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CHANGES Tif THE VAIUE OF RBTAIL SALES, MARCH, 1937.

The dollar value of retail sales for lfarch was 18.1 per cent above Pebruary,
and 15.5 per cent sbove March last year, according to index numbers compiled by the
Dominion Bureau of Statisties. On the base of the averure for 1930 as 100, the unedjusted
general index number was 73.92 for March, 62.6 for February and 85.2 for March, 1936,

When corrections for differences in the number of business days and for normal
seasonal variations were made, the general indexwas 75.9 for March, 76.8 for February,
and 75.2 for January. Comparable figures for the month of March in previous years follow:
1936, 71.8; 1935, 69.6, 1934, 67,6; 1933, 66.9; 1932, 74.6; and 1931, 93.9. Thus, even
af'ter allowances are made for normal seasonal swings and for the early date of Easter the
dollar value of retail t rade was at a higher level in Farch this year than in the corres-
ponding month in any year since 1931,

The early occurrence of Easter this year resulted in the sales totals for March

soaring over those reported for March last year, As compared with a gain of 15.3 per cen® --

for retail sales as a whole, twelve out of thirteen sub-groups showed increases ranging
from 3.1 per cent for boots and shoes to 79.4 per cent for-carndy, Restaurant sales im-
proved by 8.2 per cent; grocery and meat stores reported gains of 10.4 per-cert; drug
stores, 11,5 per cent; and departmental s tores, 13.1 per cent. *dwances vere pronounced
for variety stores with a 22,3 per cent gain; hardware stores showed a 22,9 per cent rise;
women's and men's clothing increased 23.8 per cent ancd 25,4 per cent respectively. Sub-
stantial improvement vas reported in sales of music and radio and furniture, the former
with a 28,4 per cent advance and the latter with a 28.5 per cent advance over March last
year. A very small decline occurred in sales of dyeing and cleaning e stablishments,

The analysis of departmental s tore salces for the months of February, 1937, and
Pebruary, 1936, shows improvement over 1936 of 1.7 per cent for departmental store sales
as a whole. Gains ranging from 0,3 per cent for girls' and infants' wear to 25.6 per
cent for furniture were reported. Increases were reported in sales of nine other commodity
groups handled by department s tores, the more important of which were millinery, 19,6 per
cent; household apnliances and electrical supplies, 13.2 per cent; hosiery and gloves,
8,3 per cent; howme furnishings, 7.5 per cent; and shoes and other footwear, 6.8 per cent,
Sales of the following seven: departments showed declines as compared with February, 1936;
lingerie and corsets, men's and boys' clothing, drugs, piece goods, smallwares, food and
stationery. %ince a few stores, which contribute total sales figures for use in the calcu-
lation of the departmental store index number, are unable to give a breakdown of sales by

departments, it will be understood that the percentage c hange in total value of departmental

store sales as shown on page 6 will vary slightly from the percentage change indicated by
the unadjusted index numbers appearing in the regular series,

This report presents a new series of index numbers of hardware store sales
based on the combined figures of fourteen chains of hardwarc storcs and approximately
¢ighty large hardware firms operating one store only. Unadjustcd index numbers only are
shown in this bulletin, It is intended to publish in the next bulletin the threc scries,
the unadjustcd, the series corrccted for number of business days and the third adjusted
for number of business days and for normal scasonal variations by months f'rom January,

1930, to date.
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DDEX WMHHFRS OF TRTATL SALES - (AVERAGE FOR 1930 = 100)

A. Unadjusted. 3. C&rrected for Number of Business Days.

C. Adjusted for Number ofqusiness Days and Seasonal Variations,
p— - - _—
General Inde'x(x> Boots and Shoes Candy Men's Clothing Women's Clothing
Year and Month (234 Pirms) (17 Chains) (7 Chains) (18 Chains) (13 Chains)
= A B C A B C A B C A B C A e C
Mamechy 1929 - . MM - RS N0 137094 | 1387 |1 16210 149.5| 144.2 | 110.9 168,5') 1689 {1989 1931 HlersT 2 en 1
March, 1930 ..a§ 94.7 | 9%.4 1102.7 89.6 | 84.41114.0 S2Ndshis HEGI 268 INIIGE £57 10210 ' G761 IaE . B7.50" [ESBEIG O v4
Mazehs,, 1931 ...k 8%4.2 | 8F.5 1 93,9 AGadel L, 6.5 - S0 40 68.5| 70.1| 82.4 e Al B T | "B 77.0.1 17,64 9854
MaRcha) 1939 , LGS0 7341 Iy BRBE2: = 74,6 BAUBE G4B 17BLT7 9OLCRI LGB0 azEe A S6LQKE “S688 (V. G6ES 635,35 PLE3SIL 16942
Maiin 1963 ... GR.1 ¥ 'Oe 'l 66,9 45,7 44.31 59.9 44101 2811100 & 49171 AT 680 46,7 | 44.7 | 58.8
Pa o ISNGS4. (L UHE 69l i TGEs. | 167 16 75.8% 60.41178.9 84.2| 78.,6| 60,6 620 5858 58R8 5950 #8592l 16858
METeRis (EEET . ", Tl A JaN] [ SoaeR SIE0NE al.23 57.81 W .8 58:2 80,31 902 9. § 0L | 642 51.6 | 46| €39
Mareh, 966 . ... BEL2 6ond | a8 Bl e 7D llE 47 .5 48,7 . ol SoLE, 555 (S7AA@, 47 .9 48.3 60.3
Marclh, 1957 ..all - 73.2.1 ‘™18 75,9 65.8 | . G880 72.5 85.2| 84.,6| ©B5.1 AOR@II™ “Zat S7AlIE V7 S983 1 REeOn L LNEELS
1936
e 3 o e bk 6572 654 | 78 ol A GI.7 ! 47.5 48,7 574 5, 51N -] L6156 (sl 1(0) 47 .9 48,3 60.3
i oricmul APUPPRRRRS I || < e B N/ S R () I SO iGN 178 SEEN | 240 108, 5 81.3| 84.,3| 64.3 73.9 | (WO LY B
R 4. Lk de I ATLBTE 7NN 1 T 97.6| 98.4| 84.1 Jekli 57.0% 8.2 2\l R R 4728 | G = (0 68.8 (166,11 60,1
JURE sse0uestanill F4,7 | 78.0 | 748 107.01 107,56 - 80.8 43.8; 47.0] 61.0 7881 73:4%F L& 1O HON ], B8
B . v e e bbbl GEES LT BBeZ | THT SaiEl w9.5| @7 .9 99,99 49.X | W77 54,0f 53.4| 62.8 Ol || "EERT | | 168D
A0St . bl ~CF e BT | DS GO . . ST.0] . 68a8 58.34 56,681 57:8 48,21 46.1} 65.8 51.2 | 48.8) 64,2
Sleptember ..ol (7653 MHEWE | | 76L9 liSeehll  7ORGHN - 78R3 ] GOl  SEL2 T N0 M Cilhadh |y i CLIN | VS v 56,9 S8R2 | 64.6
October .......n 88,61 83,3 76,9 &GPl 7508, 78.2 €R.61 ‘9681 0B L@waa ] 9BNGIr M7 6735 | GlE6-] 1+0%%2
Novelber ..i,<afl 7829 | Wl ' 76.5 SSeal | 'BeNe .l | 7959 46,90 4955 | " 55 SRR I JEINGE 8772 5O G281 65,8
December ......| 108,.8 [108.7 | 81.7 vIYEAF 11893 79k 1T U158 6.0 8. 9% 1109 86.5 150, AR LS2N . 7049
1957 :
JANNRBY %k'd « Jelllll 630G § BERl | 75.2 44,0 42,7 64.7 5.2 41.7| 96.6 S247 | "51.5%" . WEILIO L TR B (51 )
INebmaiy (i siapmill 626 6eRE | 76w8 45,41 46,2 7 2 il §5.3 60.0 6hL2 45.9 48,8 78.6 44 .1 46,8 68.8
Mameh! 1. 45l oo aelfll HBGIMM| 7EBL N {759 GElal. WEB ) 72.5 2] s46 651 C /= O R4 (il /[ 2 9953 | 604 16553
R

() Minor revisions to take account of new hardware series will appear in the next issue.



AVERACE FOR 1930 = 100)

A. Unadjusted. B. Corrected for Number of Business Days.
C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.

Departmental Drugs Dyers and Cleaners Furniture Groceries and lleats
(36 Pirms) (24 Firms) (8 Chains) (26 Pirms) (24 Chains)

Hee HE 5 B c A B g A B g A B c A B C

Mandhs 41929 .. .x 1015 ARRE| 105,7 109.0] 105,3 | 205.2 F1E46 110168, | 116.2 ElE5.6 a0k ROQ.0 108,.8 | 105.2 | 105.2
MERchiy 1955 | .. 88.5f 88,4 97.1 107", 18 EGB 4 1A 104 & 104+.4 {102.8 | 114.2 97.0} 96,972 10RSR 967 o D87
Mazeha MISET . .. BRs6l . Ofed [ 183,35 93.6| 94.2| 93.3 0376 | S &l 4 1022 TE o8 = T 7 Bk, 8R4 94,64 96.21 6.1
Herehny 1958 =, ... 68,2 68.6 TR 88.4 8.7 85.8 631580 G208 62.8 5659 56.3 64 .8 84.7 (il A6
Mayell 1988 | .. oR.4° 585 65.5 LY eFa - 68,7 58.4 1 @81 | N3 48,1 46.0! 52.9 T9.0F 72:8% PO
Melr iy Qe o . 67 .1 GELIE 68.C 75.4 72.1| 71.4 T2 AR VL 1 TR 61.9 bS] 68,8 AE - 78 . 8L AEN8
liareh, Ji3as .. . (Sl R YRS 74 (5/74¥ 11 76.8 74,8, 74.1 64.1 | 63.0 70.0 u2,.2 602 69.2 75.2 TOAOHII A2
Mreh,) 11956 ... SRS 61,9 ' 7840 ZaE Fa g | 755 Elg4 GHER [ TO.7 68.3) | 6114 206 74.8| 76.0| 78.3
Hemche  HO57 4 & 70 37 . OulS T ) 82.3 81.1| 80.3 G 68319 66.9 78 BLIL LT E NG 90.4 82.6 84.8 84.8

1926 4
e AR £ R S, 62.5 619 |4 .72 .0 73.81 74.2 T B 68.4 | 67.2 07 62.1 61,4} 70.6 74.8 610 /(5 )
RGNS ook 4 bkt 720 740k 1698 Fd g 7548 | - 759 112.0 |114.5| 84.8 86.1| 88LE|l 755 78.8{ 7647 | 724
Bl G Alalnied. p TR TS B8 .8 Rdghlf - 2.0 h Y951 105g6] 10749 | : 865 94,11 94.2| 74.8 | #0614 AERO
Sl | b b ol o E M | TAT N T 0 el 781 78,1 209 89.5 | 805 76 .53 T 268 740" RS2  TasZ
JUlY secanesces 927 BERE 1, 7 A0 TS0 | TERD = T 82,7 | 1 81,31 BEI8 62 .01 Gilbaant - 1SN P& o Tl L TRV
y: b PR 62.8f eE| 766 Rl T 71BT 7Eke TOME 177527 e W8l ] VRSN Al TN | a0 N0
September ,.... 78.:8] 60,8  77.8 FEa 7l 76 8 87| 8881 758 gILer . RaNE |t PEL3 TRENE s vl
OEEOBENR - u¢ «lisne 94 .7 88.7 7. Tate SILEHL. T 78.7 84.4 | 79.9 72.0 104.2 )77 (N2 (0 83,41 75.4| 75.4
November ...... 85.0] 87.83| 76.6 ReG “7%.QY ,77:0 6.8 [, 58sd | B4.8 84,0} ' S6L@i B&.5 Faa Bl 6§ T Fed
December ...... 126.8] 125.7| 82.7 94,0| 92.1§ 80.8 6.9 | €85 || 8BS 49 100.4| 99.4} 89.5 8824  82%7 |, 88.9
;-9‘5;7. b ’
URMAREET | o oja s oo b Sil2! D281 72.3 PRIAY | T8l | 7945 48,6 | 49.6 | 69.8 58561, , S8.7.1 S8 7ORB1 720 | 7955
Tebruary ceeeces 58,6 62.4| 74,3 75.9| 82.3| 8l.4 49.5 | 82.7 | 739 68459 72:6 SE=5 74.4] 78.9| 80.5
March sescesces 70,71 T0.8| 72.5 ” BELEN. El.l| B80.3 6T | €89 | 66,9 79.8] 78.6] 90.4 82.6| 84,8| 84,8
i ]
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: Hardware Music ana Radio Restaurants J Variety
Ve kil Mot : (Revised) (9 Chains) (14 Chains) : (12 Chains)
A B 3] A B C A B o ] B c
March, 1929 ..... 89.1 116.4 |129.2 |152,.8 |§111G,7 | 10848 i 11, 9! #1038 j1e0.8 1215
- ‘March, 1980 .v:.. 83.4 956.5 | BL.O |IA7:6 100.1 | 98.5 | 101.6 84.2 | 79.6 |100.8
sl TOEE - ... a0 786 | I8 | oeid 88.0 | 87.51 90.2 77,640 774901 @A
Mawveh, 1982 ..... 5 Y 44,8 %7 | 658 68.2 | 66.9| 69,0 72:8 ] ey L aN.6
..March, 1933 ee.ce ﬁ 4058, s 3 29.7 | 28.2 | 34,4 5654 |- S8l it 56.48 6034 1 587 & ¥Lu2
Maxch, 1954 ... 48,7 | © g 38 .00 Naaks & e 56.7 1. 2800 SE el 1 7147 K SEA
Bioch, 2985 5ise 52.8 | @ “ 39.7 | 39.2 | 47.8 Sl | BOs5 52.0 &%;5 |"6a.# 1\ /aiE
Kapeh, 1956 ....% SafL ]l & > 36.6 4 Seue | 44:2 98.% | Sesdl B 65.1 | 65.5 { 81.8
March, 1937 ..... 65.5 | B o 47,0 | 46,4 | 56.6 5.0 56.0] 57.7 79.6 | 80.4 | 96.9
B il - J
' o @
1936 g @ : ,
PRERD .. .eeiiacdds 53,5 £ £ 866 | 8.2 1 44 52.7 | 52.4| 54.0 SRt 4 -66.5 | 818
BEL] Lansadddinet W ™ - 36.9 | 87.8 [ 46.7 § ,51.7 | 5244 51.9 80.4 | 83,2 | 90.5
MG o5 aoinis do dieilis J0ELE % .5 8 801 | Sb T Sai 5355 | 5283 (583 91.2 | 88,3 | 84.9
JORE . o0 yromgin e DD | o, 4 34.9 | 34.5| 48.5 { 52.4| 55.1| 52.6 | 93.1 | 93.6 | 90.9
WY - < b g6 - 9 o 84,1 .- 38:6 ] SR S5B.8 | 548 53,0 88.8 | 88.7 | 88.7
Aug‘ust saoeesernnae 82.9 a % 51.9 31.5 41.5 57.3 56‘4 55.2 87.1 82.5 89.6
September sesesse AT 4 & e 63.3 | 64.9| 47.4 ailed 1 oY | S84 889 | 88.2 | 9141
0Ctober vvveveves LD 3 69,8 ] 66.31 50,3 §4.46 § 5891 9B.9 100.7 | 92.2 | 87.8
VEeEERer . aphis o 79,6 @ e 60,9 62.6| 4i.4 52.9 | 54,3 56.6 UG | 987 | 987
December ..oo.... 86.7 | & & 27.8 | 76.8| 48.6 59.9| 58,8 57.6 | 183,0 |184.1 | 99,5
1937
Selsaary | oelte o 45.9 46,2 | WRLs | S0 52.91| il | : 658 61.7 | 59.9 | 89.4
Beluary - J.; woe . 38.7 47.1| 50.4| 57.9 s0)¥ 1981l | %7 5 62.8 | 66.9 | 20.3
March ........... €5 45 47,0| 46.4! 56,6 " 5%.0 % S0 - BT 79.6 | 80.4 | 96.9
8 ! | i
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YEAR-TO-YEAR COMPARISON OF SALES FOR CORRESPONDING }MONTHS

D. Percentage change from corresponding month in 1930,
E. Percentage change from corresponding month in preceding year.

General Boots and 7 YMen's Women's
Months Index Shoes Candy Clothing Clothing Departmental Drugs
D E D E D E D E D) E D E D E
Hebruanyy 1S85L o -35.0 |+ 0.4 -50.5 | - 2.9 44,6 | + 7.5 =42.5' L3445 o e o RRELRCT T | -54.5 - 0.9 -28.4 | + 6,3
FPebruary, 1936 .... -30.0 |+ 7.8 ~43,5 | +13.7 -38.6 | +10.8 -39.3 | + 966 -45.5 | + 5.6 =30.4 | + 6.3 -23.4 | + 7.0
February, 1937 .... -27.9 |+ 3.0 L8t | Iad.8 ~44.9 | -10.2 -35.4 | + 9.8 -42.3 | + 6.0 ~29.4 | + 1.4 -21.1 | + 3.0
Marehs  MPHEE o0k s <12 -21.5 - 6.3 -31,7 | -17.1 -43.5 | =38.0 -47.9 | -15.7 -41.5 | -12.5 -30.6 | - 8.5 22830118 19
Maseh', FAOS68 s tvgee s« prith 2 (0.5, =5 1RO B0l -48.6 | - 9.0 ~45.5 | + 4.9 -45.5 | - 7.2 S2864 Il £l 48 =311 | - 3.9
Mealraki, | W71 | o dete s 22,0 | +13.3 -29.4 | + 3.1 =7 aBI ARSI -531.4 | +25.4 =32.5 | +23.8 J' =200l Sl LElS Sl 22802 | o5
! |
Dyers and Groceries ’ Yusic and
Months Cleaners Furniture and Meats Hardware Radio Restaurants Variety
D E 1)) E T E I E D) B D E D B
FPebruary, 1835 .... -28.2 | - 2.5 =37.1 | +14.4 =B2..7. 1 ¥ 103 -42.,6 | +11,3 -64.7 | +253.2 -53,2 -4.3 -22.4 | - 3,
February, 1956 .... ~27.9 |+ 0.4 -33.3 | + 6.1 =200 & 180 -44.0 | - 2.5 =59.0 | +16.1 =il 81 | | 22 =222 | I 05
February, 1937 ..., -25.8 [+ 1.4 =220 0l | I el Tk -23.1 | + 0.3 43,7 | + 0.5 -47 .4 | +16.6 46,6 |+ 3.3 SIS0 L S
LiaICh, 1965 ®ose s e -—58.6 "'11.6 -35.9 3 0.5 -25.5 — 4.4 —56.7 + 8.4‘ -67.4 +2007 ’48.7 = 9.5 —1908 "1105
Ma Rl TG56 " (gt soke -34.5 |+ 6.7 -36.0 | - 0,2 -25,9 | - 0.5 =56 U1 1 S 059 “80LB | - 7.8 -47.4 |+ 2.5 =~22.7 - 3.6
MarCh, 1957 eeenese 1 -34.8 - 0.4 "'17.7 +28.5 "1801 +10.4 -2115 +2209 _49.6 +28'4 —4501 + 8O2 - 505 +22.5

N.B. These percentage chanpes are based upon actual monthly sales figures. MNo allowances have been made for differences in the number of
working days or for seasomal variations,
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COMPARISON OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA BY SEIECTED DEPARTMENTS

(February, 1937, Compared with February, 1936)

February, { February, | % Changé:
i) o
Daphimbig 1936 1957 | 1937/1936
3 i 3
TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS secececssesi 13,939,704 | 14,179,000 g sl
Y
1, Women's dresses, coats and SUitS eeseeseso 1,014,412 , 1,023,020 + 0.8
1
2. Girls' and infantS! WeAr «,e.eeessses.eses | 303,919 504,864 | 4+ 0,3
'! |
i !
e iiciEs ST (ATHGY TRGVIEEIE o1 ore sNoforciols <is lohs R rent leh sls i lo 13 488,807 | 529, 557 30 18D
i !
4 I
4’. Lingerie an-d COI‘S&‘tS s @ e v P s 0o basEPeOPE O OSSN . 689’54’5 I 644‘,015 — 656
@
5. Milliner'y S P eB s a0 e R sV esaaROOD LA eRS i‘t 1017651 12141‘546 b 1906
1
6. Women's and children's apparel--Total (1-5) .,. | 2,598,112 | 2,623,000 | + 1.0
7. Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings e..... | 1,274,912 | 1,264,856 - 0.8
8+ Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ..,. ! 535,989 i 566,770 - 4,9
|
9. Piece gOOdS O P G2 PP OALE LS 22D SP A RSN TS BEROBSECORRD i 1,4:56,44‘6 1,576,4’91 = 4’,2
i
10. Smll “G.I‘GS LI BB RE AR IR B B B B BN Y Y IR B B U RE A R I A B B LA N I ! 609’654 590’556 L 5.1
t
14, » Food: and kindsed, Pueilucitt = . @ rhirnn do ks s ' AR | 1,7EL;911 ~ 4,3
| |
12. Fumihlre F N B B B BN N BN SRR A BB B R N N B RN AN B B N RY-REN R A : 971,54’5 l 1,220’412 + 25.6
i
i
13. Home ﬂlmishings TR0 0P OB OE P AN EORESSERE e ‘ 988,650 1’062’886 + 7.5
i
14, Household appliances and electrical supplies oo || 290,175 BReeds | s 00
15. Hardware and kitChen utenSilS S EQBPBPOAGEINLINPBBOLESS | 521,106 523,710 + 095
16, Radios, musical instruments and supplies seseee | 285,334 290,996 + 2.0
|
17. Shees and other footwear es s es essssenssesrenBRy | 747’068 798,102 4 6.8
18, Stationery, books and mMagazines ssessesescccess 264,283 259,762 o Ll
19, All other departments, total seesececessesorsss i 1,558,459 | 1,551,405 - 045
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