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Retail Business At Near-Peak Level 

Consumer spending in Canadian 
retail stores moved steadily upward in 
November, reaching a point 12% above 
November, 19146 volume. This increase 
compares with a 10% gain in the first 
eleven months of 1947 over 1946. Sales 
In November were higher than for any 
earlier month of the year, advanced % 
above October, and almost equalled the 
record volume of sales established in 
December, 1946. Unadjusted general in-
dexes (on the base 1935 to 1939 = 100) 
stood at 2714.5  for November, 1947, 
245.8 for November, 19146 and 2514.1 for 
October, 1947. 

Variable Trends In Gen. Mdse. Group 

'ihile department stores main-
tained the same margin of increase in 
November (114%) as in preceding montha 
of 1947,  the increase for country gene-
ral stores expanded to 12% as compared 

J.F.M.A.M,J.J.A.S. 0.1.D. 

VARIETY STORES 

I 

I 	I 	I 
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COUNTRY GENERAL 
1947 

hidexes are no]: adjtzs2ed for seasonal vnaJion 	 Sree13 



wit1 	ri 	ri'e of 9% i 	t} 	e 	rrcnth oo'np'r'ison. The va'i- 
ety rtore iicr'as' of 	in ::ovo:ber wa; slightly bcio'v the cumulative 

tel 
ein of' 7% and iec1ir.es appeared in November results for the Laritime 

Frovj.ncrc and British Columbia, 

Gains In Cther Trde C .form 'Ti Lh Patterns of Earlier Months 

There was no signific'nt change In +he  pattern of increases for 
most ether trides from that reveated in rests for earlier months of the 
year. In all 14 trades, therelore, November increases approximated the 
average gains for the first eleven months of the year. Increases in food 
and hou3ehold durables were highest, and radio and electrical stores en-
joyed a particularly outstanding ir.reae of 40% compared with November, 
1946. Jewellery store sales were down from November a year ago in all 
sections of the country except Quebec province, and the average reduction 
"or t}" court'.' •.' 	R.. Ar-rol 	nre i reto.s were rernirkabiv uniform 

	

• 	 • 

The average margin of in •se t"T" hc oUi:'ry cs a whole con-
tinues to be well mintainer1 in all areas except the Maritime Provir,c's. 
An incrcsingly large number of increases have been reported for various 
trades in the latter section of the country in recent months. Novemb: 
results intcate iicreases over 194 for only 5 of the 14 trades. Gains 
of 61' for deparmcnt stores and 7% for fool stores, represantin a con-
sideruble proportion of the total trade h weight, were sufficient to cff 
set the dad ines in other in 	nces and bring the total of all sales i 
above that for November, 1946. 

Candy Stores api FurricrstillSho'iri 	cJthes 

Chain candy firms rop)rted sales i. 	lower in November and 7% 
lower for the t'cven-month pericd of this year compared with 1946. Lales 
cf retail furriers were 1% lower than ciiLcr, 1946 voluiie. 



Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, and for Reions,y Kinds of Business 
(Comparisons are based on dollar sales. No 

corrections have been made for price changes.) 

November, 1947 Compared With Jan.-Nov., 1947 Compared With 
Nov. Oct. 

Kind of Business  November, 1946 1941 	1 1947  Jan..Nov., 1946 

Can. 
Mar.

Prov. Que. Ont. Pr. 
Prov. 

Br. 
Col. CAJADA Can. 

Mar. 
Prov. 

- 
Qua. Ont. 

Pr • 
Prov. 

Br. 
Col. 

% - T % 

GENERAL 	INDEX..................... +fl,7 + 1 +11 +15 +11 +13 + 90.8 + 8.0 +10.0 + 4 +11 +12 + 8 +12 

General Merchandise Groups 
Country General Stores 	........... +12,0 + 4 +16 +15 11 +16 + 86.7 - 0.5 + 8.6 + 7 P 9 +11 + 7 +14 
Department Stores 	................ 14.3 + 6 +13 +15 +18 +11 +123.8 +21,5 +14.4 + 8 +16 +14 +15 +15 
Variety Stores 	...........•....... + 4,7 - 5 + 8 + 7 + 2 - 3 + 71.5 +15,4 + 7,2 + 2 +11 + 8 + 3 + 5 

Food Group: 
Food 	Stores 	...................... +15.9 + 7 + 9 +23 +12 +22 + 69.0 + 0.5 +12.1 + 5 +11 +15 + 9 +13 	c, 

Restaurants 	....... ............... + 1.5 - 4 + 4 + 2 (a) + 1 + 65.6 - 2.4 + 0.8 - 7 + 2 + 2 (a) + 4 

Clothing Groupt 
Family Clothing Stores 	•.......... + 7.6 -11 +13 +11 + 4 + 5 +101.5 +15.0 + 7.4 - 2 +11 + 9 + 1 +10 
Mer.'s 	Clothing Stores 	............ + 8.6 -11 + 8 +10 +13 +16 + 90.8 +27.2 + 8,5 - 6 4 11 11 + 4 +15 
.?omen's Clothing Stores 	........,. + 7, - 5 +12 + 8 + 7 + 2 + 97.4 +12.9 + 6.1 + 4 +13 + 4 4 3 4 8 
Shoe 	Stores 	..... ................. + 6.6 - 8 + 5 +11 + 5 4  3 + 89.9 + 97 + 6.0 + 2 + 5 4 7 + 6 4 5 

Household and Personal Effects Groups 
Drug 	Stores 	..... .•••••• ....... ••• + 1.1 - 7 + 6 + 3 - 3 - 4 + 60.9 - 4.1 + 4, - + 7 + 5 + 3 4 4 
Furniture Storec 	......... +15.3 + 3 +11 +30 +13 (a) +139.3 + 3,0 +12.1 +12 +10 +19 - 2 +10 
Hardware 	Stores 	. ................. +10.3 - 3 +13 +15 + 5 +13 +108.9 - 4.5 + 9.5 + 6 +12 +11 + 5 +11 
Jewellery Stores 	(b) 	•............ - 8.3 -13 (a) -11 -14 - 3 + 99.4 +25.4 - 9.5 -17 - 2 -12 -12 - 4 
Radio and E1etrica1 Stores 	...... +39.8 +31 +27 +44 +26 +70 +200.6 + 8.2 +33.4 +22 +25 +39 +25 +50 

(a) Change of less than 0.5 per cent. 
(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 



- 

r;i 

DEPART1NT STORE SALES AND INVENTORIES IN CANADA, BY LETDI)EPARTLENTS 

	

November, 1946 and November, 1947 	 0 
These figures are derived from a sample ofreporting conpanies ann ar• 	t to be 

interpreted as totals for all department stores. 

	

SALES 	IN 1JINTURY () 
- % Change, 

DE I-ART.MENT 	Nov. 	Nov. 	% Change, Oct.31,1947  
1946 	1947 	14711946 0c.31.194_  

$ 	----- 

TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS .............. 55,590,702 63,194 t 	+7 

1. Women's dresses, coats and suits ... 6,766,429 7,901,280 	+16.8 	-10.4 

: 7 F,- - 	-+i:L 

-- 	 -f-• J 	222 

4. Lingerie and corsets ............... 1,923,165 2,042,264 	+ 6,2 	+5' 

5.  Millinery 	.......... . ............... 566,571 584,600 + 3,2 -1 
6.  Women's and children's apparci - 

(Total, 	1-5) 	.......... . ...... ....14,146,04515,785,546 +11.6 +5,; 
7.  Men's and boys' clothing and 

furnishings 	..... ....,. .... ....... 6,720,359 7,972,636 +18.6 +60.1 
3. Drugs and toilet articles and 

preparations..................... 1,55,811 1,465,952 -6.4 -8.7 

9. Piece 	goods 	... ..................... 3,450,706 :3,763,957 +9.1 +82.8 

10.Srnallwares ............... ,......... 2,184,935 2,248,661 +2.9 +10,9 

11.  Food and kindred products 	.......... 3 3 197,072 4,240,059 +32.6 +21,0 
12.  Furniture (including mattresses 

and 	springs) 	................. 2,805,500 3,248354 lF,R 

13.  Home furnshings 	. ............, .. .. 3,641697 4,178,626 +14,7 +{ 	7 

14.  Household appliances and electrical 
supplies 1,420,476 2,277,669 +60.3 

15.  Hardware and kitchen utensils 1 19 765,467 2,003,034 +13.5 +14.8 
16, Radics, musical instruments and 

supplies 	....................... 950,344 1,256,259 +32,2 +53.2 

17.  Shoes and other footwear ........... 3,905,405 4,674,268 +19.7 +15.2 

18.  Stationery, books and rnn. I. 

19 All other departments,  
(*) Please observe th+ these oornDarisons - '; - n I - ;7':::r: 

the be irnn 	of Novenber in the two vr 



AUradjusted. 	B. 
(Figures 

Adjusted for Number of 9usi;es 
for the current year Eire subject 

Days and Seasonal 	Juriaioxs. 
to final 	revi.ion) 

DeDartment Variety ar and ).onth Index Ceneral 
A B A 	B A B A 

ov6 1941 	...143.9 136.0 121.7 	118.4 155.4 
___ 

13 74,9 	- 178.2 	1 171.9 
Novem1er, 1943 	... 172.8 164.7 156.1 	150.8 196.0 168.8 199.1 	197.8 
ovember, 1945 	,.. 213.3 200.9 182.5 	175.1 258.3 222.4 249,9 	246,3 
:ovenber, 1946 	... 245.8 223.5 202.8 	189.1 304.4 261.1 292.0 	271.9 

tober, 1947 .... 25.1 24.0 228. 	202.0 286.2 245.2 265,0 	256.6 
220.1 347.8 310,3 305.7 	294.4 

Family Men's 	(a) 
ar and Month Food t&Uflt$ Clothing Clothing - 

A B A 	B A B A 	B 
7ember, 1941 	... 143.7 10.8 18.9 	16.7 166.8 137.4 173.8 
Jovernber, 1943 	... 155.8 159.6 179.9 	190.1 212.9 178.8 206.1 	166.8 
,')venber, 1945 	... 165.9 185.6 204.6 	214.8 260.3 218.1 256.2 	207.3 
.,ovember, 1946 	... 209.5 197.8 210,2 	220.7 312.4 248.3 305.4 	230.8 

tober, 1947 .... 	241.6 239.8 	218.7 212.6 	292.3 245.8 	260.6 222.4 
)verdber, 1947 ... 	242.9 238.9 	213.4 227.8 	336,1 275.8 - 331.6 258.2 

-- 	Women's 
tear and Month 	Clothing 	 Shoes 	 Drugs  iture Furn 

A 	B 	A 	B 	A 	B 	A 	B 
nber, 	1941 	... 	155.4 	137.2 	128.8 	130.4 	134.6 	136.2 	10.2.5 	96.8 

iovember, 1943 	... 	203.0 	182.0 	162.1 	171.2 	169.5 	172.6 	14.2 	115,9 
Nnvember, 1945 	... 	243.7 	217.7 	209.4 	215.3 	195.6 	197.8 	164.2 	153.2 
'oveher, 	1946 	... 	285.8 	245.8 	229.4 	221.3 	214.3 	212.5 	212.7 	191.2 

fl'tober, 	1947 	.... 	271.8 	231.1 	222.9 	216,0 	225.9 	217,4 	238.2 	202.1 

Y-ar and !onth 	Hardware 	Jewe 	ery 	Eletri cal 
A 	B 	A 	B 

:,overtber, 1941 	... 	142.6 	145.5 	14h3 	144.1 	110.7 	- 
'vember, 1943 	.,. 	156.0 	153.0 	218.0 	213.8 	116.4 	10119 

sovember, 	145 	... 	221.0 	217.6 	291.7 	286.1 	153.5 	134.4 
Jovember, 1946 ... 	270.1 	260.9 	307.3 	301.4 	255.3 	223.6 

	

ctober, 1947 .... 	312.1 	272.5 	224.8 	242.3 	329,7 	276.4 

	

4ovember, 1947 ... 	297.9 	297.9 - 	281.8 	287.4 	356.8 	325,0 - 

a) Includes men's furnishings. 

	

(h) 9osed sn sl''' 	nc1udn- t,h 	F'f'dsrrt 	T°> ¶fr - r!'ces. ir 	IY42. 



Unid 	'lstec 	iICIe ul 	r 	ii .zl:S c 'ra,a jar  
TT.urs Tr the currerLt year are suLject to final rovisionT 

General Country Depart•• Restau- Family 
Year and Month Tn€ - neral merit 

Ta ty Food rant Clothing 

U ritirne Frovirces  
c'vernber, 	1941 	,... J.5 181.3 	240.T 	156.5 	178.9 166.7 
.:vemer, 1946 	..... 274.4 21.0 337.4 351.0 232.0 228.6 351.5 

'ber, 1947 .... 267.7 2 0.7.v 322.7 294.3 249,7 232,0 292.7 
ov. 	iber, 1947 	..... 277,8 224.0 356,4 334.8 248.8 218.9 314.4 

çu hc c' 
ovember, 1941 	..... 17,7 l3.0 1-4 8.5 	175.5 i4.4 128.4 171.1 

:tvenb.r, 1246 	..... 237.5 193.6 342.0 318.0 197.6 209.3 324.2 

0 : ',.r.r. 	1'. -? •..... 254.1 236,8 311.9 322.1 225.1 225.5 323,8 
147 	. 387.8 342.5 215.6 217.0 367.3 - 

r .ario  
r, .,. 7. 153.2 174 3 148,6 126.1 163.7 

vember, 1946 	..... 241.5 167.4 298.() 270. 212.7 203.0 26U.4 

ntob'r, 1947 ...... 	243.6 	190.ti 	261.5 	241.7 	248.5 	214.0 	240.2 
:: - emher. 1947 ..... 	278,1 	215.6 	342.4 	289.8 	261.2 	207.7 	288.2 

Frric Frr~ vinces  
S.cvnber, 1941 	143.8 	125.8 	157.9 	176,8 	141.8 	131.0 	171,1 
:mernber. 1946 ..., 	254.5 	216.3 	289.6 	305-1 	215.1 	224.9 	387.6 

(ctober, 1947 ...,, 	270.0 	241.7 	298.4 	259.2 	250.6 	226.4 	336,3 
:;erhcr. ::47 	20 	342.6 	31 . 7..1 	239.8 	224,5 	402.2 

'itish 	lurbia 
141,5 139.2 	111.0 152.1 

•'veribor, 	1946 	..... 	249.5 10.5 293.4 247.3 201.6 	204.4 291.4 

1947 	,...,. 	265.5 245.9 28.5 195.8 241.8 	22.7 297.2 
JoeMber, 	17 	.., 	725 20,o F 'n.o 273,.5 246.1 	206.0 306.8 



Thadjusted Indexes of RetailC es by Regions- (verage for 1935 - 1939 a  100) 
(Figures for the currer.t year are zubject to rtnal reTTor.) 

I t °' Radio and :.:') 	doer.s 	
Shoes 	Drugs 	Furniture Hardware Jewellery Electrical :othizig 	Clothing 	- 

Mnritine Provinces 

	

185.2 	143.1 	150.4 
	

139.5 	2(3.2 
	

165.7 
58.1 	366.5 	249.8 	245.5 	289.7 

	
277.1 	409.6 

	
262.8 

	

318.7 	244,5 	2l.2 	31/.6 	31311 b 	248.3 	362.0 

	

:.t: .7 	228.1 	299.5 	269.0 	355.7 	344.6 

Quebec 
1549 88.5 142.6 116.8 119.3 

232.2 216.. 205.6 189.1 273.5 258.4 288.4 

258.7 188,9 236.1 216.6 344.8 228.4 372.1 
260,5 227.2 218.6 208 9 307.6 258,4 367.0 

__ _ 0ntrio  
16L 

___
7 194 137.2 139 146.6 

603.8 229.4 200,9 11,0 
 

184.8 228.9 302.8 22.5,9 

272.0 225.9 208,9 229.0 274.2 206.8 271.4 
20713 239,9 263.7 271,1 322.7 

:•ririe Provinces 

40.5 304,6 224.2 223.2 239.4 09.3 347.8 269.3 

.327.4 228.3 253.0 238..3 238.4 316.6 253.2 398.0 
383.6 325.3 265.6 2j6.7 2s'0.7 300.7 339.2 

British Colurnhi.a 
l38,l ifI 120 T37 _131 123.5 

271.1 282.4 258,6 2663 642.1 347.0 316.2 301.5 

276.3 277.7 266.1 270.3 301..5 395.0 241.2 391.7 
314.7 2b7.9 267.o 2561,8 342.9 32.1 307.9 511.9 

(a) Inc1uces men's furnishin8 
(b) Pased on sales includinff the Federal Tax irtrodured in June, 1942. 
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