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MORTITLY TNDEXES OF RETATIL SALES IN CANADA, MAY, 1947

T T TTI935-198T=100)

Retail trade in Canada for Mey, as measured by the composite in-
dex for fourteen kinds of business, increased 14 per cent over May, 1946
and was up 11 per cent above April, 1947. The increase over MNay, 1946 wes
the largest in any month of this year over last, following gains of 13 per
cent in January, 10 per cent in February and € per cent in both March end
April. Sales to the end of May were 10 per cent higher than the corres-
ronding five-month period of lest year. Unadjusted indexes (on the base,
1935-1939=100) stood at 248.0 for May, 1947, 217.1 for May, 1946 and 224.3
for April, 1947,

Sales were uniformly higher in several of the various trades,
increases falling between 13 and 19 per cent for nire of the fourteen
kinds of business represented. This group contained the general merchan-
dise trades, food stores, apparel stores and furniture stores. Increases
for hardware end drug stores were somewhtit smaller, being 10 and 6 per
cent respectively. Resteaurant receipts continued to approximate last
vear's level, sales declining by only 1 per cent in May. The series of
sharp declines which jewellery stores have shown in recent months was
halted in May when sales fell only 6 per cent below May, 1946 business.
While redic end electrical stores continned to record increases in excess
of those enjoyed by other kinds of business, smaller percentage gains are
shown in recent months than have heretofore bteen experienced, but this is
a natural consequence of the relatively aigher sales volumes over which
these increases are beinpg obtained. May results show an increase of 23
per cent for the trade, a figure which compares with a sales increase of
40 ver cert for the first five months of the year.

Department stores, of which the sales increase of 1Y per cent
in May wes second only to that of radio and electrical stores, continued
their expansion at a more rapid rate than did other types of stores in
the general merchandise group. Nevertheless, increases of 13 per cent
for country general stores and 14 per cent for variety stores represent
substantial advances over the increases which these two trades recorded
in earlisr months of the year.

Food stores reported sales 17 per cent higher in May this year
compared with the same month of 1946, The May increase was much larger
than those recorded in earlier months of the year and the margin of in-
crease over 1946 stands at 11 per cent as of Mayv 31.
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The apparel trades had scarcely maintained 1946 dollar volume in
the two preceding months, but marked up substantial increases in May. All
three of the clothing trades had sales increases which were slightly in
excess of the average gain for all trades, while the increase for shoe
stores amounted to 13 per cent.

Furniture stores moved well ahead of May business last year with
an increase of 17 per cent, in contrast to the decline recorded for this
trade in April. Hardware dealers reported sales volume 10 per cent above
May a year ago, the increase being similar to the average for the year to
date.

Chain candy stores reported a decrease of 2 per cent in sales
for May, 1947 compared with May, 1946. The January-to-May .comparison
shows a 3 per cent increase for this trade. Retail furriers' sales were 2
per cent lower in May this year compared with last.

Regionul Trends In Retail Trade

All sections of the country reported increases in retail trade
for May this year over last, the largest being those for Quebec and On-
tario. Smallest among the regional increases was one of 8 per cent in the
Maritime Provinces, where clothing stores, restaurants and hardware stores
reported results which deviated considerably from those of similar stores
in other areas. In western Canada the margin of increase for most trades
approximated the national average, although variety, food and apparel
stores were among those which failed to approach this average.

Department Store Sales for Selected Departments

All of the 19 departments for which separate comparisons are ob-
tained showed increased sales in May, 1447, Among the more outstanding
increases, apart from the continuing large gains for household durables,
were those for men's wear and food, both of which were slightly more than
20 per cent.




Conparison of Retail Sales in Canada, and for Regions, by Kinds of Business
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{Comparisons are based on dollar sales. No

correcticns have been made for price char ges.)
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May, 1947 Compared With Jan.-May, 1547 Compared With
May rApra .
Kird of BRusiness May, 1946 1541 | 1947 Jan.-May, 1946
Mar. Pr. [Br. ‘ Mar. 1 Pr. Br.
CAN. |prov, Que.f Ontel ooy ) col. CANADA AN e L peain. s Prov. | Col.
— - - .
% T AT % % | % % % § % 2 | X | % % %
GERBRAL, INDEX. .3 fioarvre o ofe e otones s seo|+14.2] + 8 | #15 | 417 | +12 +13 +75.8] +10.€8+ 9.6 + 4 |+12 !+11 |+ 8 +11
General Merchandise Group:
Country General Stores ...e.c.c... +13.2! +10 |+ 9 | +18 | +15 | +14 +89.61 +24.10+ 7.9 + 8 16 L +1] et T L
Department Stores ‘eccoesceccassss ] #1888 415 | +22 | #19 [ +19 " | #19 | 484.7] + 6.6IS 0 +10 +20 | +15 ] +14 +14
Variety Stores ..ccecseecccacccancal #14,1] +11 | 418 |+14a |+ 9 H +20 Y +58.3] +12.20+ 77 + 2 [+117]+ 8]+ 6 + 9
Food Groupt
HAGCNSEOrGEL s o iohs slafareis s axe o o 5-¢ o o s cial]l L6l 6 +10 +17 +21 +11 +12 +65.1 "‘10.5{ +10.,71 + 5 +12 +12 9 +10
Rest&ur‘&nts E2E TR SN S S B BT RS NN R S N N Y ) -1.3 -8 (a) -1 ‘2 "2 +7108 +1'0-O|z-8 +1 (a) 1 +4
i
Clothing Oroups !
Pamily Clothing Stores .cscecseves|+16.9] - 1 1420 | 425 | +11 + 5 | +90.71 + B.5)+ 73] - 2 410 1+10 | + 4 + 7
Men's Clothing Stores .....ceecocee #18.00 - 3 | +20 | 426 |+ 7 | +14 | +81.9] + 6.2%+ 7.1 =11 (+14 |+1C | - 2 + 9
Wemen's Clothing -SEOres ......eeso] #1527 + 72 1+22 | +16, | £3Q [ 411 3 +£9257 0+ &, 0+ e + 3 . [#13 i+ [7*98 +12
shoe Stores L R B B B B B B B Y B B ) +13.2 +10 *16 +18 * 6 — 3 *6603 +10.6 4 2.6 + 3 ’ 4 * 4 - 3 (a)
Household and Personal Effects Group:
DR SEOROE . ...« o Sk Bhe Satecle soo¥|® 508 (&) I+ B HlEE J+ 3 |+BR.00% 6,00+ -~1d- g 5 |4 ks + 5
Furniture Stores Sesereer s et 4'1608 *21 +21 +14 = 6 "'32 +4707 +18.7 "'12‘1 "18 "16 *13 - 5 *10
Hardware stores 0O % 0 &9 90 80000000t + 907 b 1 2 +1C +10 *14 . * 4 *89.3 +21.8 +IO'q ‘ 8 ‘12 + 9 + g +12
Jewellery StOl"eS (b) teececseaevenvoa| ™ 5.5 -13 - 1 =~ 6 “10 + 2 "'90-6 "'2703 -10._7 '18 (a) -14 "14 -10
Radio and Electrical Stores s.....|+23.4] +14 | +10 | +32 | +10 } +65 +64,91+ 2.7{+40.0) +35 +31 | +48 | +28 +55
NC— = i
(a) Change of less than 0.5 per cent.
(b} Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942.
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES AND INVENTORIES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS

May, 1946 and May, 1947
These figures are derived from a sample of reporting companies and are not to be
interpreted as totals for all department stores,

———— —— S — #
*
SALES INVENT ORY )
DEPARTMENT =
May , May, % Change, Ap?’c§3n5§é47
1946 1947 1947 /1946 m
8 $
TOTAL.D ALL DEPARTBAENTS LRI BN B B B U B A 37,962.025 44.744,362 "'1709 "4609
1. Women's dresses, coats and suits ... 4,534,173 4,958,369 + 9.4 +15.4
2. Girls' and infants! weaAr .cccecscecse 1.315.247 1.605,276 +22.1 +40.6
5. Hosiery and gloves ccoscescescscesese 1,287,242 1,483,433 +15.2 +91,§
4. Lingerie and corsets8 seesccescncoces 1,457,508 1.709.401 +18,9 +72 .6
5' Millinery ® 9 6 00 08 00800 T OABGeeIBOe W 453,771 521’371 +14.9 + 1.6
6. Women's and children's apparel -
(Total’ 1-5) ® 6 0 & 508 00 SR Ne OO 9’027.741 10’277'850 *13.8 *34.6
7. Men's and boys' clothing and
HERRSERRTES 0 o 3 o [ohs ool dlote oo wisisivinioe | 0,688,060 4,466,975 < +21:8 +80.5
8. Drugs and toilet articles and
pl'eparati.ons tesccsssccsceconsess e 947,010 1,008'917 + 6.5 + 6.5
9‘ Piece goods ® & 5 0006080080060 000008000 2’819'562 5,261.493 +15.7 +74.4
10' Smallwares 6 20 6440000000080 000008000 1’236.395 1'592’436 ".12.6 +12.5
11, Food and kindred products ..seesevee 2,950,341 3,554,232 +20.5 427,86
12. Purniture (including mattresses and
springs) (AR E R R R EEEREERNERESRENNENNEN] 2’813,414 3,301.382 +1703 +9509
1S5. Home furnishings ....ecsceccsseseces 3,052,662 3,798,685 +24 .4 +71.2
14, Household appliances and electrical
supplies ® 9 8 &9 80858000000t Ese o000 1’111’884 1'593’101 #43.3 *8704
15, Hardware and kitchen utensils ...... 2,130,707 2,546,508 +19.5 +47 .8
16. Radios, musical instruments and
supplies seceesssssssov s 0000000 527’878 691.953 +31.1 +161.7
17, Shoes and other footwear ...e.cese00. 2,783,472 3,166,637 +13.8 +29.4
18, Staticnery, books and magazines .... 519,946 6114, 5IRE +17.6 +10,2
19. All other departments, total ....... 4,357,963 5,072,618 +16.4 +24,2
T+) Please observe that these comparisons are based on the inventory situation at the

beginning of May in the two years.
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CANADA - Indexes of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100)

A. Unad justed. R. Adjusted for Number of Riusiness Days and Seasonal variations.
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision)

- e — = e e~ — . e -~ - _ ]
General Country
Year and Month Index Genere.l bt ety
A B A B A B A B
ey, 1941 ceeoieens Ml 188.2 126.9 . LR _ 134.3 .129.2 15808 190.7
May, 1943 sevoenee 165,33 157.3 162.8 1.50.4 13801 * 387 190.0 184.8
May, 1945 ....c0u0 B2ae 176.1 188.0  }e8.3 16218 D57 o 192.0 194.9
May, 1946 secsseee 207, 208,15 2126 957 208:.8 201,.7 221.5 224,1
A;)ril, 1947 ceccas 224 .3 228.8 195,.9 | o2 232.8 238.7 225.4 252.4
May, 1947~15 ..... - 248 ?__234;?__ _?40f§ _?15"Q 248 - 2588 253 . 9 380
. m e T ey T = T ey 1 | OB ]
Year and M'Jnth Food Restaurants clothi% Clothiﬂg
A B A B A B A milll ;.
May, 1941 ...... ol 146.8 141.4 NER 0 TS TSNS T TS 8leto 135.4 137.0
May, 1943 esceccses 78T 26Tl B8 TS )iz 2 N 6 O (D) 162.9 160.5
May, 1945, coevecee 192.9 190.4 B2 N TRLE7h. 4 189 83159 1681l - NTANE
May, 1946 ........ 212.,9 209.2 210.7 204.9 239.,0 231.9 208L 7 "BA6ISZ
April, 1947 ..iv000 224.7 234.1 2059, 206.1 25508 123083 28240 2212
May,_}Q%Z_L....... 248.2 238.2 --EZYZ? 202.2 T L - 26ST 246.3 2582.2
Women ' s T ] .

Year and Month Clothing Shesg R e T L
I i ¥ A B A .. 1 A B A B
May, 1941 c.occsee AN T NSRS 143.7 127.0 126515 T 126L ) 1787 - 440.2
Mag; 1943  cooevens 181.1 3784 18,8 16019 158,38 16284 149.2 119.1
Moy, 1945 coicevvses 1993 DR 42 NS~ IS5 1782 18345 16T 2 " E890
May, 1946 .evcaees 286.0" 228.5 21051 | 1895 200.3 204.8 222.1 180.9
Anrifl, 1947 ..nees 258.,7 214.4 2160 185.6 201.,9 210.4 22856 205,12
Mav, 19{1_ ........ 2719 ‘?5669 ZSQQQA_ggﬂil__ﬁlz"Q__EEQLQ__A__ngﬁS 207 .0

Th T o e || L . Radio and

Year and Month Hardﬁ?re Jewellery Electrical

A B A B A B
May, 1941 ......e0 172 .7 128.3 Lo .2 141.8 167,0 143.7
May, 1943 .cceeees 1. 75,6 183,.0 L6152 186.8 7% O 104.7
May, 1945 ....cne. 204.1 154.6 195.5 217.9 114.3 98.3
May, 1946 ........ 298.2 225.0 256 .6 286.0 223.1 11919
Aprill, 1847 .L.eo. 268.4 267 .5 190,56 ro% B %S 268,1 273.4
May, 1947 covcecss 327.0 243.9 242:5 270.3 g75°3 236.9

(a) Includes men's furnishings.
{b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942,
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Unad justed Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions - (Average for 1935 - 1939 = 100)
(Flgures for the current year are-subject to final revision)

e e+ g e

A — et i > ———

General Country‘ Depart-
Index General ment

' Restau- Family

Year and Month
rant Clothing

Variety Food

Maritime Provinces

May, 1941 ... cceeee 154.0 133 .4 156.9  200.5 141.0 178.1 151.2
Moy, 1946 cocecocese 252.7 243.7 249.3 2562.2 229.5 264 .6 296.9 ‘
April, 1947 ...cc00. 238.¢ 206 ki oy ML 243.3 226.2 222.4 276,95
May, 1947 .coaevcsee 272,.1 269,0 28815 280.2 258e 2 234.5.8 292 .8
Quetec
e T ... PR - T48.2 143,17 T8T.1 T4a.1 121.9 164 .4
May. 1946 coemsseseso00 227u5 24103 239.4 27106 21007 214-6 261e8
April, 1947 ...vc000 238.3 20502 268,.2 267.4 28558 208,2 2887
May. 1547 ._.,.‘.':‘u,_._e 26294 ‘26300 29009 32107 ‘ 245.9 21502 SR L o)
Ontario
BN DML sroecvavime 108.1 . Te ¥38k2 151 .4 150.5 119.4 136.3
May, 1946 ..cceenve. 204.4 196,.9 200.0 200.2 206.2 2025 189,7
April, 1947 .cee0000 216.9 181.4 222.9 207.9 2825 199.5 219.2
May; ‘1947 c.cecesaas 239.0 231456 25750 228.0 248.9 201.3__ 256,.5
Prairie Provinces
May, 1941 ...caceeco 12607 OB 122 .4 144.9 144 .4 BB T: B 127 .4
May, 1946 ...c00000.0 214,0 189.8 193,.2 210 226.8 214.1 2SO
Ape ilgs 11947 ... as . 219.6 186.1 224.9 228k 21143 214.9 266.1
May, 1947 sroeseccco 2898 21815“‘ 250.@_ 250.%__~“?6205 210.8 e Sy
British Columbia

May, IS4T ....ccc00e 1D0.0T " 4168 126.6 g1 146,42 99,8 125.8
May, 1946 ..cecoeeco 222.9 21%.9 214.1 167 .4 213,53 199.0 249.4
April, 1947 ..cceee0 225.6 199.1 230.4 177.5 20652 201.2 214.6

May, 1947 ciceescceo 2517 244 .7 §§§.9 183.6 239.6 194 .4 262,0

e e e e S . . et . gt
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Unad justed Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions - (Average for 1935 - 1939 = 100)

(Figures for the current year are subject to I'inal revision)

—_— -

Men's(a) Women's

(v) Radio and

\ i d
0lo@ing Clothing Shoes Drugs  Furniture Hardware jewellery oo trickd
st B ke o il Maritime Provinces
W74 .8 19%.7 152 .9 140.1 205.6 155,90 183.4 193,1
2H6 48 358.4 245.5 225.8 316.4 ) G fe 367.9 268,.4
249,9 336.8 289,47 226.1 NS0 258.3 2061 .0 326.0
377.6 366.0 269,9 225.,0 &B2s SNl T 3120 SOT 1
Quebec
145.0 146.0 189.2 DA el3.5 o Loh e 114,.5 200.7
202 .4 B2l.3 X98.2 5510 ko) 320.5 237.6 245.5
231.% 249,9 Y8m i 207.7 £09.9 270.5 o R 27244
2343.0 268.9 222.8 211.@_ £79.7 351 .9 _?35.2_“_ __Eiﬁzi__._
Ontario
s WS 20 145.8 1288 64.0 174.8 128.6 W T
185.1 238, ] 199,5 188.4 194 .8 268.7 247.5 186.5
aal.6 262.0 214.4 186.4 205.4 234 .3 158.4 O
246.6 266.,9 236.1 201.,0 2128 Sl 295.6 232.0 It 246,5
Prairie Provinces
12208 129,95 147.9 B TSI 146.6 172501 o 147.9
28 .S 224.5 228 .17 208.0 225.5 29746 281.8 309.4
239.1 238.0 229.4 251,19 222.3 302,7 206.1 340.8
243.9 247.9 285412 218.8 211.4 B9 258+ 9 {e)
British Columbia
. S, "7 137.0 115.3 114.9 145,5 119.6 b 70T/
208.1 e .7 292.3 244.7 230.4 370.2 2.1 203.0
209.7 264.1 250512 237,.0 236.4 344.1 17942 30805
230.7 802 .6 283,2 252.6 0B 7 3BeNe 241.6 314.3

(a) Includes men's furnishings.

(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942,

(c) Not available.
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