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denoral Index Up 4% from August, 1946 

In 14 lines of the retail trade, mainly clothing, food, and 
household goods outlets, August sales were 4% above the 1946 August index. 
:[hile this increase was the smallest in any month of 1947 over corres- 

iding months of last year, it should be interpreted in the light of the 
iormally high figure in August, 1946 when sales rose 20% above the pre- 
us year as compared to the twelve-month average (1946/1945) of about 

he general index of sales in the first eight months of 1947 
bove that for the same period a year ago. 

I re Tru!eu Showed Recession from August, 1946 Level 

3 ales in three store types--jewellery, women's clothing and 
.res--fe1l below last year's level. The 12% decrease in 

):4)11ery sules continued the trend in that month which, in the first 
ht months of 1947, fell off 11% from last year's figure. ithile the 
crease in hardware store sales was slightly less than 1%, that in 

:crien's clothing was more pronounced--7%--as compared to a January-to-
August period increase of 6% over 1946 sales. The decrease in women's 
cuarel sales was particularly heavy in Ontario where the August index 
ll 15% below last year. Unusually heavy sales volume in the latter 

'rude during August, 1946 may partially account for the recession in sales 
August of this year. 

';od Irdexes Steady 

Despite the influence of the high sales level in August, 1946, 
the r'st'.rint trade moved up 3 1/2Z over the same month of last year; a 
:;1 ight upward swing from the 1/2% iricrnase accumulated in the first eight 
uths of the year. August sales in food stores 'were 7 above last year 

as compared to a 10% increase in the January-..ugu3t period. 

ceneral 1.lorchanc t. 3ales Aoproximnte Ger"ral Index 

1oth country general and department stores showed an increase 
of 4 in Au'ust sales. The latter figure indicates a more distinct ten-

1ve 1, ç ff t: 	te forrer, rin 	fer the f'irrt; 	iht months 
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department store sales were 14% abov' 	LL 	j 
oral stores were up 7' 	Au'ust sai:' 	str 	srcve': 	1 itti€ 
change from last year. 

In deDart c:t s 	rs ir: 	ses 	Vi 1Qu3 	- t ert. 
were confined to food and home equipment departments. A decline of li: 
in women's apparel was the sharpest reduction recorded. Radio and muEi 
departments, which have heretofore shown extensive sales pains, fell off 
9 in Aupust this year compared with Aupust, 1946. 

Sales in .'rarel Stores 

Depressed sales in women's clothing sales during August were 
accompanied by a slight up swing in mens apparel sales which stood 10 
above Auust 1946, a figure close to the trend during the earlier 
months of 1947 	Sales in family clothing and shoe stores showed little 
movement0 

Sales of durable goods outlets were somewhat variable, the 
decrease in jewellery and hardware store receipts being noted above 	As 
had been the case for more than a year, radio and electrical sales in-
dexes out stripped those for other store types0 The August increase w 
13% as compared to a 35% increase in the first eitht months of the yen: 

Thile the August increase in furniture store receipts was 
an unusual movement took placn in British Columbia where soles soared 
29% over August, 1946, The 3% increase in drug receirts d'rin Auust 
varied little from the January-to-August trend of 4%, 



Clothing Group: 
Family ClOthinR Stores 
LIen's C1othin Stores ............ 
4iomen's Clothing Stores .......... 
Shoe Stores .................... 

Household and Personal Effects Group: 
DrugStores..............  
Furniture Stores . ,., 	. . .. ...  
Hardware Stores ...... 
Jewel!eryStores(b) 
Radio and Electrical Stores 
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onrir or 	aie 	i: 	.naoa, on' for efon , 	of 	usiness 
(Conparisons are based on dollar sales. No 

corrections have been made for price changes.) 

Kind of Business 

au rus I '± I ,um)u reu .11 LU 

Aug. IJuly 
August, 1946 	1941 1947 

Marit. 	Pr. Pr. 
Can. 	Prov, Que. Ont, Prov, Ccl, 	

CANADA 

% 

Jan,-Auust L  1547 Compared ith - 

Ja.-Aug., 1946 

CAN $ar.[Q 

119.!!1 	I 	 Prov.ICoI. 

GENE!.AL INDEX ................ 	+ 4 • 1 -' 1 	i-f- 4 + 4 	- 4 '+ 9 +65.6 + 3.1+ 8.7 I + 3 l+]O 

General Ierchandise Group 
Country General Stores 	+ 4,0 + 3 + 4 + 6 + 2 	+10 +73,9 + 1 

- 1 + 2 - 2 +12 	+10 +7C.3 	+ 8. Department 	Stores 	.................+ 4.0 
Variety Stores 	................... 	+ 0.2 (a) + 6 - 2 - 4 	- 1 +48.1 	- 3. 

Food Groups 
Food 	Stores 	..................,•,, 	+ 	7,3 + 2 + 7 + 9 + 6 	+ 9 +60.5+ 7• 
estauraflts 	......... .....,. ....... + 	3,5 - 5 + 2 + 

11 
+ 3 	+ 2 +56,3'+ 4. 

+ 7.0 + 6 + 7 
+13.9 + 8 +17 

.+ 6.8 + 2 l+ic 

+10 + 7 1 +11  

+9 +5 	+] 
+13 +14 	+15 
+7 +4 	+7 

	

9.7 + 3 +11 +12 + 7 	+ 9 

	

+0,5 -8 +1 +1 (a) 	+4 

- 5.4 + - 1 +11 (+ 	9 + 3 
- 3.0 + 94 - 6 +14 1+12 + 3 
- 8,6 + 58 + 5 +12 3 + 3 
- 2,7 + 	2,5, + 2 3 + 3 + 2 

+ l5;+ .:l - 1 + 6 - 	.' + 4 
+ 0,9+.09 +12 (c) (c) - 5 
- 72 + 708 + 4 +10 + 9 + 5 
+ 	705 

 
1-11.0'-18 - 4 -14 -13 

- 400 +34.8 +22 +28 +43 +23 

+10 
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+5 
+12 
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(a) Less than 0.5 per cent, 
(b) eased on sales inclucIin' the Federal Tax introduced in June, 19424 
(c) Not available. 



DEPARTMENT STORE SALES AND INVENTORIES IL CA.:ADA, NY 	LCrhD DFAY1.NN $ 

August, 1946 and August, 1947 
These figures are derived from a sample of reporting companies and are not to he 

interpreted as totals for all department stores 

SALES 	INVENT0RY 
__ 

August 	August 	/o Change. Ji 	31,1947 
1946 	1947 	1947/1946 

26010,9284+1 9+242 

3,926,732 3,426,967 427 o23 	1 

1565,717 1,504,905 — 	5,1 +17 5 

1,246,065 995,168 20.1 +37 3 

1,362,408 1,344,717 - 13 +45 1 

371,981 324,242 -128 N 	C 

+ 2 8,492,903 7,595,999 -106 

3,712,624 3,492,257 59 +40 C 

904,646 862,366 447 - 	1 

2888,816 2,773,455 - 40 +62 8 

,229,467 1,177,923 42 + 3 2 

2,573,243 3,044,541 +18,3 +32 0 

2,673,389 3,131,234 +17.1 +46.8 

2,684,412 3,119,795 +16,2 +63 6 

1,114,201 1,397,37 +25,4 +55 3 

1,561,409 1,598,249 + 2,4 +27 	C: 

607,805 553,934 = 89 +7J. 

2,278,473 2,220,041 - 	2,6 + 70 

599,180 567,016 - 5,4 - 	8.5 

3,940,042 4,384,0 +11.3 + 7 
s are based on the inventory situation at 
ars. 

DEPARTMENT 

TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS 	o....•. 

1. iomen's dresses, coats and suits 

2. Girls' and infants' wear 

3 Hosiery and gloves 

4. Lingerie and corsets 

5. Millinery 
6. tlomen's and children's apparel 

(Total, 1-5) 
7. Men's and boys' clothing and 

furnishings 	0 	 0 -) 

8 Drugs and toilet articles and 
preparations 

9. Piece goods  

10. Smallwares 

ll Food and kindred products 
12, Furniture (including mattresses 

and springs) 

13. Homefurnishings 
14. Household appliances and 

electrical supplies 

15. Hardware and kitchen utensils 
16. Radios, musical instrumerts and 

supplies 

17. Shoes and other fcotweer - 

18. Stationery, books and magzines 

19 All other_departments, total 
T) Please obseTe that these bprison 

the :riruin' of Auust in the two y 



C.ADA - Iridxes of Retail zaies - (Average for 1935-1939 - 100) 
A. 	Uuaujuted. 	B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 

(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 

General Country 
-r and Month Index General Department Variety 

A 	B A A B 
Ai;., 	1941,. 99 . 8 04 135.2 	143,2 131.6 	121.0 120.4 146.1 158.9 16.1 

1943 	....... 147.0 	161.8 157.2 	149.5 120,9 148.4 160.2 174.8 
1945 	....... 178.1 	189.8 186.1 	170.5 155.7 184.7 191.9 203.7 

•k., 	1946 	....... 215.0 	220.6 219.9 	196.5 197.2 232.2 234.9 233.3 
I 

H1v, 	1947 	...., 217,1 	236.1 224.9 	210,5 189.4 245.5 244 8 247.5 

Year and Month Restaurants Og -- Clothing 
A 	B 

- 

1941 	....... 146.0 	148.3 140.5 	130.2 119.1 1406 113.2 146.5 
., 	1943 	,....., 157.2 	176.0 1895 	177,7 168.8 173.4 118.7 156.1 

.-., 	1945 	....... 188.7 	198.9 212.4 	194,e 168.6 205,8 141.6 19015 
146 	....... 218.3 	215.5 225.9 	207,2 219.3 251.8 181.5 227.2 

	

47 ,., ... . 	219.0 226.2 	224.5 	212.6 	234.1 	274.8 	205..7 	254.7 

	

.,11i47 ....... 	2343238.0233.7217.9221.5261.9199.5256.1 

dor.ien' S hoes Drugs Furniture 
tr and Month Clothing 

A 	B A B A 13 A B 
, 1941 	•.., 119.7 	161,5 117.2 130.0 132.3 lL7 1355 132.3 

.\., 1943 	., 139.1 	182.2 145.5 173.6 13.6 156.9 112.2 112.1 
1946 166,7 	23.2,5 176,9 202,2 180.8 181,2 137,9 134.8 .., 
1946 	..... 198.2 	240.9 199,6 211,3 207,9 20,3.7 204.0 190.6 

H1y, 	1947 	....... 201.6 	240,8 	206.2 227.3 211.9 218,1 	210.0 274.1 

.r and Month HardWUre 
- 	 ______________ 

1941 ...TT. 152.7145.4 151.3 163.0 140,2 159.9 
..'., 	1943 	. ...... 154.8 	147,4 175.1 188.7 102.0 116.3 
.., 	1945 	....... 204,0 	190,6 235.6 244,5 112.9 124.0 

.w., 	1946 	....... 276.9 	250,2 267.0 277.1 218.5 240.0 

ly, 1947 ....... 	295.8 267.9 	218.6 	258,3 	257.1 	296.6 
'.,1947.....,. 274.6257.5 235.3 	253.6 	246.7 	281.6 

') Includes men's furnishings. 
) 	oe 	i el e1fl the Fer1erel Thx etrdeeir June, 1 942.   
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Unadjusted Indexes of ietail Sales by Regions - (Average for 1535-1939100) 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 

Year and flonth 	
Gerrl Country Depart- Variety 	Food 	estau- Family 	1 &naex General ment 	rant 	Clothing 

)iaritime Provinces 
August, 1941 .. 151.5 126.1 1.72 207.4 150.8 215.1 1188 
August, 1946 ...... 245.1 231.3 225.2 270.3 239.7 283.4 232.5 

July, 1947 240.1 239.4 189.7 267,8 242,9 273e6 250(3 
August, 1947 247.6 238.5 223,9 270,4 243.3 268.8 243.8 

Quebec  
August, 1941 ..... l327 144.2 120,1 170,9 131.1 138.5 128.3 
August, 1946 207.8 225.7 212.3 269.6 153,7 221.2 219.0 

July, 1947 214.4 249.3 196.4 2895 194.4 219.2 259.5 
August, 1947 ..... 215.4 234.1 216.1 285.3 208,1 226,0 219,8 

Ontario 
August, 1941 .. 164.0 11417 150115 145.8 16.6 113.11) 
August, 1946 202.3 206,9 186,6 216.6 210.1 218.7 200.8 

July, 1947 .. 207.6 225.6 178,1 227,2 216.4 207.1 198 
August, 1947 210.4 218,8 182.6 211 222?2. 2C1 	7 

Prairie Provinces 
August, 1941 ..,. 132.9 128.,0 - 	 107.0 141.{. I'IC 1:; 11.7 
August, 1946 228.6 218,4 lf57 262,8 274.4 233,0 242.7 

July, 1947 222,1 201.4 183.0 2380 259.8 250.0 2376 
August, 1947 268.6 223.3 207.7 222.9 290.2 240.7 232,0 

British Columbia 
August, 1941 120,8 168,0 14 156.6 123.4 134.4 
Auust, 1946 235,7 224.2 225,8 194 6 234.0 219,2 241.2 

July, 1947 ........ 23.5 226.9 252.4 190.3 228.9 229.9 256.4 
August, 1947 256,2 246,4 247.4 192.1 254,7 222.6 272 3 
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Indexes of Retail Sales by ie g ions - (Averafor 1935 - 1939100) 
('iros for the current year are sibjoct to final revision3 

 (b)Raand 

	

kenhs(l) 	.'oriens  
Clotrdng Clothing 	

Shoes 	Drups Furniture Hardware Jewellery Electrical 

aritime Provinces  

	

TT 	150.1 	130.2 	151.4145.1 	155.0 	221.3 - 	155 3 

	

214.5 	255.2 	238.9 	240.9 	306.4 	299.2 	362.2 	286 9 

246.3 	253.3 	255.3 	225.3 	292.5 	294.5 	255.0 	289 4 

	

245,6 	276.1 	241.0 	240.5 	306.5 	297.1 	311.0 	279 4 

Quebec  

	

116.9 	120.0 	118.1 	126.3 	117.8 	168.9 	1437 	132 6 - 

	

166.4 	1135.4 	165.4 	199.0 	19.,7 	289.7 	23.6 	24.5 9 

	

189.0 	l.7 	2C7. 	192,7 	:525.0 	2C.- .2  

	

I 	104.2 	10.: 	211:3 	(c) 	283.6 	2134 	256 2 

trio  
:4 	 143.4 - 145.9 	145.9 	132 5 

	

Ob.1 	l6.5 	193.6 	173.6 	236.2 	251.7 	175 5 

	

0.9 	204.2 	207. 	1995 	200.0 	266.5 	207.2 	225.0 

	

175.4 	196.3 	202.5 	(c) 	242.8 	216.2 	211 7 	- 

Prairie Provinces 
.2.8 

 
1051 	119.8 	132.3 	i 1fl.4 149.5 163 7 

:..3 306,0 295.2 277 8 

= 	:3 298,9 232.7 295 3 
212.0 	19.i 	221.8 	222.9 	209.4 287.7 267,5 - 285 3 

	

British ColuElbia 	 _________ 

-121.5 	- 126 	130. 	12 	164.4 	1.36.4 	'147.0 	151.6 
200 1 0 	224.3 	284.4 	253.2 	273.2 	337.4 	305.2 	242.2 

325.7 	216.3 	257.0 	262.2 	284.5 	345.8 	261.5 	318.9 

	

233.9 	271.9 - 258.3 	352.1 	352.6 	275.6 - 	314.3 

(&) Includes men's furnishiri's. 
(9) 	sed on sales nc1udin the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 
( 	) )t;: 	1 
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