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C190& IN TEEVALUE OF RETAII.J SALZ, NOVEMBER, 1956 

Average daily retail sales for November were 5.7 per cent greater than for the 
same month last year, while sales for the eleven months ending November advanced 4.6 per 
cent as compared with the same period of 935. The general index of retail sales 
adjusted for number of business days and for normal seasonal variations, and based on 
the average of 1950 as 100, was 76,6 for November, 1936, and 72.5 for November, 1935. 
The average for the eleven-month periods was 75.4 for 1936 and 70.2 for 1935. The 
November figure is only 0.4 per cent lower than the 76.9 recorded during both September 
and October, which was the h.g -test point for this year. 

Owing to the fact that there were four Saturdays and five Sundays in November 
this year and five Saturdays an four Sundays in the same month last year, the unadjusted 
index number for November. 786, shows a decrease of 1.9 per cent in value of sales as 
compared with November, 1935. 

Of the thirteen sub-groups covered by this report, ten groups show improvement 
for November over November, 1935. The adjusted index numbers show that hardware sales 
increased by 26 per cent; boots and shoes, 13 per cent; furniture, 10 per cent; groceries 
and meats, 9 per cent; men's clothing, 9 per cent; variety stores, 9 per cent; women's 
clothing, 6 per cent; restaurants, 3 per cent; drugs, 2 per cent; and departnntal stores, 
2 per cent. Music and radio sales dcreased by 4 per cent; candy sales, 4 per cent; and 
dyers and cleaners, 17 per cent s  

For the eleven-month period, January to November, all groups register gains for 
1936 over 1955. The averagu for each :oup for both years is shown below 

Curiulative Indexes 

January-November 
1935 

C.enera.1 70.2 •.•. 	................. 
Boots 	and 	shoes 	...... ......... 	...... 71.1 
Candy 58.9 •..................., 	o 
Men ' s 	clothing 	......... .. 	. 	 ...... . 66.5 
Women ' sclothing 	......... ........., 60.1 
Departmental 	. . . ........ 	. . 	 . . 	 . . 70.9 
Drugs 75.4 •.•s•.. ..... 	......... 0OOO• 

Dyers andclesners 74.2 
Furniture 71.8 
Groceries andmeats 72.2 
Haware 	•.••IS.e.eO.000.0000...0000,, 80.0 
Music and radio 44.8 . . . 	 . . . 	 , 

Restaurants 	•..,o.,,..o...,,,... .... 51,4 
Variety 	•.•.••s.*ee.O•alr,GoDOoO.cc.,o 82.9 

Janua ry-Noveinber 
1956 

75.4 
74.1 
59.9 
68.6 
62.3 
73.2 
75,1 
76.1 
77.1 
75,3 
94,4 
48.4 
53.5 
87.0 

These statistics are calculated from returns furnished by 57 large depart-
mental finns and 169 chains comprising more than 3,300 stores, The average for 1930 has 
been taken as 100. Three series of index numbers for each kind of business are shown in 
the tables fo11owing The first series is unadjustede The second series is computed on 
and average daily basis and makes allowance not only for the varying number of business 
days in the different months but also for the varying 5a1c3 importance of the days of 
the week. The third series is corrected for number of business days and also for 
seasonal variations. 

This bulletin shows, on page 5, a supplementary table for firms wishing to 
compare the value of sales in any one month, first, with the corresponding month of 1930 
and, second, with the correspondin,g month of the preceding year. The percentage changes 
are based upon the actual value of sales during each month and no corrections have been 
made for differences in the number of business days and for normal seasonal variations. 
A comparison with the corresponding month of 1930 for each sub-group is given in 
Column D of this table, while a 	iparison with the corresponding month in the preceding 
year is shown in Column E. 



C-erera1 Index 
(206 ii'irm$L 

T:L: 
74,0 	(4,1 	699 
96 1 	954 	77 L 

Bots and Shoes 	Caidy 	N 	Men's Clothing 

	

. _.- 	 L.iJ5.2L_
L.  

'73,5 	70.2 	650 	492 	498 	5'(.9 	C6,O 	85,0 	68,0 

	

l215 117,0 	82,.9 	1154 112O 	60,2 	94,7 	92,9 	72,6 

Women E s  Clothiiig 
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6o,6 	593 
	

64..3 

	

1222 119,8 
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63 439 	66.5 394 52,5 1 	448 446 67.6 	383 38,1 
6 ; o2 	36,4 3,7 	60,4 55o.6 6O3 6,5 39,6 42,1  67,ö 

1

394 41..6 
69,6 	61,2 576 	77,9 2,2 50;3 59,2 532 5O.1 64o2 	516 48o5 
696 	83...! 8: 	73.,e 78, 8o8 62..2 8 8i 65,0 	70,6 7&,O 
C83 	30,9 6. 6o, ,7 6io 7.L,s- 7l,.. 60,u 	61,0 6O7 
70,8 	].098 lO65 	8o 4,1 46.9 61,0 73 r/3  595 67,8 
693 	70o0 70,6 1 	692 r 43,8 515 577 577 67,9 	563 563 

2r6 57,2 	689 592 554 56 50,3 45.0 65..6 	50 461 
72 	i 	S87 7'' 	75,3 j 	526 596 55 633 63,8 	52,1 55,3 
7 	t 	70-7 6?O1 I 	71,2 5" - 4 56.8 ,8 38,0 35.4 68,9 	62,1 60,1 
72,5 	79.6 7-4 ,9 	69,4 52,3 5o,. 5B,.6 94,1 38,6 70,9 	62,9 591 
76r 	I 	117:2 121-0 	858 i168 IJ.5,7 63 1.)0-4 l0,5 81,6 	lal7 126,6 

578 	.5?3 
5EO4 	6o,2 
649 	62,0 
73O 	158 
7.3 	7i.,7 
'2 0 C 
625 	6 2,3 
653 	6c6 
696 	74,G 
8oi 	ç'80i 
8oi 	':Y-9 
98,9 l021 

55,3 
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63 9 
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56.5 
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6o, 6 
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INLRSOFPETkILSALES - (VERAGE FOR 1 930 - 1 09J 
A. Unadjusted. 	B0 Corrected for Number of Business Days 

C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations0 

Year and Month 

J13i 
Nov3rnber 
flez,embe 

Jaivary 
Iebruary 
Larch 
A.pri 1 . 

iiay 

July 

3pt3mber 
c o 

No:ember 
Dcember 

I 

Jaivary 
Fbruary 
1'iarh 

• 0 C C 

ay 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 

593.. 1 583 1 6 9 04  
60,8 I 6o,i 
65,2 654  1 71J 
734 •75,7 
77,8 76,4 72,9 
74,7 75,C  74,2  
- ? 0 6c.  r r 
76.3 73.4 76.9 
88.7 82.3 76.9 
78.6 81,2 76,6 

40,81 40..7 6i'7 447 43,9 58,6 47,1 46 70,6 39,8 39 , 3 570 
4-1O4- 40,2 ,8 616 615 66,8 41,8 4c 65.9 41,6 4O6 59.7 
61 61,7 179 1  47,5 43,7 572 ' 	55. 563 67,0 479 43,3 60,3 
81:5 84:1 73.8 83.8 8,2 655 61,3 84, 64,3 73 , 5 76(1 63, 4  
97,6 98,4 84,1 59..1 57,Q 582 80,3 77o3 '6,O 688 66,1 60,1 
07,0 107,5 8o8 458 47,,O 61,0 72,8 73,4 u3,2 70,2 70,7 58.9 
69,5 69.3 679 49.9 49,1 57,7 54.0 53.4 62,8 615 60,7 65.3 
60..7 58.3 56.6 57,8 48,2 46.1 65.6 51,2 48.8 64.2 
73.5 76,6 78.9 551 56,2 60,4 675 69,1 75,2 569 58.2 64,6 
83.0 75.9  78.2 60,6 56.8 59,8 104.4 95.4 77.0 67.9 62.0 6406 
82.6 84,9 78.6 45.8 48.2 56.1 93.1 96.5 77,2 60.5 62.6 67.4 



7 Firnisj 
BIC 

81,7 1 71,7 
115,5 1  76,0 

53.4 66,7 
57.9 69.0 
59-7 67,1 
74.9 72,7 
69,6 68,2 
72,8 75.1 
5439 686 
56,6 70,8 
76.3 73.4 
83,6 72,'( 
86o 75.4 

119,6 78.,7 

INDEX NULLBERS OFETkIL SALES - (AVERhGE FOR 1O = lO 

A. Unadjusted. 	B. Correctad for Number of Busineas Days, 
C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 

I 

Departmental 
Year and Month  

A 

November 	83.1 
December ,., 114,3 

January Co.. 	54.1 
February ... 	54.4 
March ....,, 	61,4 
April 	72,6 
Aay ...,..,,. 	7005 
June ,,,,, 	721 
July .00CO.G 	55.4 
August .... 	60.4 
September 	71,6 
October ,.,,, 	87,6 
Noiember 	88,5 
Deembe ..... 116,5 

January 	53 , 6 
February ... 57.6 
March .,,.,, 	62,5 
April .,.... 	72,1 
May ....,.. 	74,7 
June ....... 	73.4 
July ...... . 	57.7 
August ..... 	62.8 
September .. 	78.8 
October .... 	94.7 
November ... 	85.0  

Drugs 
(23 C}ain) 

A E B i c 

71,5 	72,2 	72,2 
85,4 1 84,0  1 73-6 

72,]. 70,6 73.6 
68.9 74,7 73.9 
76,8 74,8 74,1 
71.7 73.0 73,8 
72O 70,4 73,3 
70,7 71.3 70,6 
71,4 70,4 72.5 
74,1 70,.8 72,2 
69.8 72,6 74,1 
74,4 72,9 73,6 
76,8 75,7 75.7 
87.9 88,4.  77,5 

Dyers and Cleaners 

	

69,71 68,5 	76,1 
59.11 60,4 1  78.5 

51.7 	50,8 	71.6 
44,7 1 47.6 1 68,1 
64,1 63.0 70,0 
96.3 98,4 70,3 
93.7 92,1  73.7 
90,0 92,0 82, 
77.6 76.3 77,9 
765 72,4 750 4  
83,2 88,6 73,2 
88,1 83.4 75.]. 
71.1 
56,6 

69,9 
57,8 

77,6 
75.1 

Furniture 
(7Chains) 
-I BTC 

	

72,3 	71.7 	69.6 
79.4 1 79.6 1 71,0 

	

44,8 	4404 	66,3 

	

55,6 	592 	71,3 
63,7 61,7 68.6 
74,8 76,8 71,8 
77,4 76,7 66.1 
708 71,0 71.0 
59,2 58,6 73,3 
78,6 73,7  72.2 
85,o 90.5 74,,2 
93,6 89,7  76.0 
84,7 81.7 79.4 
85.8 88.5 79.0 

Groceries and Meats 

71,7 70,8 71,6 
75 0 3 73.0 68.2 

71,7 71.7 73.9 
67.6 71.8 73e2 
75,2 70,0 72,9 
73,9 73,1 730 0  
74,8 74.7 70,5 
71,4 68.9 68.9 
69.9 70.4 71,8 
71.5 64.6 70,2 
696 73.9 73,9 
77.3 75.4 750 4  
75,4 70,1 70,8 
80,3 83.9  78,4 

75,2 74,2 76,5 
74.2 71,6 73.1 
74,8 76,0 78.3 
73,8 76.7 72,4 
79.3 75.1 70,9 
74.1 75.2 75.2 
74.2 73.3 74.7 
74.8 70.9 77.0 
74.9 77.0 77.0 
83.5 75.5 75.5 
73.6 76.5 77.3 

527 65.9 72,6 70.9 73,8 51,9 51.0 71,8 48,1 47,7  71,1 
58.4 69,5 73,7 75,3  74.6 48,8 49,9 71.3 59,6 59,8 72,0 
61,9 72,0 73,8 74,2 73,5 68,4 67,2 70,7 63.0 62,4  69,3 
74.0 6.8 74.3 75.2 75,9  112,0 1145 84,8 76,3 78,3 73,2 
75.2 73.8 74.1 72,1 75.1 105,6 107,9  86,3 87,9 88,2 7..0 
72,7 75,0 72.5 73.8  73.1 90.9 89,3 80,5 78,8 78.1 78.1 
56.8 71.0 75,1 73.3 75.6 82.7 81.3 82.9 67.0 66.4 83.0 
61.3 76.6 73.0 71.7 73.2 76.6 75.2 78.3 82.1 82.3 80.7 
80.9 77.8 73.6 74.5 76.0 87.0 88.9  73.4 87.9 90.3 74.0 
88.7 77.1 81.5 77,8  78.6 84.4 79.9  72.0 105.9 99.2 84.0 
87.3 76.5 74.1 77.1 77.1 57.0 58.2 64.7 87.3 89.6 87e0  



INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES  JGE FOR 1930 =jj 
A. Unadjusted, 	B. Corrected for Number of Business Days. 

C. kdjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations, 

Year and Aonth 
Hardware 

(16 	Chainj 
Music and Radio 

(9 	Chains) 
B 	C 

Restaurants 
C14_ChainsJ 

B 	C 

Variety 
(.9 	Chains, 
 B 	C 

November 69.4 68.2 72.6 59.6 58,8 41,7 51,2 51,8 53.9 83.9 83.7 82.9 
December 79.9 81.7 80.1 67.4 69,2 4.3.8 53,7 52,9 51.8 1 	159.6 155.1 8308 

1935- 
January 	.,,,,, 52.4 51,5 80.5 37.2 36,7 4.4.2 49,0 43.1 514 53.2 53.3 79.5 
February .,.,, 49.8 53.0 78,0 36,1 38,0' 44.4 44,9 48.7 50.8 57.7 61.5  831 
March 	,,,,.,., 62.3 61,2 79,5 39,7 39,2 47,3 51.4 50,5 52.0 67.5 63.7 80,6 
April 	...,,.,, 80,6 82.4 78,5 35,5 36,4 45,0 50,7 51,4 50,9 77, 9  80.9 87,0 

102,4 100,8 74.1 43.,') 42,4 48,8 51.9 50,8 50.8 79,5 79,7 76,6 
June 	.,,,,.,., 87,2 89,2 77,6 30.2. 0.9 43,5 49,8 50,7 50,2 88.6 86,1 83,6 
July 	..,....,, 8209 83,5 81,1 26.6 26,2 40,4 51.2 50,2 48.3 82,8 83,3 83,3 
August 	.. .... , 64,1 81,6 80.0 35,2 33,4 44,0 55.4 53e6 50,6 83,7 76,6 83.3 
september 90,7 99.1 81.2 52,3 55.9 40,8 53.0 54.5 51.9 77.9 83,0 8505 
October 	,,,,,, 95 , 5 92,6 82,7 66,6 63,3 48,o 54,3 53.3 53.3 90,4 88,1 83.,9 
November ..,,. 81,4 62.1 87.3 66.0 65.1 46,2 52,5 52,6 54,7 91,3 86,1 2 
December ,,,,, 77,9 81.7 80.i 67,7 69,5 44.0 5,5.7 55.4 54.3 164,0 169,7  91.7 

12.16 
January 	•.,,,, 54.5 54,9 85,8 43.2 42,6 51,4 50.4 49,3  53.0 53,4 53,3 79,6 
February 	..,... 51.9 51.1 80,0 40,4. 41.5 47.7 49.0 50,8 53.0 60,8 59,1 79,8 
11arch 	.,,,.,,, 69,0 67,6 90,4 36,6 36,2 44.1 52,7 52.4 54.0 65,1 65.5 81,8 
April 	..,.,,. 8605 90,7  86,4 36,9 37,8  464 51.7 52,4 51,9 80,4 83.2 905 
May 	....... 115 , 3 120.9 88.9 50,1 51,5 59.1 53 , 3 52,3  52,3 91,2 88.3 84.9 
Jtme 	..,...... 110.0 110.9 96.4 34,9 34,5 48,5 52,4 53.1  52.6 93.1 93.6 90.9 
July 	...,..... 97.9 98.47  95.3 34.1 33.6 51.7 55.8 54.6 53.0 88.8 88.7 88.7 
August 	....... 1CL.5 102.3 1).3 3..9 ,,1.5 'L5 57.3  54  53.2  87.1 82.5 89.6 
september .... 116.5 122.1 100.1 63.3 64.9 47.4 55.3 56.1  53.4 85.5 88.4 91.1 
October 	•..... 120.2 116.7 104.2 69.8 66.3 50.3 55.1 53,4 53.4 100.7 92.2 87.8 
November ..... 98.5 103.3 109.9 61.0 62.6 44.4 52.7 54.2 56.4 90.6 93.7 92.8 

'S... 



YEAR-TO-YEAR CO1ARISON OF SALES FOR CORRESPONDING MONTHS 

D. Percentage change from corresponding month in 1930 - 
E. Percentage change from corresponding month in preceding year. 

(Supplementary) 

Year and Month 
General 

 dex 
Boots and 

Shoes Cany 
Men's 

C1othirg 
Women's 
Clothing Deartmenta1 Dru__- 

D E D E D E D E D E D D 

September 	.... 
October 	...... 
November ..... 

-284 
-27.9 
-24,0 

- 0.3 
+ 5,4 
+ 4,9 

-20.0 
-30, 4  
-29,5 

+ 4.8 
+ 0,9 
•!-15,0  

-383 
-35.0 
-39,3 

- 5.9 
- 1.4 
- 1,4 

-32.7 
-26.8 
-11,6 

-F 0.2 
+13, 6  
+11.8 

-34.4 
-37,4 
-29,5 

+ 5.5 
+ 7.8 
+11.4  

-27.7 
-28,4 
-19.9 

+ 1.3 
+ 3.3 
+ 6,9 

-25.3 
-27 , 0 
-235 

- 	0.7 
+ 5.4 
+ 2.0 

1935 
September ..., 
October 	.,.... 
November 	.,,,. 

-28.5 
-25,0 
-18,8 

- 0.1 
+ 4.1 
+ 6,9 

-23. 2  
-27.7 
-20.4 

- 3.9 
+ 3,8 
+12.9 

-40.1 
-33.9 
-35.5 

- 3.0 
+ 1.8 
+ 6.3 

-28.7 
-24,4 
- 3.3 

+ 6,1 
+ 3.3 
+ 9,4 

-40.8 
-35,8 
-26.8 

- 9,7 
+ 2.6 
-t 3,8 

-28.3 
-25.2 
-14.7 

- 3.8 
-- 	4,4 
+ 6.5 

-25.3 
-24.3 
-17.9 

- 
+ 36 

7.4 

121 
September 	.... 
October 	...... 
November ,,,,, 

-21.6 
-17.7 
-20,3 

+ 9.6 
+ 96 

1,9 

-17.8 
-15 ,1  

1 	-17.4 

- 
-F 	7.0 
+17.4 

1 	+ 38 

-37.2 
-30.2 
-435 

+ 4.8 
+ 5,6 

1 	.12,4 

19,1 
-10.3 
- 4.3 

+13,4 
+18.6 

1.1 

35.3 
-29.8 
-29,6 

+ 9.2 
+ 9o3 

3,8 

-21.1 
-19.1 

p 	-18,0 

+10.1 
+ 8.1 

1 	- 4,0 

-21.2 
-17.1  
-20-7 , 1 

+ 5,4 
+ 9c5 

3.5 
= £- - - 

Dyers and 
Year and Month[ 	C1eaiers Furniture 0 	and Meats 

JIrTriTi 

-- 

Hard'iare 	Radio 	A Restaurants I 	Variet 

September ..,, -33.2 - 1.8 --26,2 +13.7  -26.5 - 5.6 -21,8 + 9,4 -53,4 +20,5 -47.6 - 6.9 -13.9 + 0.9 
October 	,,.... -26.0 + 83 -28,9 +18.2 -23,5 + 5,2 -19. +34,3 -58,5 +35,6 -46.5 - 3.1 -18,1 + 6.8 
November ..,., -14.2 +12,8 -32. +28,9 -24,8 - - -31.2 + 7,6 56.5 +19.9 -41.4 - 1.3 -17.4 + 8.7 

195 - 
September ..,. -30.1 + 4,5 -19,6 + 9.0 -26,6 - 0.1 -18.9 + 3,7 -53.9 - 0,9 -47.2 + 0.8 -16,1 - 2.5 
October 	...... -23.3 + 3.6 -16.6 +17.3 -21,4 + 2,7 -17.0 + 3.1 -52,0 +15.8 -45.4 * 2.1 -14.2 + 4.8 
November ...,, -12.4 + 2,0 -20,7 +17.2 -20.9 + 52 -19.3 +17.3 -51 .9 +10.7 -39.9 + 2.5 -10.1 + 8.8 

September •... -27,0 + 4.6 -16.8 + 3.4 -21.0 + 7.6 + 4.1 +28.4 -44.2 +21.0 -44.9 + 4.3 - 7.9 + 9.8 

October ...,, -26.5 - 4,2 - 5,6 +13. 1  -15.0 + 8.2 + 4,4 +25.9 -49.7 + 4,8 44,6 + 1,5 - 4.5 +11.4 

November 	,.,. -29.8 	1  -19. 8  -18.3 4 3,1 -22.8 - 2.4 - 2.4 +21.0 1 	-55 , 5 7,6 39.7 1 + 0,4 
-u- 

10,,8 0.8 
- -- 	 - 
upon actual monthly 

- 	-- 	 .-.-----.--- - 
sales figures. 

- 
No 

- 
allowances 

=-=---- 	-. .- -- 	 .- - 
N.B. 	These percentage changes are based have 

----- - 
been made for differences in the 

number of working days or for se&sonal variations. 
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