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CHANGLS I THE VALUE Qi RLTGIL SALES, FEBRUARY, 1957.

The dollar value of Canadian retail sales for iebruary was 3.1 per cent
above February, 1936, and 2.2 per cent below January this year., On the basis of the
average of 1930 as 100, the unadjusted general index number was 62,7 for Jebruary, 60,8
for February last year, end 64,1 for January, 1957,

When corrections for differences in the number of business days and for
normal scasonal variations were made, it was found that, after falling off slightly during
January from the high level of Christmas activity, retail trade improved during February
and held at the same level maintained during the autumn months of 1936, The adjusted
general index number was 76.8 for Iebruary, 75.3 for Jamuary, 81.7 for Dccember, and 76.5
for November last.

Despite the fact that February, 1937, was shorter than tebruary, 1936, by
one business day, and this a Saturday, the unadjusteda indexes showed increases over last
year for twelve out of the thirteen kinds of business covercd by this report. The out-
standing gains werc as follows: hardware, 27.9 per cent; furniturc, 19.0 per cent, and
masic and radio, 16.6 per cent., The following groups rcportcd smaller incrcascs: men's
clothing, 7.7 per cent; women's clothing, 6,0 pcr cent; boots and shoes, 4.8 per. ceniil
variety and rcstaurants, 3.5 per coent; druys, 3.0 per cent; deparimental and dycrs and
cleaners, 1.4 per cent; and grocerics and acats, 0.4 per cent,

Thesc statistics are calculated from roturas furaished by 36 large depart-
mental firms and 198 chains comprising nore than 5,600 stores. ‘the averae for 1930 has
been taken as 100. Threc scrics of index numbers or cach lind of businuss are shown in
the tables following. The first scrics is unadjusted. The sccond sorics is computed on
an average daily basis and makus allowance not only for the varying numbcr of business
days in the diffurent months but also for the varying salcs importance of the days of the
week. The third series is corrected for number of busincss days and also for seasonal
variations.

This report includes for the first time an analysis of department store
sales by principal departments for the months of January, 1956, and Januury, 1937. Since
a small number of stores, which contribute total salces figures for use in the calculation
of the departmental store index number, are unable to give the data necussary for a com-
parison by departments, it will be understood that the pcrcentage changes in total value
of department store sales as shown in these special gnalyscs will vary slightly from
the percentage changes indicated by the unadjusted index numbers shown in the regular
series for the same two months,



INDEX NUKBZRS OF RBTLIL SAL:SS - (AVERAGS FOR 1930 = 10G)

A. Unadjusted. B. Corrected for Number of Business Days.
v. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.

General Index Boots and Shoes Candy Men's Clothing wWomen's Clothing
Year and lionth (234 Firms) (17 Chains) (7 Chains) , (18 Chains) (13 Chains)
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INDEX WUMBERS OF RETATIL SALES -~ (AVERAGE PORX 1936 = 100
et =, O o)

A. Unadjusted. B. Corrected for Number of Business Days.
C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.

Departmental Drugs Dyers and Cleaners Furniture Groceries and neats
Year and Month (36 Firms) ) 24 Firms) (8 Chains) 26 Firms) (34 Chains)
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A, Unadjusted. B. Corrected for Number of Business Days.
C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.

Hardware Music and Radio Restaurants Variety
Year and Month (16 Chains) _ (9 Chains) (14 Chains) (12 Chains) !
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YEAR-TO-YEAR COMPARLSON OF SALES FOR CURKESFONDING MOWIHS

D. Percentage ¢hange from corresponding month in 1930,
E. Percentage change from corresponding month in preceding year.

7 General 1 Boots and i 3 hien's ! women's
rMonths it - Index . Shoes & o samdy Sl S Eailing 3 Clothing Departmental Drugs
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Dyers and Groceries Music and
months Cleaners Furniture __and ueats Hardware Radio Restaurants Variety
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Foniraary, TEEEY Al L. e =880 1 ~.9.0 ~37.1 | +14.4 =305 5 155 et L5 107 ol | sl 0 29 |~ 948 AL w5 410
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N.B. These percentage changes are based upon actual monthly sales figures. No allowances have been made for.differences in the number of work-
ing days or for seasonal variations.
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STOEE CHTES IN CANADA FOR SEIECTED DEPARTMENTS
(January, 1937, Compared with January, 1936)

MERE Rl
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The table given below shows a comparison of sales by departments in January of
this year with last for thoso department stores repcriing to the monthly index of retail
sales which were able to furnich the necessary date. Almost all stores were sble %0 ree
port their sales bty doparizents so that the coverago of sales may te considered vory come
pleteo

In a few instences, firms which roporied totnal sales of womenis, giris? and in-
fents! apperel ond eccessorics in answor %o [tom 6 wore unable to give the more complete
breskdown comprising I%ems 1 %o Fo Figures for such firms were included in Item 6 causing
this total %o exceed the sun of the individual figures shown in Items 1 to 5o

figuree are given on & celendar-month basis, No allowance has been
2 number of business days in January of this year comperod with

Ail eales £
made for diffecroncos
last,

Depaxtmens 1976 7937 14 Ghange
: BEait | M =
Total SﬂlOS, i repo.r'tmen":‘;s 0000000000050 080D 125963,266 139969;9[5 r/4 .(08
Sales cf Selscied Ieparitmenis
1, Womonts dresses, coats and suits (inciuding sports
wear and house drei‘ses) 00c000DCT0C00ORNOCERO0DO 00 1,016,03)4' 19052,776 7‘ 306
2o Girls® and infants? WOOZ 00:cc0c9009000000000660000000 29198)"’1 3083199 'iL 5°6
3 SpEbery nud E1OWEN 40 i9 b eno006EE b0 cs oz ng donsoned LI’3LI’96{O )"653872 'It T2
4, Iingerie and corscis (incluéing negligeos and robes,
mit wmderwear, nurscs? and maids? uniforms) csoco 701,292 680,176{ = 3.0
5o Mlllinory HOELOCNODOLEBIOCOOBN 0 88CD3BCOEOBC00E0200690C01 86,58h 1039713 #1908
6s Womenls, girle® and iniants’ apparel and accessorics, P
total (S'Lm Dl = e R} CR0ADUOCSLErDIODOCD206000000C 2,567.;”'85 296[3:'-'-.-; uﬁ('; 7" 307
To Menis and boys? clothing and furniShings csocewoscrses 1,305,553 1,385,930 b 602
8« Drugs and toilet articles and preperations (including
cameras and pho‘bographm Supp.:.x.e ) O0n00000000bOODO 533,669 569,”’32 J’ 697
9« Pieco goods (silks, woollens, cottons, linens),
patternS, inens aand bcd.dng 8900509¢20C3006uc 00800 lcu’93.950 1,590,296 tj’ 6o)"‘
10 Small wares - laces, handkerchiefs, neckwoar, /
Pibkang; babtene; thread, TArRE s7il ks oMl ooe s 586,785 601,650 + 2.5
1l, Food and kindred products (groceries, meats, provise
ions, candiss, fruit and vegetables) « !ressaurant
receiptB not 1nc}.ud.od} OGN C(8CCNOUO0E0000080CI80000G 1,660,5)4'1 1;6819605 '14 103
12, Farniture (including mattrosses, SpPrings) ececscccoo 604,998 877,430 #£45,0
13. Home furnishings - draperies, curtains, floor covezrs
ings, china, glasswere, pictures, window shades ,o 788,448 €87,802 $12,6
14, Housohold applioncos and electrical supplies » wash-
ing machines, sewing nachines, eloctric irons,
vacuunm cleaners, refrigsrators, stoves, elecirical
fixtures Jam'ps 0N00BO00 N0 2300006866008 0C03500CABE 238,588 28]"’:“‘91 {'190
154 Hardware and kitchen utensi e (including painks,
W&llpﬂ:"‘er; 00€CO000C3¢0500000800306GCN0B0DBOCEDSS30aC %7,277 )"299155 7./' 50)"’
16, BRadios, musical instrurents cnd SupplioS cevscsesses 272,7921 215,087 #1505
17, ©Shoes and other fooitwear (mon's, women's and
childrenzs_“) 600HC0ODOOODDOOC0O0OCIEINEOD0OOEDICIIDEOD 776,763 8259917 '1/" 603
180 S‘ba‘bionery, books and ma.ga..'dir;es 0eo0P0000000D0UT¢8000 230,595 2“’8,861 ’/" .{09
19. All other éspartmonts, toterl cecosscscosicnncozeccno 13)4'95,82)4 196109859 # 707
D e e e e e L e s - e
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