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CHANGES IN THE VALUE OF RETAIL SALES, MAY, 1936 

Retail sales in Canada during May, 1936, increased by 6 per cent 
over May, 1935, and 3 per cent as compared with April, 1936, according to 
index numbers compiled by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. The seasonally 
adjusted index, whioh also makes allowance for differences In the number of 
working days, was 72.9 for May, 1936, as against 68.3 for May, 1935, 70.7 
for April, 1936, and an average of 70.3 for the first four months of this 
year (base average for 1930 = 100). Comparable figures for the month of 
May in previous years follow: May, 1930 - 102.3; May, 1931 - 86.5; May, 
1932 - 74.1; May, 1933 - 67.6, and May, 1934 - 71.4. 

These figures are based on returns furnished by 37 departmental 
firms and 169 chains comprising more than 3,300 stores. Three series of 
index numbers for each kind of business are shown in the tables following. 
The first series is unadjusted. The second is computed on an average daily 
basis and makes allowance not only for the varying number of business days 
from month to month, but also for the varying sales importance of the dif-
ferent days of the week. The third series is corrected for number of bus-
iness days and also for seasonal variations. 

When adjustments were made to allow for differences in the number 
of businessdays and for normal seasonal variations, gains over May, 1935, 
occurred in twelve out of thirteen sub-groups. The largest increase was 
shown by Hardware chains which did 20 per cent more business than a year 
ago. Music and Radio sales were up 19 per cent; Dyers and Cleaners, 18 
per cent; Boots and Shoes, 17 per cent, and Furniture, 16 per cent. Other 
groups which showed substantial gains over May of last year were Women's 
Clothing, 12 per cent; Variety StoTes, 11 per cent, and Departmental 
Stores, 8 per cent. A gain of 3 per cent was evident in the Men's Clothing, 
Drug and Restaurant groups, while Grocery and Meat chains reported a rise 
of less than 1 per cent. The only decline occurred in Candy sales which 
fell from 61.0 to 58.3, a decrease of 4 per cent. 

Year-to-Year Comparison of Sales f or Corresponding Months.--With 
this bulletin there commences the addition of a supplementary table for 
ready reference for firms wishing to compare the value of sales in any 
month, first, with the corresponding month in 1930 and, second, with the 
corresponding month in the immediately preceding year. The comparisons 
with the corresponding month of 1930 are given in Column A of the supplemen-
tary table, while comparisons with the corresponding month in the immediately 
preceding year are shown in Column B. For example, Column A in the Boot and 
Shoe Store classification shows that Boot and Shoe Store sales were 19.3 per 
cent lower in May, 1936, than in May, 1930. Column B shows that Boot and 
Shoe Store sales were 20.6 per cent higher in May, 1936, than In May, 1935. 

It should be clearly understood that all figures in Column A show 
the percentage changes from the corresponding month in 1930. For instance, 
sales of Boot and Shoe Stores showed declines of 23.8 per cent, 33.1 per 
cent and 19.3 per cent in May, 1934, 1935 and 1936 respectively, as compared 
with May, 1930. On the other hand, each figure in Column B shows the per-
centage change from the corresponding month in the immediately preceding 
year. Again referring to the Boot and Shoe Store section, sales were 18.8 
per cent higher in May, 1934, than in May, 1933; they were 12.1 per cent 
lower in May, 1935, than in May, 1934, and they were 20.6 per cent higher in 
May, 1936, than in May, 1935. 

The comparisons for March and April, and for each of the other kind-
of-business classifications, are also shown and should be interpreted in the 
same manner as those for Boot and Shoe Stores. 

These percentage changes are based upon the actual value of sales 
in each month and no corrections have been made for differences in number of 
business days or for seasonal variations. 
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ThDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALE - (AVERAC.E FOR 1930 100) 

A. Unadjusted. B. Corrected for Number of Business Days. 
C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 
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INDEX 14UMBEW3 OF rET'JL S.L3 - 	OR 1930 100) 

A. Unadjusted. B. Corrected for Numier of Business Days. 
C. ..djusted for Number of Business Dtys and Sea.oria1 Variations. 

Dnps 
(23 Chaina) 

Dyers ard Cleaners 	Furniture 	p 	roceies 	.ri& 	ets iI.rcwire 
Year and Month  (e Chains) 	(7__Chains) 	(34 Ciins) (16__Ca.is A ii A U A B_ JU  B 
1954 I I 'pri1 	..... 69.2 72.0 72.7 87.9 89.9 69.1 65,5 67.3 62.9 71.6 74,5 72.4 74.2 75.9 72.3 
May 	......, 70.3 68,9 71.7 94,0 92.4 73.9 74.9 74,2 64.0 76.8 71.4 73.0 103.7 102. 75.0 
June ,..,,, 72.7 71.7 71.0 83.4 62.0 75,9 67.7 65.6 65.6 74.7 69.5 69,5 85.4 84.0 73.1 July 	...... 68,9 60.. 71,5 72,4 74.1 75.6 51,2 2.6 C6.7 67.9 70,4 71, 7i.1 78,9 76,6 
August .... 70.4 68.7 70.1 78.1 74.0 77.1 72,F 69.4 68.1 69,9 67.2 73.1 71.9 73.8 72.4 
9cptember . 69.8 70.4 71.9 79.6 84.8 70.1 7.0 81.1 66.5 69.7 h.0 68.6 87.5 93.2 76.5 October ,.. 71,6 70.8 71.5 65,0 80,4 72,5 76, 64,7 75.5 74,4 74,4 9 •6 7,7 7,3 November ,. 71,5 72.2 72.2 69.7 66,5 76.1 72.3 71.7 69.6 71.7 70.8 71.6 69,4 66,2 72.6 December •, 8.4 c34,C 73.6 59.1 60.4 78.5 73.4 79.6 71.0 75.Z 73.0 68.2 7,9 81.7 80.1 

1935 
Januazy ... 72.1 70.6 73.6 51.7 50.8 71.6 44.8 44.4 66,3 71.7 71.7 73.9 52.4 51.5 80.5 iebniary .. 68.9 74.7 73.9 44.7 47.6 68.1 o5.6 59.2 71.3 67.6 71.6 73.2 49.8 53.0 78.0 March .,.,, 76,8 74,8 74.1 64.1 63,0 70.0 63,7 61.7 68,6 75,2 10.6 72,9 62.3 61,2 79.5 A.pr1 	..... 71.7 73.0 73.8 96.3 96.4 70.3 74.8 76.8 71.8 73.9 78.1 73.0 80.6 62,4 73.3 May 	... ... , 74.0 70.4 73.3 93.7 93.1 73.7 77.4 76.7 66.1 r,4.8 74.7 70.5 102.4 160.8 74.1 June 	,.,,.. 70,7 71,5 7.6 90,6 92.0 82.9 70,8 71.0 71.0 71,'1 68.9 68.9 87.2 89,2 77.6 July ....,. 71.4 70.4 72.5 77.6 76.3 77.9 59.2 58.6 73.3 69.9 70.4 71.8 62.9 63.5 81.1 kugust ..., 74.1 70.8 72.2 76.5 72.4 75.4 78.6 73.7 72.2 71.5 64.6 70.2 64.1 61.6 80.0 September . 69.8 72.6 74.1 63.2 88.6 73,2 85.0 90.5 74.2 69.6 75,9 73.9 90.7 99.1 81,2 October ,,. 74.4 72.9 73.6 88.1 83,4 75,1 93.6 89,7 76.0 77.3 75.4 75,4 95.5 92.6 82.7 November .. 76. 75.7 75.7 71.1 69,9 77.6 4,7 81.7 79.4 75.4 70.1 70.8 61.4 82.1 87.3 December ,. 87,9 88.4 77.5 56.6 57.8 73.1 65,8 86.5 79,6 80.3 8.3.9 7,,4 77.9 31.7 80.1 
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I( MASERS OF RETAIL SALES - (AVERAfE FOR 1930 = 100) 

A. Unadjusted. B. Corrected for Number of Business Days. 
C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 

-- 

Year and Mcnth 
- 

Music and Radio 
(. 

Restaurants 
 (14 Chains) 

Variety 
 (9Chain) 	- 

0-eneral Index 
(206 Fims)  

A BI C A B C A B C A B C 
1934 

April 	•..... 20,9 30,7 37,9 53.9 55,3 54.8 69.8 72,2 60.2 67.4 69.6 69,6 
May 	.,...... 37,1 36.6 42,0 56.8 55.7 55.7 99,4 92.9 89.4 75,3 75.0 71.4 
June 	.,,,.., 28,9 28,5 40,2 55.3 55,5 54.8 9u.0 84.9 624 72,6 69,4 68.7 
July 	...,,., 24.7 25.3 38.9 54.1 53,8 52,2 79-2 81.9 81.9 60.5 62,2 69,1 
August 	,..., 33.8 321 42,2 57.3 560 52.9 77.7 75.5 82,1 63.4 60,8 69.9 
September .. 52.8 56,5 41.2 52.6 53,5 50,9 79.9 79.7 82,2 69.7 71.2 69.8 
October 57,5 54,6 41.4 55,2 52.2 52,2 86.3 L4.4 80,4 77.7 75.5 70,5 
November .,, 59,6 58.8 41,7 51.2 51,8 53,9 83,9 83,7 82,9 74,9 74.1 69,9 
December ,,, 67,4 69,2 43,8 53,7 52,9 51.8 159,6 151 8318 96.1 93.4 71.7 

January ..... 37.2 367 44,2 49,0 43,' 51,7 53-2 533 79,5 57.8 57,3 68.3 
February ,,, 36.1 38,6 44,4 44,9 48,7 50,8 57.7 61,5 83.1 56.4 60,2 69..2 
March ....,. 39.7 39,2 47,8 51,4 50.5 52.0 67.5 63,7 80,6 64.9 62.0 69,6 
kpril 35,5 36,4 45,0 50,7 51.4 50,9 77.J 80,9 87.0 73.0 75.8 69,6 
May 	.....,., 43,0 42.4 48.8 51.9 50,8 53,8 79.5 79,7 76.6 72.3 71.7 68,3 
June 	•.,.... 30.1 309 43.5 49.8 50.7 50,2 88.6 86.1 83,6 72.0 71.5 70,8 
July 	•,...,. 26.6 26.2 40.4 51,2 50.2 48,8 82.8 83.3 83.3 62.5 62.3 (39,5 
August 	..... 55.2 33.4 44.0 55.4 53.6 50.6 23.7 76.6 83.3 65,3 60.6 69.6 
September .. 52.3 55.0 40.8 53.0 54.5 51,9 77.9 83.0 85.5 69.6 74.0 72.5 
October ,.,, 6,6 63.3 48,0 54,3 53.3 53,3 90.4 88,1 83.9 80.9 78,1 730 
November .,, 66,0 65,1 46,2 52.5 52,6 54.7 91,5 86.1 85,2 80.1 76.9 72.5 
December .,, 67.7 69.5 44.0 55.7 55.4 54.5 164.0 169,7 91.7 98.9 102,1 76,8 

1936 
January .... 43.3 42.7 51.5 50.4 49.3 53.0 53.4 53.3 79.6 59.1 58.3 69.4 
February ... 40.3 41.4 47.5 49.0 50.8 53.0 60.8 -11. 79.8 1 	60.8 60.4 69.4 
March 	..,,.. 36.2 35.8 43.6 52.7 52.4 54.0 65.1 65,5 81.8 65,2 65.3 71.8 
pri1 36,8 37,7 46,6 51,7 52.4 51.9 80.4 83,2 90.5 75,3 75,6 70.7 

May 	...,,.,. 49.4 50.8 58.3 .53.4 52.4 52.4 91.4 88.5 85.1 77.9 76.5 72,9 



YEAR TO YEAR COMP&RISON OF SAlES FOR CORRF1ZPONDING MONThS 	(Supplementary) 

A. - Percentage change from corresponding month in 1930 . 
B. - Percentage change from corresponding month in preceding year. 

(Fo xp1anation or the fiii±e*9 given in thIs table, pTe'ase refer to the introduction.) 

Year 
and 

Boots and 
Shoes Candy 

s 
?.i Cling 

omen's 
Clothing Departmental Drugs 

Dyers end 
U.Leaners 

Month 
B A B A B  B A B A B A B 

1934 
March .,.,. -17.7 +61.5 - 8,9 491.6 -38.2 426.8 -32.9 +26.4 -24.2 +13.0 -29.5 4 6.2 -30.6 +24.5 
April .,... -42.5 - 2.4 -57 , 5 -31.4 -55,6 -20.2 -51,0 - 7.4 -37.2 - 0.4 -31,8 + 3.3 -35.9 4 0,3 
May 	....... -23.8 418.8 -43.5 -F 0,2 -39. 8  +11.6 -42.2 4 6.0 -29.8 4 5.1 -31.0 4 6.0 -31.4 4 9.5 

1935 
March 	..... -31.7 -17.0 -43.5 -38.0 -47,9 -15.7 -41.3 12.5 .30.6 8.5 -282 + 1,9 -38.6 -11.6 
April ..... -32.7 4 17.1 -39.3 442,7 -42.9 +28.5 -44,4 413,4 -31,2 4 9.5 -29.4 +-3,6 -29.7 4 9.5 
May 	....... -33.1 -12.1 -42.6 + 1.4 -43,6 - 6.2 1 	-48.6 -11,2 -32.8 - 4.2 -29.3 + 2.5 -31.6 - 0.4 

1936 
Marsh 	•.,,, -3,5 4 0.3 -48.6 - 9,0 -45,3 + 4.9 -46.2 - 8,4 -29,4 + 1,8 -31.1 - 4.0 -34,5 4 6.7 
April 	.... -34.0 - 1,9 -35.6 + 6,2 -45.6 - 4.7 -43.9 4 0,9 -31,7 - 0.8 -26,8 + 3 , 7 -18.1 +16,5 
May 	.....,. -19.3 +20,6 -44,1 - 2.6 -39,7 4 6,9 -4O6 -F15.7 -28,6 4 	6,1 -26,7 + 3,7 -22,5 +13,4 

Year Groceries Music ruxi General 
and Furniture and Meats Hardware Radio R0 staurants Variety Index 

Month 
A B A B 

1234 
March ,,.,. -42,6 4 6,9 -22.0 4- 	4,9 -38,8 410.0 -64.7 410,8 -43,3 4 0.7 - 9.6 +25.9 -26,8 411.6 
.ipril 	...., -35,5 +16,8 -32,3 + 2.1 -24, 

-16.1 
422.8 -62.3 414 -44.9 - 3.1 

4 
-24.8 - 5,6 -37.5 - 0. 

+ 6. May 	,,,•,, -33,9 +17,1 -30.0 4 1,4 +20.4 -54.9 +21, -45.6 0,1 -12.4 422.1 31.0 

1935 
March •,.., -35.7 412.0 -25.5 - 4,4 -30.8 +130 -57.4 420,6 .48,6 - 9,4 -19,8 -11.2 -31.5 6.4 
April ...., -26.4 414,1 -30,2 + 3.1 -17.8 4- 8.6 -55.3 418.6 -48.2 - 5.9 -16.1 411.5 32.3 4 8.2 
May 	....... -31.7 4 3.3 -31.9 -2.7 -17.2 -1.2 -47.7 +16.0 -02 - 8.5 -24.6 -1.9 V 337 - 4.0 

1936 
March ,.... -36.5 	- 1.2 -25.9 - 0.5 -23.3 +10.9 -61.1 - 8.7 47.3 + 2.5 	-22.7 - 3.6 31.2 + 0.4 
Lipril 	..... -24.9 	+ 2.0 - 0. - 	.1 

4 
-1 • 4 7.1 - 	.6 4 	.6 

+lq.,9 
-4 • 
-4o.o 

4 2. 	-1 • 
+ 2o 	-lj.j 

4 3.3 +15.0 
- 2.0 
-L8.6 

+ 0.4 
+ 7,7 may ....... 414.7 -21.7 -L7.b t.3 - b.I +13,3 -ji.9 
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