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CHANGES IN THE VALUE OF RETAIL SALES, JULY, 1936

Retail sales data for July, while reflecting the usual seasonal
decline from the three preceding months, indicate that the underlying trend
of oonsumer purchasing continues upward. The general index for July (base
average monthly sales 1930 = 100) stood at 66.3, an increase of 6.1 per
cent over the figure for the corresponding month in 1935 and 9.6 per cent
higher than July, 1934. When corrections are made both for variations in
number of business days in the different months and also for normal seasonal
variations, the index for July stands at 72.5 as compared with 74.2 for
June, 72.9 for May, and 70.8 for April of this year.

Different kinds of business showed wide variations in the degree
of improvement over 1935. Music and radio siore sales were up 29.5 per cent
as compared with July, 1935; hardware store sales were up 17.5 per cent as
compared with last year and were even slightly higher than in June, 1930;
furniture store sales were 13.2 per cent higher than a year ago. Other
kinds of business reporting increased trade over July, 1935, together with
these percentage increases are: candy stores, 13.1 per cent; women's
clothing stores, 8.8 per cent; variety stores, 7.2 per cent; grocery and
meat stores, 7.1 per cent; restaurants, 6.8 per cent; dyers and cleaners,
6.6 per cent; drug stores, 5.0 per cent, and department stores, 4.0 per
cent. Boot and shoe store sales were 0.9 per cent lower than in July, 1935,
and men's clothing stores showed a greater decline of 7.2 per cent.

These statistics are calculated from returns furnished by 37
large departmental firms and 169 chains comprising more then 3,300 stores.
The average for 1930 has been taken as 100. Three series of index numbers
for each kind of business are shown in the tables following. The first
series is unadjusted. The second series is computed on an average daily
basis and makes allowance not only for the varying number of business days
in the different months but also for the varying sales importance of the
days of the week. The third series is corrected for number of business
days and also for seasonal variations.
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INDEX NUMBFRS OF RETAIL SALES - (AVERAGE FOR 1930 = 100)

A. Unadjusted. B. Corrected for Number of Business Days.
C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.

Boots and Shoes Candy Men's Clothing Women's Clothing Departmental
Year and Month (16 Chains) (6 Chains) (15 Chains) (12 Chains) (37 Fimms)
A B c A B c A B C A B c A B
1934
July .........) 68.6| 71,1 69,7 | 46.8) 47,9 | 56.41 52.1 | s3.8 €3,5 ) 55.5f 57.2 | 61.5[ 54.2 | 55.6
august .......] 58.2} 56,4 68,0 58.6 | 57.6| 58.7 45.5| 43.6 62.81 52,3 150,21 65.9 50.01 ‘381
September ....| 71.5| 71.5| 73.7 § 54,2 | 54,0| 58.0 s6.1 56.1 | 61,04 57.7 | 57.6 | 64,0l 72.2| 75.7
October ......{ 68,1 66.6| 68.6 | 56.4 | 56.0 | 58.9 85.2 | 83.2  67.1 | 60.5 | 59.1{ 61.5| s3.9 80.4
November .....y 70.5| 70.2| 65,0 49.2| 49.8| 57.94 86.0 85,01 68.0 | 60.6 | 59.8 | 64,3 83.1| 81.7
December .....} 121.5})117.0| 82,9 §115.4 112,0 ] 60.2 | 94.7 | 92.9 | 72.6 §122.2 |119.8 64.7 §114.3 }115,5
1935
Jamiary ......j 43.9| 43.9| 66,5 f 39.8| 39.4| 52.5] 44.8 ] 44.6 €7.6 1 58,3 | 38.1 | 55.3 ] s4.1 | 53.4
February .....} 36.4| 38,7 | 60.4 | 55.6 | 60.3| 65.5| 39.6 42,11 67.8f 39.4 | 41.8) 61.5f 54.4 | 57.9
March ........I 61.2} 57.6| 77.98 52,2 | 50.3| s50.2 | 53.2 50.1 | 64.2 || 51.6 | 48.5 | 63,9 61.4 | 59.7
April ........} 83.1{ 86,1{ 73.0 78.9| 80.8| 62.2 84,91 89.1 | 65,0 70.6 | 74.0| 59.7§ 72.6 74.9
May .e.iv00e..f 80.9] 80,9 69.2 f 60.8| 59.7| 61.0 71.4 71.11 60,8§ 61.0] 60.7 | 55.2§ 70.5{ 69.6
June .........¢ 109.8(106.5] 80.1f§ 47.1| 46.9{ 61.0] 75.3 75.6 | 63.5) 69,51 67.8| 6.5 72.1| 72.8
July evcseeeaef 70,0} 70,6 69,2 f 44,0 43.8| 51.5| 57.7 °7.7 | 67,9} 56.3 | 56,3 | 60.5] 55.4 ] s4.9
August .......} 62.6| 57,2 68.9{ 59.2| 55.4| %6.6 90,3 | 46,0 65.6 } 50.5| 46,1 | 60.6§ 60.4| 56.6 70.8
September ....} 68.7( 73,0 75.3| 52,6 | 55.4| 59.6 | 59.5 S8 SR8 R Eial b 58,84 Bl Vi 6 | Mo T
October ......} 70.7| 69.,1| 71.2 | 57.4| s56.8 °9.8 | 88.0 | 85.4 | 68:9) 62.1 | 60.1 | 62.6§ s7.6| 83.6 737
November .....{ 79.6| 74.9| 69,4 § 52.3| 50.4| 58.6) 94.1| s8.6 70,94 62,9 | 59.1| 63.5{ 88.5| 86.0] 75.5
December .....} 117.2| 121.0| 85.8 §116.8 [119.7 | 64.3 |100.4 |104.5 81.6 f121.7 [126.6 | 68.4 §116.5{ 119.6
193€ '
January ......{ 40.8) 40.7| 61.7 { 44,7 | 43.9| 58.6 | 47.1| 46.6 | 70.6 38,8 |: 583 1 9708 656 | 5848 1 ‘6840
February .....}] 41.4| 40.2| 62,8 ] 61.6| 61.5| 66.8( 41.8 40,9} 65.9 ] 41,6 | 40,6 | 69,7 57.8| 58.4 { 69.5
March ........} 61.4| 61.7| 79.1 ] 47.5| 48.7 | 57.2 (| s5.8 6.3 } 67.0F 47.9 | 48.3] 60,3] 62.5| 61.9 | 72.0
April ........| 81.5| 84.1| 735.8 | 85.8| 85.2 | 65.5(| 81.3 B&.51| 6423 W '7815 | 76,1 | 188ua' Y 72.1 | .74%0
May eeveevenne] 97.6) 98.4| 84.1 | 59.1| 57.0 | 58.2 | 80.3 | 77.3 | 66.0 § 69.3 66461 606 Y 74.7 1. 7842 ) 73.8
June ......... | 107.01107.5| 80.8 | 45.8| 47.0 | 61.0 || 72.6 | 73.2 | 63.1 | 70.3 70,8 | O by 78:84 TR} 78.0
July seeeceess] 69.4f 69,2 67.8) 49.8| 48.9| 57.5| 53.5| 52.9 | 62.3 81.5 60,5 | .65.0 ) 576 |.158;8 | 70.8
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A.

INLEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES - (AVERAGE FOR 1930 = 100)

Unadjusted. B.

Corrected for Number of Business Days.,
C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.

Drugs Dyers and Cleaners Fumiture Groceries and Meats Hardware
Year and Month (23 Chains) (8 Chains) (7 Chains) (34 Chains) (16 Chains)
2 B c A B c A B c % 8 c A B c
1934
T ba bnsele oid s il 680 1 6825 )| | Fnb i 78S | 1741 § 7ouGl ElENY 52 6 | 165.7 i 168 9. T Y 228 ARk L EEs A hiAes
At S 14 i oo et P FOLAN. 0BT | Z@za AN Bl 740 PR RES |1169.4 | 882N EEL0f GRZH TRl 4 TR Tl | PR
September ......| 69.8| 70.4| 71,9} 79.6| 84,8| 70.1}f 78,0 8.1 | 66,5| 69,7 68.6| 68.6 § 87.5] 93.2| 76.5
e 15 o el | (TR | POB || -7 P BB ]| -804 || FEeT U TG | W6 45 | Bl G 7305 b et b 24 RG]  SRER S 78RS
R b sl i Ras 22 | 72 d2 ) R BN 5 L 2B aa s k7). 70 0ee e IR T T | 708 1 Za=e B ERsA li aEeg | ) TG
Tecoiber .......1 #5.2] #2001 73,687 59| 60,2 78.894 9.4} ‘79,61 71.@7 75:3 [ 78.0 | 6.2 790 | Q.7 { &0l
1935
TaED ol sl P 7066 788 ] SR IF S0:81 TAIB EVERE | 4l B8BTS TRo7 | 758 BAAN: si.5] 8B.5
FEbIUATY .accewsl 66.9| 74.7( 73,9 44,7 | a7.6| 68,1 | 85.6 | 59.2] 71,3 67.6| 71.8| 73,2 § 48.8| 53.0| 78.0
Mageh oo ossdiah B 768 | 7458 | 74.0.) €8], 168,04 70404 6374 - Bl t| 26828 7542 | . 70.0 (. 52loul Gaisil 6188 J Fo. 5
AT vl TR ] P80 | 78:8Y 98-8 | SBud | 7045 R peeL) MG T30 7al |, PE.A N Beks | 38wl “EELS
Mell | ihineocsiin % TRIY 7o |' 7330 aRG Y (R | 73inl TNs | 768 G817 748 | 7457 | THc NN | 10ehe ! L e
TEEB. . ; corans il 07 | 719G |, 7ou€ 1 90.0'] 82.0 | 8298 766, 7iukE;| 710} Th.41] ek cEHiOIE ERE B2 1 6
Tl o dastaigens ] TLIG] 2GLL'|r 7856 ] TP.6 |3 | 7R P B0} 8.6 7308 620 “0idY TieEHh 88:9Y MeR || el
PR o sl - RS 1 7ELE | 7R PeUBN W22 75N ABE 7wy | t7eaa 7L ie | 64l I il a1 ELLE | We%e
September ......j| 69.8| 72.6| 74.1} 83.2| 88.,6| 73.2{ 85.0| 90.5| 74.2] 69.6| 73.9{ 73.9§ 90.7| 99.1] 81.2
QEloBer ... 0. 0 TEle | R 7.8 ‘88t [ 188sa | 7.l X 986 | o7 | we.DW 77 1F |- el . 9l 9%.5 986 B4,
November .......§} 76.8} 75.71 75.7} 71.1| 69.9{ 776§ 84.7{ 817} 79.44 75.4| 70,1} 70.8} 1.4} 82.1| 87.3
December .......J§ 87.9| es.4| 77.5] 56.6| s57.8| 75.1} 85.8| 88.,5| 79.04 80.3| 83.9] 78,24} 77.9| &1.,7| 80.1
1936
TR . 550w od ] -Te6 P00 | (7B8Y 5149 | s1.0) 7L.GF 4and | @7 7all§ 28l rale P Tea@nBaB| 544D |88
BelIuliny ..ovo0.o8 737 | 75.3 | '788F 8.8 49.9| 7130|5566 | 5981 2201 il zitel Wl N S5l sdall Ehlo
Match ..osiucestt 73281 748 7851 68:4 | 67.2] 7074 65.0 | -62.2| 6280 74.8]| FeLl  78.5 0 6B | €98/ 964
AL eaeionnean ] PRBl 75,2 | v785,00302:0 [21¢,5 |- el E6L3 | ‘w88 | %3.2( 788 | 7elT §f (P SR IEES || 1967 # 864
ME §..ocenseessll PRIO) 7200 7850 005.6 | 2a7.0) 65 R 'B7E ]| €8.2 1 re.0(WELA | POLRE 70«9 LGN 128.8..88.9
JaRe 0L e e rdial 738 1, 7R 9D, 0] 66.3| soef TRl il |t 7E.E rael & YRS T EnGERte T DIl ] ok
ST L ool va bl 7808 230 [ prgi @ ERi8Y s1.3| caloNyEAG] EESATSNCT wais ) s ] varal By e i el 3




INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES -(AVERAGE FOR 1930 = 100)

A. Unadjusted. B, Corrected for Number of Business Days.
C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.

Music and Radio Restaurants Variety General Index
Yearand Month (9 Chains) (14 Chains) (9 Chains) (206 Firms)
A B C A B C Y B C A ! C
1934
St SR | pawoty 3,7 2543 1 98.9F 4.1 0 85,8, S2.% 79.2:| 81L.9] .98 6a.5%: 6221 66.F
august ........0f 33.8) 32.1| 42,2 57.53| 56.0| 52,9 77.7| 75.5] 82.1{ 63.4] s60.8| 6€9.9
September ......J 52.8| 56.,5| 41.2 | 52.6 | 53.5| 50.9 79.9| 79.7| 82.2f 69.7} 71.2| 6o.8
October ........l 57.5| 54.6| 41.4 ) 53.2 | 52.2 | 52,21 86.3| 84,4 80.4§ 77.7] 75.5| 70.5
November .......}§ 59.6| 58.8| 41.7 { 51.2§ 51.8| 53.9 83.9| 83.7| 8.9 74.9| 74.1 ] 69.9
December .......|| 67.4| 69,2 43,8 53,7 | 52,9 | 51,8 {159.6 |155.1| &3.8f 96.1 | 95.4 Vg1
1935
January ........f 57.2 ) 36,7 44,2 § 49,0 | 48,1 | 51.7 | 53.2 | 53.3{( 79.5§ 57.8| 57.3| 68.3
February .eeve.of 38,1 | 38.6( 44,4 44.,9| 48,7]| 50.8)] 57.7| 61.5| 83.1 682 |- 16942
Makaahy | ol s o] 897§ 39.2| 47.8F 51.4| 50,5| 52.08 67.54 63.,7| 20,6 64.9] 62,0 69.6
APFil s s esmenl 858 | 8644 45.0 1 650:74 Skt 50.94 w720 | 0.9} 87.04 78,01 75.81 69.6
May ..ocecccsessfl 43.0} 42.,4| 48.8§ 51.9) 50,8 50.8§ 79.51 79.7| 76.6 [ 72.5| 71.7| 68.3
June eeessceceest 30,1 | 30.9| 43.5] 49,8| 50.7| 50.2] 88.6} 86.1| 8.6 72.0| 71.5| 70.8
July erevsncnsen 26.6 26¢2 4'0.4 5102 50.2 48.8 82.8 85.5 85.5 62.5 62.3 69.5
AMgUSt eacviesne] 85,2 )] BB.4| 44.0f 55.4| 53.,6| 50,6 83,7| 76.6| 83.38 65.3]| 60.6] 69.6
September ......|} 52.3| 55.9| 40.8)] 53.,0| 54.5| 51.9f 77.9| 83.0] 85.5} 69.8 | 74.0| 72.5
OetDher . cvasnesl]l 668 | 65,3 | 48,04 545 ig5eS | G5 Bowt =884 8508 B0.9) 78.1] 730
NOVEMDEE . . meoa]’ 06,0 | (60:Y | 46,2 | SO B BAS |1 54,78 9843, 86Lk QoA 14 76%9 | - 7205
December .......| 67.7 | 69,5 44,0 55.7| 55.4| 54.3§164,0169,7| 91.7 ] 98.9 |102.1{ 76.8
1936
JANUATY seseeses| 43,21 42,6| 51.4 | 50,4| 49.3| 53.0] 53.4| 53.53) 79.6f 59.1 | 58.3| 69.4
FEREOAEY ... 40V 415 477 ) 49.01 50.8. S80I 1668 | 59511 179.87% G884 604 69.4
MATEE. '« smesn-biasf (D06} 36:24 44,31 § SB.74 92.4. | 54607 65.3 | 65.5 | s1L.BF 65:2] 6541 7L:B
APril sveecessss] 36,89| 37.8| 46.7 § 51.7| 52.4| 51.9] 80.4| 83.2| 90,54 73.4]| 75.7| 70.8
May ¢.evveveceas} 50,1 ) 51.5| 59.1 ) 53.2| 52.2| 52.2| 91.2| 88,3| 84.9] 77.8| 76.6| 72.9
JUne eseesoc.eee] 35.7| 35.2| 49.6 52.3| 53.0| 52.3] 93.1| 93.6| 90.9§ 74.7| 75.0| 74.2
July .ecoeeseces]| 34,4 34,0| 52.3|| 54.6| 53.4| 54.6| 88.8| s88.7| 88.7{ 66.3| 65.2| 72.5




YE'R TO_YE'R COMPARISON OF SALES FOR CORRETPONDING MONTHS (Supplementary)

D. Percentage change from corresponding month in 1930.
E. Percentage change from corresponding month in preceding year,

m

——— . ————
Boots and Men's Viomen's Dyers and
d g - =) y
Year and Month Shoes Shaay Clothing Clothing CERIS TR DIAgs Cleaners
D E D E D E D E D E D E D E
1934
]l{ay PP e PP B IPENIPNLBOEBE O "23¢8 4'18.8 -45.5 + 0.2 -39.8 4’11 .6 —42 .2 + 6.0 -29.8 + 5.1 '51.0 + 6.0 -51 .‘1‘ + 9.5
June PO B st NI EPIBOR LA T 7.8 4‘14.6 ‘56-5 + 9.8 "52'2 +2.4 ‘55-4 "2.7 -2607 i 1.7 "25.8 o+ 5.5 ""20.1 4‘12.2
July tsceacsevtennesbata e -29-2 - 1.6 "46-1 - 6.4 —59-7 e 9.2 -4’2.7 + 404 "5408 & 207 -50o5 7 104’ -2206 +18.9
1935 '
May e s st s Rters s aTReg e —5501 _12-1 -4206 it 1-4 -4’5.6 = 6-2 -4'8-6 -11.2 '52.8 Gl 4‘.2 _29.5 + 2.5 "51.6 = 0.4
June st Recsees s RO = 6-4' i O.‘-’ - 5-8 = 208 '50-9 4 1-9 "5909 e 7-0 ‘24'-4 ] 501 '27'8 = 208 _15-8 + 709
RTNIS7: ovegel s lbtets iotens s ohohasarafar s =2g 77 1+ 28 -49,2 -~ 5.8 =5555 || Bl0L6 -41,8 | + 1.6 =3O LI 242 =20 L [P GG e LA e 74
1936
May 2seer st er s enib s "1993 +20.7 "44.0 = 2.8 '56.5 L12.5 —41.6 +15 .6 ’28.7 + 6,0 ‘27.4 L 2.7 —22.9 + 12.8
J\me ee s PP e ren PR e e = 9.7 = 2.6 -59.9 -+ 2.6 -‘55.4 o 3.6 -59.2 + 1.2 "25.0 i 1-8 -26.2 + 2.2 -12.9 = 1.0
JUIy eseese s s B e e "28-4 = 0-9 ‘42.6 ‘-15-1 —58.1 = 7.2 -56.7 8.8 ‘50.7 " 4.0 -24‘.3 + 5.0 —11.6 + 6.6
! Groceries A Music and o[ s ! General
Voas d8a Wbl Furniture sSad It Hardware B L Restaurants Variety Tidion
D E D E D E D E D E D E D E
1934
{ay Ce g o0 te nResr B Qe -55.9 +l7.1 -50.0 i+ 1.4' _1601 +20|4 "54-9 +21.2 -‘L506 £ 0.1 -12.4 +22.1 -51-0 i 6-1
JOUGE 3 ole) & WVeretsnre s’ Vsl 6" oore -17.5 | +24.1 =208 +.1.9 =REL A RLC S | =988 | H22L0 -45,5 - 0.7 = 10N ik 5 L 9ES -25.5 | + 4.9
July s 800t P P 9O "26.1 +2500 -29.7 = 1.5 _19.4 +20.5 -56.5 e 9.7 "‘4‘8.7 - 4.0 -17.4’ T 4.1 -55.0 ¥ 2.5
1935
Hay evecncoevcencne, ., —SlsT N B ~-51,9 - 2.7 -17.,2 - 1.2 -47,7 | +16.0 -50.2 - 8.0 -24,6 -13.9 =-33.,7 - 4.0
June teecs s tR et res R —2402 * 405 '2403 5 4-6 '1700 % 2.1 ‘52.0 .l 4.1 ’50.9 i 9-9 L 6.5 b 1.6 "26.0 =i 0.7
July erseeteac e rRenoOe -1407 +15'5 "2707 & 2.8 -15.4 g 7.4' "'55.1 i 7.8 "'51.5 ~ 5.5 "'15.6 i 4.6 "'50.8 3 5‘2
1936
MaY siosecscscessscnses -22.4 | «13.7 277 | #' 635l - 6,7 | 12,6 ~59.1 | +16.6 -49.0 | + 2.5 -13.5 | +14.7 -28.7 o ¥/ 2.6
June essavesssressssaee "'15-6 +ll.5 '21-5 - 5.8 + 4.4 +25.8 -45.0 +18-5 -48.4: + 5.0 > 1.8 + 5.0 "2-’).5 + 5.7
NIRVINTL ™ o2V ke s boihnts WitEE) ¢ - 3.4 | +13.2 =E8 .81 & 7.0 '+ a8 sl SN i =508\, 1429.8 -48.2 | + 6.8 -7.4 |+ 7.2 -26.6'] + 6.1

N.B. These percentage changes are based upon actual monthly sales figures., HNo allowances have been made for differences in the number of
working days or for seasonal variations,



INDEX NUMBERS OF R&ETAIL SALES (.verage for 1930 = 100)
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INLEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL 3ALES (aversge for 1930 = 100}

8o

40

— \\/\ = 7"’"

£

.
v —

ot iy 4O

FURNITURE

WEDSORRAEREodl) 5 dod 7 bg. o G L3l b b Bt Nl
Adjusted for Seasonal Varistions
] i i i i ij.2

120

| (B
e g R SRR L L Byl . i /

80

,_me“MMTwwm/\i; 5 i S

ot

6o b=

40

/
el Unedjusted . o ¢ o o o o o ¢ o o
v Adjusted for Seascnal Variations.

N 5 | HARDWARE

i i
H

i
i
i

!

B

e
15N S—
(9]
o
=

M A M J




AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ il \\\\\\\\\\\\\\ \\ I 1

1010736



