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CHANGES IN THE VALUE OF RETAIL SALES, FEBRUARY, 1936 

The value of retail sales in Canada in February, 1936, as meas-
ured by the index numbers of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics (base 
average for 1930 = 100), remained unchanged as compared with February, 
1935, and declined slightly as compared with January of this year. The 
index numbers were 69.1 for February, 69.9 for January and 69.1 for Feb- 
ruary, 1935. 

These figures are based on returns furnished. by 37 departmental 
firms and 169 chains comprising more than 3,300 stores. Three series of 
index numbers for each kind of business are shown in the tables ro)Loaiin. 
The first series is unadjusted. The second is computed on an average daiI 
basis and makes allowance not only for the varying number of business days 
from month to month but also for the varying sales importance of the dif... 
ferent days of the week. The third series is corrected for number of bus-
iness days and also for seasonal variations. The figures quoted in this 
summary are those adjusted for both number of business days and z. ,easoaal 
variations. 

s compared with January, there were gains in six out of the 
thirteen groups for which figures are sho*n. Advances were recorded for 
Boots and Shoes, Candy, Women's Clothing, Department Stores, Furniture, and 
Variety Stores. Decines were thonfor Men's Clothing, Drugs, Dyers and 
Cleaners, Groceries and Meats, Hardware, Music and Radio, and Rturant.a. 

s compared with February, 1935, gains were reported in seven 
out of thirteen groups. Improvement was srlown for Boots and Shoes, Candy, 
Dyers and Cleaners, Furniture, Hardware, Music and Radio, and Restaurants. 
Recessions occurred in Men's and 'Vomen's Clothing, Department Stores, 
Drugs, Groceries and Meats, and Variety Stores. 

Boots and Shoes.--Retail sales of boots and shoes were 3.2 per 
cent above January, 193, and showed an increase of 5.6 per cent in dollar 
value as compared with February, 1935. Index numbers were 63.8, 61.8 and 
0.4 for February, 1936, January, 1936, and February, 1935, respectively. 

Candy.--The index of candy sales for February was 66.5 as com-
pared with 65.5 in February, 195, 60.9 in February, 1934, and 60.6 in 
February, 19.3. There was a gain of 13.5 per cent over sales in January 
of this year. 

Furniture.--The gain in the index of furniture sales over the 
same month last year was 2.5 per cent, while the improvement shown over 
January of this year was 2.8 per cent. 

Variety.--Whilo a slight increase over January is evident in 
sales of variety stores, there was a recession as compared with February 
of last year. The index for February, 1936, was 79.7 and that for Febru- 
ary, 1935, 83.1. 

Restaurants.--For the sixth successive month, restaurant sales 
have increased over the corresponding month in the previous year. The in-
dex number for February was 5.7, an increase of 3.7 per cent over the 
February, 1935, figure, 50.8. 



INDEX Nu4:FRc OP RETkTL SQ0 - (AVERE FR 1930 = 100) 

A. Unadjusted. B. Corrected for Nunber of Business Dars, 
C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 

Boots and Shoes 
(16_Chains) 

Candy 
(6_C031115) 

Year and Month  

Men' s Clothing 
(15 	Chains) 

Women's Clothing 
(12 Chains) 

Departmental 
(37 Frri) 

1934 

February .... 37.5 39.9 62.3 51.7 56.0 60.9 37.9 40.5 65.0 38. 45.5 59.6 04.9 56.5 69.7 
March ....... 73.8 69.4 78.9 54.2 78.8 60.6 61.1 590 590 59.0 55.9 600 67.1 65.3 68.0 
April 	....... 71.0 73.0 70,2 55.2 58.2 68.4 66.0 68.5 59.6 62.3 64.5 59.7 66.3 68.1 70.9 
May 	......... 92.1 92.8 79.3 60.0 59.5 60.5 76.1 76.1 65.0 68.7 68.6 62.4 73.6 72.9 71.5 

June 	......,, 109.3 10298 775 48.4 48.7 60.6 73,9 69e6 60.0 74.7 70.2 58.5 69.9 68,0 70.1 

July 	........ 68,6 71.1 69.7 46.8 47.9 56.4 52,1 53.8 63.3 55.5 57.2 61.5 54.2 55.6 69.5 

August 	...... 58.2 56.4 68.0 58.6 57.6 58.7 45.5 43.6 62.3 52.3 50.1 65.9 59.0 56.1 70.1 
september ... 71.5 71.5 73.7 54.2 54.0 58.0 5e.1 56.1 61.0 57.7 57.6 64.0 72.2 75.7 72.8 
October ..... 68.1 66.6 68.6 56.4 56.0 58.9 85.2 85.2 67.1 60.5 59.1 61.5 83.9 80.4 69.9 
November •.., 70.5 70.2 65.0 49.2 49.6 57.9 80.0 65,0 68.0 60.6 59.8 64,3 83.1 81.7 71.7 
December .,.. 121.5 117.0 82.9 115.4 112,0 60.2 94.7 92.9 72,6 122,2 119.8 64.7 112.0 113.2 74,5 

1955 
January ..... 43.9 43.9 66.5 39.8 59.4 52.5 44.8 44•6 67.6 38.3 58.1 55.3 56.3 55.6 69.5 
February .... 36.4 36.7 60.4 55.6 600 65.5 39.6 42.1 67.8 59.4 41,6 61.5 54.5 570 68.9 
March .,..,. 61,2 57.6 77.9 52.2 50.3 592 53.2 50.1 602 51.6 480 63.9 61,1 59,4 66.7 
April 	....... 85.1 86.1 75,0 78.9 80.8 6,2 84.9 89.1 65,0 70,6 74.0 59.7 72,5 74,5 72,4 
May 	...,,.... 60.9 80,9 69,2 60.6 59.7 61.0 71.4 71.1 60.8 6110 60.7 55.2 70.8 69.9 68,5 
June 	......., 109.8 106.5 80,1 47.1 46,9 61.0 75.5 736 650 690 67.8 56,5 70.8 71.5 75.7 
July 	......,. 700 70,6 69.2 44,0 43.6 51.5 57.7 57.7 67.9 56.5 56.3 60.5 56.9 56.4 70.5 
August 	...... 62,6 57.2 6c.9 59.2 55.4 56.6 500 46.0 65.6 50.5 46.1 60.6 53.5 55.7 69.7 
September ... 68.7 75.0 75.3 52.6 55.4 59.6 59.5 650 68.8 52.1 55.5 61.5 71.6 76.4 730 
October ,.,.. 70,7 69.1 71,2 57,4 56,8 59.8 88.0 85.4 68.9 62.1 00.1 62.e 38.4- 84.3 73.3 
November •,,, 79.6 740 69.4 52.5 50.4 58.6 94,1 3,13o6 700 62.9 53.1 63.5 28.1 85.6 75,0 
December ..,. 117.2 121.0 85,6 116.8 119.7 64,3 100.4 104.5 81,6 121,7 126.6 63.4 116.5 119.4 78.5 

1936 

January ..... 41.0 40.8 61.8 44.7 45.9 58.6 47.7 47.1 71.4 40.2 39.7 57.5 54.4 53.5 66.8 
F&criry •'' 42.1 40.9 63.8 61.4 61.2 66.5 42,6 41.6 67.1 41.7 40.7 59.8 57.0 57,568.5 

to 



INDEX NUMJR9 07 RETJL TJM - ('V'f FOR 1930 = ; c!Q) 

A. Unadjusted. B. Corrected for 1kunber of Business Days. - 
C. .'tdjusted for Number of Bzsiness Das and Seasonal Var.ationa. 

Year and Month 

Drugs 
(23 Chain3) -  

Dyers &Cleaners 

(8 	Chains) 

Purrtithre 

(7 	Chains) 

ccrie 
(3 _C13ins) 

Hardware 
(16_Chains) 

A B C B C  B C  B 	- C  B C 

19154 

February .... 64.8 70.3 69.6 49.1 52.3 74.7 •'r8.6 51.8 62.4 68.6 72.9 74.4 45.2 48.0 37.7 

March s .,,.,, 75.4 72.1 71.4 72.5 71.3 71.3 56.9 55.1 61.3 7e.7 73.8 73.8 55.1 54.2 70.4 
April 	eoos.ae 69.2 72,0 12,7 87.9 89.9 69.1 65.5 67.3 62.9 71.6 74.5 7...,4 ,k,2 75,9 72.3 
May 	........ 70.3 68.9 71.7 94.0 92.4 75.9 74.9 74.2 64.0 76.8 77.4 73.0 103.7 102.0 75.0 
June 	,,,,,... 72,7 71.7 71.0 83.4 82.0 73.9 67.7 65.6 65.6 74,7 69,5 69,5 55,4 84.0 75.1 
July 	.....,. 66,9 69,3 71,5 72.4 74.1 75,6 51.2 52,6 65.7 67.9 70,4 71.8 77.1 78.9 76,6 

.LugUst 	,..... 70.4 68.7 70.1 78.1 74.0 77,1 72.5 69,4 68.1 69.9 67.2 73.1 77.9 73.8 72.4 
September .,. 69,8 70.4 71.9 79.6 84.8 70.1 78.0 81.1 66.5 69,7 68.6 68,6 8705 93.2 76,5 
October •,.., 71,8 70.8 71.5 6.0 80.4 72.5 79.8 76,4 64.7 75.5 74.4 74.4 92.6 87,7 78.3 
Nevember ,... 71.5 72.2 72.2 69,7 68.5 76.1 72.5 71.7 69.6 71.7 70.8 71.6 69.4 68.2 72,6 
December .... 85.4 340C 73.6 59.1 60.4 78.5 79.4 79.6 71.0 75.3 73.0 68.2 79.0 81.7 80.1 

1935 

January ..... 72.1 70.6 73.6 51.7 50.8 71.6 44.8 44.4 6C.3 71.7 71.7 75.9 52.4 51.5 80,5 
February .... 68.9 74.7 73.9 44.7 47.6 68.1 55.6 59.2 71.3 67.6 71.8 75.2 49.8 53.0 78.0 
March .,...,, 76.8 74.8 74.1 c4,1 6.0 7u.0 6.5.7 61.7 68.6 75.2 70.0 72.9 62.3 61,2 79.5 

71.7 73.0 73.6 96.5 98.4 70.5 74.8 76.8 71.8 73.9 78.1 73.0 80.6 82.4 78.5 
May 	......... 72.0 70.4 75.3 93.7 92.1 75.7 77.4 76.7 66.1 74.6 74.7 70.5 102.4 100.6 74.1 
June 	•.,,.... 70.7 71.3 70.6 90.0 92.0 82.9 70.8 71.0 71.0 71,4 68,9 68.9 87.2 89.2 77.6 

July 	........ 71.4 70.4 72.5 77.6 76.3 77.9 39.2 56.6 73.3 69.9 70.4 71.6 82.0 83.5 81.1 

August 	...... 74.1 70.8 72.2 76.5 72.4 75.4 78.6 75.7 72.2 71.5 6 , .6 70.2 &..1 81.6 80.0 

September ... 69.8 72.6 74.1 83.2 88.6 73.2 85.0 90.5 74.2 69.6 73.9 73.9 90.7 90.1 81.2 

Octcbcr ,..,. 74,4 72.9 73.6 88.1 83.4 75.1 93.6 89.7 76.0 77,3 73,4 75,4 95,5 92,6 82.7 

November .... 76,8 75.7 75.7 71.1 69.9 77.6 84,7 81,7 79,4 75,4 70.1 70.8 81,4 6.1 37.3 

December .... 87.9 88.4 77.5 56.6 57.8 75.1 85.8 88.5 79.0 8C.5 839 78.4 77.9 61.7 80.1 

1936 

January ..... 72.6 70.9 73.8 51.9 51.0 71.8 48.1 47.7 71.1 75.3 74,4 7.7 54.5 54.9 85.8 
February .... 72.6 74.2 73.5 48.8 49.9 71.3 60.5 60.7 73.1 74.2 71.6 73.1 1.9 54.4 8.0 

CA 



33.6 32.6 	177 51.9 54.0 35.5 59.1 79.9 5.2 59.9 68.9 
32.5 39.6 	56.7 55.0 56.7 76.1 71.7 67.4 69.3 66.3 67.6 
30.7 37,9 	53,9 55.3 54.8 69.8 72,2 80,2 67.4 69,6 69,6 
.56.6 t2.0 	56.8 557 55.7 92,4 	92.9 89,' 75.3 75.0 71,4 
28.5 410.2 	55.3 55.3 54.8 90.0 8419 2,4 72,6 69,4 687 
25.3 38,9 	54.1 53.S 52,2 79,2 21.9 81.9 62,2 09.1 
32,1 •.2.2 	57,3 56.0 52.9 77.7 7..5 82.1 63,4. 60,8 69.9 
56 • 5 41.2 	52.6 55.5 50,9 79.9 79.7 82.2 69,7 71.2 00,8 
54,0 41.4 	53.' 5,2 52.2 86,5 54.4 80.4 77.7 75.5 70.5 
5.5 43,7 	i.% 51.8 53.9 85.9 63.7 62.9 74.9 1/4.1 69,9 
69,2 43.8 	53.7 32.9 51.8 159.6 155,1 & 95,2 94.5 71,1 

36.7 442 	40,0 4(3,1 51,7 5302 53,5 79.5 58,6 5,2 69,2 
38,6 44,4 	44,9 48,7 50,8 57.7 61.5 53,1 56,47 60,1 691 
39.2 47,6 	51,1 SOOS 52.0 67,5 63.7 8.6 66.8 61.8 69,5 
36.4 -15.0 	507 51.4 50,9 77. 60,9 87.0 72,9 75.7 09,5 
42,4 4-8,8 	51,9 50.8 5018 79,5 79.7 76.6 72.4 71,6 68.4 
30,9 43,5 	19,8 50,7 50,2 88.6 86.1 23,6 71,6 71.0 70,3 
20,2 40,4 	51,2 50,2 48,8 82.8 63.3 83.3 63,0 62.9 69,9 
33,4 44.0 	55.4 53,6 50,6 83.7 76.6 83,3 64.9 60,2 69,2 
55.9 40.8 	53,0 54,5 51,9 77.9 83,0 65.5 69,7 74,0 72,6 
63.3 48.0 	54,3 53.3 55,3 90.4 88.1 63.9 81.2 76.4 73.2 
65.1 4-6.2 	52,5 52.6 54.7 91.3 86.1 85,2 80,0 76.7 72.4 

35.7 55,4 5.3 164,0 169.7 91.7 98.9 102.0 76.7 

42,7 51,5 	50,4 49.3 53.0 33.4 53,3 79.6 59,5 58,7 €9. 
41.3 4.4 	4.7 50.6 52.7 , 	'0.7 59.0 79.7 6'.5 00.1 69,1 

1936 
February 	...... . .......... 
March 	.,..... ............... 32.9 
.)111 	................... ..v 29,9 

. 	/ 
June 	•eo.• .... . 	 oo.. 25.9 
May 	• ....................... .. 

July 	•Oo,S 	... ............. 24.7 
gu 	... ....... OObSe•Ot *4 338 

cpt.'ber 	. . . , 	. . . .. .52.8 
Oct_:1,er ,., 	........ 0.0,..., 

1'T0veml.er , 59.6 
December ,  67.4 

1935 
Janu&ry 

 

............... 37 c 2 
February • £ 	. . 	. • 	. . . . . . 36.1 
March 	. • , ..............., 2nC)7 

April 	.....,. ...... 35.5 
May 	 ''''''.,.. 43,0 
June 	.......... 30.1 
July ,,. ........... ......... 

up,ust 35.2 cec...c 

52.3 

Norern1x_x 	, _ • • .......... 000 
October 	......................6(3.6 

* 
December 37,7 II.,,... •• 	•S••• 

1956 
January 43.3 ••,,•,••••••,.•, 
F.br.ia ry 	. . . . • . . . . . . . . • . , , . , 40 . 2 

ThIX NUMB1 OF 	ll 	- (AvEREOR 1930 = 100) 

A. Unadjusted. B. Corrected for Numbur of D.isiness Days. 
C. Adjusted for iumber of Business DaA and Seasonal Variations. 

Year and Month 
Lusic and Radio 

(9 Chains) 

lB 	fC 

€.ataurarits 
(14 Chains) 

:, 	l 	Ic 

Variety 	General Index 
(9 Chains) 	(206 iirms) 

- _ 
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