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SEPTEMBER 19498

RETAIL SALES {4
L\

Retall Jecde Moves Stesdidy dipward

Dollar sales of Cenadian retaill merchante in 14 kinde of business averaged 7%
nigher 1in September thie yesr compared with September, 19U47. Saleas were up &% from
August as the customary seasonal upswing began. The volume of retall buginesc was 11%
nigher in the first nine monthg of this year compared with the same period of 1947. Un-
sdjusted indexee (on the base, 1935-1929=100) stood st 25£.28 for September, 1948, 241.0

for September, 1347 and 239.5 for August, 1GU&,

SEPTEMBER SALES (IN DOLLARS) UP 7%
OVER LAST YEAR
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Women's apparel shops and food stores remained in the forefront
among individual trades,when they recorded September increases of 15% and
12% respectively. These gains were not quite as lurgs ac thoss shown by the
nine-month cumulative comparisons for the two trades.

¢\ 7
Men's. Clothing andhoe Store Sales Decline

For the s econd consecutive month, sales of men's wear and shoe
stores fell short of 1947 volume. Declines in September amounted to 7% for
both trades. ' One factor affecting the shoe store comparison was the un-
usually heavy demand for shoes in the early fall of 1947 when footwear
prices mounted sharply.

Department stores had a much smaller sales increasse in Septerber

(5%) than- tha averame pcia in the firsd nine womths of SMe -wear (51K

Tl fe SMaar a6 cEvhdic Was e oply ohe 4o  siiow apPrpclilcrigs
provement in its relative position during September. Hestaurant receip®s
increased 9% compared with September, 1947. This was the largest gain in
many months and probably reflects increased meal prices to some extent.
Restaurant snles were up 5% for the nine-month period from January to Sep-
tember .

Saptawbar inaresses for Wost other Fradee sholwed soms eierattion
compared with those for earlier months of the year.

Candy store chains recorded a 2% increase in sales for September,
but totals for the first nine months of the vear reveal a decrease of 2%

from a year ugo.

Regional Trends

In the Maritime Provinces, sales were up only 4% from September
last year. Food store sales increased only 5% and country general store
sales fell off, but most other trades showed results which compared favour-
ably with the trend in other parts of the ccuntry.

The Prairie Provinces led other regions with a September increase
of 10%. The decline in shoe store sales was much steeper than in the rest
of the country, but all other trades showed higher sales than in September o
year ago.

Ontario reported an average gain in retail trade of 9% in Septem=~
ber followed by British Columbia and Quebec with increases of 6% and 5%.

Price 10 cents.
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Comparison of Retail Sales in Cenada, and for Regions, by Kinds of Business
(Comparisons are based on dollar sales. No
corrections have been made for price changes.)

September, 1948 Compared With Jan.-Sept., 1948 Compared With
Sept. | Aug.
Kind of Business September, 1947 1941 | 1948 Jan.-Sept., 1947
Mar. By |EBE. Mar., Pr. | Br.
o » {Ont, :
Al Prov. Qe Prov.|Col. CANADA CAN. Prov. Que.} Ont. Prov.| Col.

2 | & |% | % | % |% |% | & §| %2 | % |% [ %] %|Z%
GENERAL INDEX «.ccvevocvonvecenase * 7ad| +4 [+5 1+ 9 | 420 {+ 6 }+91.1|+ 8.1 1411,0] + 6§+ 9 |+1a | + 0| #13

General Merchandise Groups

Country Generasl Stores ....ossoe.. ¥ Ble2=rdy 1= i e +11 | +11 |+ 87.2|~ 4.5 ||+ 8.,1| + 4 |+ 6 |+12 | + 8 | +12
Department Stores .....cvecoecocssf *+ 5.4} + 8 |- 2 1+ 7 + 7 1+ 5 |1+4118.8|430.,2 }| +12.6} +13 [+ 7 | 413 | +13 | +17
Veriety Stores .eecoa.ive.csneu.lipl #11.8%1 + 8 1«11 |+15 | +10 |+ 1 |+ 80.2|* 8.5 ||+14.8| + 8 |+15 | +18 | +10 | +10

Food Groups
Food Stores ....... e e = ook amalit L2LE] [Ee (B H] 2 104 | #1416 O | +E84 FEEs Bl .8 (el 4, 10t S S8l T NRINGEE = HBRE S
RoBBatirants- «u v oo snve @ aoe eormsnitlst 3] £2 [+15 [+ F 1 +15' o) | 77607 B.9F#475.1| =K G*le % 67"+ 4

Clothing Groups

Pamily Clothing Stores ......cece + 6.7] 410 |+ 8 |+ 4 | +14 |- 6 |+100.0}+17,8 ||+ 8.7] + 6 |+11 |+ 8 | + 8 | +11
Men's Clothing Stores ...eceseess.]=6.81 (8) |=10 |- 9 | + 6 |-13 |+ 72.7|+19.0 |+ 8.0| + 3 |+12 |+ 7 | ¢+ 9 |+ 5
Women's Clothing Stores ....coeaesl +14.7( +14 1+ B8 |+17 | +26 |+ 8 |+104.5{+33.0 i+17,0| + 8 }+14 | +20 | +19 | +15
Shoe StOres cceeoseveccecacaconeces| = Tall =9 [-7 |-5 | =17 =6 )+ 88.6|+29.9 [+ 7.4] -5 |+ 6 |+12 | + 6 [+ 2
Household and Personal Effects Groups
Drig SEARGE L lisis s ae ois sosrate s oo safe it 6531 # I |F8 I BN Nl h | [EE T2 B @i 3yl T, 80 kv T MliE O ulie SN & 7 Sl 9
Furniture Stores .....feecicoipssf= 240| = 3 |- 5 I+ 4 32+ 1 |p 5 |#65J1[+ 2.9 4« 2,34 = 7 .1(a) 4413 4 ~ 1+ 8
Hardware Stores ..cccevesccssscensft 6.6 + 7 |+ 6 [+ 3 + 7 |+#22 |+101.0|+ 4.8 ||+ B.2| ¢« &4 [+12 |+ 8 | + 3 | +14
Joewellery Stores (b) eeevecesacecs)* 3.2 - ¢ (=3 |+ 8 +8 |~ 3 |+ 62,0]- 3,6 [+ 2,8] ~6|+2 |+4 ]| +6 |+ 4
Radio and Electricel Stores ......[+ 5.5 15 |- 6 5 | 410 [+17 14104.8[+23.4 ||+ 5.8 + 5 |+ 1 |+ 4 | + 2 |+27

B

| I
(a) Chenge of less than 0.5%.

(b) Based on sales including the Federsl Tax introduced in June, 1942,
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SELECTED DEP® ATHENTS

These figures are estimates of total department store scl=s aad faverdasies,
Inventories are at selling value.

1.

10,
11.
12,
13,
14,
15,
16.
17,

18.

19.

......... ‘;:qr--_‘:-¢—--.::===?====‘:;£S=='
. SALES INVENTORY ( i )
Departnent - P e e = e s
. . Sept, Sept. Z'Chanpe Aug. 31, WAugu G ?'Chang
-] 1947 | 1548  |1948/47 | 1547 1948  11948/47
($000)  1($000) (4000) | ($000)
TOTAL, ALl DEPARTIMENTS ... t 67,281 | 70,690 J _+"5_o-1___{“1.73_,_1_0'2_ 1. 184,420 ¢+ * 8
Women's dresses; coats ?

B SE S, S0 Tk 5 5l ok~ uvl o %5 [ohie 7,103 8R895. N #2588 14,974 18,34¢ =20..5
Girls' and infants!'! wear. 3,323 5,831 - 2.3 8,188 7166 = 8.3
Hosiery and gloves sec.oc- 2,410 2,362 | = 2.0 5,396 5,817 [ bl

|
Lingerie and corsets .... 22576 2,819 | + 9.4 6,583 7,768 t 318,90
S T R I e v la e o srnhal » e al15 1,042 P30 1,085 1,004 + 0,8
Women's and children's 4
apparel = (Total, 1-5) .} 16,927 18,949 LA 36,226 40,788 +]12.6
Men's and boys' clothing

andl fURNIShIRES Lo s0cas0 8,586 8,363 - 4.9 23,843 23,774 - 0.3
Prugs, toilet articles

and preparations c.co-.. 1,245 1,331 #1659 4,684 4,441 - 361
Piece £00dS e.vececesassaqd 5,180 5,595 + 18,0 15,168 16,357 + 7.8
Smallw&res ®e0s0ecer0058 3 0 2.150 2,092 = 2»7 7,753 7,745 = 0.1
Food and kindred products. 4,249 4,886 +15,0 4,564 5260 ol (515
Furniture (including ]

mattresses and springs) 4,228 4,163 | - 1.4 10,677 10,152 | = 443
Horﬂe furnishings o s ®ev0e0 00 4,841 5,144 + 603 18,990 21,611‘3 '.‘ "",‘:‘J
Household appliances and

electrical supplies ..... 2,648 2 +12.2 5, L5l6 5,873 +14.5
llardware and kitchen

Wi 7S LER T s e PR & e U 2,846 +14,9 7,862 8,416 + 7.C
Radios, musical instru-

ments and supplies .ececof 1,095 150189 - 6,9 4,126 3,431 -16.8
Shoes and other footwear .| 5,688 5,004 =22.0 13,780 14,639 + 6.2
Stationery, books and

m&g&zines ®oes02NSs OO0 1,114 1’298 *lacs 3,652 3,844 + 503
All other departments,

total e0 s v s esssennes s DO 6648 7029 *57 18 747 18,094 = 1% 9

(*) Comparisons are based on inventories at the beginning of Serfember in the two

years.



e o

CAKADA - Indexes of Retall Sales ~ (Average for 1935 - 1939=100)
A. Unad justed., B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.
(Fipures for the current year are subject to final revision)

A - - —— P S LS m——— S SSSES S T ————
General Country ‘
Year and Month Index General Depanhuayy Pariely
A B A B A B A Bl o

September, 1941 ....  1356.4 1&0.4 T2 (R B UG 138.6 136.6 152.5 1€2.6
September, 1943 .... AR G 149.5 139:1 1569.1 166.8 170.2  183.2
Soptember, 1945 .... 87 1" NiB6L0 176.4 164.2 201.6 206.3 194.2 200.9
September, 1947 .... 241.0 240.4 218.,7 203.1 287.6 282.% 245.5 262,2

August, 1948 .eces-s 239.5 265.1 244.2 233.5 232,9 285.8 268. 0!, 27588
September, 1948 ,... 258.8 2569.1 2352.3 2156.8 303.2 298.8 274.5 295.5

Family Men's(a)
Year and Month Food Restaurants Clothing Clothing
A B A B A B A B

September, 1541 .... 188T7 « 189.1 133,1 128.6 131.4 143.3 128,4 130,4
September, 1943 .... 154.6 160.3 186.5 179.0 160.1 176.0 154.3 165.1
September, 1945 ... 174.3 | 1787 204.4 1989.5 200.3 212.8 209.8 213.1
September, 1947 .... 220.2 22B.3 216.1 208.8 246.4 268.1 237.8 251.4

August, 1948 ......c 261.4 276-6 243.4 228,.3 223.1 278.8 186.3 25641
September, 1948 .... 246.9 256,0 236,35 226.8 262,8 288.9 2247, | BOf.si2

Womer 's
Year and Month Clothing

A B A B A B A B
September, 1041 ,.... 134.8 144.0 MR Al T M el 1304 | 1B0L5 LS T s
September, 1943 .... M55 | 1882 16T Tan 1550 168l 1B .8 117.4 103.6
September, 19456 .... 24N, G 4" 22566 206,3 184.9 184.6 183,.0 148.6 129.2
September, 1947 .... 24095 1 1255,'8 266, 1l 25213 213.8 213.4 228.9 198,9

Shues Drugs Furniture

August, 1948 ....... 202 27«4 B9@.S L2247 .10 220,0 224.8 220.3 220.1
September, 1948 .... 275.6 295.56 247.2 234.4 28, 2R6 . 226.7 200.2

b adi n

Year and Month Hardware Jewellér} gl::ir?ogl

A B A LB A B
September, 1941 .,.. n57.4 133.8 147.6 163.6 158.9 140.4
September, 1943 .... 156.3 134.7 174.7 193.6 L4 w7 102.6
September, 194bH .... 28250 184 .7 2ISL 248 .4 125.9 117.4
Beptember, 1947 ...s L L b 20148 7= 0] 504 45 A% 35
Augiast , 1948 csencne 302.,0 AT 15 2456 .1 28T x4 26Cad 294 .19
September, 1948 ..., Sl 4 274 .4 2818, 1 268501 321.4 287.6

(a) Includes men's furnishings.
(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942,
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Unad justed Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions - (Average for 1935 = 1939 = 100)

(Figures for the current year are sutject to final revision)

-
-

General Country Depart- y .i.4 Fooq Resteu- Family
Year and Month Brbas | Gonaral’ | mend y rant Clothing
Maritime Provinces
September, 19541 .,a4. 150.6 117.0 149.9 202511 147.4 191.4 132.5
September, 1947 ..... 254.0 22542 299.7 2Araill i | 241.0 DS e T 236.1
August, 1948 sessceee 264.1 245,.8 264.7 274 .8 246 .1 270.8 232.1
September, 1348 ..., 264.4 216.1 322.3 293,.6 254.1 240.6 259.5
Quebec
September, 1541 ..... N32e'd 125.9 140.5 G 2a 0 L6 ol 5253 135.0
September, 1947 .es.- 233.4 209,.8 332.0 30216 195.1 223.86 261.9
August, 1948 saceeece 23108 25637 232-9 299.6 223'7 260.3 227.5
September, 1948 ..... 245.8 208.8 326.6 336.0 217,9 256 .5 28I o7
Ontario
September, 17T e 134.5 120,9 138,2 141.3 132, 8 LS8 7 126.1
September, 1947 .c... 232.0 202.0 258118 22582 222.1 Ell2.S 216,3
August, 1948 scececse 227,2 235.1 21542 235.5 251.4 233.6 208.6
September, 1948 secee. AN A g 224,3 276,4 259.8 25259 231.3 224.C
Prairie Provinces
September, 1541 ..... Bir. g4 129°% LS 148,9 146,0 129,1 18r.9
September, 1547 ..... 2as el 229.5 295.5 22MeS 249.9 208.0 273,6
August, 1948 ........ 25230 236.1 224.4 238,8 304,9 248.8 218.,8
September, 1948 ..... 283.8 254.5 LT 3] 243.2 285,2 234 .4 312.3
British Columbia
September, 1941 ..... neEes IBEED 147.5 132.3 134.1 HTEAR, 136.6
September, 1947 ..... 264.3 230.8 306.1 191.6 222.6 216.8 273.6
August, 1948 .....000 2HT6 264.1 292%2 204.2 27045 222.8 269.4
September, 1948 cesee Al el 25t S22 9255 251.2 216,8 257.9
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Unad justed Indexes of Retail Salea by Kegicns e (Average for 1835 - 18359 = 1.00)
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision)

_— =

e ——— o e e apeimemiman— e e————— e L
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Men's(a) - Women's " (b) Redio and
Clothing Clothing Shoes Drugs Furniture Hardware Jewellery Eleotrical

Maritime Provinces

148.5 143,.9 160,7 159.3 200.4 1773
el »B 222.4 297.1 302.9 285.0 316.2

. 9 15
286.2 274

> o
C_H»P

eld,l 274.7 BT o 2¥l.6 281.2 315.4 316.1 288.4

=" Quebec

1%%.Y 128.8 OO PRS2 129.7 169,6 132.9 165,2
£E9, 2 229 « O 213.9 213.6 209.2 328.4 218.9 305.4

183.9 175.4 152.4 23045 175.8 336.0 239.5 242.9
188.0 248,2 1959.3 230.9 199,3 349.5 212,8 289,2

Ontario

124.5 133.2 136.5 129.4 T89.'7 154.1 180.7 151e5
=1 I 243, 7 ATid .4 201.3 221.1 264,.6 220,7 269.8

18%.6 X2 1920.5 202.8 217.4 245.9 223.1 233.0
15 .8 284.2 26069 210.9 228.8 272.6 237.8 28246

Prairie Provinces

T%5.3 132.56 159.6 15243 155.2 153.0 143.2 173.9
278 .6 223.4 317.1 220.6 219.8 303.6 24p.7 356.,0

LS 27 237.5 224.1 230,.8 221.0 322.0 27645 308.8
294 .1 88048 282.0 244,6 221.8 B2l 260,0 39206

. British Columbia

BT 145.8 12746 136.5 147.0 IR 152.6
5.6 346.1 266.7 295.7 33T 262.0 38042

28942 258.9 252.4 265.1 357.7 408.9 26931, T 338.9
89,0 285.7 326.1 2797 280.6 410,6 254.5 443.8

{(a) Includes men's furnishings.
(b) RBased cn sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942,

' agv.0 . 8ll.9 23548 22442 289.1 324.9 273.8 363.4
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