonnonseaveres] +TC.8 =32,10 4581 =2 |+1-1+ 474"+ 4]+ @
Burgtiture SEBEes . .o veo o sioe s o A +11206 -16.9++21.4 +22 |+30 +1G | + 8| +24
ardlie e (SHBICE. <. .antoveoosedes sl +129 M1 =55, 88+ 152016 WFLT | %14 +21 1+ 7
Jewellery Stores (8)eeccecececsoes-l +89.4f =74.6]+ 4.9 - 7 [+28 |- 2| (b) |+ 7
Radio and klectrical Stores ....../ +11C.6] =27.6f +61. 0} +57 |+60 | +71 | +34 | +81

{a) Based on sales including Tho Federal Tax Introduced in June, 1042,
(t) Change of less than 1 per cent.
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CANADA - Indoxes of Retail Sales « (Average for 1935-1939 = 100)

A. Unad justed.

{(Figures for the curreat year are subject to final revision)

B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal variations.

(a) Includes men's Purnlsﬁings.

= b —~ — — —
General Country
Year and Month Index General Department Variety
TN K B A B A B
January, 1941 cecos.. MO 7 T2 1.5 gL IGE. 3 98,1 1285 9%.9 151.4
January, 1343 .cceeee 1283 | 1:55.2 109.7 143.4 107,818, i 128.4 195.2
January, 1945 ..ccees 2.8 | 74 7 1266 1685.8 1226 16E . & 189,56 221+5
January, 1946 ....... 160.0 196.1 276! g4 197.0" JER.2 14, 111 28T
December, 1946 ...c.. 282.2 212.4 2287 | 19L S 3250 ' 206 .2 449.4 234.6
January, 1947 .ceece. SNl “ g RO 7 148,77 < 198.3 164.8 218.6 160.1 249.0
. Family Men's(a)
Year and Month Fioss . i Clothing Clothin
A B A B A B A {i_
January, 1341 ....... U8R, 12250 103 0 ' FEET 3 82, 1" - 1N9.7 g2zil 2N
January, 1943 ......s Tsan 7t * 15649 153.8 163.4 11528 16757 ¥07.% 143.8
January, 1945 .....0e 166.2 176,0 179.0 188.4 P24s 1 184 L5 118.5 167.3
January, 1946 ...ece0 182.4 192.4 190.3 199.6 144.2 214.1 141.3 199.3
December, 1946 ,..... 224.6 208.9 205.9 200.7 JE6RG 22070 346,585 213.7
emmemy, X947 ... ... 201.4 207.4 97 & “ RO6 .6 g RS an L8R LC 22052
e Women's P el "
vaar and Month Clothin Shoes Drugs Furniture
- ) g A B A B A B
January, 1941 ....... #8B.5 121.9 The® X108 I TIBe0r Lad.1 83.3 124,.9
Junuary, 1943 ..... - 186s..5 . HTER6 9.4 130.9 151.8 LIS958 Gil ol ilavee
January, 1945 ....... 155; 1 188.9 980 Mgl 176 .7 L8H 8 100.1 151.9
January, 1946 .ccee.o 148.8 207.3 0.0 HASTa2 195,20 F0O7.a5 1456.9 222.2
December, 1946 .cce.. 334.1 224.0 292.3 218.3 296.9 239.8 213.2 184 .6
January, 1947 ...c..0 1B % 225815 33la6s | NBIELNT, PAONE, (55w [ X 177 o) g 2615546
a (b) Radio and
vear and Month Hardware Jewellery Electrical
A B A B A B
January, 1941 .ceeceee 8062 (131 .01 L BERs 1B .0 i 133.4
January, 1943 ....... 95,0 158.4 M20EE * 1TSS m2 52 139.6
Jenuary, 1945 ....... L2080 208512 149.9 210.0 97.9 PI7 %
January, 1946 .ccceee 158.7 263.4 168.8 ' 266 .40 145.8 174 .4
December, 1946 .ccece 286.6 263,.9 698.0 274.9 324 .4 254.5
January, 1947 .....e. 184.0 302.0 15071, 24184 234.,8 280,.8

(b) Rased on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942.
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Unad justed Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions - (Average for 1935 - 193U = 1€0) ‘

(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision)

Year and Month General Country Depart- Restau- Family
Index General ment Variety Food rant | Clothing {
Maritime Provinces
January, Y941 s.-eces  107.5 89.2 98.4 110.8 115.4 T82.1 B5.1 ‘
January, 1946 <ccccee 182. 168.0 130.3 158,0 208.6 219,3 160.0 |
December, 1946 ...... 327.9 251.6 339.6 526.8 246 .4 229,7 435,9
Jenuary, 1947 ....... 193.4 182.1  148,9  163,7 214.3 208,35  199.3 (
Quebec ‘
January, 1941 e.ccee. 100.8 88.1 102.2 103.0 "116.5 1068 gt
Januery, 1946 ....... 3L 131632 137.9 170.5 181.4 191.4 13387
December, 1946 ...... 275.0 220.9 369.4 485,.6 220.4 207.8 347
January, 1947 ....... 183.4 151.0 184 .0 190,0 2042  203.1 LA5ES
Ontario
January, 1941 ....... 104.8 86.7 g9z.8 L 181 IOENDTC - WG
January, 1946 ....... 158.1 134.3 135,0 132.6 183.4 186.7 140.9
December, 1946 ...... 284.5 204.6 318,.2 426.4 228,.9 194.9 294.1
January, 1947 .c.eeces 180.5 147.1 160.7 147.4 204.7 192.8 162.0
Prairie Provinces
Januvery, 1541 ....... 89.5 Vs 87,6 90,5 104 .4 96 .6 9y
January, 1946 ,...... 153.7 125.9 134.8 138.8 169.5 190.2 16447
December, 1946 ...... 266.4 223.2 301.2 439.5 21080 213.8 33T ws
Januery, 1947 ....... 178.7 130.5 159.7 W5@I'5 184 .7 194 .8 Tz 17
British Columbia
Janvary, 1941 ....... 101.3 87.3 93.4 Fih- - 1lb.o 94,7 88.9
Januery, 1946 ...c.0s 167.4 149.7 151.3 120.3 1 78ee 186.1 145.5
December, 1946 ...... 295.8 235.8 347.8 396.2 213.2 216.4 366.7

January, 1947 ...cee0 188 =5 166.2 147410 134.6 186.7 203.6 17122
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Uned justed Indexes u[ Reteil Sales by Regions - (Average for 1935 - 1939 = 100)
{Figures for the current year are subject to final revision)

== -— —— - . W
¢ omen * Radio end
gigtigii gl?::iZg Shoes Drugs Furniture Hardware Jewellery Ehnakaliant

Maritime Provinces

120.5 112.0 o4 137.4 36,9 30.1 126 .4 128.6
220.4 187.3 1885 222,0 193,0 675 244 .4 166.6
466.9 419,1 361.8 359;2 338,0 303,9 M43,3 405,0
204 .5 222 .4 142.8 218.4 234 .6 183.3 228.4 258,9
Quebec "
ey TR0 SHAFE 120.6" ALyl 18 5 £4.0 108.1
103.3 110.4 85,2 207.8 1382 162.9 142.8 150
289,.5 298,56 260.0 258.7 196.2 242.5 628.8 S 1
119.4 144 .7 106.7 210,3 18405 189,89 182.8 245.4
Onterio Py
2 AN0] 94,8 ULER Tslsiol 38,9 85,9 96 .4 109, 8
139.2 163,0 109.8 180,3 149.2 146.5 162.2 RIS
8738 3 GRS Sl ~0 279.1 19583 269.6 668.7 3279
165.0 204 ,2 134 ,1 1B8,2 177.9 167.6 159,.4 198,1
Prairie Provinces
79.5 Boil’ iEier, g i 3 N Wil 92.0 105.0
169.9 4E 1 131.6 196.2 206,86 163.0 199.6 2 5
302,.€6 288,32 199,29 322.,5 Isi8E A B2bk.5 745.8 268,7
168,6 174 .4 165.0 2081 222.7 197,06 199.3 282 .6
British Columbiae
96.1 93,2 113.4 115.8 1% 0 80.0C 82,0 2257
151.4 LTS 148.2 229,.4 200.0 1978 164.9 165.C
327.9 - 325.8 329.0 382,86 288.8 383,0 75% 6 364 .4
176.4 26003 177.9 241.7 248,.3 211,.9 1770 298,1

(1) Tncludes ments furnishings.
() Basad & sales anelwilog the Pelarald Tfax intreduced in Jume, 1943,
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS

January, 1946 and January, 1947

These figures are derived from a sample of reporting companies and are not to be
interpreted as total department store sales.

=

January, January, % Change,

1946 1947 1947/1946

¥ ¥

TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ceeeccceccessess 24,169,539 28,889,520 +19,5
1, Women's dresses, coats and BUitBs seeeeserceess 2,537,403 3,269,400 +28,8
) [GHSIER e ndMINBANEEY SWORT “« oo sevoesesostsonsees 661y 717 773,258 +16,9
S8 Hashiamviand sl HaTeBNN . oRIN: o7 o o s's 3 ¢laisle éis s6sacsses 747,168 1,071,015 +43.,3
4, Lingerie and COrSetS .ee.eeeseessseessesseesss 932,874 1,005,028 + 7.7
GRS BBy Kool dlole oks olo aloinie o)s o5 = o o s 8isie s s ssdoensss 154,226 210,309 + 8.3
6. Women's and children's apparel - (Total, 1-5). 5,073,388 6,329,010 +24,7
7. Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings ..... 2,340,386 ' 2,616,062 +11.8
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ... 846,026 877,536 + 3.7
9. Piece gOOdB .ceicvesscecescecsescccaseasenscense 2,345,706 2,717,842 +156.9
10, SMAlIWAre8 ..ccccoceeseoscsscosscssssnconsscee 9747988 - 11,067 5615 + 9.8
IS IFoodiiand EiEndRed produets «...ccsescessccancss 2,523,197 2,789,433 +10.6
12, Furniture (including mattresses and springs) . 1,763,094 2,083,858 +18,2
13. Home furnishingB scecsceesccecesesccescesessee 1,613,868 2,067,951 +28.1
14, Household appliances and electrical supplies . 621,651 968,737 +54.2
15, Hardware and kitchen utensils cececccccscoscae 991,676 1,226,092 +23.6
16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies ..... 368,186 716,180 +99.9
N IShiaesmamd Iother fOOLWeAY <.cssssescscsscsacses 1,431,096 1,734,193 +21.2
18. Stationery, books and magazines ...ceecoccececes 650,348 564,322 + 2.5
19, All other departments, total .ce.cvece hel dhovafaze we 2l LABISI20) 3,141,289 +14.7




