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EIndexes of Valuei

formerly
CHANGES TN THE VAIUE OF RETAIL SALES

The gradual upswing in Canadian retail trade continued throughout April. The
dollar value of retail sales was 7.9 per cent above March and 8,5 per cent above April
last year, according to index numbers compiled by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics.

On the basis of the average for 1930 as 100, the unadjusted general index number was 79,2
for April, 73.4 for Marcih and 73,0 for April, 1936,

When corrections for differences in the number of business days and for normal
seasonal variations were made, the general index stood at 78,3 for April ccmpared. with 7549
for March, Vith ths single exception of December,. 1936, retail trade was thus at & highexr
~svel during April than during any. month, since 1931,

The value of sales of the various sub-groups showed a mixed trend compared with
last April, according to the unadjusied index numbers, with eight groups = ivancing and
five groups receding. Anticipation of Coronation broadcasts resultcd in heavy buying of
radios, sales figures advancing 37,9 per cent compared with last April. Hardwarc store
sales gained 21.6 per cent and the grocery and mecat and furniture groups cach advanced
14.5 per cent. Restaurant sales incrcased 9,1 per cent, departmental storc sales, 6,9
per cent, and drug store sales, 5.0 per cent, The men's clothing group showed an improve-
ment of 1.1 per cent while sales of women's clothing declined 4,2 per cent, Varicty store
sales receded 0.5 per cent; boot and shoe sales, 2,3 per cent; and rceceipts of dyeing and
cleaning establishments, 14,0 per cent. April candy salcs declincd 43.2 per cent below
April, 1936, This decrease may be attributed to the changing date of Baster, the holiday
trade being concentrated in March this year and in April a year ago.

This report presunts on page 5 the new serics of index numbers of hardware
store sales based on the combined figures of 13 chains of hardware stores and 83 hardware
firms operating one store only. The three series of index numbers, the unadjusted, the
series corrected for number of business days and the third adjusted for number of business
days and for normal seasonal wvariations are shown by months from January, 1929, to date,
On page 6 are shown the indexes of seasonal variation or the seasonal correction factors
for the various months, This new series brings out that the proportion of annual busi=-
ness transacted during the months of January and February has been gradually decreasing
since 1929, while there has been a corresponding increase in buying activity during the
months of July and Septemthor of the last nine years.

The seasonal correction factors used in the calculations of the new series of
furniture store sales rccently published also appear on page 6 of this report.

This report is based upon monthly returns secured from a representative number
of department stores, chain store companies and a number of independent firms in those
lines of business where chains are of minor importance.

Analysis of Decpartmental Store Sales for March—-=The analysis of department
store sales for the months of ifarch, 1936 and lMarch, 1937, show:z improvement over last
year for every department outlined and an advance of 12,0 per cent for department store
sales as a whole., The early occurrence of Easter in 1937 recsulted in a sharp upswing of
sales of wearing apparel., The men's and boys! clothing group showed a gain of 13,9 per
cents, The women's and children's departments gained 12,8 per cent over last year,
millinery sales alone advancing 28.4 per cent, A sharp rise was reported in both furni-
ture and household appliance sales, the former gaining 34.7 per cent and the lattcr 20,1
per cent. Another important advance was that for stationery, book and magazine sales,
which was 19,7 per cent, Since a fow storcs, which contribute totel sales figures for use
in the calculation of the departmental storc index numbcr, arc unable to give a brcakdown
of sales by departments, it will be understoog that the pg{ggg%f§e changﬁcln total value
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TNDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES - (AVFRAGE FOR 1930 =100)
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A. Unadjusted.

Corrected for Number of Business Days.
Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.
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(x) Revised to take account of new hardware series.



INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES - (AVERAGE FOR 1930 = 100)

. A. Unadjusted. B. Corrected for Number of Business Days,
C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.

Departmental Drugs Dyers and Cleaners Furniture Groceries and ileats
Month (36 Firms) (24 Chains) (8 Chains) (26 Firms) {34 Chains)
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A. Unadjusted. B. Corrected for Number of Business Days.
C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.

ro—e————s T
Hardware Music and Radio Restaurants Variety
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(Based on sales of 96 firms, comprising 13 chains and 83 independent stores)

A. Unadjusted. B. Corrected for mumber of business days.
C. Adjusted for number of business days and for seasonal variations.
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l2as-to-year Udmparison of Sales for Corresponaing Months

prrtres e - E SEHaeES FEL S R S R e LER = . = e —— )
{ }.".arch, 1937 ApTiay 1087
[ ¥ o= PaBg- .. | + OF = P.G,
i compared with | compared with
March, 1930 | March, 1236 | fpril, 1930 | April, 1936
G'eneral Index s e o L R A - 2205 4 3—';.5- 26u5 + 8.5
BOOtS and Shoes 200 0evsserene e ey 29.9 4 20:) ! 55.5 o 2.5
Candy ®LO0COIPEPILEOENOIEOIEELIEOPOOOSNCED = 7v7 +79;S 65.4 -4-5.2
Men‘s Clothing ¢0seentes becoRDCES H—g 5102 - 25;3 t 4.4@7 e 1.1
Women's Clothj.n.g toeevssene Spebc O = 295 + 2432 l 44'.5 "' 4'.2
Departmental w009 8000800002850 C0 —f 2000 - 15¢5 27.0 + 6.9
DI‘ugS 9B 0P eI e L evresdecerOLIBD OGS "24'¢:3 + 9u9 25.2 o+ 5.0
Dyers and CleaneI‘S JEe e e O e a0t - 52:5 4 5.1 ‘ 29.6 = 14‘.0
mmiture VesOeeeCIPIIRPBRODCRoe e O "'1892 +27.7 14'9 +l4‘.5
G—rOcerieS and I‘{eats ¢00Csedeen0C e 1895 B 1092 2092 + 14'.5
Hardware Ses e Ds e s P er 00 e eree D "2606 +15v7 904' ”’21-6
MOERSENE RABIO voive s vonsiveopl - 49,9 + 27,6 35.8 - ol
Restaurants #0080 &0 Ve 0 e 00 "e QAL C ‘ = 4"500 »r 805 42.3 + 9.1
Variety e 0 I0 e eI PEITOIGCOITEOSCD ‘ - 505 T 2205 1508 T 0.5
::F‘h-"-' = e T f—
Revised Seasonal Correction Factors - (1929 -~ 1WE!)
Month 1929 1930 1951 1932 1923 1934 1935 1936 1937
Hardware Stores -
TR T TR N e S 65 63 63 62 60 58 57 56 55
RERIRUENEY Tarogil. o Tiete 04d o8 68 68 67 €6 63 60 58 56 56
WBEREIRY i aress tederars o oby-oko 3 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 70
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TR s oo Td's o mBw e e 7 a8 g 102 105 107 109 PEre,
AgusSt svioeavcaneves 103 103 103 103 103 103 103 109 103
SRptenlber - e i sonieic 115 113 113 114 116 118 119 120 120
October csevecesccecss 1185 IS5 115 115 115 115 11a 115 115
November % edsssreesoo 100 100 100 10C 100 100 100 100 100
REEEMEEN euwrt 1wt o o/e's 112 112 112 112 112 112 ML 112 112
Furniture Stores
Jamlazy L] ; ; SR v e oo ’.”:* 7‘-‘&' r,—; ?‘}- 68 66 66 66
PEDWIATY sueret v alers.e/f o1 ] S 91 90 87 85 83 83 83
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ey el A S L R N «oo 3L 438 11101 Al dil6 Ll .07 Bl
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(05 100 0 e T3 AT ) L p (s 116 116 g L7062 112 112 112
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COMUARLISON OF LEPARTMENT STCKE SALES TN CAMMTA PY SELECTED IRPARTUENTS
(Maxch. 1957, Compared with March, 1936
Department ' Merch, March, {% Change,
1936 1937 1937/1936
B 3
TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS coco: . 18,462,200 | Jreaee PRSIE o Tied
l. Women's dresses, ccats’and suits csseeeo 1.574,524 1,74L,787 | 1 + W06
8. Girlal and infahts' wear Muemt . ¢ Sibansie 424.. 408 476,603 | 4+ 12.3
d, HOBISEy and cHGHBE o5 .pthpbs it s cion soe 646,108 Sk T
4, Dihgerie and copuetn Toliata 8wt hs Ly 687 2985 744559057 ‘888
50 ]Villlinery PO0ePOLCaCtECtD Q0 ~B0t0NAL e IO R !___'__?_5‘2’505 524‘.}4‘4‘4 4 28.4’
i
|
6, Women's and children's apparel--Total (1-5) ,, 3,595,166 4,050,514 + 12.8
7. Men's and boys' clething and furnishings socec 1,585,276 1,608,645 | 4+ 1359
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations .., | 524,344 556,804 + 6.6
A
9. Piece gOOdS P OB ODICISIRTCOL 0L 000 r0satogCoe bt 13576ﬁ580 1J598,595 + 1.6
10, Small wares 0000000020000 00NC0ECECO0NA0600D000C : 5853995 622,597 + 692
E
ll. FOOd and klndred prOduCtS Do essssnesncctonsoned i 137743058 13904,677 - 7.4
120 Furmiture S22 2008 E80LET T RINB0T e RCEBRIEES 7269585 978,64‘8 - 54.7
13+ Home ﬁlmlShmgs 2L O A C D) O LS OO 0. O | 130519021 1,211_’291 LS )
I
14, Household appliances and electrical supplies . 319,851 384,036 | + 20,1
&5 ¢ - Hapdware snd kitchen utensils . egs s sunsss i 621,273 656,588 | & -u
16, Radios, musical instruments and supplies .scece 241,495 355,586 | + 5,8
17, Shoes and other footwear 5008320938 ec00900030cH 1,178,701 13279,082 3. JBR6
18, Stationery, books and magaz el SR Aellohie o okl 212,547 254';467 + 19,7
190 All Other departments $S9/30C 0800000000500 0720 1;711,550 13970,290 - 15.1
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