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RETAIL SALES,
AUGUST 1948

L OF
Augunt Ssles Increase ls Smallest of the Year + h
August sales of Canadian retail stores were 7% higher than in

August, 1947, but declined 3% from July of this year. Retail trade in
the first eight months of 1948 was 12% above that for the same period in
1947, Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935-1939=100) stood at 239.6 for
August, 1948, 223.9 for August, 1947, and 246,.6 for July, 1948,

Sales increases recorded for August this year over last were
1n4a.hat smaller than the general increase in prices from a year ago, and
it &s apparent that there has been some :ontraction in the quantity of
warchenrdise sold.

yan-ﬁurab}EE_Pail &n Maintaiq Pace Set in Farlier Mounths

One feature of the August results which stands out is an abrupt
moderation in the increases for certain of the non-durable merchandise
triades, Variety, food and clothing stores were chiefly affected. Among
tha four apparel trades, two actually reported lower sales in August this
year compared with Aupgust, 1947, Percentage changes in August sales,
with comparisons for the first eight months in brackets, were as followsi
variety stores, + 7% (+15%); food stores, + 7% (+14%); family clothing
atores, + 2% (+9%); men's clothing stores. - 6% (+10%); women's clothing
stores, +13% (*#17%); and shoe stores, =5% (+10%).

Department stores recorded the largest increase of any trade in
Asgnst, A gain of 14% over Aupgust last year was similar to the January-to-
August increase. Results differed considerably from region to region in
August, increases of 18% being recorded in the Maritime Provinces, Ontario
and British Columbia, while sales pained only 8% in Quebec and the Prairie
Frovinces.
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Increases Remain Steady for Durables

Sales increases ranged from 2% to 10% in August for the various
durable goods trades, including furniture, hardware, jewellery and radio
and electrical stores. In most cases, results approximated those in the
first seven months of the year.

Candy store chains reported sales down 9% in August from the
same month of last year and reduced by 2% in the first eight months of
1948 compared with 1947,

The general index of sales for four of the five economic re-
gilons, extending from Quebec to British Columbia, increased uniformly
over August, 1547, gains ranging .from 6% to 9%. The increase for the
Maritime Provinces was slightly lower at 3%.

Department Store Sales and Inventories Appear in New Form

On Page 6 of this report is a table showing estimated sales and
inventories of all Canadian department stores, in total and for a number
of departmental groupings. Reports have previously shown sales reported
by a sanple of firms only,

A publication issued by the Bureau of Statistics a few weeks
ago, entitled "Department Store Sales and Stocks, January, 1941 to July,
1948%, contains monthly figures for earlier years prepared on a similar
tasis and is now available for distribution.

The figures include mail order business of the depertmental
firms. Inventories are at sellirg wvalue.
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Comparison of Retail Sales in_ggpada, and for Regions, by Kinds of Business
(Comparisons are based on dollar sales. No
corrections have been made for price changes.)

— - = ===
Aupust, 1948 Compared With
Aug., [July, |

Jan.~-Aug., 1948 Compared With

Kind of Business August, 1947 1941 |1948 Jan. -Aug., 1947
Mar. Bltes BB Mar. Pr. { Br.
CAN. |prov,.]Que«{Ont Iproy,lcol, CANADA Prov, |Que- Ont.|prov.| Col.

% 1% | * | | % % % AlE %] % | %
GENERAL INDEX 2 @9 600 40229089000 e + 7.0 + 3 g 8 < A 8 P 6 C 9 *77.2 N 2.8 +11.5 + 7 "'10 ‘14 + 9 ‘14

General Merchandise Groups
Country General Stores cccesceccee]l ¢+ 6
Department Stores .cecscceeccasase) +13
Variety Stores ccccevescssccscssssl+ 6

B3] + 5|+ 7 |#13 |} + 8| +12
3.8] +14 |+ 9 |+#14 | +14 | +1S
5.2] ¢ 7 |+16 |+19 +10 | +11

4 + B * 8 o 7 e 6 ‘84.9 - 204
51 +18 1+ 8 |+18 +93,3 (+12.1
8 + 5 "'11 e + 4 "'5806 -15.2
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Food Groups
HEGA ISNEIREE. « i slassicaltiois i e o s sepnBaik@s 7k
RESIHENICETIES o alajalaislals) « oinls 3.0 sis olanlals o] ¥ 61

3| + 9 J+#1) [+20 § +10 | *+14

+5 1+ 6 |+72,0 |- 5.2
& A ~a e 9|6 |+2]es

+75.,2 |+ 2,5

.
o oA
+ +
(20 oV ]
'Y
| od
-3
+ 3
[V I 7o}
+
NN

Clothing Group: |

Family Clothing Stores eccceceecec{® 2.4] - 5 |+ 6 |+ 3 -2 |+ 3 |+90.,5 ;=12.5 2] + 6 |+l |+ 8 | + T | 414
Men's Clothing Stores ceeeceeesces|= 6.6) =11 |+13 |=17 | =10 |+ 5 }+62.0 }-20.4 «9f ¢+ 3 |+14 |+ 9 | +#10 |+ 8
Women's Clothing Stores ....eceeso|®13.0| = 1 [+ 2 [+15 | +22 |+26 }+75,3 }-14.9 4] + 7 [+14 [+20 | +18 | *17
Shoe Stores ecseeesscecssssssssssscs|= 5.2] =10 |~ 9 (- 3 + 2 {= 7 }|463.0 |~19.7 0] ~4 |+ 8 (+15 | +11 |+ 4
Household and Personal Effects Groups
Drug STOTEB 5okt s swn anercsssess i Lol =5 |+ T Jasl ¢+ Soplay el |=. 5.8 pfib f 1 Jle o BELELE. + 7 R 9
Furniture StOres ..csceesecocssscsel® 31| =3 |=4 [#1) | + 6 |+ 2 |+#63.2 |+ 5.4 ol == 7 oy, ERY =Y | 9
Hardware StOresS e.cceeeasccceacscee|+ 961 =1 |+15 |+ 4 +12 1420 |+97.2 |- 6.7 } 4] + 2 |+13 |+ 9 | + 3 }+13
Jewellery Stores (b) ceeeececessas|t 6.6 + 7 [+11 |+ 7| + 5 |- 1 [+66.3 |+11.0 WOl =-5|+3 |+3 |+6]+5
Radio and Electrical Stores ......|* 2.2| (a) |- 1 |+ 4 | +1 {+ 4 }+85.4 |+ 5.4 9 +4 |+ 3 |+3 | (a) |+29

(a) Change of less than 0.5%.
(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942,
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—— RETAIL SALES CHARTS

The charts 4in this report -are the The seriee (MR-1 to MR-5) will be re-

fourth and fifth in a seriee depicting produced@ 1in subsequent A1ssues with

retail eales trends since 1941, the more recent material plotted.

last Census year. A complete record of

ma Jor changes 1in retail trade 1g ob- Indexees are based on dollar volume of

:::::: rrggr::egr:g::mb;;de:giézsweg: salea, without ad)ustment for price
. E change

covered 1n earller issues of “Retail engep_or for scwedpal. varidtions.

Sales". Unadjusted indexes, revealing A1) indexes are on the base--average

seasonal fluctuatione charascteristic monthly esles in 1935-1939m100.

of various trades, are used throughout.
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RETAIL SALES (1935-39=100) | ....- -
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES AND INVENTORIES IN CANADA, BY SELECTSD DEPARTMENTS

Aupgust, 1947 and August, 1948

B

These figures are estimates of total department store sales and iaventoriss,
Inventories are at selling value.

- - > [”tt_.-“ == mm._ = —
SALES INVENTORY ¢*)
1) —
b o v : Aupust | Aupust |% Change July 31, | July 31,|% Change,
413947 1948 _ ]1948/47 1947 1948 1948/47
$000} ($000) (g000) | ($000)
TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS .-.| 47,873 54 ,383 +13.6 162,206 170,174 5 419
,,,,,, e i O BN A LU B R
1, Women's dresses, coats and
BUILS covesvescoceossons 4,568 6,160 | +34.9 11,906 14,193 19,2
2. Girls' and infants' wear . 2,006 1,982 = le2 7,124 6,381 ~10.4
3. Hosiery and gloves ...c>e. 1,326 1 Jal2 LlGrat 5,045 5,038 - 0.1
4, Lingerie and corsets ee¢sce 1,792 i, 94 + 6.8 5,845 6,462 +10.5
5, Millinery scsccsssacsccsao 432 509 +17.8 TeT ’ 665 -13.3
6. Women's and children's { g B
apparel - (Total, 1-5) of 10,124 i L T g I 5T 5] 30,687 Gy A = J ¥
7. Men's and boys' clothing
and furnishings c.cse:.. 4,655 4,855 + 4.3 20,363 20,108 -
8. Drugs, toilet articles and
preparations ..sccvssecs 1,149 1,243 + 832 4,671 4,445 - 4,5
9.0 Bicce EOCAS .0 sas b e da SL68T 4,374 +18.3 14,680 15,7G4 o
10, SMBLIWATeS sonveoavssiew. 1,570 | 1,669 + 6.3 6,954 7,027} * 1
11. Food and kindred products. 4,058 4,848 HNILH 4,416 4,824 + 958
12. Purniture (including
mattresses and springs). 4,173 4,331 + 3.8 e 272 10,880 - 3.5
8. Home furnishings) s«eec.:zes 4,158 4,718 +13.5 UB e taTess 21,699 +15,8
14. Household appliances and
electrical supvlies ,... 1,863 2,300 +23.5 5,308 6,284 +]18.4
15, Hardware and kitchen
utensils .ucescesssssece 2,130 2,767 +29.4 8,047 INOY 23 | S e 7
16, Radios, musical instru~
ments and supplies ..., 738 863 +16,9 4,231 3,545 ~16,2
17. Shoes and other footwear . 2,959 3,284 +11.0 11,934 1Eenea +10.0
18, Stationery, books and
MAZAZINOS cecvesrscc-eyd 766 BRE I t18C3 3,443 62N e I
19. All other departments,
tOt&l 208 0BE 2N DY DA B q 5’843 6,285 T 7“6 17,429 17,154 -~ 196
(*) Comparisons are based on {hvantoriegngg the beginning of August in the two vears.
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CAMADA - Indexes of Retuil Sales - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100)
A. lmediusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Varlatlons.
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision)
EE—— General Country
D tment Variet
Year and Month Index General ages Y
A B A B A B A B
August, 1941 s..ee0. 15802 143.2 131 .6 121050 120.4 146.1 AEGY:E ) BES s
Allgust, 92 o oo isieis o 147-0 161.8 157.2 149.5 120, 9 148.4 160‘2 174.8
RSt 1948 .70 W7 Bal 189.8 186.1 170.5 1515 44 184.7 191,9 203.7
AU._!';UZSL 3 1947 sevsesee 223.9 237.O 228:6 211.2 204.9 250.5 23509 24102
J”l:)', 2E e deteee 24606 25150 24902 224.8 207.5 267.0 297.3 279.7
August, 1.948 ssons e 239.6 265.1 24’3.3 232.6 23207 285-6 252.0 27408
Family Men's(a)
Year and Month Bpog e b 4 Clothing Clothing
A B A B A B A B
Atpust, 1941 ....... 146.0 148.3 140.5 ) IO NGRS i 140.6 DI I T (7T L
August, 1943 .....e0 N6 2 173.0 188.5 1 TasT. 138,8 173.4 118,7 1681
August, 1945 ....00e 188.7 1¢8.9 212.4 194.8 168,6 2056.8 141.3 190.56
.ﬂ\u{’)ust, 1947 40 eeanse 234.0 237.7 231«:8 216;1 221.6 262.0 196.4 252.1
July, 1948 ...ccceee 264.8 252.6 240,1 226.7 259.2 28550 230.4 263.3
August, 148 .. sssnn 251 ,_1__ 2‘7(5_,._{’,“ ____?‘ c"/_' 1~ 2 <O...{_ _?/(] e ??_83 . 1 ’__1_3_.4 _._.‘32 Tl
- s 7 Tamabis e ooz 2 oo
B ol daoarsh Clothing Shees rugs Furniture
A B A B A ‘V’ﬁ A B
ducust, 1941 ...e:0. ubils Hyj 161.5 1972 15640 13253 TS 7 15808 152.3
August, 1943 ..evoo. L3Sl 182142 145.5 17E6 15886 166.9 1)-25e 1012 s
August, 1945 ....00e 166.7 L1205 176,9 202 2 180.8 181 .2 IEG T/ 55 134.8
August, 1947 .eeseeo 1856.6 233.1 201.5 219:.5 21545 214.5 214 .4 206.3
Uiy, 948 Lsceeene. 246.4 280.0 237.9 239.4 281:9 25 J IR 209.7 269.5
August, 1948 ....... 208=8 274 .8 191.,0 e 2ICRET 224 .4 2218 41 221.0
(b) Radioc and
Year and Month Hardware Jewellery Electrical
A B A B A B
August, 1941 ....... Toge 7 145.4 151.3 166.0 e 9Ny
August‘ 1943 cees oo 154-8 147;4 175\1 188@7 ].C?.QO 116.3
August, 1945 ....... 204.0 190.6 235.6 244.5 QLN 124.0
Abgawt, 1947 sxa 274,7 257.6 236.1 254 .4 254 .4 290.1
July, 1843 ssessnses §82:7 283 .4 226 37 26743 246 .5 284,5
August, 1948 s.e00c. 01,2 286 .8 251~ﬁ 2[{;1“_ 269,9 296,3 -
(a) Includes men's furnishings.
(b) Based on sales including the Pederal Tax introduced in June, 1942,
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Unad justed Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions -~ (Average for 1935 = 1939 = 100)
(Flgures for the current year are subject to final revision)
General Country Depart- : Restau~ Family
d M
YL AT Index General ment Varialy ey rant Clothing
Maritime Provinces
August, 194Tooooaooo IS =15 126.1 1357.2 207.4 150.8 215.1 1B
AUel sk ESAT7 oo eioeane 247,2 238.9 223,.9 205151 243.3 2569.8 240,92
July, 1948 2ocoe0csco0 271o6 25401 22705 31004 28309 28002 288,0
August, 1948 cc.ccocae 254,0 24&5 2640_'7__“__?_63_?_.,.#6_-._‘_24_(‘ ¢ ] 9”} _«__2?,9..4“ <
Quebec : et 7 — .
IAPuSE ) LGN . .35 132.7 144,2 1265 Iy T Ry eyt
August, ISATANG o o ofolo Ve 206 35 237 .4 216.1 GBS 207 .4 226.3 222.4
QNS S4B L o L ol 36,2 260,6 201,.3 342 .4 224.9 241.8 281,9
AugnsE #1948 .o e o0 opat 232.7 255.3 232,92 289 o7 224,1 263.6 236.C
Ontario L "
dugiet, 198Y . . SN adal 1 13104 1dk¥ 150.5 145.8 36,3~ 0.4
August,; 1947 .cccccooe 21C,3 218.C 182.6 2lz.1 229,3 228,9 203.0
Juilys,i BUEAE. oio0 o600 0nle 241,56 265.6 183,1 2952 274 .8 217.4 228.C
August, 1948 ..00c0:0 226,7 236.C 214.6 2343 250.4 235.8  208,9
Prairie Provinces e ! b .
IANTESY, E IR T,  oeo o 32,9 128.0 107.0 141.8 Rl I 9.0 WwRasrT
August, 1547 so00c000e 237 .7 2201 207.7 23380 289,2 39.C 228,3
JULRAELGAL Farelotoss s o 2% 253.0 228 214.6 261.7 305.4 269.9 250,C
August, 1548 ,.c00000 251.6 234,7 224.4 238.6 304,2 248.8 224.1
British Columbia
August, 1941 ........ 140,8 120.8 148.0 141.2 156.6 123.4 144 .4
August, 1947 .icccnoo 255.7 246,.6 247.0 OB 264.5 2266 265.9
NSRS MIO4RE. J LS ok 269.6 262.8 265.9 207,2 271.4 248.7 278,17
August, 1948 278,1 262,5 292.2 204 .7 269.8 288 6 208
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Unad justed Indexes of Reteil Sales by Regions - (Average for 1935 - 1939 = 100)

(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision)

Men's(a ' (v
Clothgn; :;:::i:g Shoes Drugse Furniture Hardware Jeweller; g?:i:r:22l
Maritime Provinces
156.3 1501 13@, 151.4 145.1 155.0 221.3 155,3
243,3 27000 241,1 241.4 310.5 292,.8 31C,3 291,.1
296.2 279.1 238,.6 236.7 292.2 330 =S 305.9 344.3
Bl 216.,6 268.6 il T 228.7 3001 289,1 .fé}:} 291,7
Quebec
116.9 120.0 118.1 12308 1178 168, 9 198.Y 1886
RT3 172.4 24701 5 s 214.0 B35 2 292,5 217.9 256,.8
202,0 2641 189.4 230.4 189.9 345.4 1865 240.4
193.5 176.5 155.2.___‘j§§§§{_‘_‘}1§30 __536.3 242.6 258 41
Ontario
085 G 7 111.4 N2 143.4 145.9 145,9 SN
9, 6 176.2 195,8 202,2 196.9 237 29 213.4 220, 3
229.8 256,9 255.2 22504 202.7 285,.6 215.4 20351
159.2 202.6 189.5 2Q§?8 217.2 246 .5 228,3 229.8
Prairie Provinces
92.8 105.1 119.8 132.3 132.4 151 .4 149.5 1637
206 .3 194,7 219.9 2827 209:1 290.5 263.4 3026
266.1 252.0 266 .6 232.1 204,0 330,5 270.8 296,.8
185.4 8% .3 223.4 230,2 221.,0 52409“- 275.8 306 0,0
British Columbia
121.5 128.6 130.6 128.5 164.4 136 .4 My - LeL.e
239.3 220.6 276 .6 259.4 341.0 344 .5 291.4 30 8l
221.4 2587 2086 269,.7 259.5 408.3 240,2 341,0
252.2 7.7 2567 .8 259.1 349.1 Al a9 288,2 329.4

(a) Includes men's furnishings.
(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942.
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