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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES IN CANADA, APRIL, 1847
{1935-1959:1C0)

Retail sales in Canada were 6 par cent higher in April than in the
same month last year and were fractionally up from the preceding month.
Dollar volume of business in the first four months of the year was 8 per
cent above that in the similar period of 1946, Unadjusted indexes (on the
base, average for 1935-1939=100) stood at 224.5 for April, 1947, 212.0 for
April, 1946 and 223,1 for March, 1947,

Ten of the fourteen retail tradss represented in the monthly sur-
veys reported higher sales in April this year than last. In most cases the
increases were small. Radio and electrical stores had the largest gein in
sales, one of 32 per cent. But the most impertant contributions to the
overall increase in sales were made by department stores and food storss,
both of which have substantial weighte in the index and whose sales gains
were 9 and 11 per cent respectively. Jewellery stores showed the only
ma jor reduction below last ycar, their sales fallirg off 22 per cent,
Slight declines were reported for restaurants, ladies! apparel shops and
furniture dealers.

Among the general merchandise trades, the seles increases for coun-
try general and variety stores were much smaller than those for department
stores. Department and variety stores showed feirly uniform increases acrosas

, the country. General merchants, on the cther hand, marked up fair sales
rains in the Maritimes, Ontario and British Columbia, while no change from
last year occurred in Quebec and the Frairie Provinces.

Grocery, combination and meat store sales gained appreciably in all
sections. Restaurant sales held close tc last year's volume in all but the
' Maritimes where a sharp decline was recorded.

On the whole, the apparel trades did about the same amount of
business in April this year as in the sane month a year ago, although men's
woar stores managed to obtain an increase of about & per cent on the strength
of gains in Quebec and Ontario, In the Prairie Provinces, sales were down
for all apparel classifications.

There has been & sharp contraction in the rate of expansion in
sales of certain durable goods stores. Thus, hardware business was up only
4 per cent and furniture store sales dropped 3 per cent compared with the
April, 1946 volume. Activity of hardware and furniture stores was sus-
tained in the Maritimes to a greater extent than in other regions of the
country. Furniture store reductions were most pronounced in western Canada.
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Chain candy stores reported a decrease of 9 per cent in sales
for April, 1947 over the same mounth a year ago, and were up by & per cent
in the January-to~quil comparison. Sales of furriers increased 2 per
cent in April of this year over last,

Department Store Sales for Selected Departments

In two of the 19 departments for which separate comparisons are
obtained, slight decreases in sales occurred for April of this year com=~
pared with last. Millinery sales were down 6 per cent, although the total
sales of women's apparel advanced 3 per cent over April, 1946. The in-
crease for men's wear was considerably higher, standing at 10 per cent,
while shoes and fnotwear had a moderete increase of 5 per cent. A second
decline in sales was that for drugs, toilet articles and preparations
which were reduced 3 per cent below the same month of last year. Dursble
houeehold goods departments continued to mark up substantial gains, with
the exception of furniture departments which recorded an increase of only
3 per cent between April of the two years.
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Comparison of Reteail Sales in Canada, and for Regions, by Kinds of Business

(Comparisons are based on doller sales.

No

corrections have been made for price changes.)

—— —— = ———— ———L - —— — _— _— —— _ —  —— _ ———_ __ _ ]
April, 1947 Compeared With Jan.-Apr., 1947 Compared With
ApriliMarch N
Kind of Business 16411 1947 April, 1%486 Jan.-Apr., 1546
Mar. Pr. | D Mar. Pr. | Bre
CANADA CAN. | prov,| Que+] Ont.|proy i col, . Prov. Que. | Ont. Prov,.] Col.
% % 21 2| % ! % 2| % % . LE & NE A
GENERAL TNDEX .ccooes cecscavesces|+TC.21+ 0.6+ 5.9] + 3 |+ 7|+ 7 {+ 4 + 6 + 8.3! +# 3 1+10 [+ 9 + 71+11
General Merchandise Groups
Country General Stores .ceeescccss! +78.8]|+ 8,8]+ 3.3} + 8] (a) [+ 7 '(a) |+1)2 [+ 6.1 +6 [+ 5 |# 8 | +4 [+1]
Department StOres ...eoescescsesee| #+76.1]= 6.8+ 9,11 + 6 1413 1410 |+ 9 1+ 7 || +13.9 8 |+20 |+14 +13 | +13
Variety Stores ...s..cec. ceessnscee] +56.81+ 7,8+ 1.6] =1 ]+ 2|+ 3 |+ 1 |(a) ||+ 5.6 2 |+8i+6 | +4]+9
Food Groupt
POAAN SEOrE8 «aessnsesnscnsocsshssael+li®sTh= 1 1108 K+ 6. | +1& | @221 7 +10 + 9.2] + 4 1+10 {+1C 81+ 9
Rﬂstaurants RN EEE R R R I AN Y S ) “‘7601 "'0.2-009 "IC ‘*1 -2 ‘1 < 1 #001 "8 "'1 (a) "1 "5
Clotning Groups !
Family ClOthing stores 0000..0.0l0’+6206 +1401 + 009 - 5 o 1 + 5 - 3 - 1 & 4;5 - 2 + 6 + 6 + 2 + 8
Men's Clothing Stores .eesceceesos|+58,1|+ 5,50+ 4.6] =12 | +12 |+ 7 |- 2 |+ 1 J+4.1f =13 |+12 |+ 6 | -4 |+ B
Women's Clothing Stores c.ceecoseee)+51,7|+ 3.7j- 06] = 1]+ 5|=-1{-8 |(a) f+ 5.7 +3 [+10 |+ 4 | + 2 1 +13
Shoe Stores C e e8P EDAe0sGEECOROCEED +4602 +16.2 + Ool + 5 (a) + 2 - 8 = 6 i 008 (a) (8) L 1 » 5 + 1
!
Household and Personal Effects Groups
Drug Stores © e 000 O 0sRCESECTROS OGS +66-7"4.2+ 1.9 -2 + 6 + 2 "‘1 +1 "3.6 "1 + 4 + 4 + 4 +5
Furniture StOl‘eS ®ses 8B essestBOR e "’5300 - 052 Cd 3.1 * 9 — 3 " 1 -12 -17 +10¢6 +17 +14 +13 - 4 + 3
Hardwa!‘e Stores seececssessrsss0 e *9503 +13¢8 + 4,2 +10 4 2 + 3 + 6 + 6 +1C01 +11 +13 + 9 + 7 ”15
Jewellery StOI‘GS (b) seesro0etevan +69-1 = 002 "2159 "25 -19 -22 -21 -26 -1203 -20 (a) -16 -15 -13
Radio and Electrical Stores ......]+81.3]- 1,1]+31.8] +26 | +16 | +41 | +22 +57<J+45.1 +40 1436 |+53 +34 | +66

() Change of less than 0.1 per cent.

(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced

in June, 1942,
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES AND INVENTORIES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS

April, 1946 and April, 1947

interpreted as totals for all department stores.

These figures are derived from a sample of reporting companies and are not to be

SALES nveEnToRy )

DEPARTMENT
April, April, |% Change, Mfrcgal‘“‘fg;,,
1946 1947 1847/1946 b
Mar.31, 1946
$ $
TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS .ec¢cecneeeses]39,620,972 |43,381,410 + 9.5 +43,3
1, Women's dresses, coats and suits ...| 4,926,498 5,016 ,175 + 1,8 +11,€
2% Girls' and infants' wear ....sesesees| 1,668,350 1,748,726 + 4,8 +45,1
4% Hislery pnd "TLOWRE . sa.. 8. iesanes| 1,498,813 1,512,693 + 0,9 +65.2
4, Lingerie and corsets LR N R N W Y 1,439,046 1.549’296 + 7.7 +71,2
5. Millinery LA I N N I N N NN 688’389 650,369 -5.5 +20.2
6. Women's and children's apparel -
PR ARG Ll §. i oo o ee o | 10,220,008 [29,277,257 & 25 +30.4
7. Men's and boys' clothing and
furnishings €0 88820000000 sO00eRe 4’242’481 4’672’275 +10|1 +74.8
8. Drugs and toilet articles and
preparations D N N I A RN N XY 974,559 949,411 - 2.6 1Y o)
9. Piece goods L B K LB I R B B R N B R I B A A ] 2,7%,271 3,127,374 +15'6 ‘54'1
lo. Smllwares 08¢0 4000 P et b ssvenBOOS 1,291’789 1'439’909 +11.5 4’13.4
11. Food and kindred products ..esese.es) 2,964,901 | 3,293,671 +11,1 +30,6
12. Furniture (including mattresses and
BDEEREEY « +» ol s onr wge e ohiat s o ]| 2 5820782 | FAGER 00 + 3.4 +85.2
Eptemel fUIrB e lInESE o o oxre 5 og o 1ie Bratercteres oaf 105 BOM yB41 || 3500, 398 +22.8 +59,9
14. Household appliances and electrical
supplies L B B T B A B R B N N R B BN BN ) 1’082.283 1’489’100 +37l6 +86.1
15. Hardwere and kitchen utensils ......| 2,056,768 2,335,376 +13.5 +48.2
16. Radios, musical instruments and
supplies e 5 & 00 28800 s 0 eR e 457‘465 700.545 +53.1 +197.l
17. Shoes and other footwear ...sese...+f 2,868,084 3,005,662 + 4.8 +27.4
18, Stationery, books and magazines .... 614,853 716,185 +16.5 +)2.0
19, All other departments, total .......| 4,322,699 | 4,602,030 EHGRI5 S AAn
(*) Please observe that these comparisons are based on the inventory situation at the

beginning of April in the two years.
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CANADA - Indexes of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100)

A. Unedjusted.

B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.

(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision)

—_——— _(._"f_—zx{_. 1 = P —
ranara Co‘mtry i
Year and Month Index General Department Variety
A B A o« I B A B
April, 1941 ..cceeece 131.9 132.8 NOER2 .4 H @ 13202 Teged 143.4 157,90
April, 1943 ...vecee 165.6 163.4 Y41e2 = LELaQ 1675 9% SlS 85 182 ¢9 1 198%6
April, 1945 cveucscs AN - UDET 160,17 "Yga3a 16452 IL 7R 179.5 212.9
April, 1346 ocoevooe 212.0 211.8 187.3 202.2 2131, 31 1207 228 .3 4 2R
isinchly 1947 cosonees 2280 423845 178.6 209.5 249.9 274.6 208.7 255.9
Gy ., 1947 cecesoae "_?24.5 et 0] 19305 209.56 23PN 82T 22449 2519
. PatLiy | Men's(a)
Year and Month Food Restaurants Clothing Clothing
A B A B A B A B
IS 194T =, <o cose B2l T L TELE TS 156%6 3 PL3ERS 146.7 133.2
April, 1943 ..cc.ees 1L 7A A1 LU I LSS TRl 0775 ) 194.9 164.8 186,.8 165.4
IARIIS SPBOGIE" oic s e 0 050 LRINSE NS eS 192.4 195.9 184,77 | 173%8 166,9 160.9
ARSI EEOA6 " . . . 20kl 2 T 207.5 208.4 s ) | RV e T 2205 77196123
Manchly BT . cees oo 2815 215,28 205.2 209.7 2231 " 126052 219.8 229.5
April, 1947 ceeeesa- 2259 1235, 1 205.7 .205.9 254.56 229.6 25528, 522 Lok
Women's .
Year and Month ¢lothing Shoes Drugs Furniture
A B A B A B A B
Ap!‘?ll, 1941 sseecease 170.1 135.6 147.8 1.17-7 121.0 125'5 143.0 132.1
RUBTNES 9SS, Sat v s e 213.9 168,56 185,7 145.0 156.8 161.8 T388 £124 /1
ISRl S 18948 s o d dvaeo o 2001 - 1d5.7 L#ORZ. 16142 174...8 1 4184510 168.9 146.8
AEEL Ay BOLO oo deoaaie 259.6 202.9 21649 - 1¥3.5 198.0 T3DSRT 28559 295
Waechil: 1947 e decgeee 248,9 276.3 185.9 226.,9 210,60 121255 2roL2Tes2ss
Al I B=1087 0 a6 a0 0 o 258.0 213.8 2RIER A s IRIGH T 201k, 71 02 1082 218.8. 2056.4
(b) Radio and
Year and Month Hardware Jeviellery Electrical
A =] A ¥ A B
April, DR TP . 157 T35 0 112.8 180 146.8 149.7
April, 1943 ..ce0cee 148,5 145.6 130.3 194,7 116.9 119.2
A oioa b1 ORI L) o5 RS PR 192.0 RS 18741 227.2 108.9 A5kl
AP |, SNSG .. i 257.9 251.9 214,3 296,68 202.0 206.0
March, 1947 .cceesse 236.,2 323.5 191 ,1 250,0 269.1 314 .1
AR, 1947 (e deieae 268,8 268,0 130.8 TN 2€6.2 27445

(a) Includes men's furnishings.
{b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax iatroduced in June, 1942.
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Unajusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions - (Average for 1936 - 1939 = 100)

B e

(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision)

General Country Depart- . Restau~  Family
iR i Iiath Index General ment VR o rant Clothing ‘
Maritime Provinces
April, 1041 seecences SEn U 1&:06 144 .2 184,11 124.3 1?4.3 156.9
April, 1946 c.ccecees 232,.9 194.8 239.6 244 .4 214.9 248.6 296.9
IMBR GRS IR, iy siaios s o 233 .3 192.4 287.6 213.7 229.2 230.9 224,86
April, 1947 seensavoe 238.7 209.9 253.1 24106 227.7 224.3 280.9
Quebec
T S A - - S L Iy 3T T 135.0 118.2 TAT
ANl Ll ISRy B v o 222 ) 204 ,0 25855 268 5 208 o [0 T0) 28180
MERREM, o ST N s ol oo o 2355 .5 1902 297 .07 282 .72 255 .12 2N, @ 260.0
/o ch B IpERe T AT s SR 238.0 204.1 268.2 267.7 236.1 208.8 286,.,0 |
Ontario ‘
ATEE TS NSZIIT 5 J Spo e 13 136.35 IRIECHS 13748 137.6 I T5T51E] W7 ed 156.8
AEA S MGRER s e o o o 202.8 1619512 203,4 201,8 200.9 203.5 206,.7
Mevechyl 01.Q2%78 L S Ly, L. s 214.8 1502 28 223 .4 193,.0 227.8 200.6 184.6
April ;. 394 7. Sl s 2HSAAS 181.1 222.9 207.4 224,.5 200.1 2756
Prairie Provinces
APEIE,, NS4 T s e ia o 117.8 1 GRS 121.4 140,0 119,.6 T 1287
Apri8l s IIBEE SR oo o o A RPN ] 186,.0 207.2 22 L9 el 212.3 275.4 ‘
e D (2 A ] 5 218.4 1625 2586 197.3 217.9 211.2 230.4
ApRr 18 e 1987 | 0 ais winisinta 219.6 185.6 224,9 22851 251 ) 214.0 268.4
British Columbia
e, 0 IFRD KCT 3 A s, 122.8 10552 bk kg ISl o WSNES 95.8 B0 LG
APraNE B 3461 . o o-d oa 0 onp 212.8 179,9 205.1 176.6 196.9 194.5 216.,0
March, 1947 ceceesoes 36.0 206.1 251.8 174.9 222,11 206.9 213.1 ‘
Mpwi , MOAT, .50 00 - s ) 19a 240,.4 L2536 ZAE00 196.7 214,5
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Unad justed Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions - (Average for 1935 - 1939 = 100)
(FIgures for the current year are subject to final revision)

P— —_ o m——
—-

(v) i
Men's(a) Women's 4 Radio and
Clothing Clothing Shoes Drugs Furniture Hardware Jewellery pjactrical

e —

Meritime Provinces

184.0 195.3 159.3 LR 164,.6 119.4 154.7 150.4
288.5 341,.3 229.8 228.2 279.9 234.1 308 .6 246.2
234,9 272 .8 200,1 280 47 298,4 217 o 227 .6 233.6
288 .9 $39.% 241,56 224 ,0 305,8 258.3 22545 309,7
Quebec
150,0 172,48 TR 3B i 161,9 iCL (5 T 0T U
AOT .7 285,1 197.4 196.7 272 266,7 263.7 228.5
207.6 238,3 175.3 214.,0 208 3 254,1 213.9 285, 8
232.9 2057 197.4 2QF. 7 210.1 2N 216, 7 264.7
Ontario
p I ) 176.0 i tI0) 2 5 120.7 181852 134.7 110.3 RICSES
215.8 264.1 209.1 183,56 207 2 226.2 220.5 162.2
223.6 259 179,0 196.7 207.4 204 .0 165.4 241.7
230.8 260.9 214.1 186.4 208.3 232.49 L7340 228,9
Prairie Provinces
AN 5 WL .S 144 .0 119.8 108.8 12 8Eo TR 134,77
242.7 257.9 246 .4 210.2 254 .6 288.3 261.2 282.0
@5, 7 234 .2 7752 221.1 221,4 247 .4 218.9 33705
238.5 238.4 227.8 212.2 224.5 306,0 206.1 344 .4
British Columbia
N0/ 35 156.5 i 0§ B ) 1186.2 P87 98.8 L8
204 .4 273.0 268.4 234 .4 272.4 323 .6 239.2 196 .4
228+2 276, ) 254 .4 247.4 269.5 233 a5 188,1 277.2
206.3 273.0 252.4 2355 226 .3 343,0 W 309,1

(a) Includes men's furnishings.
(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942.
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