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CHNcTES IN THE VALUE OF RETAIL SALES, JIE, 1936 

The Dominion Bureau of Statistics' index number of retail sales 
advanced from 72.9 for May to 74.1 for June, an increase of 1.6 per cent. 
With the exception only of December, 1935, the figure for June is the high-
est recorded for any month since May, 1932. Compared with the same month a 
year ago, sales were up 4.7 per cent. These index numbers have been adjus-
ted for differences in the number of working days and for seasonal varia-
tions and are based on the average for 1930 as 100. 

As compared with May, 1936, the considerable advances in the 
sales of 	Groceries and Meats and Hardware, combined with moderate gains 
for Furniture, Candy, Departmental, Restaurantsand. Variety, more than coun-
terbalanced the declines registered by Drugs, Dyers and Cleaners, Boots and 
Shoes, Men's Clothing, Women's Clothing and Music and Radio, so that there 
was an increase in the general index of 16 per cent. 

A comparison with June, 1935, shows gains in eleven out of thir-
teen sub-groups, the increases ranging from 24.0 per cent for Hardware to 
1.3 per cent for Ments  Clothing. Other groups registering gains were Music 
and Radio, 17.9 per cent; Furniture, 10.0 per cent; Groceries, 9.3 per 
cent; Variety, 8.7 per cent; Restaurants, 6.4 per cent; Women's Clothing, 
4.4 per cent; Drugs, 3.1 per cent, and Boots and Shoes, 1.4 per cent. A 
decline of 1.5 per cent is shown for Department Store sales, while Candy 
decreased by 0.2 per cent. 

Without allowance for seasonal variations, June sales were up 3.5 
per cent as compared with June, 1935, but there was a drop of 4.4 per cent 
from May of this year. 

Returns furnished by 37 departmental firms and 169 chains compris-
ing more than 3,300 stores are used in the compilation of these statistics. 
Three series of index numbers for each kind of business are shown in the 
tables following. The first series is unadjusted. The second is computed 
on an average daily basis and makes allowance not only for the varying 
number of business days from month to month, but also for the varying sales 
importance of the different days of the week. The third series is corrected 
for number of business days and also for seasonal variations. 

Year-to-Year Comparison of Sales for Corresponding Months. --This 
bulletin shows a supplementary ':able for eady reference for firms wishing 
to compare the value of sales in any montc., first, with the corresponding 
month of 1930 and, second, with the corresponding month in the preceding 
year. The comparisons with the corresponding month of 1930 for each sub-
group are given in 'o1umn D of the supplementary table, while comparisons 
with the corresponding month in the preceding year are shown in Column E. 
For example, Column D in the Department Store classification shows that 
Department Store sales were 24.0 per cent lower in June, 1936, than in June, 
1930. Column E shows that Department Ftiore sales were 0.6 per cent higher 
in June, 1936, than in June, 1935. Similar comparisons are made for the 
months of April and May. 

It should be understood that all figures in Column D show the per-
centage change from the corresponding month in 1930. For instance, sales 
of Department Stores showed declines of 26.7 per cent, 24.4 per cent and 
24.0 per cent in June, 1934, 1935 and 1936 respectively, as compared with 
June, 1930. 

On the other hand, each figure in Column E shows the percentage 
change from the corresponding month in the preceding year. Again referring 
to the Department Store section, sales were 1.7 per cent higher in June, 
1934, than in June, 1933; they were 3.1 per cent higher in June, 1935, than 
in June, 1934, and they were 0.6 per cent higher in June, 1936, than in 
June, 1935. 

These percentage changes are based upon the actual value of sales 
in each month and no corrections have been made for differences in the num-
ber of business days or for seasonal variations. 
1/8/35. 



INDEX NThERS OF RETAIL F3ALE3 - (AVERkGE FOR 1930 100) 

A. Unadjusted. B. Corrected for Thniber of Business Days. 

C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 

Boots 
(16 

and Shoes 

Chains) 

B C A 

(6oiains 

Candy 

B C 
Year and Month 

 

A 

T n'sClothing 

5 	Chains) 

B C 
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-. 	(12 
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Chains 
Clothing 

- (n 

Departmental 

B C A B C 

1934 
Juno ,..,.o, 1093 1028 77.3 48.4 46,7 60.6 75,9 69 16 600 747 7002 585 69,9 68.0 70,1 

July G 0 a 	9 a 686 '7131 69,.7 4-58 479 '56,4 1 	52,1 538 63,3 555 57,2 61.5 54,2 55,6 69.5 

Augus; . 582 5G4 68,0 '586 57,6 53,7 5 43.6 62.3 53,.3 50.1 65.9 59,0 56,1 70,.1 

eptnihcr ,, 715 71L5 737 542 54./0 58,0 56.1 56C1 61.0 57.7 57,6 64.0 72.2 75.7 72,8 

Oc3her 68,'1 666 68,6 56/1- 56,0 58,9 85,.2 83,2 67,1 60,5 591 61,5 83.9 80,4 69.9 

Noven'or ,,, 70'5 70.2 GS C O 49,2 40,9 57.9 36,0 85.,Q 68,0 60,6 59,3 84,3 83,1 81,7 71.,7 

De3enther ,.,, 121,5 117,0 62,9 115,4 112.0 60,2 94,7 92,9 72,6 1:2,2 119.8 64,7 114,5 115.5 76,0 

1935 

anuary 43,9 45.9 66,5 39,8 39.4 52,5 44,8 44,6 67,6 38,3 38]. 553 54.1 53.4 66,7 

February 36.4 38,7 60,.4 5,6 60,3 65,5 3P,6 42,1 67,8 39,4 418 61,5 54,4 57,9 69,0 

March ,..,,,, 612 57,8 77,9 2..2 50,3 59,2 53.2 30,1 64,2 51,6 48,5 63,9 61,.4 59,7 67,1 

Apil 83,1 86,1 730 78,9 83.8 62, 2 84,9 89, ]. 65.0 70,6 74,0 59,7 72,6 74,9 72,7 

May 80.9 '80.,9 69,2 60,8 59.7 6J.,0 71.,4 71 11 6318 61,0 60,7 55,2 70,5 69,6 68,2 

Juie 	,,..,, 109,8 106,5 813,1 47,1 46,9 61,0 75.-3 75,6 63,5 69.5 67,8 56,5 72l 72,8 751 

July 70-0 70.6 69,2 44,0 43-6 51-.5 57-.7 57,7 67,9 53.3 56,5 60,5 55.4 54,9 68,6 

August 62,6 57,2 63,9 59,2 55,6 56,6 50, 46..0 65.6 50,5 46,1 60,6 60,4 56,6 70,8 

epterabe 	,,. 67 7,0 75.3 52,6 55,4 59,6 59,5 63,3 68.8 52,1 55.3 61,5 71.6 76,3 73.4 

October ,,,, 70.7 69,1 7:T.2 57/ 56,8 59.8 88.0 65,4 68.3 62,1 C3..1 62 16 87,6 83,6 727 

November 79,6 76,9 69,4 52,5 50.4 58,6 94,1 88 1 6 70,9 62 09 59,1 63,5 88.5 86.0 75.5 

December 117,2 121,0 85.8 116,8 119.'? 64,3 100.4 104,5 81.6 121,7 126,6 68,4 116,5 119.6 78.7 

1936 ' 

January 408 40,7 61.7 44.7 43,9 58,6 47,1 466 70,6 39.8 39.3 57.0 53,6 52.7 65,9 

February ,,,, 41.4 40,2 62.8 61.6 61.5 €6.8 41,8 40,9 65,9 41,6 40.6 59,7 57.8 58.4 69,5 

March 	.....,, 61,4 61.7 79.1 47,5 48,7 57,2 558 56.3 67.0 47o 48.3 603 62.5 61.9 72.0 

April 	....... 81.5 84.1 73.8 83.8 85.2 65.5 81.3 84.3 64.3 73.5 76.1 63.4 72.1 74.0 69.8 

May 	. ........ 97.6 98.4 84.1 59.1 57.0 58.2 80.3 77.3 66.0 69.3 66.6 60.5 74.7 75.2 73.8 

June JO7.6 108. 0_ 81.2 -, 45.746.9 60.9 74.0 7.6 64.3 70.3 70.8 59.0 72.5 1 	71.8 _74.0 
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INDEX NMB 	OF RET&IL SALTS - (AcTERAGE FOR 1930 = 100) 

A. Unadjusted. B. Corrected for Number of Business Days, 
C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 

Year and Month 
Drugs 

(3Chains) 	- 

B 	C 

Dyers and Cleaners 
(8 Chains) 

A 	B 	1 C 

Furniture 
 (Z 	Chains) 

A 	B 	l 	C 

Groceries and Meats 
(34 Chains) 
A1B 	IC 

Hardware 
(16 	Chains) 

A 	B 	C 

1934 
June 	...... 72.7 71.7 71.0 83.4 82.0 73.9 67.7 65.6 65.6 74.7 69.5 69.5 85.4 84.0 73.1 

76.6 
July 	...... 68.9 69.3 71.5 72.4 74.1 75.6 51.2 52.6 65.7 67.9 

69.9 
70.4 
67.2 

7.8 
73.1 

773 
77.9 

78.9 
73.8 72.4 

.ugust 	..., 70.4 438.7 
70.4 

70,1 
71.9 

78.1 
79.6 

74.0 
84.8 

77.1 
70.1 

72.5 
78.0 

69.4 
81.1 

68.1 
66.5 69.7 68.6 68.6 87.5 93.2 743.5 

September 
October ,. 

69.8 
71.8 70.8 71.5 85.0 80.4 72.5 79.8 75.4 647 75.3 74,4 74.4 92 .6 87.7 78.3 

November ,. 71.5 72.2 72.2 439.7 68.5 76,1 72.3 71.7 
79.6 

69.6 
71.0 

71.7 
75,3 

70.8 
73.0 

71.6 
68.2 

69.4 
79.9 

68.2 
81.7 

72.6 
80.1 

December ,. 85.4 84.0 73.6 59.1 60.4 78.5 79.4 

1935 
January .. 72.1 70.6 73.6 51.7 50.8 71.6 44.8 44.4 66.3 71.7 71.7 73.9 52.4 51.5 80.5 

February ., 68.9 74.7 73.9 44.7 47.6 68.1 55.0 59.2 
6L7 

71.3 
68.6 

67.43 
75.2 

71.8 
70.0 

73.2 
72.9 

49.8 
62.3 

53.0 
61.2 

78.0 
79.5 

March ..... 76.8 
71.7 

74.8 
73.0 

74.1 
73.8 

434.1 
96,3 

63.0 
98.4 

70.0 
70.3 

63.7 
74.8 76,8 71.8 73.9 78.1 73.0 80.6 82.4 78.5 

April ..... 
May ...... 72.0 70.4 73.3 93.7 92.1 73.7 77.4 76.7 66.1 74.8 74.7 70.5 102.4 100,8 74,1 

June 70.7 71.3 70.6 90.0 92,0 82,9 70.8 71,0 71.0 71.4 68.9 68.9 87,.2 89.2 77.6 
,..... 

July ....-.. 71.4 70.4 72.5 77.6 76.3 77.9 59.2 58.6 73.3 69.9 70.4 71,8 82.9 83.5 81.1 

August .... 74.1 70,8 72.2 76,5 72.4 75.4 78.6 73.7 72,2 
74.2 

71.5 
69.6 

64.6 
73.9 

70.2 
73.9 

84.1 
90.7 

81.6 
99.1 

80.0 
81.2 

September . 69.8 
74,4 

72.6 
72.9 

74.1 
73,6 

83.2 
88.1 

88.6 
83,4 

73.2 
75.1 

85,0 
93.6 

90.5 
89.7 76.0 77.3 75.4 75.4 95.5 92,6 62.7 

October ... 
November .. 76.8 75.7 75.7 71,]. 69,9 77,6 84.7 81.7 79.4 75,4 701 70.8 81.4 82.1 87.3 

December ., 87.9 88,4 77.5 56.6 57.8 75,1 85.8 88.5 79.0 80.3 83.9 78.4 77.9 81.7 80.1 

1936 
January •.. 72.6 70.9 73.8 51.9 51.0 71.8 48.1 47.7 71.1 1 	75.2 74.2 76.5 54.5 

51.9 
54.9 
54.4 

85.8 
80.0 

February .. 73.7 75.3 74.6 48.8 49.9 71.3 59.6 59.8 
62.4 

72.0 
69.3 

74.2 
74.8 

71.6 
76.0 

73.1 
78.3 69.0 69.6 90.4 

March ..... 73.8 74.2 73.5 68.4 67.2 70.7 63.0 
76.3 78.3 73.2 73.8 76.7 72.4 86.3 90.5 86.2 

April ..... 74.3 75.2 75.9 112.0 114.5 84.8 
87.9 88.2 76.0 79.3 75.1 70.9 115.4 121.0 89.0 

May 	....•• 74.2 I 	72.2 75.3 105.6 
92.4 

107.9 
90.8 

86.3 
81.8 78.8 78.1 78.1 74.1 75.3 75.3 109.8 110.7 96.2 

June 	•,.,. 72.2 
I  

73.6 i 	-  72.8 
==22calm 
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I)EX NUMBERq OF RETJL S'LL - (AV '!E FOR 1930 = 100) 

A. Unadjusted. B. Corrected for Number of Business Days. 
C • Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations, 

Year and Month 

Music and Radio 
(9 	Chains) 

Restaurants 
(14 Chains) 

Variety 
(9 Chains) 

General Index 
(206 Finns) 

-- A B ciA B C A B C A B C 

1934 
June 	...... 28.9 285 40.2 55,3 55.3 54.8 90.0 84.9 82,4 726 09,4 68.7 
July 	...... 24.7 25,3 38.9 54.1 53.8 52.2 79.2 81.9 81.9 60,5 62.2 69.1 
ugust 33.8 32e1 42,2 57,3 56,0 52.9 1 	77.7 75.5 82.1 63.4 60,8 69,9 

September 52.8 56,5 41,2 52.6 53.5 50.9 79,9 79.7 82,2 697 71,2 69.8 
October •,, 57,5 54.6 41.4 53.2 52.2 52.2 86,3 84.4 804 77,7 75,5 70,5 
November ., 59.(' 58)8 41.7 51.2 51.8 53.9 83.9 83,7 82,9 74.9 74.1 69.9 
December 07,4 69.2 43,8 53.7 52,9 51.8 159.6 155.1 83.8 96,1 95,4 71.7 

1935 
January e.e 37.2 30,7 44,2 49.0 48.1 51.7 53.2 53.3 79•5 57.8 57.3 683 
February ,, 36.1 38,6 44.4 44.9 48.7 50.8 57.7 61.5 83,1 56.4 60,2 69,2 
March ..,.. 3907 39.2 47,8 51,4 50.5 52.0 67,5 63.7 80.,G 04.9 62.0 69.6 
April 	a,.,, 35,5 30.4 45.0 P77 514 50,9 77.9 80.9 87,0 73.0 75.8 69.0 
May 	i...... 430 42A 48.8 51.9 50,8 50.8 79.5 79.7 76.6 72.3 71.7 68,3 
June 	...,,. 30,1 30.9 45,5 49,8 50.7 50.2 88.6 86,1 83.6 72.0 71,5 70,8 
July 	..,,, 26.6 20,2 40,4 51.2 50,2 48.8 82,8 83,3 83,3 62.5 62,3 69.3 
..ugusl.. 	.... 35.2 33.4 44.0 55,4 55,0 50.6 83,7 76,6 83,3 65,3 60,6 69,6 
September . 52.5 55.9 40.8 53.0 5.5 51.9 77.9 85.0 85.5 69.0 74,0 72,5 
October ,.. 60.6 63,3 48.0 54.5 53.3 53.3 90.4 88.1 85.9 80.9 78.1 73.0 
November ,, 66.0 65,1 46.2 52,5 52.6 54.7 91,3 86,1 85.2 50.1 ?6 09 72.5 
December ,. 67,7 69.5 44,0 55.7 55.4 54,3 164,0 169.7 91.7 98.9 102.1 76.8 

1936 
January ... 43.2 42.6 51.4 50.4 49.3 53.0 53.4 53.3 79.6 59.1 58.3 69.4 
February .. 40.4 41.5 47.7 49.0 50.8 53.0 60.8 59.1 79.8 60.8 60.4 69.4 
March ..... 36.6 36.2 44.1 52.7 52.4 54.0 65.1 65.5 81.8 65.2 65.4 71.8 
;ipri]. 	..... 36.9 37.8 46.7 51.7 524 51.9 80.4 83.2 90.5 73.4 75.7 70.8 
May 	....... 50.1 51.5 59.1 53.3 52..3 52.3 91.2 88.3 84.9 77.9 76.6 72.9 
June •..•. 36.9 36.4 51.3 53.2 54.0 53.4 93.1 93.6 90.9 74.5 74.8 74.1 



YEAR TO YEAR COMPARISON OF SALES FOR CORRESPONDING MONTHS 
	

(Supplementary) 

D. - Percentage Change from corresponding month in 1930. 
E. - Percentage change from corresponding month in preceding year. 

(For explanation of the figures given in this table, please refer to the introduction.) 

Year 
and 

Month 

Boots and 
Shoes 

D 	I_E 
Candy 

D 	E 

Men's 
Clothing__-  

D 	E 

Women's 
Clothing 

_D 	)_E 
Drtmental 
D 	E 

Drugs 
D 	E 

Dyers and 
Cleaners 
D E 

1934 1 

April 	..... 
May 

-42.5 
-23.8 

- 2.4 
18.8 

-57.5 
_435 

-31.4 
+ 0.2 

-55.6 
-39.8 

I 	-20.2 
11.6 

-51.0 
-42.2 

- 7.4 
+ 6.0 

-37.2 
-29.8 

- 0.4 
+ 5.1 

-31.8 
-31.0 

+ 3.3 
+ 6.0 

_35.9 
-31.4 

+ 0.3 
+ 9.5 

June +14.6 -36.5 I 	+ 9.8 -32.2 + 2.4 -35.4 + 2.7 -26.7 + 1.7 -25.8 + 33 -20.1 12.2 
1935 

r7-8 

April 2.7 +17.1 -39.3 -p42.7 -42.9 28.5 .44.4 +13.4 -31.2 + 9.5 9.4 + 3.6 -29.7 + 9.5 
May 	......... -33.1 -12.1 -42.6 + 1.4 -43.6 - 	6.2 -48.6 -11.2 -32.8 - 4.2 -29.3 + 2.5 -31.6 - 0.4 
June - 6.4 + 0.5 - 3.8 - 2.8 -30:9 19 -399 -. 7O -24.4 + 3.1 27.8 - 2.8 13.8 + 7.9 

1936 
April 	....... -34.0 - 1.9 -35.6 + 6.2 -45.3 - 4.2 -42.1 + 4.0 -31.7 - 0.8 -26.8 + 3.7 -18.2 16.3 
May 	......... -19.3 +20.7 -44.3 - 2.8 -36.5 +12.5 -41.6 +13.6 -28.7 + 6.0 -27.1 + 3.0 -22.9 +12.8 
June 	........ - 9.3 - 2.1 -40.0 - 2.8 -32.1 - 1.8 -39.3 - 1.1 -24.0 + 0.6 -26.3 + 2.2 -11.5 + 2.6 

Year Groceries Music and General 
and Furniture - andj4e _w Rad  - _Restaus Variety _dex 	-- 

- 	Month D 	E D E --  D 	E D 	E -  D - 	E -  D - 	E DE 
1934 
April 
May 	........ 
June 	........ 

	

-35.5 	+16.8 
-- 

	

-33.9 	17.1 

	

..-17.5 	+24.1 

-32.3 
-30.0 
-20.8 

+ 2.1 
+ 1.4 
+ 1.9 

	

-24.3 	22.8 

	

-16.1 	20.4 

	

-18.7 	10.8 

	

-62.3 	+14.3 

	

-54.9 	+21.2 

	

-53.8 	22.0 

	

-44.9 	- 3.1 

	

-45.6 	+ 0.1 

	

-45.5 	- 0.7 

-24.8 	- 5.6 
-12.4 	22.1 
- 5.0 	+ 9.5 

	

-37.5 	- 0.3 

	

-31.0 	+ 6.1 

	

-25.5 	+ 4.9 

1935 •1 

April 	....... ' 	-26.4 	14.1 -30.2 + 3.1 -17.8 	+ 8.6 -55.3 	+18.6 -48.2 	- 5.9 -16.1 	+11.5 -32.3 	+ 8.2 
-31.7 	+ 3.3 -31.9 - 2.7 -17.2 	- 1.2 -47.7 	16.0 -50.2 	- 8.5 -24.6 	J 	-13.9 -33.7 	- 4.0 May ...........

June -24.2 	+ 4.5 -24.3 - 4.5 -17.0 	+ 2.1 -52.0 	+ 4.1 -50.9 	- 9.9 - 6.5 	- 1.6 -26.0 	- 0.7 
1936 

 April 	
....... 	

j 
May 	........ 

-24.9 
-22.4 

+ 2.0 
13.7 

-30.3 
-27.7 

- 0.1 
+ 6.1 

-11.9 
- 6.7 

+ 7.1 
+12.7 

_53.5 
-39.1 

+ 3.9 
16.6 

-47.2 
-48.9 

+ 200 
+ 2.6 

13.3 
-13.5 

+ 	3.3 
+14.7 

31.9 
-28.7 

+ 0.6 
+ 7.7 

June 	............... +11.3 -21.4 + 3.9 + 4.6 +25.9 -41.0 +22.7_ -  -47.5 +6.9 - 1.8 +5.0 -23.4 -+_3.5 

/ 

In 
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INDEX NURS OF RETLIL SALESjAverage_for 1930= ioo) 

GROCERIES & MEATS 

Unadjusted . ...... . . . . . • . .....• • - - - 
Adjusted for Seasonal Variations 

lot ~~, 

1•  - 	 .. 	 - DRUGS 
I 	-. 

I Unadjusted 	 -- 

Adjusted for Seasonal Variations  

GENERAL INDEX 

/ 
Unadjust€ d 	. . 	. ..........• • • • •0 • -- - - 
Adjusted for Seasonal Variations 	 / 

/ 
-H--• --.... 

\ I 

1936 
S 	A 	S 	0 	N 	D 	J 	F 	M 	A. 	M 

1934 	 1935 



INDEX_NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES (Average for_1930 =100) 

70 	 f 	 I I 	 I 	 I 

50 
RESTAURANTS 

Unacjusted . 	 . - - -- 
!tdjus.ed for easona. Variation 

30 	 -- 	 - 	 -------- -, 	 -. - --------------- 	 -- 	 -- - 

110 
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70 
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30 

130  

/ Lnadjusted . 	 - 	 I idjusted for Sasona1 Variations  
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