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RETAIL SALES
DECEMBER 1947

Deceaper Petail Salss Spuri Boosted 1947/1946-Increase to 11%
Widening the pap between sales in 1947 and 1946, which became
miarked from September on, the generel index of retail sales for December

glimbed over 16% above the same month in 1946. The pgreater volume of
dollar sales in December as compared with other months of the year in
most trades brought the 12-month cumulative increase up to 11% from the
10% figure for the first 11 months.

'ne December general index of retail sales unad justed for sea-
scnal factors and for price changes stood at 328.6 (on the base 1935 =
1038 = 100). This represented a 20% pain over the November index of

74,4 which had almost equalled the record volume of sales established

id Devewdar, 1348,

Hoavy Tradiog in Household uwrables

Continuing consumer demand for radio and electrical goods was
vel lmacted i1n the 26% increase in December sales over last year. Unlike
sther store types, howcver, the cumulative lZ2-month incromse was greater
than that for the final month of the veur -- 32% over 1546, While the
27% increase in Decenber furniture store sales was more than that for
radio and electrical, the 123% cumulative gain was considerebly smaller.
llardware sales were up 14% and 1C% for the month and year respectively.

Continued Expansion in Food Store 3ales

e - — -—

Sules of food stores make up approximately 1/3 of the total for
hive 14 types of outlets. For this reason the large gains in food store
$nles in the past f'ew months have heavily influenced the general index.
In December, food sules exceeded these in the same month of 1546 by 18%,
aad in $he total for thw 17 maaths 194771948 W aluost 13K

Rastawrant yereiphty remaivel elose to 15344 Llawels, showing in-

asas of only 5% und 1% respectively for December and the lZ2-month
Daricd,

Potge O GawiEd.
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Apparel Store Gains Larger But Follew Earlier ‘attern

December buying in men's, women's, and family clothing stores re-
sulted in soles indexes whith were 16%, 156% and 16% respectively above
December, 1946. The rain of 10# in shoe store receipts was smaller. These
increases may be compared to 12~month cumulative gains of 10% in men's
clothing, 7% in women's clothing, 9% in family clcthing and 7% in shoes.
Throughout the year sales in the three types of clothing stores followed
much the same seasonal pattern, with the exception of the unusual upturus
in shoe store volume in September following widespread announcements of’

impending e jor price iadtredses in feoitwesr. (See Clothing Group Charts,
Page 4.
Department 5 Housaheld [ueai

Food Departments

The overall cain of 22% in December sales of department stacas
represented varying movements in component departments. Larerest soine wara
made by appliinte 1ud Yo0G dspartments, appairel salss Tolluwing thaga
closely.

Thia Bulletie edntming the departmental analysts on m cnmeiative
basis for the full year. The hard poods departments=--furnishings
J o : L it
appliance anid racdio departments-—-scontributed particularly te the 12-month
1 A ] !
rain of 15%.

Cosntry stoaral sborss pelved 14K argd woarie®y 5@ roe 4% in De-

cember.

Candy stores reversed the earlier trend whigh brought Their
sules close to 1946 fipures and in December advanced 24% above the pra-
rious year s comparcd to the 12-month cumulative index which fell 2%

™ b

AL . ) i i : R A | o ol - i 3
balow 196, Turrisrs aalas showsd & inaurease of 223% in Decombers

V .
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Comparison of Retail Sales in Canade, and fcr Regicus, by Kinds of Business
(Conparlqons are based on doliar 58.6s. NO
corrections have lLicen made for price changes, )

o i "~ Decomber, 1047 Compared With K Jun.-Dec., 1947 Compared #ith
- Dec. Nov. | ol
Kind of Rusiness .D.GCOT‘I':(’T' 1846 J‘_]:_?_“tl 19.4‘?. ll Jano"DE‘C' # 1540
Tar . P Ter, & : Mar. | Pr. |Br.
Can. IProv. ’Qt?. Ont. Pf%&gﬁéﬂk~ CANADA :Canc Prov.'Quei+EPt“ Braw i-Cal .
A | % (AR | R % T/g,%‘%!;:‘u Al A
/ { P
GENERAL INDEX eevecesescvencansnsns +16,4] +12 |+17 a+18 +14 | +1€ +69, C' +1¢,.8Y +10. 71+ 5 !+12 +13 + g | 43
] ] ' ] '
] [] ] 1]
General Merchendise Groups i | ! i ! L ;
Country General Stores .iescecseces +1d.4| +13 l+15 l+18 +11" ta22 | +735.%] +12.2) + 9.2]+ 8 |+1C |+11 & 7 {95
Departmont StOros eevecesescscsscad #22.1 ) +25 (422 1423 | 420 [+423 | +66.5] +14.2] +15.4] 410 {+17 |+16 | +16 {+16
Variefy SEOres ..veceesoocccssonsnn +22.7$ +19 [+24 |+24 | +19 [+21 | +62.4) +B0.5{] + 9.6{+ 4 |+13 |+10 | + 5 i+ &
] ] L] i
' ' ' { ' ]
Food Groups | i ] | ! i ! !
FOOd SEOreS svecveccciocnercinsoanne 18,0 +10 |+16 [+23 | +10 |+1€ | +63.6| + 8.8 +12.6]+ 6 !+1z +16 | + 9 {+2%
RESHAUrANtS «coveerececonnrenconnao + 2¢6! -3 )+3 j+4 7 +2 ((a) | +62.6} - 0.8 + 0.9}- 7 |# 2 |+ 2 | (a) y+3
! 1 U '
t " ' [}
Clething Groups ‘ ? | ! h i '
Family Clothing Stores .....c.c...s +16.4| +10 [+20 [+15 | +14 |+22 | +75.7| +17.4; + 8.5} (a) ;+12 +10 | + 3 |+12
lien's Clothing Stores .c.eeeeseeaca *16.1) + 5 [+18 [+13 | +19 | +39 | +68. ﬂ! +235.80 + 9.5{ - 4 (+12 |+11 | + 5 |+18
domen's Clothing Stores secesvecssef *165.3 ] +12 [+17 ,+15 +16 | +16 il 7l taR 2+ T 2l 1Sl 30 ' 5 + 5 |79
SHOEEBIBORES! & s.'s Sejale ¢ cae Haio s o & ovs 3e s FHCIAN ®1H (BT EREpdn Gl HISTE dS-BE +54,1| +352.4) + 6.5i+ 3o il & [T & TN
: : ! '
Household and Personal Effects Group: " i |
B RIS - suiols » o s idaa be o ancho F R RE PERILET BN @ j=-2 +70.S] +43.8] + 4.4} - e T S S 4
FUrniture StOres «.eececeeecesessvss #27.0| 14 |(c) |+30 | +26 |+11 [+106.2} +11.0f +13.3 +12 i(c) +20 | (a) (+1C
HHrdhalie. SUOTES ooscecersorcanensoeoh F14. 11 #14 [# 8 |$16 1314 [228 | 98.40 + 9.90+16.00% 7 (#4c 1+ N + € 1F13
Jewellel'y StOI‘GS (b) se s eecs s suv et - 104 -14 + 8 + 3 = 3 o l *68‘2 +}.E‘2.4 - 8-0 -16 (a) -10 -12 sy 3
Radio and Electrical Stores ......of +25.7 | #36 {+27 (+17 | +41 (+38 }+130.4| +14.5§ +32.4]+24 |+25 +36 +26 |+48

(a) Change of less than 0,5%.
(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942.
(¢) Not availuble.
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RETAIL SALES CHARTS::— '

Poae - andrks g0 8901 g e cn fhe o apiE: gt e The sariee (MR-1 to MR-5) will be re-
phce  coapigte tde series whicn Tirst produced 1in subsequent 1issues with
spreared in the September reteil sales more recent meterisl plotted.
bulletin. These grephical presenta-
tions of the trend lines for 1941, Indexes are based on dollsr volume of
1946 and 1347, when brought together seles, without edjustment for price
to form s complete record, 1llustrete changes or fcor seseonsl varietions.
clearly the ms jor ssles movements for
Jaumiaern refsll o Lredes. sdnce-the lgst All indexee are on the beege--aversge ‘
Gt ¥eai, w9hY . mocaghky d#aden Lo LINSURY O L |
L CLOTHING GROUP  alio
400 5 = 400
WOMENS CLOTHING STORES MENS CLOTHING STORES
300 300
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100 o0
o o
400 400
300 300
200 200
100 100
[¢] o

Series MR-¢



HOUSEHOLD & PERSONAL
EFFECTS GROUP

MONTHLY INDEXES OF
RETAIL SALES (1935-39=100)
OF STORES HANDLING —
HOUSEHOLD DURABLES,
DRUGS AND JEWELLERY.

INDEX

400

300

200

100

400

300

200

T S S S TS ——

RADIO € ELECTRICAL STORES,

INDEX

FURNITURE STORES

350

—d 300

1946
o
1941
100

200

1Sy

HARDWARE STORES

.
o’
......
. .
.t

1941
-« Y
100

400

300

200

L
F.

=
-
el
=
<

EENE
M. A M. J. J.

|
4

DRUG STORES

300

200

100
MONTHLY INDEXES
935 -39-=1L.00
O N O U S T A e
L M A M d. 3k A8, 0. Ne D JsF. M. An M. J. Jdab AL 1SEH OO, TS

Series MR-S



|

-6 a

DEPARTMENT STORE SALES AND INVENTORIES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS

December, 1946 and December, 1947

These f'igures are derived from a sample of repcrting companies and are not to be
interpreted as totals for all department stores.

== =TT

SALES INVENTORYZ*E
% Change
Decs Dec. % Change % o
DEPARTMENT p * Nov.30,1947
1946 1947 1947/1946 T et Kk
v B
TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS «......000900.0 58,803,420 71,727,077 ¥Ry 08, 1
l. Women's dresses, coats and suits ... 5,409,047 6,603,760 +22.1 -19,3
2is (ESRIASRE ARG iRt el g e otk e ke 21 0G0 K002 | 2,468 ;256 B2 + 8.3
3l fHols e Bl B diarilloe's” Loz =fe < v 3= w15 5 00 b 2+ 3805908 ' 53 5319911 19185 B s 6 +16.3
SV NG Wil | GoES Sl wa ety w o L v s |12, 000500 2,687, T8 2B B +50.8
/e Dkt I Eaelr ot b o b bl o ol ARk din e m e s n dau £ 45ﬁi53§____468,822 Bl & k )
6., Women's and children's apparel -
[l P WML AL . o SRl o e rilhr s o e 0w 12,945,450 05,567, 782 80 J& - 0.3
7. Men's and boys' clothing and
TR 10§ clo'ehel o oislein e s oo & 1flato s o 16 984, 90678 ;987,142 £28.7 5N
8. Drugs and toilet articles and
Preparntions sscsccsessssccnessaces 2,642,052 2,721,044 +5+0 - 9.8
9, Piece gOOdS 9900080000500 0000V0RGABOO0ODD 5;054’906 3,699,558 +2101 +71 .4
BEOREES T REN IRl e Sowils SN Siel oo o o ofb oloks b 3 0 0 nmes | B2 30T 2T L 1'2, 9005469 + B.9 +13. 6
11, Food and kindred products Cadlae i) B Y047 | 15,0, 262 &62. 7 +19,0
12, Furniture (including rattresses
R IR Ui dd e sh iy oysoaos 2,569,170 8,925,909 #88.9 +25.4
B T i . s Htaies W DL SO N e JRE, 0 331,480,728 T 4,399, 743 +26.4 +45,4
14, Household appliances and elzctrical
SRS RS RO S Joe ool o' s 4 ¢ o7a o w apepes - s sto w41, 0284196 12,286,294 +50,8 6 = (]
15. Hardware and kitchen u%ensils ..... . 1,930,610 2,346,506 +21.5 +10.0
186, Radios, musical instruments anc
ST NG TR, . ey s 2 Aol s Slahio e J 320 1B 4] 670,681 BB +29,1
17. Shoes and Othér footwear o3 scevped000 3,953,391 4,838’111 +2300 +14.6
18. Stationery, books and magazines ,... 2,233,769 2,335,698 + 4,6 -10,0
19, All other departments, total ....... 9,963,700 12,021,902 #2057 + 5pd

(%)

Please observe that these comparisons are based on the inventory situation at
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CANADA - Indexes of Retail Sales - (Averape for 1935-1939 = 100)
A. i'nad justed, B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision)

_— =3 e = g = = - ]
General Country :
Year and Month Index A General i Varxet%
A B A B A B A B
December, 1941 .,. 194.4 144.0 A o4 12554 239.2 T4bH.B 341 .6 17652
December, 1943 ... 22055 | iECE0) 184,55 -1ET7.0 24@e2 a5 NE J359.4 185.4
Dacember, 1945 ... 258 ;1 1\8%44 208.6 L7428 279.5 174.4 400,0 197.8
iacember, 1946 ... 282.3 212.4 Gt 4~ 1491 3% 257 #2062 449 .4 2%4,6
#avember, 1947 ... 274.4 258.3 2NN 22207 348,2 310.6 3055 294,3
Dasgphigr, 1947 e S8, 28wl 29C 5 RiZHE 59745 1240 1= il et 2eh=6
e = o O P YL R T lisni s3]
Year and Month ooy el Clothing Clothing
A B A B A B AR B
Deécember, 1941 ... 161.6 149.1 a8 0ar 1882 219.5 142.3 242.9 148.0
December, 1943 ... L2887, 1El.6 1. 87519 <L 795 267 3  L82ab 280,0 183%,6
Dicember, 1945 ... 2155 | 1898 201 .8 - 1961 Skl +2 - 494l 308.0 1578 eto
Uacember, 1946 ... 224.0 208.4 205 .8 72007 B68.49 2aNSE 353.3 207
fevember, 1947 ... 24341 . 239.1 2136 O 22758 336.1 275.7 3312 257.8
Pgcombar 1047 ...  264.4 244.0 _ 211.2 202.6 _ 394.5 255.2 410.1  249.8
Women's y
Yoar and Month Clothing Shoes Drugs Furniture
. ) A B T 2t A B
December, 1941 ... 2287 148.8 209,3 1563.2 18236 TIESES 13055 110.,2
Decenber, 1943 ... 2715 186, 6 214.4 166.8 248.2 156.5 134.3 11951
Ddcember, 1945 .. BORH NG, 2 28Rud-" M8 IO 287 <1 S IZ2ENE 1667 1 BIE0)
Degembar, 1848 .s0 a5t _2@is% 2OGwd  2TIEY 2975 Bleg% 00,5 I o 19)
Bovambar, L3487 ;.. 2ad.7 e o _AVELE R, e )
Dacasbar , L5947 .es 210 a5 L8 (TR P2y T P8 7T, 2T 9
= % rm-fhumh_mnund_w*ﬂmu- (b) Rad;b and
Year and Month Hardware Jeviellery Electrical
L A B A B A B
December, 1941 ... 168.1 151.3 411,0 155.6 169.4 127.8
Dicamber, 1943 ... 170.5 LSNE 5156,3 151 136.,0 102.6
December, 1946 ... 231.1 210,.,4 677.6 266.8 200,0 166.9
December, 1946 ... 287.9 266.2 TOL 2 276,1 32246 253.1
Wovember, 1947 ... 298.8 298.8 27 3.8 279.3 354.1 322.4
December, 1947 ... 328.4 300,1 6814 2 261.7 405,.5 305,9

(1) Includes men's furnishings.
(1) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942,
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Unad justed Indexes of Retqll Sales by Regions - (Average for 1935 = 1939 = 100)
(Figures for the current vear are subject to final revision)
) General Country Depart- ; Restau- Family
Tome apel Month Tollas - GolMNG - mogh - . OF oW Teag rant Clothing
Yaritime Provinces -
December’, 1941 ...... 232.1 146 .5 276.7 453.3 377l 184.0 237 .6
December, 1946 ...... 3$28.3 291 J8 339.6 526.8 20340 230.2 436 .7
Nevember, V847 ccesee | B7747 226 J8 BEC .4 BB 57 243,10 i f 3134
Docember, 1947 .cesee. 366,6 284.,2 428.4 824.6 27, o L ik 4b2.6
2 Quetet 3
DECSREEET, 1941 ..a-.. 190.2 = 160.9 FELs7 Ny I50.2 1073 B4 10 0%
December, 1346 +..0.0. 2iface 248 +3 9,4 485,5 LG o6 ZO/ 3 341 .5
November, 1947 ..¢... 263.6 228 8877 342.1 217 .6 LTS5 3672
Recember, 1947 ceses o 625-0 251.6 449 8 60107 255.2 2]3.:5 408-8
O farie
Decaiiber, X8AL «ith e L02aT 140,41 2400 194 1 5748 L38e0 FITS: )
Decmnosr, 1946 .. 2841 206,53 318.2 428 .- 2ed. 2 194.9 296.0Q
Hovanbar, 1947 . « 237T.% 2L T <5 SH4e .4 2089.0 e}, 3 CHC o 28T »3
Dacember, 137 c..0e0 ABE.2 iy BAL 59 < 0] g .5 £0R.5 140,85
Preirie Provincas o - e -
December, 1941 .ecoee 17742 14€.2 AR 330.6 1447 137.0 150,93
December, 1946 ....0. 266,90 223 .6 301,2 43945 212.5 2158 348,
November, 1947 ...... 282,0 238.5 5455 8 31149 238.4 224.6 408 ,Q
December, 1947 seveen 6Q§-7 247 .6 36{.4 52221' 234.3 219.7 394.4__
o Yritish Columbia

December) ML (L ... 181 .1 134 .8 i M 71 301.8 150.5 126 .6 249,0
Reeembery U346 . . 0o. 205.8 BN 5 347.8 i E (O A6 213.5 SR8
November, 1947 .....0 283.6 2 32886 242.3 245.6 2 (01 AL TR,
December, 1247 ...... %49.9 286.1 426 .4 4739.1 28] .4 213.7 4635 .5
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Unad justed Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions = (Average for 1935 - 1939 = 100)
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision)

- R i ———
e e

Men's (a) Women's (b) Radi d
Clothiﬁg) Clothing Shoes Drugs Furniture Hardware Jewellery E?eczrigal

e —
——_—==

Maritime Provinces

8277 269.6 246.2 226.4 191.8 178.2 62143 261.7

482,1 418,0 360.9 362.1 333.4 301.9 950.6 401.1
§168.1 338.3 227.5 227,7 294,.3 27843 342 .4 344,6
05,8 a86.9 48,5  §4l.2 388.4 343.1 821.8 544.5
e LL LS. -_‘_"_‘_:}&bec
T LT y.5 0 st . 117.0 148.5 370.1 1762
311.3 294,.8 2598 258.3 191.6 244,1 638.4 330,8
3v6,0 261.0 22541 219.,0 21148 50542 254,9 369.0
56649 LSS 281.4 281,3 (c) 262.8 661.0 418,.6
Ontario
Y4 PEE. 4 219.0 T L. T67.7 a135.5 167.0
574.5 581.3 %10.7 274 .5 192.6 271.8 85609.7 515.8
32,2 %26.7 2547 2074 227 .4 263.1 274,0 317.8
F.F:B.;“] a¥a.1 8542 pd 1= 500 4S8 649,.4 o I

Meairie Provinces

s L0 7 - 1% ¢  15B.8 17 182 .4 395,9 TSI 5l
301.0 289.8 199.8 519.6 188.2 $26.8 743.8 216
580.0 Biass 235.4 25 <6 267.2 329.5 25847 337.8
B58.2 %B6.3 254,4 331.3 236.9 87342 718.8 3R3,.9

___jg?tish Columbia ok i -
22105 195.0 N5 182,0 1%5.9 180.5 i N 154,.8
329.4 322,9 329,3 383 ,.,6 286,2 382.3 759.0 357.3
3N &6 230.8 270.0 2507 A St 39043 327 .4 506.0
457 .3 74.8 409.5 389.4 - 466,6 749.0 492.§

(a) Includes men's furnishings.
(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942.
(¢) Not aveilable.
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These figures are derived from a sanple of reporting companies and are not to be
interpreted as totals for all department storese

.

Department

————— e e e

Jan.=-Dec.,

LG

k.
1o,

i,
14.

16.
l6.

i

TOTAI; » ALIJ DEPART“TE“TS s 00000 s0sr000s

domen's dresses, coats and suits ...
eS| A RO ERYe" Wedr . cyamimogee
LS el Mkt VRS and voens ' B A

Lirgerie and corsets .eccessseoanses

MISIE LT slotel alsiele olo s cia-areais 00000 s0sas
Women's and cnllcrel s apparel =
I T
Men's and boys' clcthing and
Rur s SF e ort o ye o T 05 <o a s s 8
Drugs and toilet articles and
preparations

220000 sa eI NIBNLR R

Foadl mnd deiBdued products ... 3. a0 -
Furniture (ircludins mattresses
ol 5L L T S B R,
Home furnishings
Household appliances and electrical
SUPPlies (i ae s dessaT e saa v

4 ¥ % E e AT EES AL e

Hardware and kitchen utensils
Radios, musical instruments and
SUPplies PP L4t INOG LA BEDRAITYE

* 20w

Shoes and other footwear

® 030808000

i deg A o o
Stetions y, bdooke org] mbapagiy

ALL otha* dszartaenta, tolal s.ssses

Jan.-Dec. , % Chanre,
1946 1947 1@4//194u
i AN e
_A76,585,527 547,543,048 IS Lk
54,445,425 59,545,609 +-9n@
13,517,579 22,000 703 M=
R TH R 10405, 5040 T
17,033,428 19,980,508 +1 8.0
5“’16_12,2321 5,585,438 .t 8l
115,782,026 126,786 ,84C + 9.5
b4 502 162 61,8686 ,857 +1 a6
13,637,186 12,803 ,RO0 +7% 41
(389,112 5,631,558 +15.]
17,445, 10 18,929,962 e G
3,08 EY i1l TG, 586 + Y 4
§7,521 ,2iC 23,377,276 415,58
5,868,427 41,655,871 +24.6
18,414,807 19,704,078 +46.9
20,497,409 23,670,710 +15,¢
T TEl ke 10,071 ;126 +4(01.0
&% 26l , o0 2 37,968 ,344 +1d
B;62¢ 804 10,053 .84 + $4B
58,877,875 66,817,000 +15,8

1
y
:
1
d
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