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Retall Sales Gain 12% in October

Sales of retall merchants in Canada contlnued upward through October, ad-
vencing 5% beyond September volume. A galn of 12% in October, 1947 over October,
1946, wnile reduced from the 167 increase recorded in the September comparlson, was
nevertheless greater than the average gain for earller monthes of thls year. Sales to
the end of October this year exceeded those in the same ten months of 1946 by 10%.
Inad justed general indexes (on the base, 1935 to 1939 = 100) were as follows: 254.1
for October, 1947, 227.2 for October, 1946, and 241.2 for September, 1947.

Eftmlli:iwggenﬂ More On Food

Food stores have been absorbing an increasing proportlon of consumer expen-
tturuss An recent months. October results show an increase of 20% over October, 1946,
the second largest among those for the verious trades and surpassed only by the 247
caln for radio and electrical stores. The accelerated rate of lncrease ln food prices
of late has been partly responsible. Sales of grocery and meat stores increased by
124 in the first ten months of this year compared with last. 1In contrsst with the
marked expansion in sales of food stores are the comparatively minor geins belng shown
by restsurants, which have barely maintained the 1946 level throughout most of this
vear., This has been the experlence throughout most parts of the country. Trends for
these two gagmants of ths foed group snre rearoduced in the follewing charte:
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Comparison of Retail Sales in Cesnada, and for Regions, by ¥Kinds of Business
(Comparisons ares based on dollar sales. HNo
corrections have been made for price changes.)

October, 1947 Compared With Jan.-Oct., 1§£§_Comparea_ﬁfth
Oct. | Sept.
Kind of Business __fstiohaz . 194§ low ligr b PRGS.. FNS
Parit.] Pr. | Br. " Kerit. Pr. | Br.
Can. |proy, |e«|Ontelpoy | col C%ﬂfDA Can. |proy, jQue- Ont'_ggogL Col.
T % TZ %[ F 12 # | #1% [ # [# %] #T%
GENERAL INDEX ......... TokeRe oo o loie ot AR O Bt 47 +]2 | +15 4+ 9 LELS +69.7‘+ 5.3 SaSlllet A <AlEldn 100 A 8 | g
General Merchandise Groups _ E
Country General Stores ......... ool * 9.61+10 12 1411 4+ 7 {HAG§ 27060 +-J.50% Bt +# i+ G IR [+ & S
Department Stores .....ocececeoccel ¥12.4}+12 + 8 |+14 |[+l2 | +12 | +79.0! - Q.8 *14.5‘ + 9 (+17 (+14 |+15 | +15
Vairile Ut MEEIRe S co oz. +oo spajngsit sie s s ks Do e e 2| g +14 |+ 8 {=-1 -~ 4| +52.81+ T 7+ T.b 2 1+l B 3 it 6
Food Groups
Food Stores ...... 5o Gl o 5% GO c .| ¥20.2| +12 +19 | +25 (+15 | +21 {+66.7]+ 9.7Ti+11.7] + § |+12 {+14 |+ 9O |+12
Restaul‘ants LRI R R N N A N A K B ) +1'1 -6 +3 "'2 (a) +2 ‘62-94'101"'0'7 -7 +1 +1 (a) *4 .
Clothing Groups
Family Clothing Stores ......... o ol B2 1L R +8 |(a) =6 |+ 9| +61.8/+18.50+ 7.4]| (a) !+11 |+ 9 |+ 1 [|+10
Men's Clothing Stores s.cccecescsel * 2.71~ 4 -1 1+ 4 1+ 3 413 | +54.4] +10.5)+ B8.,6( - 5 411 M+T] S+ S +14
Women's Clothing Stores ....eeeesol* 4.0+ 3 o A 16 RS (R | (a) | +66.1] +13.50+ 5.9 + & 1.3 x5 i+ %3 V)
TROB BURTEE . .cccevtnsiomess mavan] MW 4 +48¢ | #7943 U <& s+ EBE1-~161 GiF-559 | ¥ 13= [ + B 7o) EE6l 415
Household and Personal Effects Groups '
Deug SEOres. s esesssrnosesscns cnoactt St 2 $12 18 1+2 L« +59.8l+ S8kt 4.68] (a) |+ T J+ Blrd g*6
BRI E UG SEEITESIA. +\ » e sksisisls » 52 oqsnais) sl ARl tE =T #0028 |+ 4 P EHEN #85 JGE + 9508 270 +12  [-+LOI+IRES]= 47 Seatlie
Hardware Stores ...ceceesececceceess o +16,7|+12 $8: it 18 1410 3 LUEI80.30+ B 68 9.4 +6 | WS gAY 46§ 210
Jev’ellem’ StOl’eS (b) seceeseer e e ™ 5.9 -22 ne 3 = 8 = 6 - 4 +60'2 - 3.1 = 9.7 -17 = 2 -12 -12 - 5
Redio and Electrical Stores ......[+23.9}+ 2 +17 ]+20 1440 | +40 [+111.8|+ 6.0)+32.3| +19 +24 |+39 |+25 | +47

(2) Change of less than 0.5 per cent.
(v) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1542.
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES AND INVENTORIES IN CANADA, RY SELECTED DEPARTVENTS

Octqggti_¥246 and October, 1047

These fipures are derived from a samnle of reporting companies and are not to be
interpreted as totals for all department stores.

e —

e

SALES T TNVENTORY (*)
% Ch
Oct. Octe % Change, Sefécsgn§:;7
. by o F]
L 1 1546 1947 1947/1946 Sopt.30 1946
$ $
FOLALARD DEPARTRIENTS .+« o v o 50 oo vslee 46,1179,019)61 ,626,940 AL +22,.6
1, Women's dresses, coats and suits ...] 5,745,164 5,812,254 i a2 =195
FE G SNSRI GS | WGRT .o s slo o s« sesn) 2ol S 422 25569496 + 8.0 O
R HEshieRy and glpveis |t 2. v oss mos o LB EB || 1,867 S - 5.5 N,
W ngerle and CORSeTS " it deuel e s Bhuo | L 602,645 1,796,578 +11.4 +&C.4
50 h’Tillinery 4002095600092 EB0008IC0OC0E DO - 611,998 610,050 _"' 003 "2001 L -
6. Women's and children's apparel -
BERAREE FEEE Ll g, ool eeeos] 12,304,867 12,646 088 N L/ + 0.8
7. ¥en's and boys' clothing and
TR BRSNS ceos o3 7 Gg e o o et sioell BTGNS T7EN. | <65 SeEnE WS +49.4
8+ Drugs and toilet articles and
Preparations: cesbtesvesesssscnssos] 1,045,674 1,037,328 - 0.6 =10.7
SR BHlcRei] aGBCS| | ahersvaistons sh oo slei o ine = Boiollle] D0 H 8,000 51, P16 446 galitiad +81
PR ST NIE AT GS) fai%s o] &) Hageta 3 306 s [dl s |« Wi s s BB Al @O pWSS ] A, 800 H82 * 6.4 £1'2.10
N, | Foedsandekiflired . BrodlChs .. ee o oiefu 5,084,739 54 007 ;027 +52.4 +22.0
12. Furniture (including mattresses
Bl SPPRRAE . .. b s deuaseeoeedes| 2,809,439) 5,195 458 +13.3 +34.0
HESR S Home “FRnRi SRINES oo o ue Famens soavsos] Opoad,6L6] 3,95685062 +21.4 +66 .9
14, Household appliances and electrical
STSSIIAIES S S ke b oo b olos alons « & 2 « oiws 553l 11,2900,26T [ 2,082,861 +60.8 +50.0
15, Hardware and kitchen utcﬁsils anos otene)l | 10055200 1, 909 650! +18.6 +20.0
16, Radios, musical instruments and
SUPPLLES s covvevssvrossescsvransnn T2 Z5N 045,818 +19.4 +52.56
17. Shoes and other FOOLWEAT «eeeoeeosss $,455,508| 3,773,067 + 9.8 + 9,5
18. Stationery, books and magazines .... 732,825 718,908 - 1.9 =13.6
AAGR < AL ) o?hg;‘gggggfggnts, Total oas et 45869,0771 5,595,885 +10.8 + 5.8
(#) Please observe that these comparisons are based on the inventory situation at the

beginning of October in the two years.
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CANADA - Indexes of Retail Sules - (Averapge for 1935-1989 = 100)

A s Tvsted.,

(#Fizures for the current year are subject to final revision)

B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.

General Country .
¥=ar and Month : {q@ex = <_._923?t31 Department Variety
el DR, A R A B A B
8ctober, 1941 .... 149.7 156.9 .0 We.9 160.0 136.5 173.0 166.2
October, 1943 .... 173.3 158.6 163.5 146.1 177.8 157.3 195.7 182.4
Qctober, 1945 .... 203.&6 1£9.8 150.5 1Wlee 220.9 189.3 o1e.8" ‘RIETH
October, 1548 27,2 - 210,48 208,77 184.2 234.8 "218.8 246.7 2408
Septoabar, 1947 ..  231.2 20045 7158 20348 257.7 282.4 248.5 282,1
Bctober, 1947 .... 254.1 234.1 226.5 200.5 26G.4  245.4 264.4  256.0
T Femily len's (a)
Year ané Month Food Restaurants Clothing Clothing
TR LY A B Ay B A B
October, 1941 .... _ 145.2 143.0 134.1 151.2 1€1.2 148.6 169.4 133.4
October, 1943 .... 166.9 159.5 186.9 184.7 213.5 173.8 196.7 159.6
Getober, 1945 ... 182.4 185.4 BOT.4 20229 264.9 223.3 252,0 215,0
Cctober, 1546 .... 201.4 203.0 216,1 210.8 286.8 242.1 B54.7 21gle
September, 1947 .. 220.7 228.8 216, 208.7 247.5 269.3 256.6 250.1
Jokaver, 1947 ...,  242.1 240.5  MB.e 2123 293.0 246.3 51,8 2252
| us Wesants .. 1 e
Mo Gad Hoitdh Clothing shoes Drugs Furniture
A B Ars I A S = ER B~
October, 1941 .... 164.1 151.3 131.5 128.C 141.6 135.9 151.6 110.4
@otober, 1948 ..., 206.1 171.7 168,0 154.9 1715 10029 125.9 103,.5
Gctober, 1946 ,... 246.3 210.2 roR.v 7.0 196.5 190.4 169,6 1456,9
Octoter, 1946 .... 260.6 222.4 209.6 207,9 212.4 206.€ 2icq@ 178.8
Beptember, 1947 .. 240.0 255,2 264.,8 251, 213.,9 21%.4 228.8 198,.8
October,1947 ..... 272.5 231.7 221.,2 2145  226.5 217.8  242.0 208,3
\B) Radice am;__
Year and Month Hardwsre Jewellery Electrical
AT I PRET o B A B
Cctober, 1941 ....  164.9  140.6 140.1 150.9 15¢.1 127.5
Cetober, 1943 .... 16C.9 141.1 179.3 201.5 116.5 101.6
Cetober, 1945 .... 228.0 198.3 229.6 247.5 144,% Iih . @
October, 1946 .... 267.4 233.5 258,7 257.3 260.1 218,0
SBeptember, 1947 .. 295,8 252.3 231.7 256.9 304.1 272.,1
Gotober, 1947 .... _ $12.1 _ 272.5 _l22a,5  248,0 | %222 10

{2) Includes men's furnishings.

(b) Based on sales includirs the Federal Tax irntroduced in June, 1942.
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Unad justed Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions = (Average for 1935 - 1939 = 100)

(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision)

G - Restau- Family
Year and Month General Country Depart Vs F LY
Index General ment ey pod rant Clothing
Maritime Provinces
October, 1941 .... 161,9 124.8 505 7 22043 154.2 185.3 63 1
Octoter, 1946 .... 249.1 205.4 287.8 284,0 224512 2281 1S 293%.5
September, 1947 .. 293 26 224.1 299:7 27049 240.2 238.6 2515 . 2
OEtelen 9T L. .51 26646 2262 B8R 7 288.7 25057 229,7 29585
Quebec
October, 1941 .... 152,.0 144.8 HEs 37 164.4 140.7 15235 205 43
October, 1946 .... 226.5 209.7 288,7 283.5 1 ol 21&.4 300.4
September, 1947 .. 233.6 209.6 $82.8 302.6 195.8 221.9 264,2
Octobery 1P | vosw  254,6 a2 312.3 322.7 226 .4 22ME BigsME
Ontario
Cetober; BE3 15000 12855 120.4 58 5 164,53 =59 1%2.4 ISt
GEehober, 11946 ...« 21249 37/ 11 Rl 223.5 198.6 210.4 239.0
September, 1947 .. 232.1 203.3 258.1 )0 22785 204275 215,C
Ocﬁpber, BIAET ids eieie. medtie T 190.2 261.8 241.8 248.7 213,.6 239.1
Prairie Provinces
Qctober,; 1941 ... 149.7 155 154.5 173.4 148.0 19%.8 178, 1
October, 1946 .... 248.3 245, 2 265.6 261.7 29810 226.9 365.2
September, 1947 .. 258.7 231.5 2956.5 221 .3 261.0 207.9 278.8
GOGCEEIELMNIAT . e el 2700 240.7 298,4 259.1 250.9 22539 342 ,8
British Columbia
October, 1941 .... 143.3 N2 1680 <0 133.3 142.6 103 150,6
October, 1946 ...v 233%.9 2 d L 2o il 200.6 198.8 199,93 274.7
September, 1947 .. ' 264.5 250,9 306.1 19356 230.9 AL o 274,5
October, 1947 .veo 264.4 240.3 286,5 1.92:.5 241.4 202.9 298.5
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Unad justed Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions - (Average for 1935 - 1939 = 100)
(Fipures for the current year ure subject to final revision)

Yen's(a) Women's Sh D Furnit Hards (b)  Radio and
Clothing Clothing b i urniture Hardware Jewellery Electrical
Maritime Provinces
197.7 174.8 7 TR 155 J& T T INGEL LET 2 154,.6
28l 306 .4 285.4 225.4 297.2 272.0 BILE 6 303.9
230.4 2T <8 256.5 25 293.5 299.3 290.0 315.4
v L ilh,1 244,08 2430 ST 7. 305.2 B7 51 SELE 7
i Quebec
1896 2RO T i 123w, T TS 174.8 129.9 169,56
£30.1 2281 183.5 212.0 202.2 286.3 222 .4 %05.9
207.5 L TR 209l R DI 209.5 3308 2166/, 1 302.6
_ 285.0 261.3 18841 237.7 221.9 347.3 229.4 B
=8 Ontario
RE9LL G 134,2 154.9 1%4.9 L 141.6 ST ole
244.2 265.6 205583 1965 181.4 23 226.2 22349
2367 243.8 272.8 2O, el il 262.2 Zra) B 268.9
o 3540 269.9 288 .5 &8, 202D 274.9 209.2 269.6
B THes,) Prairie Provinces
R i 153.8 107.6 185.0 29 .2 162.8 1425 1IBsL0
518.4 287 .4 244.5 268a7 228.8 286.1 AR 283.4
276.7 22 .7 S\ 8 219.4 220.3 BaL o1 p s A 353.0
3272 285.0 L A 25649 DA TO% SNSS 25815 $97.9
British Columbia
THAZQ) S8 . S 139.9 145.4 131 .1 1GNNS 2! 163.4
245 6 280.6 256.,3 oS 280,.6 SOaNT 228.2 273.9
280 .4 266.2 346.8 267.1 293.2 336.6 254,3 390.4
278.0 280.5 264.6 269,0 ARG 392.6 218,.6 382.8

(a) Includes men's furnishinrs.

(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1%42.
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