
ihLished by Authority of the hOil. . Li.  

Ilinister of Trade and Comierce 

'4 
D&kILT OiLL b.cL UC&JCE 
L0iiL 	UJJ 0 	 CS 	* 

6X 
LLLL T.Lth 	1CH 	 q 

OT'.:Jk, CL LD 

Dominion Statistician: 	H. H. Coats, IL.I)., 	.:.bJ 	(Los.) 
Chief s  Internal Trade Jranch: 	Herbert iEarsha1l E.A., J.S.S. 

Vol. VII - No. 2. 	 Price 1.00 per year 
Single copies, 10 cents 

CHA1'CIZ IN 'L VALUE 0• RLiIL SALZ ,llRUR1, 1937. 

The dollar value of Canadian retail sales for iebruary \VUS 3.1 per cent 
above February, 1936, and 2.2 per cent below January this year. On the basis of the 
average of 1930 as 100, the unadjusted general index number was 62.7 for ebruaiy, 60,8 
for February last year, and 64.1 for January, 1937. 

When corrections for differences in the number of business days and for 
normal seasonal variations were riiade, it was found that, after falling off slightly during 
January from the high level of Christmas activity, retail trade improved during February 
and held at the same level maintained during the autumn months of 1936. The adjusted 
general index number was 76.8 for 1 1ebruary, 75.3 for January, 81.7 for December, and 76.5 
for November last. 

Despite thQ fact that February, 1937, was shorter than Ibuaxy, 1936, by 
one business day, and this a Saturday, the unadjusted indexes showed increases over last 
year for twelve out of the thirteen kinds of busines covered by this report. The out-
standing gains were as follows: hardware, 27.9 per cent; furniture, 19.0 per cent, and 
music and radio, 16.6 per cent. The following groups reorteu sia11er increases: men's 
clothing, 7.7 per cent; women's clothing, 6.0 per cent; boots and shoes, 4.8 per cent; 
variety and restaurants, 3.3 per cent; dru,s, 3.0 per cent; dupdrtrlcntal und dyers and 
cleaners, 1.4 per cent; and groceris and iuts, 0.4 per cent. 

These statistics are calculated from returns furnished by 36 large depart-
mental firms and 198 chains colalj risirig iioru than i,600 stores. The averae for 1930 has 
been taken as 100. Three series of index numbers :or each 1:ind of business are shown in 
the tables following. Thc first series is unadjusted. The second s riLs is computed on 
an average daily basis and makes allowance not only for the varying number of business 
days in the different months but also for the varying sales imiortancc of the days of the 
week. The thiid series is corrected for number of business days and also for seasonal 
variations. 

This report includes for the first time an analysis of dopurtrncnt store 
eales by principal departments for the months of January, 1936, and Januury, 1937. Since 
a small number of stores, which contribute total sales figures for use in the calculation 
of the departmental store index number, are unable to give the data necessary for a com-
parison by departments, it will be understood that the percenta;e changes in total value 
of department store sales as shown in these special analyses will vary slightly from 
the percentage changes indicated by the unadjusted index numbers shown in the regular 
series for the same two months. 



INDXBRSCFTAILSALS - jRAGFOR193OlOC) 

A. Unadjusted. 	B. Corrected for Number of Business Dayc. 
i. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 

General Index Boots and Shoes Candy Men's Clothing domen's Clothing 
Year and 1ionth --__(24_Firms) (17 Chainc) (7_Chains) __(18ainL 1ns) 	- 

B C A B C A B C A B C 4 B C 

February -- 
91.4 97.6 112.2 81.2 86.3 134.8 99.5 107,9 117.3 119.9 127.5 205.6 74.1 76.7  115.7 

1930 	............ 86.8 92.7 106.5 73.3 77.9 121.7 100.4 109.0  118.5 68.9 73.2 118.1 76.4 81,1 119.3 
193 1 	....... 77.1 82.3 94.6 59.7 63.5 99.1 74.3 80.6 87.6 49.1 52.2 84.2 53.7 57.0 83.8 
1932 	....... 65.5 67.9 78.0 48.8 50,2 78.4 63.4 66,8 72.7 37.7 39.1 63.1 46.2 47.8 70e3 

1929 	.......... 

1933 	....,,,..., 51.9 55.4 63.7 39.2 41.6 65.0 51.5 55.8 60.6 28.0 29.8  48.1 39.4 41.8 61.5 
56.2 59.9 68.9 37.5 39.9 62.3 51.7 56.0 60.9 37.9 40.3  65.0 38.2 40.5 59.6 

1935 56.4 60.2 69.2 36.4 38.7 60.4 55.6 60.3 65.5 39.6 42.1  67.8 39.4 41.8 61.5 
1934 	......... 

1936 	..... 60.8 60.4 69.4 41.4 40.2 62.8 61.6 61.5 66.8 41.8 40.9 65.9 41.6 40.6 59.7 
1937 	•.,.,.., 62.7 66.8 76.8 43.4 46.2 72.1 54.9 59.6 64.8 45.0 47.8 77.1 44.1 46.8 68.8 

1936 
February 60.8 60.4 69.4 41.4 40.2 62.8 61.6 61.5 66.8 41.8 40.9 65.9 41.6 40.6 59.7 

65.2 65.4  71.8 61.4 61.7 79.1 47.5 48.7  57.2 55.8 56.3 67.0 47.9 48.3 60.3 
April 	......., 73.4 75.7 70.8 81.5 84.1 73.8 83.8 85.2 65.5 81.3 84.3 64.3 73.5 76.1  63.4 
May 	, 77.8 76.6 72.9 97.6 98.4 84.]. 59.1 57.0 58.2 80.3 77,3 66.0 66,8 66.1 60.1 
June 	..,.....,,, 74.7 75.0 74.2 107.0 107.5 80.8 45.8 47.0 61.o 72,8 73.4  63.2 70.2 70.7 58.9 
July 	........ 66.3 65.4 72.7 69.5 69.3 67.9 49.9 49.1 57.7 54.0 53.4 62.8 61.5 60.7 65.3 
August 	.. ..... 67.9 65.7 75.5 60.7 57.]. 68.8 58.3 56.6 57.8 48.2 46.1 65.8 51.2 48.8 64.2 
September 76.3 78.4 76.9 73.5 76.6 78.9 55.1 56.2 60.4 67.5 69.1 75.2 56.9 58.2 64,6 

iiarch 	........... 

October 	. ...... 88.6 82.3 76.9 83.0 75.9 78.2 60.6 56.8 59.8  104.6 95.6 77.1 67.5 61.6 64.2 
November ..,.., 78.5 81.1  76.5 83.9 86.3 79.9 46.9 49.5 57.5 93,1 96.5 77.2 59.1 61.2 65.8 
December 108.8 108.7 81.7 110.6 111.5 79.1 114.7 113.5  61.0 109.9 110.7 86.5 130..4 131,2 70.9 

1937 
January 	........ 64.1 63,3 75.3 44.0 42,7 64.7 43.2 41.7 55.6 52.7 51.5 78.0 43.3 42.2 61.2 
February ....... 62.7 66.8 76.8 43.4 46.2 72.1 54.9 59.6  64.8 45.0 1 	47.8 77.1 44.1 46.8 68.8 



A. Unadjusted. 	B. Corrected for Number of Business Days. 
C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 

- 	-. 	 _- 	- 
Departmental 	Drugs 

--- 
Dyers and Cleaners 

-- 
Furniture Groceries and Meats 

Year and Month _j36 Firms) 	_J 9VII Firms) (8Chaina)_ (2msJ 4chainej_ 
A B C A B C A B C A B C A B C 

February -- 
1929 	........... 81.6 86.9 103.5 99.3 107.9 106.8 70.5 75.2 107.5  132.8 141.5 159.0 97.4 103.5 105.6 
1930 	.........., 83.0 88.4 105.2 96.2 104.5 103.4 66.7 71.1 101.6 92.6 98,6 110.8 96.8 102.9 105.0 
1931 	.......••,, 75.9 80.9 96.3 89.0 96.,7  95.7 63.1 67.2 96.1 76.7 81.8 91.9 88.2 93.8 95.7 
1932 	........... 62,1 63.8 75.9 84.0 88.7 87.8 49.3 50.4 72.0 60.8 62.4 70.9 77.9 81.1 82.7 
1 933 	........... 49.5 52.7 62.7 65.5 71.1 70.4 41.9 44.6 63.7 38.1 40.5 47.7 64.0 68.0 69.4. 
1934 	...,....,.. 54.9 .58,5 69.7 64.8 70.3 69.6 49.1 52,3 74.7 48.6 51.8 62.4 68.6 72.9 74.4 
1935 	........... 54.4 57.9 69.0 68.9 74.7 73.9 44.7 47.6 68.1 55.6 59.2 71.3 67.6 71.8 73.2 
1936 	........... 57.8 58.4 69.5 73.7 75,3 74.6 48.8 49.9 71.3 59.0 59.1 71.1 74.2 71.6 73.1 
1937 	........... 58.8 62.4 74.3 75.9 82.3 81.5 49.5 52,7 75.3 704 74.7 90.1 74.5 79,.]. 80.7 

1936 
58.4 69.5 73.7 75.3 74.6 48.8 49.9  71.3 59.0 59.1 71.1 74.2 71.6 73.1 February 	* .......57.8 

March 62.5 61.9 72.0 73.8 74.2 73.5 68,4 67.2 70.7 62.1 61.4 70,6 74.8 76.0 78.3 
April 72.1 74.0 69.8 74.3 75.2 75.9  112.0 114.5 84.8 86.1 88.3 75.5 73.8 76.7 72.4 
May 	......... 74.7 75.2 73.8 74.1 72.1 75.1 105.6 107.9  86.3 94.1 94.2 74.8 79.3 75, 1 70,9 
June 	...,. ..... 73.4 72.7 75.0 72,5 73,8 73.1 90.9 89.3  80.5 76.3 75.5 76.2 74.1 75.2 75,2 
July 	....., 57.7 56.8 71.0 75.1 73.3  75.6 82.7 81.3 82.9 62.5 61.8 79.3 74.2 73.3 74.7 
August 	.. ...... , 62.8 61.3 76.6 73.0 71.7 73.2 76,6 75.2 78.3 79.8 79.9 79.9 74.8 70.9 77.0 September 78.8 80.9 77.8 73.8 74.6 76.2 87.0 88.9 73.4 91.6 93.9  78.3 74.9 77.0 77.0 
October 94.7 88.7 77.2 81.6 77.9  78.7 84.4 79.9 72.0 104.2 97.4 87.0 83.4 75.4 75.4 
November 85.0 87.3 76.6 74.1 77.0 77.0 56.9 58.2 64.6 84.6 86.8 85.9 73.4 76.3 77.1 
December 126.8 125.7 82.7 94.0 92.1 80.8 69.7 68.5 88.9 100.1 99.1 89.3 88.4 89.7 83.9 

011 
January 	........ 57.3 57.8 72.3 78,2 76.1 79,3 48.5 49.6 69.8 61.2 61.3 92.9 77.2 79.6 
February ....... 58.8 

I  
62.4 

I  
74,3 

- 
75 , 9 82.3 

I-- 	- 

81.5 

I  
49.5 

I  
52.7 

--j--La  
75.3 702 

1  
74.7 90,1 74.5 79.1 80.7 
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A. Unadjusted. 	B. Corrected for Number of Business Days. 
0. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 

Music and Radio Restaurants Variety Hardware 
Year and Month (16Chairs) j9 Chain.L__- 12Jhains) 	- 

A B C A B C A B C A B C 

February -- 

1929 77,9 83.1 110.8 132.5 141,4 162.6 101,6 110.4 115.0 83,5 88.8 120.0 
1930 74.0 79.0 105.3 89,6 95,6 109 e 9 95.0 103.2 107.5 739 78.6 106.2 

1931 	...,........ 64,6 68.9 91,9 82.3 87.8 100.9 80,1 87,0 90.7 69.5 73.9 99.9 
1932 	.,. 59.5 61.0 84.7 50.2 51,4 59.1 65,8 69.0  71.9 64.0 66.2 89,5 
1933 	..,....,.,... 36.7 39,2 56.8 24,9 26.6 30.5 50.5 54,8 57 , 1 55.7 59.?. 80.1 
1934 	.........,,,,, 43.2 46,0 67.7 31.4 33.6 38.6  47.7  51.9 54.0 55.5 59.1 79.9 
1935 	....,...,.. 49,8 53.0 78,0 36.1 3,6 44,4 44.9 48.7 50.8 57.7  61,5  83.1 
1936 	............. 51. 54. 40,4 41.5 47.7 49.0 50.8 53.0 60.8 59.1 79.8 
1937 	............. 66.4 72.5 . 16~.6 

 
47.1 50,4 57.9 50.f 55.0 57.3 62,8 66,9 90,3 

19 
February 	.....,.. 51,9 54.4  40.4 41,5 47 , 7 49.0 50.8 53,0 60.8 59.1 79.8 
March 	.... ... .. ... 69.0 69,6 90,4 36.6 36.2 44.1 52,7 52,4 54,0 65.1 65.5 81.8 
April 	............ 86.5 90.7 86.4 36.9 37.8 46.7 51.7 52.4 51.9 80,4 83.2 90,5 
May 	............,, 115.3 120,9 88,9 50..1 51.5 59,1 53.3 52,3 52.3 91.2 88.3 84.9 
June 	,...,......,., 1190 110.9 96.4 34.9 34,5 48,5 52.4 53.1 52.6 93.1 93,6 90.9 
July 	............ 97.9 98.7 95.8 34.1 33.6 51.7 55.8 54.6 53.0 88.8 88.7 88.7 
August 	........... 101,5 102.3 100,3 31.9 31.5 41.5 57.3 56.4 53.2 87.1 82.5 89.6 
September 	.,,..... 116.5 122,1 100.1 63,3 64.9 47,4 55,3 56.1 53.4 85.5 88,4 91.1 
October 	,.,.,,... 120.7 117.2  104,7 69.8 66.3 50.3 54.6 52.9 52,9 100.7 92.2 87.8 
November 	........ $ 99,7 104.5 111,2 60.9 62,6 44.4 52.9 54.3 56.6 90.5 93,7 92,7 
December 	..,..,.., 109,5 110.4 108,2 77.8 76.8 48.6 59.9 58.8  57.6 .183,0 184.1 99,5 

1  anuary 	.......... 71.6 75. 1  117.3 46.2 47.4  57.1 52.9 51.9 55,8 61.7 59.9 89.4 
February 	......... 66.4 72.5 106.6 47.1 50.4 57.9 5C6 55.0 57.3 62.8 66.9 90.3 



-- 0,2 --33.0 - 	3.3 
+ 22 •-39.6 - 	7,,1 
+ 8,5 •3.,6 F 	7.8 

+ 0.4 -50 3 2.9 
+ 7:8 3.5 +,1, 37 
-f 31 -403 ..-  4.8 

Mon -tls 
General 	Boots P.n d 
Ind'?x 	Shoes 

January, 1535 
January, 1936 ... 	.. 	-36.9 
January 1  1937 

February, 1935 ,.,.,,,, ! - 35.0 
Februazy, 1 93 6 	-30.0 
February, 1937 	.,.,.,, 	-27,8 

_E 
-4 

-.4 

-4 

TO - AR 00mil- R1SON OF AL 	FOR CO RS}'OWiNG MONThS 

D. Percentage iange from corresponding month in 1 930 , 
E. Percentage change from corresponding month in preceding year., 

ivien t s  viomen's 

1) B D D  D 
Deprtrnenta1_ _ug 

 D 

3-0 -6.,2 -426 21.4 --48.9 	-, 	8,6 -41,2 - 3,6 -27,5 + 3.0 
72 +123 -39,6 + 5.3. -46,9 	+ 3.9 -41.7 - 019 -27.0 + 0.7 
9- 3 +1191422 

.,6 
6 

+ 7,5 
+10.3 

-42.5 
-39.3 

+ 4.5 
+ 5.6 

	

-48,4 	+ 3.1 

	

-45.5 	+ 5.6 

_ 
-34.5 
30,4 

- 0,9 
± 6,3 

-28,4 
-214 

+ 63' 
7.0 

-423 	+60-292 +-2j. +ju 

Dyers and 
Cleaners 

- C 
Furniture 

 D 	E C 

-32.7 

Groceries 
and Ivieats 

E 

+ 1,3 

Hardware 

-27.8 +24.5 

Music and 
Radio 

L  _P D .4 Restaurants 
E 

VarietX 

-22.4 	- 3.1 o -28.2 -. 2,5 -45,9 1 0,2 -64.7 +23.2 -53.2 - 4.3 
o -27.9 -r 04 -420 + 7.1 -29.5 + 	4.,9 -24.9 -f 	4.0 -59.0 +16.1 -51,8 + 2,9 -22.2 	+ 0,4 

6.6 -24.4 +30,5 -25.0 + 6,4 - 1,4 +31,4 -56,2 + 6,9 -49.4 + 5,0 -10,1 	+15.5 

9.0 -37.1 +14, -30,2 -1.5 -32,7 +15,3 -59,7 +15 ,0  -52,7 - 5,9 -21,9 + 4.0 
• -26,8 + 9,2 -33,3 + 6,1 -23,3 + 9.8 -29,9 + 42 -54.9 +11.9 --48,4 + 9,1 -17,7 + 5.4 

-25.8 + 1,4 -20.6 +19,0 -23,0 + 0.4 -10.3 +27.9 -47.4 +16.6 -46,7 + 3.3 -15.0 + 3 , 3 

ivionths 

January, 1 935 ....... 
January, 1 93 6  ........ 
January, 1937 ......... 

February, 1 935 
February, 1936 
February, 1 937 

N.B. These percentage changes are based upon actual monthly sales figures. No allowances have been made for differences in the number of work-
ing days or for seasonal variations. 
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o :y 	 JS IN C~ AI1A. FOR SEICTED DEPARTMENTS 
 (Jnuiary 1937,  Compared with January, l93

)  

Te 	given below shows a comparison of sales by departments in Jani.ry of 
is year with last fo: those departmcnt stores reperting to the monthly index of retail 
les which were able to furnjch the ncccssry ata0 Almost all stores were able to rO 

port their sales by departmor.ts o that th coverage of sales may be considered very corn'- 
pie to 0  

In a few instnccs, firms which roporel total sales of womens, girls and in-
fentat apparel and accesorios in answer to Itcm 6 were unable to give the more complete 
brocdown corising :tems 1 to rj* o  Pigiz'os for such firms wore included in Item 6 causing 
this total to excoeô. the sua of the ind.ivi.ual fjures shown in Items 1 to 5 

All Bales figur.is are given on a calendzLi.month basis 0  No allowance has been 
made for differoncos in nuthor of bus :iimescs days in January of this year compared with 
last0 

Depar tmn' 
4,  

Totai Sales, 	1lopartments 3.2963,266 

1, Womons dresses, coats and. suits (including sports 
wearandhoused.re'cee) 1,016,0314 

2. Girls! and infaiits? wear 0oCo'000Q0o000OOQOcQ 291&4i.. 
3o Hosiery and glovo3 	00 	0 	 • 	0 0 	 0 C 1434, 6f0 
14. Lingerie and corsets (including ncg).igoos and robes, 

aiit imd.orwear, nurses? and maids 	uniforms) C o 9co 70,292 

5 Millinery 86,58 1 1. 
6, Women!s, gi:1s 	end ±nlants 4  apparel and aocossoros 

total 2,567,485 
79 MOns and boy& c.Lothing and fiu'nishmgs oD3Q0eo3 1305,553 
8. Drugs and toIlet az't&clos cd preDarations (includirg  

cameras and photographic supplies) 0000000000 533,669 
9 ,  Piece goods (silks, woo1lon 	cottons, linons, 

patterns, 1nensend.bedd.irg.000 0 00.....0 1,1493,950 
10. Small wares " laces, handkerchiefs, neckwear, 

ribbons, huttcns, thread, 	jarns 0000,o,000000mo 586,785 
 Food and kindred products (groceries, meats, provIso 

ions, candies, fruit and vegetables) 	(resaurant 
receiptenot included) 1,660,5141 

 FurnIture (including mattresses, springs) •o,e000coo 6014,998 
13. Home furnishings 	draperies, curtains, floor cove' 

ings, china, glassware, pictures, window shades n o 788 ,4I.$ 
114, Household appliances and eltetrica1 supplies 	wash-  

ing machines, sewing machui:es, electric irons, 
vacuum cleaners, refrigerators, stoves, electrical 
fixtures, 	].tmrpa 	o 	o o . Go. e 	a o 	o 	e 	• o oo a 	oc 	. 2399589 

15 Hardware and kitchen utonsi. 	(incluciJng paints 
wallpaper) 	0 0 	0 • 	• 	• 	0 0 0 	0 	• 0 	 I 	C 407,277 

 Radios, mu.sica. instrurcnts i.nd supplies 0o ocao. 272,792 

 Shoes and othex' footwear (niirs, womons and 
children s 	0 	• 	00 00 	0 	• • 	• 	• * • 	• 	• 	•0 7769763 

 Stationory,bokscndmgaines000...0000,00,..,.0 230693 
19. All otherdepartmcnts, totaL 1,11.95 1 8211. 

Jan 

113,969,9751 	bC 

19052,776 ,( 3.6 
308,199 , 56 
1165,872 •, 7,2 

	

680,176 	30 

103,713 619o$ 

307 
1 2 385,930 1 6.2 

569,1432 I 6,7 

1,590 9 296 /' 614 

6oi,6o 	2,5 

	

i,691,60 	't 1,3 
377, 1430 

887,8021 ,12,6 

2$14,491j 192 

1429 9 155 /' 5,14 
315,087 v.15.5 

$25,917 d, 60 
248,861 ,' 7°9 

1,610,859 A 707 



INX NU.BER (? RiA1L lj,,dL (vra 	for 190 	100) 

1 

1937 193 6  



D1  

I 
Unadjusted 	 . --- 	 !. 	. 	 / \ 
'djustcd for esona1 Varations 	 . 	.. 	.... 	 . 	

.. 	. 	 . 	. 1 	. 	/. 

	

\\ 	r 	 . 

/ \ 	 - - 

130 

Unad,justed  
'djusted for 'easonal Variations  

100 

go 

4C' à fI  

19 35 1 936 
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