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RETAIL SALES

December, 1948

L

Canadian retail mérchants enjoyed the highest volume of Christmas
trade on record when sales in December, 1948 were 14% higher than sales in
December, 1947. This December increase compares with an average gzain of
11% for the full-year 1948 over 1947,

g o

. Sharpest gains were in department stores, food stores, and shoe

stores, all of which had increases of 18% in December. The increase of

lﬁn in shoe stores was nartlcularly notable, in that 1948 sales for that
rade warg omly TR anoeve 3ales in vhe 1Z soathw of 1847,

Decendar e8les inersases [or the Shree trades in the apparel
group -=fweily clothing, men's clothing and women's clothing--were similar
to& the awsrage gain for retail trade as a whole.

3ales increases in the various regions were as follows: 16% in
the Prairie Provinces; 15% in Ontario; 14%Z in Quebec; 11% in the Maritime
Provinces and 9% in British Columbia.

Tables showing comparative results appear on the reverse side
of this wage.

fota: This 2ondensad summmry »f vatail salss +trands in Decowmbar ranlacca
" the usual monthly report on retail sales indexes. Publication of
' nore deteiled informetion will be resumed in the Jamuary, 1949 issue,
after work on the revised series has been completed.
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Comparison of Retail Sales in Cenada, and for Regions, by Kinds of Business ;f;
(Comparisons are based on dollar sales. No —
corrections have been mede for price changes.) P
O
December, 1948 Compared With Jan.=Dec., 1948 Compared With
Dec. Nov. J D 1947
Kind of Business December, 1947 1941 | 1948 an.-bec.,
' Mar. Ry |} Br. Mar., Pr. |Br.
CAN, | prov.|Que-|Ontelp oy | col, G CAN- | prov, | usdi 0ot o - 6.,
% AN EEA % | % . 4 % Al % | % | %
GENERAL INDEX .ecccvenvncecsssane #13.5( +11 | +14 |+15 | +16 | + 9 | +91.7 +28.$~ +1lle.li +i7 [+ 9 =+l [gutll | +12
General Merchandise Groups L.
Country General STOres’ seesecesse * 647 + 1 [+ B |+ 6| + 8| + 8 | +84,7 +16.% + 7.5 + @& ||+ 8 ee]l G ety e+ 12
Department Stores ...... sececsccue *1BLOf +22 | +17 {416 | +22 | (c) | +96.0} +22.0 +14.0} +15 |+ 8 |+14 | +16 | (&)
Veriety Stores «..sievee Sonesss oof *14,.7] +14 § +13 | +18 | +11 |'+1C | +85.0' +93.5 +14.6]{ + 9 | +14 | +18, .} +11 [«ll
Food Group:
FOood Stores sceseesecaceseeccecss *17.7 +12 | #17 {+19 | +19| +16 | +92,0 +1B.7 +13.9| + 9| +11 [ +18 | +11 [+13
Restaurants $es s erotenssocvee s +6.2 "'4 "15 +5 + 9 ‘lo ’63.2 -203 ‘500 "3 *10 +4 *5 ‘2 ©
'
Clothing Groups
Family Clothing Stores .......cos +11.5 +11 | 18 |+10 | + 8| + 9 +100.2] +39.2{+ 8.0 + 7|+ 9|+ 9| + 5]+ 9
Men's Clothing Stores «.eoeeoesee #12,8 + 5 | #17 |+16 | +16 | - 4 | +90.4| +49.4|+ 7.6| + 2| +11 |+ 7} +11 |+ 3
ilomen's Clothing Stores ..escceee *15,0f +16 | + 8 | +18 +15 ) +10 | +95,9| +36.3{ +16.4] +10 | «11 | +1G | +21 | +14
Shoe Stores ..cecsecccceccersvece t18,8f + 6 | +1G 1423 | +23 | + 3 | +B0.2| +73.6{+ T.2] -3 |+ 4 {+11 ]| +10 |+ 2
Household and Personal Effects Group:
Dx'ug SIEOMRES, sie. 010 ¢/0 vpe s1asagasaisiie o oloisiSG MA10 (a) (&) + 1 + 5 % ) +72.2] +43.01+ 6.4 + 1 [+ 7|+ 7 7+ 8
Furniture Stores ..e.eececesscces 101} + 3|+ 9 | +20 ¢ + 4| = 5 | +120.3) +12.4|+ 4.0} -42]+ 2|+ 9| + 2 |+ 4
Hardware Stores S 68 36 050 000 st +11.2 +lo +20 + 5 +25 = 6 +118.4 *10.2 + 9'4 + 8 +l4 + 8 * 7 * 9
Jewellery Stores (b) .eeeececcend + 5.7 + 6|4 31+ 6| #17| ~ 3 | +80,3|+165.5)+ 3.8 - 1|+ 1|+ 4] +10]+ 2
Radio and Electrical Stores ..... +4.2] =10 |- 3 |+ 3 | +13| +17 |+155,8| + 8.4|+ 6.2 + 4f(a) |+ 5] + 6 |+23
{a) Change of less than O.b per cent.
(v) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942.
(c) liot available.,
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