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RETAIL SALES IN CANADA, AUGUST, 1937.
(Indexes of Value)

Retail trade in Canada increased 1.9 per cent during Avgust compared with August,
1936. The unadjusted genersl index on the basis of the average for 1930 as 100 was 68.4
for August, 1937, and 67.1 for August, 1936, Cumulative figurcs for the first eight
months of 1937 showed advancement of 8.4 per cent over the corresponding period last
year,

After adjustment for differcnces ir the number of working days and for normal
seasonal variations an actual increase in volume of sales as compared with July was
apparent. In fact the adjusted general index, 7¢.7, was exceeded only during June of
this year whon 8l.1 was recocded.

Contrastod with the incroase of 1,9 per cent for retail trade as a wholo, the
various sub-groups cxhibited a mixed irend comparcd with August, 1936, according to the
unadjusted index numbers. Soven types of rotail outlets showed improvement in sales
over last year, grocery and meat #tores roported no change, while five groups cxperienced
declines. The best incrense was shown by furniture stores, sales of which advanced 11.8
per cent, Hardware store sales cxceeded those of last August by 8,7 per cent; salos of
drugs were up 7.4 per cont; music and radio stores gained 7.2 per cent, whilc smaller
increases were shown for men's clothing stores, departmental stores and restaurants.
Sales of boot and ciioe stores, candy storecs, women!s clething stores, dyeing and clcan-
ing ostablislments and varicty sicres declined when compared with August, 1936.

These figures are based upon returns sudbmitted by 314 firms including a repre-
sentative number of deporiment stores, chain etores, and independent stores in those
lines of business vhere chains are of minor importance,

Departmont Store feies in Canada by Selected Dopartments, august, 1937,

Salos totals of the 25 firms which roport a monthly breoakdown of sales by princi-
pal departments advanced 0,9 ner cent. during August compared with August, 1936. There
was8 an increase of 18.8 per ceal in ecales oY household appliances and electrical supplies.
Furniture sales were up 1l,4 per cent and house furnishings, 6.6 per cent over last year.
An increase of 6,1 per cert was shown by hardwarc and kitchen utonsils. Sales of drugs
end toilet articles advanced 2.1 per cent and the food departments of these stores showed
a 1.4 per cent increase in sa2s, Moderate declines compared with last August woroe shown
by tho following dcpartments: women's and children's clothing, men's and boy's clothing,
Piece goods, small wares, radids, masical insiruments and supplies, footwecar, and
stationery.

Index Numbers of Department Store Sples by Econcmic Divisions (Unadjusted)

Department store sales in (anada were slightly higher during August than in the
same nmonth a year ago. The value of sales of the 36 firms reporting was 2.1 per cent in
excess of that for August, 1936. Department stores in the Maritime Provinces reported
an advance in sales of 10,6 per cent. Improvement of 9.3 per cent was noted for British
Columbia. The sales totals of Quebec suores increased 3.8 por cent and Ontaric depart-
mental store salcs were 0.7 per cont greater than those for last August. Sales in the.
Prairie Provinces declined 2.9 per cent.

Cumulative figures for tho January to August period show improvement over last
year for all sections of the country.  Tae increasesrange from a low of h.} percent for
the Prairie Provinces to a high of 10,4 per cent for the Maritime Provinces. The corres-
ponding increase for Canada was 7.2 per cent. ,

Index Numbers of Jardware Store Sales by Bconomic Divisions (Unadjusted)

As mentioned above, hardware store sales for the Dominion as a whole advanced

8.7 per cent during August compared with last year. Very large increases in sales were
reported for British Columbia ?3601 per zent) and for Quebec (22,9 per cent). Firms
located in the Maritime Provinces oxpericnced improvement in sales of 10,1 per cent.
Moderate expansion in sales of hardware occurred in the Prairie Provinces and Ontario
where gains were recorded of 4,1 per cent and 3.0 per cent respectively. Cumulative
totals foriQsnada indicated improvement of 14,2 per cent over the first eight months of
1936. Sales totals for British Columbia advanced 29.8 per cent and those for Quebec;
22,4 per cent. The other provinces showed the following increasescompared with the .
same period a year &go: Maritime Provinces, 18.3 per cent; Prairie Provinces, 10.1 per.
cent, and Ontario, 9,5 per cent,

Index Numbers of Variety Stors Sales by Economic Divisions (Unadjusted)

Increases over August, 19%6, of 3,3 per cent for the Maritime Provinces, 1.8
per cent for British Columbia and 1,7 per cent for Alberta were not sufficient to off-
set declines of 16.0 per cent for Saskatchewan, 6.2 per cent for Manitoba and 2.8 per
cent for Ontario, with the result tha% the index of sales of variety stores in Canada
declined 2.3 per cent. Qucbec variety store esales remained unchanged compared with
last August. \

A1l provinces shiowod substantial advences in sales for the cight-month period,
January to August, compared with the corresponding period & year ago. The incrcase
ranged from 6.5 per cent for Alterta o 12, for the Maritime Provinces. The corres-
ponding perceniage gain for Canada was 8.1




INDEY NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES - (AVERAGE FOR 1930 - 100)

A. Unadjusted. B. Corrected for Number of Business Days.
C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations,
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(2) Subject to final revision.



INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES - (AVERAGE FOR 1930 = 100)

A. Unadjusted. B. Corrected for Number of Business Days.
C. Adjusted for Number of BusinessDays and Seasonal Variations,

Departmental Drugs Dyers and Cleaners _-—-Furniturc Groceries and Meats
Year and Month (36 Pirms) (24 Chains) (8 Chains) (26 Pirms) (34 Chains)
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(a) subject to final revision.



INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES - (AVERAGE FOR 1930 = 100)

A. Unadjusted.

B. Corrected for MNumber of Business Days.
C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.

— —— g T F s Y
Hardware Music and Radio Restaurants Variety
Year and Honth (96 Pirms (9 Chains) (14 Chains) (12 Chains)
15 S A B o a6 | L0 A B i}
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-5-—

Gorreapondix_xg;uonth Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada by Kinds of Business

July, 1937

August, 1937

+ O = poC¢ + Or - P.CO
compared with compared with
July,1930| July,1936| June,1937} Aug.,1930| Aug.,1936 |July,1937
General INdex ssssie.. - 17.9 + 13,0 - 9.6 -2he| + 1.9 - 747

Boots and Shoes .s... - 16.2 + 16.8 - 28,2 - 35,6 ~ 2.6

27.2

Candy tev0ssec0ncnsss o4 1"009 + 206 + 1)4’00 - 5107 12.3 - 0.2

Men's Clothing ...... = 26.3 + 18.0 - 22.9 < 3206 + 3.1 - 22,0

Women'!s Clothing sesee 28.1 + 1303 ” 8.8 - 3803 - 2.1 - 28.1

Departmente.l cesovserse iy 2)4’.2 + 9.2 = 21.7
Drugs soeetessectcnte

Dyers and Cleaners ..

1

22.1 - 2.1 +* 1.7

18.5 + 7.5 + 4,0

2346 + T4 - a5

12.9 = i =" 2Bgh ~ 2149 el - 7.9
BRI 0 T sie 0sd 5 oies + 6.1 + 19|)+ - 20.0 C (O + 11,8 + 19-6

Groceries and Meats., - 9,0 + 18.5 + 5.4 - 21.5 | unchanged| - 1U4.9
BT . sotn cona | < 3 + 4.4 = 10.2 ) =151 + 87 ~ 5.8
Musgc and Radio .ee. | =322 | +129 | -13.3| =-513| + 7.2 | -11.2
Restaurants .....eees | = 45,7 + 2.5 I - 46,1 + 1.7 + 1.9

1643

{
i

Variety Pesevernteven + 6°° + luos + 102 II 1307 = 2.3
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DEPARTMENTAL STORE SALES IN CANADA BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS(X)

August August Afjr% Change,
1936 1937 1937/1936

$ $
TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS +eevvecvees | 15,256,352 15,392,006 + 0.9
l. Women's dresses, coats and suits ....se.e...| 1,249,288 1,237,095 - 1k6
Be QLR And InYAREST WAl ... uss s araine i . 401,10k 369,958 ==
i SR SR AZYOMRE, .. . i i b T i sp s 563,884 531,641 - 55
o DinBaie ang CoTREIE .. 5. .0 iive o bmedbnnd 592,675 58L, 304 - 1.4
ST IR A R RS GO A R Nl 190,826 168,870 - 11.5

6. Women's and children's apparel -

Wiblal 1 ~ GY : scitel Bde. o vavanbetpvail [EAETTT 2,891,868 - 3.5
fo Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings....| 1,495,981 1,424,022 - U4,8
8., Drugs and toilet articles and preparations... 481,146 491,206 + 2l
Je Plece g00@8 sivsreresctctiacresescasinansasss 1,362,683 1,349,441 - 1.0

Gty U R L (ST A St ¥ e 549,720 521,998 - Bl
1l. Food and kindred products e.sesessecscsssssss| 1,500,237 1,520,632 + 1.4
2 TUFMLOUre . .iuds iioiin swieee oup Tun o dRevia 13723393 1,528,286 + 114
a0 SRR ALEBIRGR. L.« o0 o s Cibied T s el LR O 1,245,165 Ol
!lh. Household appliances and electrical supplies. 394,485 468,697 + 18.8
15, Hardware and kitchen utensils .eceeiesessecss 547,364 580,576 000
;16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies .... 272,677 247,710 - g
;17. Shoes and other footwear ...cevesesecereseess 1,063,971 1,037,943 ~ 2.4
Ji |

18, Stationery, books and mAZAZiNes .sse.esse...| 236,242 229,961 - &3
19. A1l other departments, t0tal .eceessve-eseres 1,813,603 1,854,601 + 2.3

|

(x) Based on sales of 25 firms.



Monthlty Index Numbers of Department Store Sales in Canada, by Economic Divisions
(Average for 1930=100)

CANADA Maritime Provinces uebec Ontario Prairie Provinces British Columbia
tndJusted AdJusted Ad j d IBE {5t . Adjus
JpSh JPSre Jaske AR o et i
Un- seasonal Un- seasonal Un- seasonal Un- seasonal Un- seascnal Un- seasonal
adjusted|varistionsfadjucted |variations pdjusted variations adjusted lvariations] adjusted| variationd adjusted | variations
1955 B A:;:g).si; o e ®o0O 6004 7058 6334’ 7404 55‘5 66.0 5802 7101 61.1 75.7 80.5 8296
September ., 7l 6 73.4 €6 .4 7 Bl (58 110, 66,9 B, T 7 T 69,5 80.6 80kl
Behober | ..js S 7287 84.0 74 .2 7R (ST 80.9 71.9 1E7ZL el oL Suly Sl
November ... 88.5 75.4 86,5 76.4 74 .7 69.4 870 L o7 LO2N2 BSs Sl 5 86.4
December .., A6 5 .64 W 126.0 T34 108,4 67 .8 12159 T S 114,1 74.5 123,09 80,4
Yearly Averagel. 72,1 - 72.6 - 66,2 - A2m/0) - 7oR0 - 79.8 -
1936 - January .... 55,6 €5.9 9349 /i) 510740 636 55.8 708 54,9 Tded 60.4 Bil 4.
February ... 57 .18 69,9 855,49 748 45 58..8 68.8 5852 785 ) 58.8 76, 1 66 il ST
MESRCIL 2, 070 ste /e GiZS 72,0 59.8 75.4 61.4 66,2 62.8 70.9 62.2 TR 71.4 78.4
Apwl e Ay s el gl 69.8 69.2 7288 €9.4 SBL7 72,0 TARK G T (®) 75,8 8.8 82,7
MESE 2 AL IS 74.7 78558 76.9 LT R 68.3 2 74,8 TR 77 & 82.9 84,7
et oy ' Mn 73 .4 7530 80.3 75.4 e 68.1 74,7 725 5 69.9 TEml: i 507 85.2
Af AL E N BS A W7 710 66,4 7508 49.1 &g. 1 56,4 D0 W2 7646 | 7=l 86,1
Ao SSHE T ke ¢ 62.8 76 6 a4 . 74 W2 58.2 7270 B8 15 74,9 62.4 T ) e &81.17
September .. 7el8 TS FOLE 7748 T30 o 74.3 5 Bl 885, 8 84,6 87.7 87.2
Oetober i - 94.7 P72, 87.8 6 82.8 74.9 88.4 78.6 Falks) .6 79.6 213 B 42
November ... 810 7S] 86, 765 78,2 g 89.2 61 & 8.4 .20 B7 .9 82 .9
December ... 126.8 82.% HESS ) 79.5 120.4 A X0 LIS ® 78.9 124.3 il 187 .0 89.2
Yearly Average| 75.0 - 755 - 70.2 - 74.9 - 777 o - 84.5 -
LIS * = Januamy .4 . 57.2 72.3 B8 2 T#30 56.4 i 7 o7.7 7 s 56.6 76.4 62,9 84,4
February ... 58.6 74.5 SBLLS 74,7 58,46 74N 59.4 4511 58.9 76.2 €657 84,4
I\ EF ) I A 4 70.8 72.7 65.8 80.7 70.0 /SRl 70.0 79.0 70.7 83.4 84,0 92.2
£ ewent [T S e %736 80.3 Fon2 79.0 PG 7% 45 78.0 TL® 76’8 7T (S o) 86.8
MaTs 8 iy 79.9 782 89,6 84.0 B35, 5 T 78.7 78,3 TR0 80,5 8z 55 89.4
Rlrrmaeil L8] ERLE 80.5 82.3 90.4 82.6 82.9 7FAG 82.7 80.3 73.4 79.9 88.5 91..2
R T €3.0 76,6 758 86.6 56,7 7087 60 .4 81.0 60,2 80.6 82.8 95 LI
dugis t hisd s 64,1 79.5 70.9 83.2 60.4 74.7 Gl 7 75.4 60,6 i) 3L $510) 4 91-.5
% Change, August iggg i - +10.6 i + 5.8 3 + 0.7 i - 2.9 - + 9.3 »
o Cha Jan.— 1937 '
/o Change, = S L { - 1+10.4 | " alind . |+ 6.6 | 4 ey i + 7.9 -
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Unadjusted Index Numbers of Hardware Store Sales in Canada by Economic Divisions

(Base - Average for 1930 = 100)

- Maritime - Prairie British
Year and Month CANADA Provinces Quebec Ontario Provinces Columbia
(96 Tirms) | (11 Firms) | (18 Firms) | (21 Firms) | (33 Firms) | (13 Firms)
1955
January seoaes 39.1 58,0 O] 44,8 36,2 49,2
Febmary ss000 57\:5 5501 51.6 59.4‘ 56.0 51.5
March .sese0s0 49,4 40,7 4543 85,0 44,4 7 502!
Fiorcat! ISR JUPSR T A 7585 74,7 Tile2 68545 79.4
May whwe.ssces 93,0 94,9 101.2 101.8 ZONE 88.8
JURE: 1o arereigw ¢oo 82,6 83,4 553 95,9 7SI, 83,5
SIS Sl siles ¢ o 78.1 88,0 27 B 56 68,4 74,2
August cos000e 78.2 8l.2 Bl {2725 7617 85.4
Septwbbr [N N 80‘5 8099 72.8 77.9 82.7 91 .5
OCtOber 20mn00e 86n5 9104-' 66.2 85.5 94‘.5 105.2
Novm‘ber Qe C 7? A 79.6 56.6 71.8 75.4 95.5
Decelnber escfoc 7906 &34’09 5695 81.2 85.5 115.9
Yearly Average 70.9 72,8 62.5 74.5 .7 82,8
1936
Jamiary eeceee 39.0 41.9 29,4 42,0 37 .7 55.6
February eeoecs IBnd R B 33.9 38,9 BBl 49,5
Mamh seens000 52n9 50-7 4?7-7 52.6 50;4‘ 75.6
April coeceO0OSe 7664 82.6 6601 80.6 70.5 96.4
Moy ceoeevcons 100,4 93,0 9@.0 116.8 86,8 106,5
JIE  ehersie Hogeisd ka7 9608 72«6 111.6 80.0 96.7
July eese 90N D 85Q2 8904 6590 100.8 72.4 93.1
AugLISt ebDe® e BCDO 8205 84e9 70.8 88.8 78.0 92.6
September ... 89,3 e oF 7 93.0 92,3 112,.4
QeHOLET ' 5. JJ5isiero 04,6 88,4 66,4 104.2 99,3 IS0
November .s0es 75 86,¢ 59:1 84.1 78,9 107.9
December ecs s 8604‘ 9058 55.2 94‘.5 92.2 116.7
Yearly Average 76,2 76.5 60.7 84,0 781 93.4
1937
Januar.y escves 44'04' 47-4‘ 34.6 51.6 58.8 62'2
Belinlary oyves 42.2 45,1 38.8 43,1 3940 5¢.2
MEFCH, “o7s sj6 wo/em 61,4 59.8 54,7 63,4 55,38 98.4
Aprll cee0csa0 92.1 94.5 83,6 88.4 89,9 13?).6
May cescesanes 11505 10905 108.0 122.4‘ 96.9 146.0
TIIIE) o0 ioke one bt 106.0 108,8 89.3 124.,8 89,6 129.3
R v sverel okt ols 982 118.,4 86,1 1.07 -2 7 Seaitt 126.0
August eesoRrCO 8997 95.5 87.0 91.5 81.2 116.8
% Change,
Aug., 1937
Aug,, 1096] * 57 +10.1 +22.9 ¥ 5,0 + &l +26.1
% Change, .
dalisinge, WLl - 1402 +18.3 +22.4 + 9.5 +10.1 +29.8

Jano "’Augo, 1956
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Unadjusted Index Numbers of Variety Store Szles in Canada by Economioc Divisions
(Base - Average for 1930 = 100)

Year and Month “ CAADA %iiiiiﬁzs Guebec|Ontariol Manitobal Saskatchewan [Alberta CZ;&;;?a
1935 ,
January c.e.o “ 53.2 GAALS 49,3 56,2 52.0 39,0 58.3 49,5
BEDRNEY oas 517 74 54,7 5345 59,1 59.9 47,9 il 7 58.6
MaRCh' o i os 379 66.4 62,2 a6 64,0 48,3 77 o0 62,4
ARLL . 3o 050 a1 779 75.9 i) 80,8 84,1 59.9 85.5 7258
MR Velaio e la o inl oo 7945 B 79.8 80,8 85.0 59,3 83,2 707
JUTE “arare.els e lo 38.6 02.4 91.2 89,5 97 .4 69,0 85.8 75,9
JULY sevecnse 82.8 9..6 785 8l 1 95,3 7T oD 87.5 76,6
T 83,7 246 | g 83.8 83,7 70,7 94,2 SL.7
September ... T D 8.0 THa0 7929 B2i5 7040 87.6 G
OEHEORNET wiveree 20,4 93,1 8345 90,4 | 100,9 TOB 106,35 77 oo
November eevo0 9:-05 9594‘ 8108 94'09 97.6 7908 10805 84'05
December ,cee 164,0 179.9 0 | L57Ee | tlEEERS i T7isT 142,4 194,0 | 171.9
Yearly Averagell 84,5 BT kol 86,2 89,3 72.2 95,0 79.4
f
1936 ;
PRONaE ia. . . 98.4 50.4 48,1 S5L% 505 2 40.8 65.5 55/
BETUSTEY 0 30.8 ST 58.5 62145 55,4 47 .3 68.5 61,5
METREI 1 svse o 557 11 60.8 S 67 .4 €51 50.9 77 .8 64.4
ATy il e S 80,4 270" (245 8l.8 86,8 63,6 92,5 7943
BV Yal srlaes 91.2 88.5 9l.2 2.7 | 100.2 751 92,7 7908
RIS o 4% %a dye. o' o 93,1 OBl 93,7 92.1 102,9 7 ia® 9349 88,9
10 L PR e S 88,8 ol AE) 81,9 S Moy e 107 56! 80,3 103,5 89,9
AUUSE vuenes 87.1 98,9 | 80.9 | 85,5! 91.6 76,4 94.2 | 92.0
Septenber ... 85.5 S gss 79 88224 [FHlOITNS 90.1 95.5 83.5
October .ecee BHO.OK 7 1G7%2 < T BT 75 e S i [ 105,9 119,0 91,5
November ce.. 905 ¢5,6 79,7 90,9 98,8 96,9 109,.4 89,5
Decenber .q.. 185,0 208,232 = [ IB8.2 -} 1869 | 194,6 163,8 200.1 | 204.8
Yearly Averagef ©90.0 94,2 82,8 90,6 96,6 80.5 JHOTT (6, 89.5
1937
January seese SR 62 78 64,4 857 3 46,5 64,9 60,5
Yebruary eeee 62,8 61,5 99,0 64 .4 60,9 54,8 69,8 6342
METCh, e s esee 79.6 7848 7469 81.0 8l.4 65,9 92 .4 83,3
April svescne 80.1 7845 Sl 80.0 84.7 68.0 96,4 79,9
B %ssiiachs e 98.7 104.8 1102,7 98.1 [“108.2 83,1 102 .3 90,0
IR < *a T, o oo 100.5 1OE»2 @y o 100,0 112.6 85.7 99,6 92.4
JULY seesssce JOTENR 117 .4 96 +& %] o0 e 10923 79.7 14107 | Jco.6
August X 85.1 10202 800«C 83-1 85.9 64.2 95.8 95.7
% Change, : "
August, 1937 § _ 5 = > " _ ¥
August. 1936 2.5 | + 3.3 Chzzgcd 2.8 6.2 16,0 + 137 1 % 158
l
% Change, i
dee-tng, 1957 4l 4 8,1 | +13.61 hloS5 Y+ 76 |+ 7.0 ¢ 2.2 5 658 1% 9.6
Jan,-Aug, 1936 .
i s ST iy e Mt et S ‘
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LUDEX NUMBERS OF VARIETY STORE SAIES BY ECOHOMIC DIVISIONS, (Average for 1930=100)
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