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RETAIL SALES IN CANADA, JULY, 1937
~ (Indexes of Value)
A 12 per cent advance in the value of retail sales in Canada was shown in July
as compared with the same month a year ago according to the unadjusted index numbers com~
piled by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics., The general index was 73.5 for July, Skl

and 65.6 for July, 1936. There was a decline of 10 per cent from June when the index stood
atl §l.7.

When adjustments were made for differences in number of working days and for
normel seasonal variations, it was found that retail trade in July fell very slightly be-
low that for June, the peak month for the year to date. The adjusted index numbers were
77.8 for July, 80.5 for June, 78.6 for May and 78.5 for April.

Advances over July, 1936, were shown for twelve out of the thirteen types of
retail outlets covered by this report. The largest percentage gain, 18.5 per cent, was
shown for sales of grocery and meat stores, while men's clothing sales were up 18.0 per
cent, Very substantial increases were also shown by the following groups: Boots and shoes,
17.3 per cent; furniture, 15.5 per cent; hardware, 14,4 per cent; women's clothing, 14.%
per cent; variety, 14.2 per cent, and music and radio, 12,9 per cent. The following
groups showed somewhat smaller advances as compared with last July: Drugs, 7.5 per cent;
departmental, 6.6 per cent; candy, 3.4 per cent, and restaurants, 2,5 per cent. Dyeing
and cleaning establishments reported a decline of 1.5 per cent in trade as compared with
last year.

This report is based upon sales of 314 firms including a representative number
of department stores, chain store companies and a number of independent firms in those
lines of business where chains are of minor importance.

Departmental Store Sales in Canada by Selected Departments, July, 1937

Out of the 36 department store companies which report total sales figures, 25
also report their sales each month by departments. Aggregate sales for these 25 firms
were 8.6 per cent higher in Jly, 1937, than in the corresponding month last year, For
the second month in successio:, radios, musical instruments and supplies was the only de-
partment to show a decline from last year. The most outstanding gains over last July were
made by the following departments: Home furnishings, 15,9 per cent; hardware and kitchen
utensils, 14.9 per cent; stationery, books and magazines, 14.6 per cent, and girls' and
infants' wear, 14.4 per cent., Sales of household appliances and electrical supplies were
up 11.8 per cent; furniture sales increased 10.0 per cent; the value of piece goods sold
rose 9,9 per cent; a gain of 9.1 per cent was shown for shoes and other footwear, while
-hosiery and gloves advanced 8.7 per cent. Other departments showed smaller gains in value
of sales compared with last July,

Index lumbers of Hardware Store Sales by Economic Divisions (Unadjusted)

This report presents, on pagz 7, a new cseries of index numbers of hardware
store sales for each economic division br months from Jamuary, 1935, to July, 1937. It is
shown that the value of hardware store snles in Quebec advanced 37.7 per cent during July
compared with July, 1936, Sales in the Maritime Provinces were 34,6 per cent greater than
last year and the value of sales in British Columbia increased by 32,5 per cent. Ontario
hardware stores reported improvement of 12.0 per cent and a 3.6 per cent gain was recorded
for the Prairie Provinces, 7hs percentage change in hardware store sales for Canada as &
whole was 14.4 per cent. When sales for the seven-month period January to July of this
year are compared with those for the corresponding period a year ago, it is interesting
to note that British Columbia sales advanced 29.9 per cent; Quebec, 24,3 per cent; the
Maritime Provinces, 20.1 per cent; Ontario, 12.3 per cent; the Prairie Provinces, 1ll.l
per cent, while sales for Canada as a whole were up 14.8 per cent.

Index Mumbers of Variety Store Sales by Economic Divisions LUnadjgstte

A new series of index numbers of variety store sales for each economic divis-
ion by months from Jamuary, 1935, to July, 1937, is shown on page 8 of this report., It is
pointed out that separate indexes for each of the three Prairie Provinces have been com-
piled, For Canada as a whole, variety store sales increased 14.2 per cent over last July.
The best increases were evident in the Maritime Provinces, Quebec and Ontario, where there
were percentage gains recorded of 20.6, 17.8 and 15,7 respectively, while Manitoba and
British Columbia sales in this group toth increased 12.0 per cent. Alberta variety store
sales improved 7.9 per cent while Saskatchewan figures declined 0,7 per cent, Sales for
the seven-month period January to July were 9,7 per cent greater than the same period last
year for the Dominion as a whole., Every province reported increased salqs.volume,_the
gains ranging from 7.3 per cent for Alberta to 14.4 per cent for the Maritime Provinces.




INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES ~ (AVERAGE FOR 1930 = 100)

-

A. Unadjusted. B. Corrected for Number of Business Days.
C, Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.
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INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES - (AVERAGE FOR 1930 = 100)

A, Unadjusted.

B. Gorrected for Number of Business Days.
C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.
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INDEX NUMBERS OF. RETAIL SALES - (AVERAGE FOR 1930 = 100)

A. Unadjusted. B, Corrected for Number of Business Daye.
C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.
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Corresponding-ifonth Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada by Kinds of Business

_June, K67 Juilis L A
3 G~ 3.0 + Or - p.c.
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June, 1930|cune, 1936iMay, 1937{ July, 1930|July, 1936|June, 1937
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Groceries and Mezis . | - 12,3 ++ L6 - 4,8 - 9.0 + WL 840 + 6,9
Hardware ....ceesecce = A S + W0 - 8,5! - 4.3 + 14.4 - 8,6
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DEPARTMERNTAL STORE SALES IN CANADA BY SEILECTED DEPARTMENTS<X)

Department “n it July, July, % Change,;
1356 1?57 1937/1956
% i

TOTAL SATES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ...v..sveveed 19,682,328 [ 14,873,004 + 816

R Tictien" s AFAd6e). coahr BHA - SUAHS JaT004 o bol Blgs o0 IF 1,090, 760 | 1. 1,157, 250 + 4.5
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BT RN Tl Al CORSGUE, Wl . 500 o A e ek sl Pl el 711;330 756,838 i Gt
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6. Women's and ciiildren's apparel - (Total 1 - 5) | »7E8L,37C | 2,942,835 w8
7. Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings .....ec | 1,483,634 | 1,597,563 £ 7
8. Drugs and toiletbartifies and preparations ..c.» 488,296 524,898 + 1259
é. Piece gCOGS eescovecoscs st scucscrococansocasosen 1,115,462‘ i,225,400 R C) T,
10, Small Wares .ceecsccvaicenssosscrecnnedocuosvove 436,453 489,969 w Ong
11. Food and kindred products seessrsesevoscessssven i +305%,990 1,595,754 Rei2leb
12, PUurniture .secocesscssssosnsoessaensaeoscciasnoess 813,217 894,593 % 2000
13, Home furnishings .casescecocscacocsncecsocosocns 870,866 | 1,009,623 + Sghat
14. Household appliances and electrica. supplies ... 349,047 390, 086 w8
15, Hardware and kitchen utensils ..e:uceosevsvncces b574,53l 660,218 s l4.§
16. Radios, :msical instruments and supplies ceseeos 206,579 154,682 - 25.3
17. Shoes and other fOOLWEAYr iosessecsneosnscecscoan 971,832 | 1,060,286 5 mrAls
18, Stationery, books and magazines :eceesccocaevcanc 161,849 185,547' + 14.6
19. All other departments, total .ecessveccsonsscone 1,871,202 2,142,650 + 14;5

L-

(x) Based on sales of 25 firms.




Unadjusted Index Numbers ¢f Hardware Store Sales in Canada by Sconomic Divisions

\Base - Average for 1930 = 100)

———
-——

Maritime ’ Prairie British
Year and Lonth | CANADA Provinces Quebec Ontario Provinces Columbia
(96 Firms) | (11 Firms) | (18 Firms)| (22 Firms)| (33 Firms)| (13 Firms)
2935
Januﬂ.ry soseoe 3901 3800 3101 44‘08 3602 4902
February ceceo 27.3 3G 3% 39.4 36.0 S5
BRECR. .55 v e oo A49.4 40,7 43,3 S0 44,4 75.8
April 20006500 7.3‘" 7595 74“7 ?7‘2 65'5 ?9'4
May ePpPesaoCnC 93:0 9449 10102 lOl°8 75o8 88.8
TR s 5505 0 < 82,6 83.4 753 95.9 3.5 83.5
July eoorOoRd RO 78'31 83:0 71.)7 8756 6834 74.2
e .. .54, 782 942 T3t M 8 76.7 85.4
Septeiher .... 80.5 80.9 72,8 77.9 82.7 e
OURBOBOT - . cp ¢ 86.3 °1.4 66,2 83.5 9.5 103,2
Novembaz' erec00 7!1.:" '7“:,,6 56-:6 7198 7504‘ 95'5
December ..... 79.6 84.9 6.3 81.2 g3.8 115.9
Yearly Averags 70.9 %28 62,5 74,5 .Y 82.8
1936
January .ceoeco Ey L 41,9 29.4 42.0 BYT 55.6
EQBRUBLY o650 38,9 32.5 33.5 38.9 38.1 49.5
March secsevoc | 5239 50‘7 4‘707 52«6 5094 75-6
IR i ; o . nud's 76,2 32,6 Giish, I 80,6 .5 96.4
S s o ek 100.4 23,0 90,06 146.8 86.8 106,5
RIS 5 s o o a0 00 91,1 95.8 72.6 I8 80,0 96.7
B s 83,2 89,4 65.0 100.8 v BN 93.1
ANt ..o 82.5 , S4.9 70.8 88.8 78.Q 92,6
September Jo6e0 89»3 d ‘?907 7107 9300 9203 112‘4
OcfGoker-.c oo 0d 94,6 | 86.4 66.4 104.2 99.3 TN
NOVember coooo 795? 869 5901 84‘01 78;9 107.9
December ..aco 66.4 9C. 3 41 94,3 $2.2 116.7
Yearly Average §6.2 76.5 60,7 84,0 . e
X237
Janua.ry cocet o 4L, & 4734‘ 3406 51-:6 38.8 62.2
February sc.os 42.2 45,1 38,8 45,1 39.0 52.2
MaPCh esocc OO 61‘\: )md 54:.‘7 *650} 55-3 9804
R . .. 92.1 4,3 83.6 88.4 89.3 L3306
[ 213, 9 1095 109.8 122.4 96.9 146,0
Ao ) S ] 104,23 108.8 92.2 128 A 90.2 129.3
JUIY 03000080 gboz 12005 89.5 112.9 75.0 123.2
% Change,
July, 2997} 14,4 +54.6 ¥ 5757 +12.0 +5.6 +32.3
July, 19363
% Change, ! ~
dan.=July, 1957 14,8 +20.1 +24.53 L1205 ) +29.9
Jan,.-July, 1956 !
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Unadjusted Index Numbers of Variety Stors Sales in Canada by Economic Divisions

(Base - Average for 1930 = 100)

Year and Month lCANADA hari?ime wuebec [Ontario{Manitoba|Saskatchewan|Alberta British
Provinges Columbia
1985 !
SRERAEY & .60 B3.2 51.8 49,3 56,2 | 52,0 a%,.0 28,5 49.5
§8Rary .....0 57.%9 54.7 59.5 59.4 59.9 47.9 i w 58.6
R ... ed ol OF 5 66,4 62,2 71.6 64,0 48,3 7740 62.4
T s «otes s off | 27 &9 75.¢ 72.8 80.8 84.1 53.9 85.5 72.8
I s it o A L B P w0 8.9 798 80.8 85.0 59.5 83.2 70.7
June eve 920 ce 88-6 929“2-' 91.2 8995 97,4 69.0 85.8 7509
PR o iuiooine it 8256 2.6 78.5 2. 93.3 77.3 87.5 76.6
BRENES .....:0f BOL7 92.6 79 83.8 83,7 70.7 94.2 8l.7
ENNRTDEY: .. s o 7749 Sl 75.0 i AR 82,5 w0 87.6 73.3
BEGEIEAY . bkl 90,4 - 83.8 0,4 | 100.9 103.1 106.3 7746
November .....f 91.5 93 .4 81.8 94.2 876 798 108.3 84,3
December ..,..}1154.0 ! 1799, WAS7E8 18168, S tiaFa 1 142.4 194 .9 || S0
Yearly Averzgel 84.5 8 . g 4 86,2 89.3 72.2 95.0 79.4
! :
'! | ;
1936 |
JARUBLY: | 5.0 o b1oreffil TS , & 50,4 48,1 35.7 0.1 40,8 63,5 55.1
IFeBIBYY «sokaf| 0.8 98,7 58.3 62,5 55.4 47,3 68,3 BILY5
el J....c.0] 86.1 ! = 650.8 59.9 €7.4 @51 .5 77.8 64 .4
B il il L) 80,4 27 76.9 81.8 86.8 63.6 92.5 79.3
BB . oons ] 91,2 58,5 | 1,2 | 92,7 | 100.2 73,1 92,7 | 79.8
June ..,....,ﬁﬁ 8 ,.1 3 93.7 92.1 - E@8.9 77.0 93.5 83.3
IS ol o o ojoue s i BB . & 27 .2 Biln s 8749 87 56 80.3 103.5 89.3
Aagust .......) 87.1 ¢8.9 | ®80.9 ! 85.5 | 91.6 76.4 94,2 | 92.0
Segicembier | .o, 85.5 < ) P 83,2 } 101,53 gEL 9815 83.5
Ogiseber ., ... [[102,7 107 ,2 o T e TR0 Ol o 105.9 LAC) Siltdh
Neysmber .....0 90,5 o= (K] TALG 20,9 98.8 96.9 109.4 89.5
Deecember .....{183.0 2C5.2° {155.2 | 186.9 | 194.6 163.8 300.1 | 204.8
{
Yearly Average| 90.0 94,2 £2.8 90.5 06,6 80,9 10l 0 89,5
1937
RN . ;o) L7 68. % 57 .8 64,4 ) ) 48,5 64,9 60.5
Fe’bmam’ o eese 62.8 6105 59 .‘(“ 6"1‘9‘1‘ 60.9 54.8 69.8 65.2
oo e . 4= 4.8 74,5 81.0 8l.4 65.9 92.4 83.3
April EEERRERY 80.1 i T 9.1 80.0 &4.7 68,0 96.4 s W)
MAY 4¢.o0ovmec}j 98,6 B, 3, 11317 98.1 | 105.2 83.1 102.3 90,0
JUNe .eves0s40f10C.4 105,2 'ML0L.% | 1000 [CLIN.J6 83.7 99.6 92.4
ST Y e o JUCL 4 1085 1 96.5 '} 101.,2 |*109.3 79.7 L 100 B S
% Change,
Sl 1992ha4.3 | 420,68 [27.8-) 4169154180 ~0.7 +7.9 | +12.0
July, 1936
% Change,
Jan.SIuly, 19871 o 14,4 |+11.9 2 2 51 2388
Jan._July’ 193)6 + s +LT e [ IR +902 +9 o. +11. +7 . + -
|
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