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CHINGES IN THE VALUE OF RET.IL S.LES, SEPTEMBER, 1936.

Indicative of the recovery movement in evidence throughout Canada, retail
sales for September were 5,7 per cent higher than during the corresponding month last
year, according to index numbers released by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, It must
be noted, however, that this gain in value of sales was partly due to a moderate rise in
price levels as well as to increased volume. The general index, adjusted for number of
business days and for normal seasonal variations, was 76.6 for Scptember, 1936, and 72.5
for September, 1935, based on average monthly sales in 1930 as 100, Without allowance for
seasonal variations, September sales were over 9 ° per cent in advance of last year,

Improvement over the corresponding month last year was noted in all lines
of retail trade covered by the report. Hardware sales were in the lead again with a gain
of 21.8 per cent over September of last Year, while heavy music and radio sales accounted
for a 16,9 per cent rise in the index number., Sales of men's clothing were 9.3 per cent
in advance of last year, variety store sales were up 6,9 per cent, and department store
sales advanced 5.7 per cent, Next in order of increase were boot and shoe stores with a
Jump of 5,& per cent, while resztaurants, women's clothing stores, grocery and meat stores,
drug stores, candy stores, dyers and cleancrs and furmiture stores all reported small in-
creases in trade,

This bulletin shows, on page 5, a supplementary table for firms wishing to
compare the value of sales in any one month, first, with the corresponding month of 1930
and, second, with the corresponding month of the preceding year. The percentage changes are
based upon the actual value of sales during each month and no corrections have been made
for differences in the number of business days and for normal s easonal variations, A com-
parison with the corresponding month of 1930 for cach sub-group is given in Column D of
this table, while a comparison with the corresponding month in the preceding year is shown
in Column E.

These statistics are calculated from returns fumished by 37 large depart-
mental firms and 169 chains comprising more than 3,300 stores., The average for 1930 has
been taken as 100. Three scries of index numbers for each kind of business are shown in
the tables following. The first series is unadjusted. The second series is computed on
an average daily basis and makes allowance not only for the varying number of business days
in the different months but also for the varying sales importance of the days of the
week. The third series is corrected for number of business days and also for seasonal

variations.,



INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES - (AVERAGE FOR 1930 = 100)

. A. Unadjusted. B. Corrected for Number of Business Days.
C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.

Boots and Shoes Candy Men's Clothing Women's Clothing .j Departmental
Year and Month (16 Chains) (6 Chains) (15 Chains) (12 Chains) (37 Firms)
A B C A B C A B C A Blas. ot a0 A B C

1934
September +... NG Gelleslly ~ T3] 54.21 54.0| 58.0 561 {8 S6 61.0 SN L S 6 64.0 72.2 75.7 72.8
October soeeen 68.1 | 66.6| 68.6 56.4 | 56.0| 58.9 85.2 | 83.2 67.1 60.5 SYeie 1 [ (G115 83.9 80.41 69.9
November «.... 7051y 02 65110 49.2 | 49.8 | 57.9 86.0 | 85.0 68.0 60.6 59.8 64.3 83.1| 81.7 le7
December «ess. ¥20.5 IR0 82.9 115.4 | 112.0 | 60.2 94.7 92.9 72.6 122.2 | 119.8 64.7 124.3 | 115.5 76.0

1935

CBNUATY ssssee 43.9 42.9 66.5 39.8 39.4 | 52.5 44.8 44.6 67.6 38.3 38sd || '5br3 54.1| 53.4| 66.7
February seeee 36.4 | 38.7 60.4 55.6 60.3 65.5 39.6 42.1 67.8 39.4 | 41.8 61.5 54.4| 57.9 69.0
darch ssceeess 61.2 .61 77he 5258 ||| 50831 1§ 59k5e 53.2 | 50.1 64.2 53+6 | 48.5 63.9 (TR < ) > o 2 (R S B
April ceeveees 831y 8614 7350 78.9 80.8 | 62.2 €4.9 | 89.1 65.0 7046 74.0 59.7 72.6 74.9 727
MBY ccovencsos 80.9 80.9 692 60.8 59.7 | 61.0 71.4 The1 60.8 61.0 60.7 5592 7045 69.6 68.2

June .e.eienees 109.8 | 106.5 80.1 47.1}1 46.9 61.0 75.3 73.6 635 69.5 67.8 565 2Rl | e 75.1
July cececense 70.C 70.6 69.2 44,07 4308 [ 51.5 57.7 S57.7 67.9 56.3 56.3 60.5 55.4 54.9 68.6
August ... 62.6 S57.2 68.9 892l "obred If 56,6 50.3 46.0 65.6 50.5 46.1 60.6 60.4 56.6 7G.8
September ... 68.7 Z3NONE 793 5256 | '95e4s{ 596 595 63.3 68.8 52.1 55.3 61.5 71.6 76.3 73.4
October +s.ceece. ViR 691,14 Tds2 Sits4 1| 1 5beiBN 1'59s8 88.0 | 85.4 68.9 62.1 60.1 62.6 87.6 83.6 72.7
November seese 79.6 74 .9 69.4 5493 50.4 | 58.6 94.1 | B88.6 70.9 (5181, 28k il SI6181e15, 88.5 86.0 75.5
December «.... 12 L iR1%0 | ‘858 116.8 { 119.7 | 64.3 100.4 | 104.5 81.6 121.7 | 126.6 68.4 116.5 | 119.6 T8.7

936

JBRUATY eseesn 40.8 | 40.7 61.7 44nill’l 31N | 15816 47.1 | 46.6 70.6 39.8 39.3 57.0 53.6 52.7 65.9
February .eecee 41.4 40.2 | 62.8 6.1 461 11, 160115 66.8 41.8 40.9 65.9 41.6 40.6 59.7 57.8 58.4 69 .5
March seescess 61.4 617 I Hoal 47.5| 48.7 | 57.2 55.8 5643 67.0 47.9 | 48.3 60.3 62.5 61.9 72.0
APril ececcesce 81.5| 84.1) 73.8 83.8 | 85.2 65.5 81l.3 | 84.3 64.3 73.5 76.1 63.4 781 | T4+0 69.8
I8y seecceecoo 97.6 28.4 | 84.1 DG | 5610 | 58 80.3 773 6640 68.8 66.1 60.1 T4l T T8 2 73.8

June ceececece 107.0] 107.5| 80.8 45.81 47.0. 61.0 73:6)) 782 632 70.2 | 70.7| 58.9 784 AN Toell)
July esscocenn 6RNE HBRLS ' 6F .9 4898 491N WX B9 188.8("  €2k2 OliSr]i 6871 ORSS 5747 |  BEaEY- \ A0
ity T SR 607 THY I ©8.8 | ShEY SOG1 978 R7.71, " Wbl 855 50.8 1 48.4| 63.7 6838 N BLJN' | TS
September TR THOM 79 .4 95.0! 86.1| 60.4 67.64 GR2]| 75,2 % B6.8 | S57.84 Eus 78.8 | - B0WNR| 775




INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES - ( AVERAGE FOR 1930 = 100)

A. Unadjusted. B. Corrected for Number of Business Days.
C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.

Drugs Dyers and Cleaners Furniture Groceries and Meats Hardware
Year and Month {23 Chains) (8 Chains) (7 Chains) (34 Chains) (16 Chains)
A B c A B C A B C A @ C A B c

1934
September scsee.e 69.8 T4 L T 9 79.6 84.81 70.1 78.0 | 81.1 66.5 69.7 68.6 68.6 B745 93.2 7645
Cctober scsncesss T8 | 0.8 71.5 85.0 | BO0.4 | 72.5 79.8 76.4 | 64.7 75.3 74.4 | 74.4 92.6 87.7 7843
November cececsss Tl S {/A 5 722 69.7 68.5 76.1 7243 Wl 69 .6 71.7 70.8 716 69.4 68.2 72.6
December cesesess 85.4 | 84.C 73 .6 59.1 | 60.4 78.5 79.4 79.6 71.0 Uon3 73.0 68.2 79.9 81.7 80.1

1936
JALUATY cceevosse Wi 70.6 7346 Sl 50.8 71l.6 44.8 44.4 66.3 AT 75574 73.9 52.4 SHES 80.5
February <seceeee 68.9 T4.7 73.9 44 .7 47.6 68.1 55.6 99 T8 6746 71.8 73.2 49.8 53.0 78.0
March eccceeccesse 76.8 74.8 74.1 64.1 63.0 70.0 63.7 61.7 68.6 752 70.0 72.8 62.3 6le2 79.5
APril seeecencces s 730 73.8 96.3 98.4 70,3 74.8 76.8 71.8 AR ) 78.1 73.0 80.6 2.4 TBeS
MAY scecvecacacen 72.0 70.4 73.3 93.7 92.1 73.7 77.4 76.7 66.1 74.8 74.7 7045 102.4 | 100.8 74.1
JUNE eccoccccsonse 70.7 i3 70.6 90.0 92.0| 82.9 70.8 71.0 71.0 71.4 68.9 6849 87+2 89.2 T7.6
JUlY seecencscans 71.4 T70.4 725 77.6 763 =19 59.2 58.6 73.3 69.9 TO.4 71.8 82.9 83.5 8l.1
August secececeacene 74.1 70.8 72.2 765 T2.4 75.4 78.6 7/ H T2.2 055 64.6 702 84.1 8l.6 80.0
September seceees 69.8 72.6 74.1 83.2 8846 73.2 85.0 90.5 742 69.6 73.9 73.9 90.7 99.1 8l.2
October ceceevens 74.4 72.9 7346 88.1 83.4 75.1 93.6 89.7 76.0 773 75.4 75.4 95.5 92.6 8247
November ccesccece 76.8 o Tomu 7l ol 69.9 776 84.7 8l.7 79.4 75.4 /(o]0 70.8 8l.4 82.1 87.3
December eessceece 87.9 88.4 T4 =9 56.6 57.8 75.1 85.8 88.5 79.0 80.3 83.9 78.4 77.9 81.7 80.1

1936
JENUBTY eessconee 72.6 70.9 73.8 51.9 51.0 B 48.1 47.7 i)l U552 4.2 765 545 54.9 85.8
February cesesese 73.7 753 74.6 48.8 49.9 71.3 59.6 59.8 72.0 74.2 71.6 T3l 51.9 54.4 80.0
March ececesescscs 73.8 T4.2 73.5 ale ] g7 1 70.7 63.0 624 | 69.3 74.8 76.0 78.3 69.0 69.6 90.4
April sevesescsen 74.3 T2 75.9 112.0 114.5 84.8 76.3 78.3 73e.2 73.8 767 72.4 86.5 90.7 86.4
May tesesevrsansen 74.1 T2.1 75 el 105.6 | 107.9 86+3 87.9 88.2 76 .0 T3 TS 70.9 115.3 120.9 88.9
JUne sscecenssies TS| WEgEr | T8k S0 OB 8 Ol 9 80, S 788 (| GE8AR JIk BNk TE0 | 7532 Zon2 I L0270 LIOKE F RSB RL
July ecceeoccncees 7o) T UGS 1 79:6 82,8 8l.3 83.0 67.0 | 66,4 | 83.0 74.2 7343 | 4.7 97.41 98,1 95,3
August cececccces 7o i | 7652 7Bt Ml 97543 [+ T8 5D 82,9 || 85.2 | 81.5 T4.8 | TOul|, ' 770 1. 000:7 [120148 |1 Sligh
September «eesees 75.5 1 78] 759 ) '87.8 f 89,21 75.7 [ 8842 | 906 | 74,8 74.2 | 7642 ) 9658 | 11521 (8GR [ BELS




ZNDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES - (AVERAGE FOR 1930 = 100)

A. Unadjusted. B. Corrected for Number of Business Days.
C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.

S [ R

a Music and Radio Restaurants Variety General Index
Year aad Mouth i &8 . Tt (14 Chaiys) {9 Chains) (206 Firms)
A B c A B C A B I RO A s JRC
1924 { |
September .... 02l 84| S5 asNl e 2 22K'6" | " 585 50.9 79.9 00 oilln| - uBBo12 69.7 71.2 69.8
Qctober ..csee 575 54.6 | 41.4 320 1 (5122 1 518 2 86.23 84.4 | B80.4 777 5515 70.5
November sceee 59.6 58.8 1| 41.7 DL or || W gt e 53.9 885 9, |l /B3 T i B9 74.9 74.1 69.9
December ..... 67.4 69.2 1 42.8 5 3a7 °92.9] 51.8 1594691 11554 ||* r88+8 g86.1 < R
1955
January ceseen 37.2 ok T/ 4442 45.0 48.1 51.7 D3R 53.3 79.5 S «3 5743 68.3
February <eceo 36,1 | 38.6 | 44.4 44.9 48.7 1 50.8 S ac A 6155 1] B84 1 56.4 6002 69.2
Warch cosesecse § 39.7  3%.2! 27.8 § 05led | 50.53 52:0 6745 63.7 | BO.6 64.9 62.0 6946
RPnEA g oo S0 s - i 265 | 3%.47 W0 § 1567 5141 56. 75«9 80.9 87.0 73.0 7548 9.5
Moy ceveceasecs 43.0 | 42.4| 48.8 || 51.Y 50.8 50.8 7995 T4 76.6 72.3 I 68-3
JUNE sseccsveen 20.11{ 30.9 43.5 49:8%  50.7 5062 B8L6 | 861 |- 836 %2« 0 715 70.8
i1 AT T R 26.6 26.2 | 40.4 51.2 | 50.2 | 48.8 8863y » "S2E3N 888 62.5 62.3 69.3
August ecevocae 852 | 38004 ¢ | 4440 Sibh4d 53 46 1l * HeI6 BB . T6:6 [+4883 65.3 60.6 69.6
September .... F2 oD 55.9 | 40.8 53.C0 | 54.5 Silked o) B8 | -85S 69.6 T4.C 72.5
October eece.e 66.6 | 63.3 48.0 54.3 5853 533 90.4 | 88.1| 83.9 BO-G il | 7B 7340
November eesee 66.0 65.1 | 46.2 52.5 52.6 | 54.7 918 86.1 | B5.2 80.1 76.9 7255
December «sece 67.7 | 69.5 | 44.0 55.7 55.4 | 54.3 164.C | 169.7 | 91.7 98ma | JO2 . | 158

1936
SRdEy - Aees !N BBLE | 4848 0.4 | TBid| 49.34 5390.% B3.4.{. 58| wads k seii | sa.a g9.4
February -«-.. | 40.4 | 41.5 | 47.7 | 49.0| 50.8| 53.0 ] 60.8| 59.1| 79.8 | 60.8| 60.4 | 69.2
Mt Goavesv. 1 3RS | 3B\ ] 4Avi 'l ST I 524 BAO Y (661 | 65.5 |. aleal - 65.2 4 £5.2.1} 71.8
BN n.nitois RI9S.a | 3708 T tde.r B SERI sa.a | (5l.8 | BG4 B8 2 KiGnie 1. 7E.AY 750 0.3
MR 7 - e b R IR saMS BragLal B SReR Y | 582 ]l 583 | ele] el el Pra] 768 | WwEee
THRE .ooposwses | 008 |- 38,51 485 1 'S8mbd- 55.1 | 52.6 | 96il. 9568} 9080, 17821 ‘bl 78S
JUly =eevesves {| S4.1 | 33,6 | 517 § 55.8| 54.6| 55.0] 88.8| 88.7| 88.7| 66.2| 65.4| 72.8
BUGUSE «.c..se '] BLa8 | 805 | 41,5 ST 56.5) 58.5 1 €vil|''B2es | 206 7.0 S8zt 5.5
September ... | 63.7 | 65.4 | 47,7 | 56.0| 56.8( 54.1 | 85.7| 88.6| 91.4| 76.0| 78.1] 76.6




YEAR~TO-YFAR_COMPARISON OF SALES FOR CORRESMONDIIL MONTHS

D.
E, Percentage change from corresponding month in preceding year,

Percentage change from corresponding month in 1930,

(Supplementary)

.

Boo tsw ;.nd. Men' s-—-~ .-—wa“'\ﬁlo;nen‘-s Dycis and
Shoes i Candy Clothing Clothing Lepartmental Drugs Cleaners
Year and Month -
D E ! D B D E 4 D E D E D D E
1934
July 3900000080 0CCD0BET O “29.2 — 136 —4'6,1 tad 6.4 "59-7 + 902 ""1‘2.7 + 4.4 ‘-5‘}.8 + 2.7 "‘5095 + —22,6 +18.9
(NGRS Vi goperalbrotatbessiclol o bleastols ~-36,5 | + 4.5 -44.6 | + 0.8 -38.3 | + 6.0 =35.6 | +14.0 =28,3 | + 3.4 =31.7 | + =087 i)
SEPEEBDET i oraie o518 s sreloolehs si -20.1 | + 4.8 -38 3 = 8o =32.7 | + 0.3 =34.5 1 + 5.5 =277 | + 1,5 ~25.3 | + ~33.1 - 1.8
1935 i i
BEINT (o Yor s1616y s pae) kataro s eravo o Ersid ST st 20l -49,2 | - 5.8 =33,3 | +10,6 =41.81 + 1.6 =33.5 | + 2.2 =27.9 | + 7 ol it 72
BN Ls s sl csuls. o # § + -0, 0 ol B (T ) -44,1 | + 1.0 =51:8" 1 05 =37.8 | = 3.4 =-26,6 | + 2.4 =28.,0 | + =20.4| = 2,1
Septem'ber 0CCVBLECOISINLO DD "25-2 o= 509 ""‘5001 ' 2.9 —28.7 + 6.0 "4'008 - 9-6 "28.5 e 008 "25.5 "50.1 + 4.’.5
|
1936 ; ! ' !
LA wal) sybrehs 3 104 Blsxors speioieiers =28.21 = 0.7 “42.4 | +13.4 =38.1 - 73 =36.,5 | + 9.2 =305 | + 4.3 w24 L 1+ B0 L ~LIYE | ' BB
AugU-St eeNSODANSSOCCHOEDOEOD -55.8 - 500 ."‘4500 - 106 "3505 (o 5¢l ."5705 + 0.6 -2508 + 309 "29.1 - l 4‘ ‘ "‘20.2 ' + 032
SICPEENERE w0216 alaiolsis sforaied o ) R 0 “37.4 | + 4.6 184" +15.8 1 <5621+ 7.8 -21.3 | + 9.8 2213 | 4. 5:.81 <987 | # 342
Groceries Music and General
8o Rlaan Furniture and Meats Hard\frare Radio Restaurants Variety Index
» D E D E D E D E D E D E D E
1934 5.1 : i : . :
July o..ooeololo;loeoe;n; ~26.11 +25,0 ~29,7 - 18,5 =19.4 +2005 -56.5 + 9.7 -48,7 - 4,0 ;17.4 + -33.0 + 2.5
BN, §o oot Miblevg Mae 555 8% =-26,04 +17 .4 =26i,7 il = @7 -24.53 | +10,2 «51.9 | +17.3 -47.0 | = 0.8 =21.1 | + ~29.7 | + 3.3
September ....o000cesnsse 26,2 | +13.7 —261455 111 =  5)5 -21,8 | + 9.4 -5%,4 | +20.5 -47,6 1 - 7,0 -14,0 | + -28.3| - 0,2
1935
QU o st 490500 2 olacwiaion e L7 | +15,5 ATy 4+ 2.8 -13.4 | + 7.4 =53.1| + 7.8 ~51,5 | = 5,5 «1%3.6 | + BOm | O3
AuguSt 2 O200000¢C00 903008 S ""lg a7 i 805 "'2500 + 205 "1804' + 709 "‘1’909 s 4.1 "‘4'808 - 5;3 '15.1 + “'27.6 + 5.0
September co06o0sasr0eDeEPEVED —19.6 + 8,9 —26.6 C 0.2 "1809 + 507 "‘5359 = 1.0 "‘4‘7.;2 + O.8 "16.1 o "2805 - 092
1956 :
July 000000200090 ULDWOBOOC - 5~4 +15a2 ?25.2 o 652 + 148 41735 kéOQO +28°l —47'0 i 9'1 = 7°5 + "26°7 + 6°0
August OCO006BCEDCOOUELACDOC .’"15a5 + 5@5 "2155 + 4‘o6 l - 2c2 +‘19o8 "’5‘;-'¢5 L] 955 ""1609 + 536 "'llp6 + —24‘97 + 4:90
September GCoe6VOPpOCOLOO @O0 @®OD '—1605 i 509 -2107 ! + 697 l" 209 +26€9 o ‘4308 +2108 "‘4"1'02 + 507 e 757 . +"10g0 i‘ "2199 + 902
LB, T aTiGwances have beéen Tade Tor AilTorences in the Nunber Of

work ays or

or scason

. M L .=
These gercgrﬁage changes arc‘?asetf_uggn actual montnly sales Tigures,
ng al varia%icns. :
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INDEX NUMBERS OF RETsIL SeLES (.verage for 1530 = 100)
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