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CHANGZE ' THT VALUE OF RETAIL SALES
January 1929 to March 19731

Index Numbers of Retail Sales issued by the Dominion Bureau of
Sta.istics for March 1971 show increased sales for seven groups and lower sales
for two groups as compared with February 1931, A combined index for all groups
rose from 85,7 in Februarvy to 99.C in March, the base being January 1929 = 100.

No correcticn of these indsx numbers is yet possible for semsonal
iafluences since the period covered is too short. Nor is any allowance made for
price chanses, The fact that the index rumbers are higher in March than in
Fehruary is partly seascnal., The fact that they are lower in March 1931 than in
March 1929 is in part due to Jower retail prices. Nevertheless, when index
nurbers for February and March are compared for the three years 1929, 1930 and
1931, it would seem that if due allowance were made for seasonal movements and price
clhanges, thHat "in 193) %iwrs™ showed a P*eater relative gain over February than in
1530 and a smalier relative gain tharn in 1929,

These index numbers are based on returns from 35 chain stores and
27 department~l stores, Index numbers for groups were as follows:-

Boots and shoes rose from 59,0 in February to 76,1 in March;
Clothing from 68.C to 106.2; Drug sales from 87.7 to 93,1; Furniture from 69,6
to 70.1; General and departmental from 88.6 to 104.9: Groceries and meats from
G3.0 to 27.9; Restaurants from 76.3 o 84,2,

Candy showed & dec-easz from 80.1 in February to 75.“ in March,
and music and radio from 73.0 to 62.2.






INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES
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INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES.
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