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RETAIL SALES 
DECEMBER 1  1947 

Boosted 1947/1946 Increase to 11% 

idening the gap between sales in 1947 and 1946, which became 
.i':en.rcr:i September on, the general index of retail sales for December 
himbed over 16% above the same month in 1946. The greater volume of 

llar sales in December as compared with other months of the year in 
)st trades brought the 12-month cumulative increase up to 11% from the 

iO fire for the first 11 months. 

The December general index of retail sales unadjusted for sea- 
1tctcrS and for price changes stood at 328.6 (on the base 1935 - 

= 1C(4. This represented a 20% gain over the November index of 
.4.4 w}ii oh hod al most eqwil 1 ed the record volume of sal es ectabl ishod 

:critinuing consumer demand for radio and e1ectrcal goods was 
11 the 26% increase in December sales over last year. Unlike 

cher store types, however, the cumulative 12-month increase was greater 
i.tn that for the final month of the year - 32% over 1946. vVhile the 

increase in December furniture store sales was more than that for 
radio and electrical, the 13% cumulative gain was considerably smaller. 
ardware sales were up 14% and lC% for the month and year respectively. 

Crttiniod lxpansion in Food Store Sales 

inles of food stores make up approximately 1/3 of the total for 
of outlets. For this reason the large gains in food store 

ales in the past few months have heavily influenced the general index. 
ii December-, food sel es exceeded these in the same month of I 46 by 1 R%, 

h- 
oi only 	and l;' respectively for December and the l-morith 

I 

Ic 

. 	 - 	 - 
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Apparel 3 tore Gains Larger But Follow Er1 .ittri 

Deeeniber buying in men's, women's, and family clothing stores re-
sulted in sales indexes which were 16, 15% and 16% respectively above 
December, 1946. The rain of 10% in shoe store receipts was smaller. These 
increases may be compared to 12-month cumulative gains of 10% in men's 
clothing, 7% in womenTs clothing, 97* in family cicthing and 7% in shoes. 
Throughout the year sales in the three types of clothing stores followed 
much the same seasonal pattern, with the exception of the unusual upturx 
in shoe store volume in .5epternber followinp widespread announcements of 
impendn- inr ry.n in 	n 	 rnn:.nnr. 	G1t 
Page 4 

Depari 
Food Departments 

The ovoral] gain of 22% in Decer.iber sales of departoxL  
represented varying movcnents in component departments Lar'est rn 
madeb 
close1 

fh5; 	uL1 	rrt2 	r ' IC  ' I i,  ~ t 	I ILLy10 

basis for the full year. The hard grods departments-f'urnlhings, 
appliance U:1l rndc :e 	1nneflts'Iy:}'U -nJ 	.rtci' nrlv 	mn 1 

gain of lb2b. 

- 	 1l 	- 
cember ,  

Candy torc; ro ye rsei tft earl icr trond oiiieh brO LIghlt 0tI. r 
sales close to 1946 figures and in Deceriber advanced 24% above the 
vious year as corparod to the 12-month cumulative index which fel 2% 
bnl ow 1 f40 	F'urri ur;o os 	 1 1O: 	of 2. 10 to Co!ib- r 
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Comparison of :etail Sales in Canada, anc. :cr Reicis, by Kinds of Busi:iess 
(ornparisons are based on doflar sales. No 

corrections have been riade for price chanes.) 

A 

LJan. -De, 147 Ccrared .Iit.h 
Nov. 

Jan.-Dec • 14C 

December, ,  ~47 Compared viith 
Den 

Kind of Business 	December, 946 	1941 
Pr 	Er, 

	

Can. prov. 	Ont, Prov. Ccl.  

	

% 	 % % 

	

GENERAL INDEX ....... ............. +15,4 +12 1 4-17 +16 	+14 +18 

General Merchandise Group: 
Country General Stores ........... 

, 
+14.4 +13 +15 +18 	+11+22 

Department Stores ................. +22,1 +25 +22 ,+23 	+20 +23 
Variety Stores ............. ....... +22.7 	1i +24 	24 	+19 +21 

Food Group: 
FoodStores .......... 
Restaurants ...........,....,....., + 26 	-3 

Clothing Groupt 
Family Clothing Stores 	 .. +16.4 +10 
Iën'sClothingStores 	...........+16.1 +5 
aomen's Clothing Stores 	15.3 +12 
shoe Stores .....,... 	.......... ..+10,4 +13 

Household and Personal Effects Group: 
Drug Stores ...................... .. + 5.1 	-6

0  FurnitureStores  ...... ..  .... .....+27, 	+14 
Hardware Stores 	.................. +14.1 +14 
Jewellery Stores (b) 	........ 	-1.4 -14 
Radio and Electrical Stores 	+25.7 +36 

a) Change of less than 0.57.. 
(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in Juno, 1942. 
(c) Not available. 
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RETAIL SALES CHARTS 

the 	t'e The 	srlee (R- 	to 	MR-5) 	-will 	be 	re- 
pece 	comp etc 	te 	eartes 	which first produced 	in subsequent 	issues 	with 
pçered in the September retail sales more recent material plotted. 

bulletin. These arsphiesl 	presenta- 
tions 	of the 	trend lines 	for 	1941, Indexes are based on dol]ar volume of 
19146 	and 1947, 	when brought together sales, 	without adjustment 	for price 
to form a conplete record, 	illustrate changea or for se5Eoflel variations. 
clearly the major sales movements for 

ret11 	treie.c 	cmoS 	the 	lot All 	tfldexe err 	on the he--verae 
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HOUSEHOLD & PERSONAL 
EFFECTS GROUP 

MONTHLY INDEXES OF 
RETAIL SALES (1935-39=100) 
OF STORES HANDLING-
HOUSEHOLD DURABLES, 
DRUGS AND JEWELLERY. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE 3AT.ES AND INVENTORIES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 

December, 1946 and December, 1947 
These figures are derived from a sample of reporting companies and are not to be 

interpreted as totals for all department stores. 

-______ SALES -  INV}NT0RY(*) 
% Change, 

DEPARTI1ENT 

TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS 58,903,420_71,727,5 7 7 +?l,5 +19,1 

1.  Women's dresses, coats and suits 	so 5,409,047 6,603,760 +22.1 -19.3 

2.  Girls' and infants' wear 2,069,902 2,468,256 +19.2 + 8.3 

3.  Hosiery and gloves 2,890,908 3,399,119 +17.6 +16.3 

4.  Lirere 	ind corseSs 2 J IW,357 2,627,795 +22.8 +50.8 

5 1!iilinery 4,245 468,822 + 
6.  Vomen's and 	apparel 

(Totai,1-5) 	........ .............. l2,945,45915,567,752 +20.3 -0.3 
7.  Men's and boys' clothing and 

furnishings 	,...,......... ...,•..,.. 6,984,956 8,987,142 +28.7 +51,3 
8.  Drugs and toilet articles and 

preparations 	,..., ......,........ 2,642,032 2,721,044 +3.0 -9.3 

9.  Piece goods 3,054,906 3,699,558 +21.1 +71,4 

10.Smallwares 2,672,271 2,910,469 +8.9 +13,5 

11.  Food and kindred products 3,849,047 5,107,262 +32.7 +19.0 
12.  Furniture (includng rttresses 

and 	springs) 	..... 2,369,170 2,925,909 +23.5 +25.4 

13, Home furnishings 	..... .... 3,480,728 4,399,749 +26.4 +45.4 
14. Household oppliances and elctrica1 

supplies 	............. ..........., 1,522,196 2,295,294 +50.8 +47.6 

15, Hardware and kitchen utensils 	.. 1,930,610 2,346,506 +21.5 +10.0 
16. Radios, musical instruments and 

supplies 	....................... 1,321,185 1,570,681 +18.9 +29.1 

17, Shoes and other footwear .,,, 3,933,391 4,838,111 +23.0 +14.6 

18.  Stationery, books and magazines 2,233,769 2,335,698 + 4.6 -10.0 

19.  All other departments, total 	..... 9,963,700 12,021,902 +0,7 + 5,3 
*7 Please observe that these comparisons are iiea on the inventory situation at 

the beginning of December in the two years, 
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CANADA - Indexes of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935-1939 	100) 
A. JiHusted. B. Adjusted for t'Iurnher of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 

(Ylgures for the current year are subject to final revision) 

General Country Department Variety 
Year and Month Index General 

A 	B A 	B A B A B 
D'cembor, 1941 	.,. 194.4 	144.0 147.4 	123.4 239.2 145.8 341.6176.2 
December, 1943 	... 220.5 	169.0 184.5 	157.0 240.2 145.8 339.4 165.4 
)ocembor, 1945 	... 256.1 	187.4 209,6 	174.2 279.5 174.4 400.0 197.8 

ember, 1946 	... 282.3 	212.4 223.4 	191.3 325.7 203.2 449.4 234.6 

•uernber, 1947 	... 274.4 258.3 227.7 220.7 348.2 310.6 305.5 294.3 
911 :?J: 24C 2 	2 :97 .p  2405 53i4 295,6 

Year and Month 
i1 0 0 d octaurarits Clothing Clothing 

A B A B A B A B 
Dcember, 1941 	... 161.6 149.1 138.4 133.2 219.5 142.3 242.9 148.0 
Dcembcr, 1943 	... 189.7 181.6 187.9 179.1 267.3 182.6 280.0 183,6 
icernher, 1945 	... 215.5 189.8 201.8 196,1 311.2 194.1 608.0 178.5 
:cember, 1946 	... 224.0 208.4 205.8 200.7 338.9 221.9 353.3 217.8 

	

• sreriber, 1947 ... 	243.1 239.1 	213.0 227.3 

	

 
1947 ... 	264.4 244.0 	211.2 202.6 

	

336.1 275.7 	331.2 	257.8 

	

394.5 255.2 	410.1 	249.8 

'1omen's 
Year and Month Clothing - Shoes - - Drugs --Furniture 

A 	B A B A B A B 
.cembor, 1941 	... 223.7 	148.8 209.3 153.2 182.6 145.5 130.3 110.2 
H comber, 1943 	.., 271,5 	186,6 214.4 166,8 248.2 196.5 134.3 119.1 

2cohcr, 1045 303,1 	196,2 2591 179.0 287.1 226.6 166.7 141.0 
I H4H 	•. ?22 21 2:Y/ ::2 ::tO. 12.3 

:;ov:Thr, 47 27?) 241.7 ::,: H40.i 224.9 
24 	4 	122.0 240 312.0 248.7 	267.4 227.9 

(h) 	- -- 	 Radio and 
Year and Month Jeweilery Electrical 

_A B_ A B A 	- B 
December, 1941 	... 168.1 151,3 411.0 155.6 169,4 127.8 
December, 1943 	... 170.5 159.6 515.3 195.1 136.0 102.6 
December, 1945 	... 261.1 210.4 577.6 266.8 200.0 1b6.9 
December, 1946 	... 287.9 265.2 701.2 276.1 322.6 253,1 

:vember, 1947 ... 	298.8 	298.8 	273,8 	279.3 	354.1 	322.4 
Dcember, 1947 ... 	328.4 	300.1 	691,2 	261.7 	405.5 	305.9 

(&) Includes men 1 s furnishings. 
(h Based on sales includinr the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1042, 

/ 
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Unadjusted Indexes of Retail SalesbyReg4.ons- (Average for 1935 - 1939 = 100) 
çFiures for the current year are subject to final revision) 

General Country Depart- Variety 
Year and onth Index General mont 

1aritine Provinces 

Food Restau- Family 
rant 	Clothing 

Dcemher, 1941 	...... 232.1 146.5 276.7 453.3 177.6 184.0 237.6 
December, 1946 	...... 328.3 251 1 6 339.6 526.8 245.0 230.2 436.7 

November, 1947 	..,... 277.7 225.5 356.4 335.7 249.0 217.7 312. 
December, 1947 	...... 366.6 284.2 425A 21.'. 2 7 '. 

December, 1941 	...... 190.2 160.5 2C1.7 :2 
Deceraber, 1946 275.5 218.3 69.4 4S5. 219.6 207.3 341.5 

November, 1947 	...... 263.6 223.7 387.7 342.1 217.6 217.5 367.2 
December, 1947 	...... 323.0 251.6 449.8 601.7 255.2 213.3 408.9 

Ontario 
De'erñ'er, 	1'141..  ...... .... 2 	9•7 1 4C.1 2.0 4 .1 

Occomber, 17 ..............211.9 	 t . 

Prairie Provinc; 
December, 1941 ...... 177.2 	146.2 	217.1 
December, 1946 ...... 266.9 	223.6 	301.2 	439.5 	212.5 	215.8 	346.[ 

November, 1947 ...... 282.0 	238.5 	343.8 	311.9 	238.4 	224.6 	403. 
Decenber, 1947 ...... 303.7 	247.6 	361.4 	522.1 	234.3 	219.7 	394.4 

9ritish Co1ubia  
December, 1941 	181.1 	134.8 	222.7 	301.8 	15015 	126.6 	249.0 
December, 1946 ...... 295.8 	235.5 	347.8 	396.2 	213.6 	213.5 	378.9 

November, 1947 ...... 283.6 	224.3 	326.6 	242.3 	245.6 	206.1 	311.1 
December, 1947 	. 349.9 	286.1 	426.4 	479.1 	251.4 	213.7 -463.9 
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Unadjusted Indexes of Retail 3ules by Regions - (Average for 1935 - 1939 	100) 
(Vigures for the current year are subject to final revision) 

Men's (a) pmen's 	 (b) Radio and 
Clothing Clothing 	Shoes 	Drugs 	Furniture Hardware Jewellory Electrical 

Laritirne Provinces 
327.7 259.6 246.2 226.4 19116 178.2 621.3 251.7 
482.1 418.0 660.9 362.1 339.4 301.9 950.6 401.1 

18.1 338.3 227.6 227.7 294.3 278.3 342.4 344.6 
'1C. 741.2 388.4 343.1 	- 821.6 544.5 

117.0 	148.5 	370.1 - 175.2 

	

311.3 	294.8 	25.8 	258.3 	191.6 	244.1 	638.4 	330.8 

	

198.0 	261.0 	225.1 	219.0 	211.3 	305.2 	254.9 	369.0 

	

366.9 	343.8 	281.4 	281.3 	(c) 	- 	262.8 	691.0 	418.6 

Ontario  

	

4.7 	29.0 	161.5 	1i.4 	17.7 	167.9 

64J.4  

irie Provinces 
124.1T82.4 	15T.l 

	

ui .0 	289.8 	199.8 	319.6 	188.2 	326.,8 	743.8 	271.6 

	

:00.0 	325.1 	235.4 	216.6 	267.2 	329.5 	232.7 	337.8 

	

•58.2 	336.6 	264.4 	331.3 	236.9 	373.2 	718.8 	383.9 

British Columbia  

	

221.5 -  15.0 	1T2.ii 	135.9 	371.2 	154.8  

	

329.4 	6219 	629.3 	683.6 	286.2 	382.3 	759.0 	357.3 

	

311.6 	290.8 	270.0 	259.7 	347.7 	390 1 3 	327.4 	506.0 

	

457.3 	374.8 	409.5 	389.4 	317.6 	466.6 	740.0 	49.9____ 

(a) Includes men's furnishings. 
(b) Based on sales includinr the Federal Tax introduced in Juno, 1942. 
(c) Not available. 
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DEPARTMETT_STORE SAL1S IN CANADA, BY SILECTD DEPA T::'s 

January-December, 1946 and January-December, 1947 

These figures are derived from a sample of reporting companies and arc not to be 
interpreted as totals for all department stores. 

Department % Chane, Jaxi.-Dec., Jan.-Dec., 
1946 1947 1947/1940 

TOTAL, 	ALL DEPA1TT1EJT3 	. . . 	...... . . . . 476 ,935,327 547,4 0 

1. ornen's dresses, 	coats and suits 	.. 54,445,425 59,345,609 + 9.0 

Z. (.irI 	an 	irL1i.rt; 	.;eir 1Ii7 	,7• ;GJ,7::. 

.. 	H + 	7 

4. Lingerie 	and 	corsets 	............... 17,833,428 19,980,508 +). 

5.Idillinory. ........... ........ 5312,821 5,58,438 +L! 

6.  iomen's and children' s apparel - 
(Total, 	1-5) 	..................... 115,782,025 126,786,8C + 

7.  1en's and boys' ccthing and 
furnishings 	............... 53,5502,12 61,855,857 +1. 

8.  Drugs and toilet artic)es and 
preparations 	................." 13,637,186 i,803,800 +1,: 

I 	•.YC 1 .,:..: 

.............. .... ...... ,..•:... 

11.  Food and kindred products  
12.  Furniture (inc1uciiri 	rattrosses 

and 	springs) 	............... . 	. :, 	H . . 	.. 

13.  Hono 	furnishings 	................... 33,665,427 41,655,971 +23.0 
14.  Household appliances and electrical 

supplies 	......................... 13,414,807 19,704,075 +46.9 

].b. Hardware and kitchen utensils 	...... 20,497,409 23,670,710 +15.5 
16.  iadios, musical 	instrurents and 

supplies 	............ ............. 7,747,9115 10,071,123 

17.  Shoes and other footwear 	.........., 33,261,572 37,968344 

.....: 	. 	H: 	 . . 	.. ,. 	 ,. 

1:. c..' 	................ 	 . - 


