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RETATL SALES IN CANADA, MAY, 1937
~ (Indexes of Value)

Increased activity in all lines of retail trade for which information is aveilable
was shown during the month of liay as compared with a year ago. The dollar value of Cana-
dian retail sales was 8.4 per cent above May last year and 5.7 per cent above April, 1927,
according to index numbers compiled by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. On the baeis ¢f
the average for 1930 as 100, the unadjusted general index number was 83.7 for May, 1937,
77.2 for May, 1936, and 79.2 for April this year.

After adjustments for differences in number of business days and for normal seasonal
variations were made, the general index was 78.9 for May, 78.3 for April and 75.3 for
March, The 78.9 recorded for May this year compares with a low of 67.6 for the same month
in 1933 and a high of 108.8 for May of 1929.

As pointed out above, the thirteen types of retail outlets covered by this report
showed advances in value of sales compared with May, 1936, according to the unadjusted in-
dex numbers. Largest gains were made by furniture stores, hardware stores and the music
and radio stores. These reported improvement over last year's figures of 18.0 per cent.
14.8 per cent and 14,0 per cent respectively., The value of grocery and meat store sales
advanced 9.6 per cent, while sales of variety stores exceeded those for iay, 1936, by 9.0
per cent., Sales of thirty-six large departmental stores gained 7.6 per cent over a year
ago, while the other groups registered moderate increases ranging from 0.6 per cent for
boots and shoes to 6.1 per cent for men's clothing.

As compared with April, the value of sales increased during May for ten groups, with
two showing declines and one remaining unchanged. Notable increases were made by the fol-
lowing: Candy, 3l.4 per cent; hardware and variety, both 24.1 per cent, and boots and
shoes, 20,9 per cent. Dyers' and cleaners’ receipts increased 12,7 per cent; furniture
sales, 12.6 per cent, and music and radio sales, 12.2 per cent., Smaller gains were shown
for men's clothing, departmental stores and groceries and meats., No change was shown in
Bales of women's clothing, while restaurants and drug stores reported declines in sales as
compared with April,

This report is based upon sales of 314 firms, including a representative number of
department stores, chain store companies and a number of independent firms in those lines
of business where chains are of minor importance.

Analysis of Departmental Store Sales for April and iday, 1937.--Through the co-opera-
tion of contributing firms, it is possible to give, in this report, a comparison of depart-
mental store sales by selected departments for the month of liay in addition to that for
April,

Analysis of April sales figures shows an increase over April, 1936, of 8.0 per cent
for departmental store sales as a whole. The housechold appliance and furniture depart-
ments continue to show the largest advances in sales with gains of 30.5 per cent and 27.0
per cent respectively. A 21.l per cent increase was noted in sales of home furnishings,
while the value of piece goods sold rose 12,3 per cent. The only declines from last year
were shown in the hosiery and glove and millinery departments, the decreases being 0.0
per cent and 4,5 per cent respectively.

May sales of those departmental stores contributing & monthly breskdown by depart-
ments advanced 6.9 per cent as compared with May, 1936. Heavy demand for household appli-
ances and electrical supplies is again noted with a percentage gain of 30.3 shown for this
group. The recent Coronation was undoubtedly largely responsible for the 24.0 per cent
edvance in sales of stationery, books and magazines, and also for the 16.2 per cent in-
crease in sales of radios, musical instruments and supplies. appreciable gains in sales
of furniture and home furnishings were noted during May. The former increased 21.l1 per
cent and the latter 16.3 per cent. Small decreases were shown for millinery, lingerie and
corsets, and women's dresses, coats and suits. These were offset by gains in sales of
girls' and infants' wear and hosiery and gloves with the result that total figures for
women's and children's wear advanced 1.3 per cent as compared with hay, 1936. Illoderate
advances were shown for all other groups.
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TNDZX NUMBRRS OF RETAIL SATRS - (AVERAGS FIR 1930 = 100)

A, Unadjusted. B. Corrected for Number of Business Days.
C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variatione.
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(1) Final figures for 1936.
(2) Subject to final revision.



INDEX NUuWBERS OF RETAIL SALES - (AVERAGE FOR 1930 = 100)

A, Unadjusted. B. Corrected for Number of Business Days.
C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.
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(1) Final figures for 1936.
(2) Subject to final revision.



INDEX NUMBERS OF RATATL SALES - (AVARAGE FOR 1930 = 100)

A, Unadjusted.

B. Corrected for Number of Business Days.
C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Scasonal Tariations.
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(1) Final figures for 1936.
(2) Subject to final revision.
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Year-to-year Comparison of Sales for Corresponding Months

Aprily e May, 1947

+# 0L - D.C. + OF - 'p.cu

Compared With Compared With

April, 1930 | april, 1936 May, 1930 May, 1956

General Index ....... 26.5 + 8.5 - 23.3 + 8.4
Boots and Shoes ..... 4.3 - 0.4 - 18.8 + 0.6
BERAY 5% o0 ogois 00 s 63.9 - 43.1 - 40.9 F S
Men's Clothing ...... 44.7 ey 1 - 33.7 EASEY -
Women's Clothing .... 43.4 - B - 39.5 + 4.4
Depertmental «..se.0h 27 .0 + 6.9 - s i b
B ovs i i on b 23.2 + 5.0 - 24.5 + 3.8
Dyers and Cleaners .. 29.4 - 13.7 - 20.4 +¥3.3
FRPHItUre cosovewscah 14.9 + 14.5 - 19.3 + 18.0
Groceries and Meats . 20.2 + 14.5 - 20.8 + 9.6
Hardware .scseeesocoe 9.4 + 21.6 - 7.3 + 14.8
Music and Radio ..... 35.8 + 37.9 - 30.6 + 14.0
Restaurants .scececeecee 42.9 +« 9.1 - 47.7 +,. 2.3
Variety sceececeoessce $8e ¥ - 0.4 - S + 9.0
— e - S
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COMPARTSON OF DEPARTWENT STOFE SATES TV CANADA BY SELEGTED DEPARTMENTS

(April, 1937, compared with April, 1936)

- T W anh  — b = a2 s 5

April, April, % Change,
Department 1556 1937 1937/1936
E) 9
TOTAL SALES, ALLDEPARTUENTS oo.esuee. || 17,545,250 (15.945.5%8 | + 8.0
1. womn.s dresses, COatS and Sllits e0ecessposo 2_90403664.‘ 231‘79,917 + 6.8
B -Gl -and infantEY WEALr ,..veet o dsoRs il 567,825 975,271 & 2 bsd
3 Hosiery and glOVeS ©80000ce¢000080800000Ues0ea 825,776 8]734’71 = 08
4. Lingerie and corsets ®setotoressvscrIcsw0edO0 ' 691326‘/ /:l‘ + 697
|
5' Millinexy 9026020000080 00¢0300 0080000000000 i 4517_’800 “99:077 o 455
d
6. Women's and children's apparel--Total (1-5) f 4,541,330 | 4,709,560 + Bef
d , ! i
|
7. Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings ... | 1,915,141 | 1,985,972 0
8¢ Drugs and toilet articles and preparations . % 439,100 518, 344 (o)
?i
9. Piece gOOdS O LIV *C P00 00002 P2POBL0CAKGIO0QBD :E 13195,467 -1’3421355 + 12.5
i
i
10. Smllwares ®0 83 000820 0r 0 v eneeraBsCDOOBNADE U\-755l54' 584?3171 + 3.4
ll. Food a.nd ki.n.dred prOdU.Cts OrLe8s 080000 0Q200 80 *"75‘1‘9505 1,812384-‘5 - 5.5
12. mmimre S B O ED 80000888 2MPeB RN IENIreRGO R0 825’94-‘8 1,04-‘8,655 + 27.0
15. Home fumiShingS 8+ 00 0DeRN0P0CEe st 60 S et ona 132153058 3.54768’4‘4-“7 -+ 2101
14, Household appliances and electrical supplies 377, 6C8 8%, 037 4+ 3045
15, Hardware and kitchen utensils ceececceccecos 74.8,582 840,188 alidd
16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies ... 208,929 227,167 + Bd7
170 Shoes and Other foowear Ye0s00s00808ec00c 0 134:86,607 13551324-4' + 39
18, Stationery, books and magazines eeecoecccesse 197,657 212,676 + 7.6
T18Lp- Al cother depaxtmentisy ~totad S oo 1,994,144 | 2,171,096 T )
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COMPARISON OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS

(May, 1937, Compared with May, 1936)

e R S —/—/—/—D— ———— ——— — . %—.._::
May May % Change
Depagsiary 1936 1937 1937/1935
3 B
P w
TOTAL SALES, ALL
DEPARTMENTS +eceveue.o | 17,952,792 | 19,182,741 + 6.9
L. Women's dresses, coats and
SUitS LA R IR R I R R I I I R Y 1,916,862 1,904,899 g 006
2. @iels" and inlantst Welr i.ue 493,507 529,067 #u.0 T8
D HeBiary B8R ZLO®ES 6 v i uh 2 774,780 817,033 + 5.2
4. thgeyile afid coPeglis ..lu.iWik 826,051 825,151 - 0%
50 Millinery ® s 0 02 0 e e PO PP S PEOIPELTGEETS 326’633 320,880 = 1_08
6. Women's and children's apparel -
TOtal (1 e 5) ® ¢ % 5 428 0% 00 00 a0t e 4,339,813 4,397,030 4+ 1.05
7. Men's and boys' clothing and fur-
nishings ® & & 2 2 0 0 0P P et s e e e e 1’892,972 1’964’065 + 3.8
8. Drugs and toilet articles and pre-
parations 00 s7ae 049 Tpelial s 'Oher o ondiete ey 67F 475,758 492,982 & 3~6
g' Piece SOOdS LI I I I I I I N A N IR IR R R B T R R Y 1’297’780 1’315’754 + 104
RS AR EERE oo (o . i s alp s s A 517,940 537,404 + 4.8
B+ Food and kKindred ‘products «.esse:'s 1,600, ¥oa 1,794,716 Sl -
1.20 Furniture 0 e e v e s e s * s e e e 960,748 1,165,645 - 21-1
130 Home furnishings ® 4 8 % 202 0¥ 00 e e e 1,486,905 1’729,100 R 16-3
l4. Household appliances and electric-
S SURLIGR - w3 ooy Ui s 455,601 567,803 + 30.3
15. Hardware and kitchen utensils .... 879, 864 942,955 158
16. Radios, musical instruments and
Supplies @ 5 2 8 0 6 % 2 % 6 8 e VS e 0B e s PR 197,670 229,649 + 16'2
17. Shoes and other footweAl «.ccsuese 1,561,724 1,575, 363 + 0.9
18. Stationery, books and magazines .. 167 ,887 208,064 + 24.0
go  All Glher. departiien il -« .« ... s ecoslivn 2,048,016 2,264,253 + 10.6
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INDEX NULBERS OF

RETAIL SALES (Average for 1930 * 100)
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