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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES IN CAITADA, AUGUST, 1938

Composite sales figures for twelve separate lines of retail business indicate
that the doller value of consumer purchasing in Canada averaged 1 per cent lower in
August this year than last and was down by a similar percentage from the July level. The
1 per cent decline below August 1937 presents a slight narrowing of the spread which has
characterized the corresponding month comparisons for 1937 and 1938 thus far, cumulative
figures for the first eight months of the current year averaging 2 per cent below the
corresponding eight-month period in 1937. The unadjusted general index of sales, on the
base average monthly sales in 1930 equals 100, stands at 68.4 for August, 1938, 69.3 for
July and 69.4 for August, 1937.

Of the twelve lines of retail business coming within the scope of this survey,
food stores and hardware stores alone reported inereased sales over 1937. Grocery and
meat stores averaged 3 per cent higher this year than last, both in the August comparison
eand also for the eight months to date. Hardware stores were up 5 per cent for the month
of August and 2 per cent for the eight-month pericd.

All other groups were down from August last year. Department store sales were
down by 3 per cent, drug store and candy store sales registering 8imilar declineg, Music
and redio stores, restaurants and variety stores all recorded a decresse of 4 per cent
from August, 1937. Women's clothing stores were down by 2 per cent; men's clothing stores,
9 per cent; boot and shoe stores, 12 per cent; and, furniture stores, 15 per cent.

Results for departmental stores on a geographical basis show that sales in
Quebec compared more favourably with 1937, both for the month of August and for the year
to-date than did the other provinces. Dspartment store sales in Nuebec averaged 1 per
cent higher in August this year than last and were unchanged from last year in the eight
month comparison. Averages for the country as a whole showed decreases of 3 per cent for
the month and 4 per cent for the cumuletive eight-month period.

Sales for 18 departmental firms reporting departmental figures averaged 4 per
cent lower in August this year than last. Women's and children's apparel increased 1 per
cent and drugs and toilet articles increased fractionally from August 1937 but all other
departments reported decreased sales. Piece goods were down 13 per cent; home furnish-
ings, 9 per cent and, hardware and kitchen utensils, 9 per cent. Smaller declines were

Ii rayorted For tha othar groupe Tor which sapavate fizures ars svaliable.

camparieon of Hateil Celss in Canada for 1937 and 1933 by Kiuds of Business

August, 1938 Cumulative
+ Or - p.c. Indexes
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IHDad NUMBERS UF RETATI, SALIS--( AVIDRAGE FUR 1930 =

120)

A, Unadjusted. B, Corrected for Number of Business Days.
C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.
: General Index Boots and Shoes Candy len's Clothing(a) Women's Clothing\ ?
Year and lionth (961 Firms) (17 Chains) (8 Chaingl"ﬂw__v""h_nm_ﬁgjjﬁzigggl. (234 Firms)
A B C A B € b B g & B ¢ A B @

Augiet, 1329 o .vuicipaiioinnes 1G5.3 | 9956 MLIE. S 112.1| 102.5 {120.6 185.0( 126, 5+ (928 1 107.2 | 98.1 | 140.1 102.9 | 94.0] 123.7
August, 1930 ....iiieiiiinnnne g2 | 86.3 | 99.2 91.7| 86.3 116d.5 105.9] 102.1 |104.2 73.7 | 9.4 99.2 81.2 | 76.4] 100.5
August, 1931 c.oveiiniinrninnan 76.6 | 74.0 | 85,0 f1-71 Z3.6 1 682 83.6| 81.3 | 82.9 Y6 | Sle2 ) - g2 58+5 | S8 43,5
hugust, 1932 .....eiieiiinann . 62.2 | 60.6 | 69.6 1.5 " 68.1 | .2 61.7]| 61.3 | é2.5 40.2 | 39.3| s6.1 46.0 | 44.8] 59.0
August, 1933 . ..iieiennnnenn . el | 9T | 602 55.71 54.4 | 68.9 58.2| 57.6 | 58,7 2.9 ) 4246 1 59.¢ 45.9 | 44.4| 5B.4
Sugale, B . -l ous Sennoomas 63.4 | 60.8 | 69.9 M2 564 b T 58.61 57.6 | 58.7 45,5 | 4356 | €23 52.3 | 50%ld 2 65.8
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Mdgust; 1988 .eE. s i y e.4 | 66.51 76,5 §i2.0, 58,8 ) B6.d 4G.C 45.4 | 49.4 S Il Ellepl BELTS 43.0 | 41.9] 59.9
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GRAREE . - . c:ccciaeieneiane 115e@ 1 T.5 4 055 T892 F %3 0 e 13304 MAR.6 I 64,8 R4.6 1128 71 7.2 94.3 | 98.9| ‘632
1938 '

DERMERY o e ov oo niv oo ononnee syl G2 )65 1 “HR4E $5.3] 46.6 | 36.2 20.9 T § 9.8 R DY 43.7 | 45.3| 68,6

BGRERGEY. v o s oevviessoisianns G | 6.8 ) J648 39.5{ 42.0} 77.7 Sida 1 - 581 § 638 43.2 | 45.8}1 172.8 36.9 | 39.2| 66.4
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HRIED . . ..5.v0cmsctnonsssesson " ale4 9] o f 8@ 2 eng f 3300.3 1 76.6 43,61 44.3 | 57.5 oD § 757 71.4Gﬂ 67.2 | 66.91 59.2(f)

N N —- B33 ) 6% 30 IhE 74.6] 172.4 | 77.0(0] 48.5| 408.3 | 56.5(D] 58.6 | 57.31 70.7 45,4 | bl lr BT

IR .. 00 b 5 6o el S bt e 63.4 | 66.5 | 76.4 1 52.0! 50.0 | 66.3 48.81 43.4 | 49.4 51.2 | 50.0 | 68.5 43.0 : 41.9: 59.9
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(a) Prior to 1936 based on sales of 16 chains.

{(b) Prior to 1936 based on sales of 13 chains.

(f) Final figures.



THOWE NUGEERS OF BETATL 541ES--GWERAGIE POR 1930 = 10G)

h. Unadjusted. B. Corrected for Number of Business Days.
C. idjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.

—_—

4 Departmental Drugs Furniture | Grocerics and Meats\b)
Year and Month (36 Firms) (24 Chains) {26 Firms) _,(34_92%;&%2____
i B__| cla) N it % o8 i B C % 7 T c
Lbagiant, L1929 ohiy o caliian e, - 3 o 96.2 90.1 j112.7 il2.5 {107.6 }109.8 13546 | 1@k || 146 /0 - 6.0 972 265 .8
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T T i I S s A P, A 69.7 68.0 ! 85.0 34 4 00 6 Tl . 5084, 6.8 84,01 179.7( 86.6
It LORE . o 3 e s 8 56.8 54.4 | 68.0 W8 & oy | 40T . 78 69,41, 472 -SIE9 ezl i, 5l T
PR 7 T R L . w1 54 4~ "08ad 67.9 1 6681 €9.9 5.9 | 55.4 | 906 70.4| €8.8{ 74.8
AR, 1996 Paasiinsgbas s nen 59.0 g6.1- 1 oL 95,4 O M6 69.3| 66.3 | 66.3 63l. 9 . End " SR
BlEE, LOE5 ok d o B ir e €0.4 5€.6 1 1¢.8 T, 1 | P00 RS l Jouis | *plxg -t RS .3] 69-€. 755
e e RN T ol e2.8 | 613766 b33 treee !l 73.5 0 79.8] 79.91 79.50 7.3 13.3] 719.6
e R T £a8) ke 6.0 3 03 78k gl e 68.5| 87.6 | 87.61 77.01 W.2! 85.0
T e ) 2 62.6 59.9 | 74.9 T@da | 820 | Fomd W | T2 5 | Fan3 § 1904 - 805w 858
1931 3 | |
DeptetBar % . .5 6 o il oo o = 82.8 | 19.¢ 8.2 199,31 80.9 e [ 189.1 [ gme] 86.8! 88.4! 83.4
% F T OO R I —— 8 94.0 91.4 | 719.5 84,8 4 Bt {835 308 .8} Lequdnll Bai 8 on-2 | 286 I "B6sT
BRRRED. 5.5 .5 s srece Shmrm o sints a 91,9 Gile iy 200 6 | T3 + < Jl=3 93,7 SRS gi.g 8 G%By | OO SO
)0 AT T R P R A 133.7 }133.5 | 83.4 99.5 | 99.2d | 4542 93.1] 10C.5 { 90.5 164.8| 110.8| 99.8
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DRJIEITY o oo v oo e opitin = 9 o sus 4 56.3 s7.8 | 18.1 TemOhd J47 110178 54.6| 56.01 84.8; 18.34 < 82.81] @9
FeBIBGATY - ivne « oo va dida o 57.8 61.5 | 76.9 69,7 P {56} 749 Rges = @fad | Sa.d 81.2{ 8€,3| 88,0
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(a) Rcvised from Jenuary, 1935, to allow for changes in secasonal adjustment factors,
(b) Entire scories roviscd from January, 1935, to allow for change in method of calculation.
(f) Fincd figures,



IHUEX NUMBERRS OF PETATL SALES - (LVERAIE POR 1v30 = 100)

A. Unadjusted. B. Corrcctcd for Number of Busingss Days.

C. ddjustud for Number of Busincsgs Days and Scasonal Variations.
Hardwarc usic and Radio(2) Restaurants Varicty
Year and Konth (94 Firms) (102 Firms) (12 Chains) (12 Chains)
m B g E Lo ERSTH R B c & 5 &

iaugust, 1929 ........... 122.2 {115.9 |112.5 L1l & L 48 1 1883 1858 023 3. 1263 136.6 [139.6 (| 130.C
Bupst AT L. . L. . F%.y 1042 lew, T am.2 | ef.2 | 9%.0 L0611 '106.0 |.180.0 98.6 | 92.9} 101.0
dgpaet, 1930 ..u'ieeannn g3.3 | 89.0 | «S0.g5 gg. 1 1 ggle 4 g6 90.0 | 88.5 ! 83.5 93.3 | 88.2| 95.9
Augusd., 1932 ........... 66.4 | 63.0| 61.2 Ll 30 | 41 64.3 | 63.1| 59.5 150 01 Tadl | 78.8
August, 1933 ....uienn.. g Bd.3 | 59.k | 57ed 4. 27.3 ] 38.0 Shal= 56.61 Tkl T - PO T a8
August, 1934 .......... . 74.6 | 70,8 | 68.8 R g | T2l 2.2 F1.31 Goa0 | S 70 T - 62
Avgust; 1935 «.t.oenroons .2 | 42 =720 35. 33.4 | 44,0 55.4 | 53.6| 50.6 8.0 6.6 83.3
dgnst, 1336 s:.. 000 commal B2L5 | B B ARG 4V 1N MWl SO 57.3 1 56.4 | 53.2 87.1 | 82.5| 89.6
ehety 1997 ...c0. i 90.8 | 89.2 | 86.6 47.9 | 47.3 | 61.4 58.4 { 58.1| 54.8 85s2 |- G5 7al 0.1
s, 1998 .. ......0.. AU O BT 45.3 | 43.5 | 56.5 56.0 | 55.0 | 51.9 81.6 | 79.9{ (6.8
1937 |

SORLEIbEr 4w - . o cjaes.  § MR8 1104.9 | £7.2 68.83 1 70.7 | 59.4 5683 5761 54.9 89.8 ' 92.5 95.4

ABROBEY .. -ioptoneanea 96:7 § 98.0 ¥ B2.6 N, 732 b 7853 h 974 N &5l acd'beahe s « fa0e. 51 %6 b =g

- TN R SR g 83,4 81,8 ' 818 fL.% | 908 | 5646 Sheet | Box9 SEBe R Bl 1. S50, G )

BEGEMRET %..0.vishies f&:) T 90351 0.8 78.1| 77.1] 55.9 9.3 I Seqall %54 188.2 | 200.4 | 100.2
1938

MM . oo s, e e 51.6 | 52.7 | 95.9 47.1 L7 4611 1 50.8 | 50.0| 53.8 Bes |'82.6 | |, 993

EEEUEEY ovoanleiinnoe : 47.7 1 50.71 90.5 41.0 | 43.8 | s55.5 48.8 | 53.0f 55.3 62.6 | 66.7| 92.6

LT L T Al 63.0 | 59.5| 85.0 4807 A6k3 'l 5R.2 54.4 | 53:4| 55.0 70.0 | 68.3| 86.5

I RN R S T b di.e | 98:54 S7.6(c) 55.6 | 518 1.3 Y S5a4 Y 5.5 &l 91.0 | 88.4| 95.1

B - b = e ke o KU S gt T G3nT 62.0 | 63.6 | 55.8 62.0 | Sl B Shad 866 | @57 | ~89.7

JUNe +eeeieininnnnas .« #107.0 {105.0 ; JC.3 50.9 } 50.2 | 55.2(f}] 50.0 | 50.5 | 50.3 Qo1 | 9B

B o o a5 0wl v §,92.0 7 94.8 | 062 4.7 | 4a.& ' 54.9 1 52.9 | 51.9 | 50.4(2)] 92.2 | 85.6 | ‘G9.B(%)

PR coerenane £ 957 1905 | 3.9 | 45.3 0 43.5 | 565 | 56.0 | 55.0 | 51.9 | €1.6 | 79.9| C6.8

- 4
(a) Prior to 1936 based on sales of 9 chains.
(b) Revised from January, 1935, to allow for changes in seasonal adjustment factors.

(f) Final figures.
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UNADJUSTED INDEX IUMBERS OF RETATL SALES-- (AVERAGE FOR 1936 = 100)
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Maritine Saské;: = Britisﬂ"
Ll ! CANADA | Provinces Quebec | Ontario [Manitoba | chewan | Alberta | Columbia
Men's Clothing Stores
| R e et TS e (R I o e || o =
August, lsbSo..§ 76.6 88.8 7G) 3805 i) (5" Al 38 90.9
August, 1937..§ 78.6 9k Ne 83.5 7650 @517 53.8 68.6 96.6
August, 1938..} 71.8 84.3 7285 685 (52 B 66 .4 7S 87.8
1938
Mameh . ... 4. 80.0 8341 &) 83.4 99.2 ROL56 ST 70.8
AT SR IS, o 125.6 120, 1172876 12275 98.5 108.4 9B8L2
Ui 77 I PR gu (Y 9948 102.8 895486 9%7.9 7l e g2.l 9.5
175712 o N 106.6 114.0 niEEL S 108%% 120.6 884 WOG ) 94.0
T TIRFA SR 88 .2 6.4 87.4 2 N 83.6 (574500 8648 S 7
AUeRST . .owoa At 84.3 7335 8.2 62.7 66 .4 TANE S 8l e
% Change,
August, 1938 8.6 9.9 13 -
b at T L | N S 1 - 9. - IS8 -10.3 -14.9 S .9 - 9.1
fugust. 1657 B it 14 +23 .4 + 3 9
% Change,
Jan.-Aug.1958
el 7 - 3. - 9.2 - 8, - ~-10. . - 8.
T o<hibe . 1957 7 i 3.4 845 B NOR7 (LKL + 4.4 (3 L.
Women's Clothing Stores
gsins d R W wi - —i
August, 1936..§ 72.3 g296 [ 7% B 70.0 il 64 .3 65l 82.8
August, 1937..§ 73.0C 9@ 72.6 68.5 79.C WS (515) - 5] L e
ABe, 1938..{ 71.5 (b) $9.8 63.9 69.0 69.5 71.7 91.1
1928
BEEWY 50 oo 00 e allll 97:2 11 IonlY o) 89.1 9857 93.7 98.8 108.7
16771 R Ll .64 1) IECH (e 12746 [ ACEH0 110.9 104 .9 104.6 102.2
SRR - 5. o vieeiite B2.0 96.7 28 7938 RBiles BB .b K285 88.4
AEASt ' ... sl 713 (b) 69.8 63.9 69.0 69.5 FilBp Sk il
% Change,
August, 1938 I _ s R | 1T 3 o0 .0 =
Rigust 1957 At (b) 647 L7 +80.2 SR o) 0.3
% Change,
Jan.-Aug.1938)) e > r
Ton . —Aug . 1957 3.4 (b) . 6.6 4.9 2.8 + 2.1 + 2.9 e
e " Grocery and Meat Stores R e e iy
August, 1925..f 96.3 (a) 90.6 94 .3 104.3 118 1g 105.4 102.1
August, 1936..§ 97.5 (a) B7 .8 9216 N5 &S] 117 .4 104 6 O
August, 1937..[ 97.1 (a) 85.4 94 .2 T 119.9 12518 112.2
August, 1938..[100.2 (a) 94 .4 100.1 9552 (b) 115..8 LOSYE
1938
May o e pillell 50 (a) 1R 11 1@ S985 100.4 el ® .7 180707,
RIRIER s riwe <75 « % o 8l 6.(85) (a) 20.0 135 ol (012 11 l110fe] 72 152358 114.6
701 T S S IOl JO) {a) 105.3 L1gn8 106.8 1L 1, 224 1063
BRuss . .....J|100.2 (a) Ofed ' 108w 93.2 (b) 116.8 1068
% Change, 4
SMEIRT, 1908 5 3 -13.0 215 ¢ —a
T T PBLEL + 3.1 (a) SO ) I+ Bl 3. (b) : g
% Changs,
Jan.-Aug 19381, , g (a) +5.8] + 5.1 -10.2 (b) #0.8 - 5,3
Jan.—Aug.lQBﬂr 1 4 oL g
Varisty Stores -
August, 1935..§ 93.0 98.3 96, I 924 86.6 87.9 93.2 91,8
August, 1936..|| 96.8 104.9 97.6 94 .4 5%..8 94 .9 93.3 102.8
August, 1937..F 94.7 108.6 97 91.6 ferafimce, 79 <7 94 .9 104.7
August, 1938..|| 90.7 100.4 971 853 28,5 80.8 9518 1es L7
1938 °
)i 7 M S S 965 96, A IGINa)e! Q119 ol it B0..i5 ol 99.3
el N 8 108, 7 107 45 Azt T 101 .4 1O S 90.6 104 .1 100.2
AT AR & 102, 15 (1) 1073 T 98.8 1LOF*S 94.0 1E1LS el 105.6
AUAsSt & . i 90 57 100.4 St 85.2 88.56 80.8 96.3 OS5
% Change,
August, 1938 i 4 o - 9.6 4080 - 7.0 - G s T e £ ulig
August, 1937
% Change,
Jan.-Aug.l998)_ 4 ¢ =656 XD ratl ) B s11.8 ‘| il + 1 il
Jan. -Aug . 1997

Ta) #imiran 177 Lhe Mari?}gg Proy}§c?$“§re

Fiaures.

withheld to avoid disclosing individual opera-



- -

UNADJUSTED INDEX NUIBERS OF RETATL SAIES--(AVERAGE FOR 1936

L @'l

= 100).

—_—

e oy

Maritime Preairie British
Year and Month CANADA Provinces Quebec Ontario Provinces Columbia
Department Stores
AR ARED . . . 80.5 84.1 75.9 P77 79 .0 95.2
August, 1936 .......... 83 .8 a8+ 83.0 (5! 80.7 96.5
jiees " 1987 ..........., 86.3 93 .7 8 3 a8 7857 105.4
ARSI 038, . ..o P B.% 84.9 &8.23 79 .7 78.2 99.4
1938
e S o e ors 105.9 1@ .8 1521 4 105.9 98.2 104 .6
Wik 7 g P o e =) 103.2 1Ll 96 .4 89.3 95.4
AT LUTE g R U T TOIRE 114.0 187 .S 105.5 92.2 P2
Jalsy | . bl [ T R . e 82.0 8.5 P43 P8 m5 90.4
IRGEL. o v oc oo v 5 15 &) 84.9 88.2 79.2 78.2 99.4
% Change,
August, 1938 -
=T TGEp et - 3.4 - 9.4 LT El.O - 4.2 - 1.9 =457
% Change,
EEEANR., 1538 - 4.0 - 8.3 $.9.0f =45 - 5.0 - 3.9
Jan.-Aug., 1937
Hardware Stores
ARG 1838 i swey a. OEAB JHIT 40 G 47 105.7 106.8 9/l
EoNSG, BOB7 . ... 5. . 119.2 24 TR a2 I, 109.0 151.9.6
sty 13938 . ..z hee . o8 L35R7 is2 e 164.2 109.6 2 8 108.2
1938
BERERErY .. ....0.0o.n 62.6 63.8 6745 64.7 55.8 66.7
BN Y. . . .. o5 At 82,7 79.0 93.2 80.6 /] 90.0
050 111 | PP, BLLERR ) 119.0 130.8 UG8 1386 127 =il
sk SR FTE g 146.4 1550 SRS S .08 %8 Eele 18519
June o B A i 140.5 119641 Lol & 145.7 120N 137 46
LY S T S (R 121.9 138.3 147.9 P25.S 100,36 102.9
R 1856 % 132.8 164.2 109.6 gl 3 108.2
% Change,
dugust, 1938 + 5.4 + 6.5 +35.64 - 8.0 + LB w el
August, 1937
% Chenge,
Jan.-Aug., 1938 A v B s EXA - e -12.7
Jan.-Aug., 1937
ypsic and Radio Stores W
AR 1986 e v o o e s T oS 73 .4 P65 72.6 92 .8 e b
ATl OB .0 e . 88.4 7 42 903 89.4 91.0 80.2
EES . 188 .. ..a..... &g (b) 82.2 88.6 89.8 77.5
1938
RN 50 oo kb e 1@8 5 69.0 101 6 108.4 99.4 94 .2
ISR MRS, o0, here e o faris 114 .4 e S22 3 114.7 96 .4 106 .4
June etk 93.9(1) =5 9847 100.2 88.8 7815
July ags 1& . 740 64 .0 74.2 79.0 78.7 79.6
August ek x j « ENailE oAl 84 .4 (b) BR 42 88.6 89.8 Thdd
% Change,
August, 1938 . {b) el b =6 = - 3.4
August, 1937
% Change,
Jan.-Aug., 1938 - n.9 s AN c a £ Gl -
Jan.-Aug., 1937 b (v) I ] !
s ———— —_——— “—--———.—-—.—.—::::‘:L"-——"—"——'-é—"___.-__——'_—‘_'

Lomea—

12}

Not available.
Final fi-mreaq.




DEPARTHENTAL STORE SALES IN CAMADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTHENTS

AUGUST, 1937, AI'D AUGUST,

1938

(Based on sales of 18 firms)

=
i August August % Change,
1937 1938 1938/37
$ L2
TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS +vveveens o137 .,802 | 14,5348 IS - 4.0
l. Women's dresses, coats and suits ......ccvee.e 1,214,413 1,251,855 + 3.1
s D misRille) dnd Infantis" Wear «diie . iy ib ane s H oo 356,449 348,119 - 2.3
3. Hosiery and gloves ..... el ) LV sy e “ 5¢8,939 544,846 + 3.0
PR e ie, anfl G0DIeES . oi. s ws wi e . s gEn g T 2NBBS 556,648 - 2.8
50 Millinery T T T T IR 166;983 169,94‘6 + 1.8
(5 Women's and children's'apparel -
{Petal , L-BY oo iak 2,839,317 2. 87N + 1.1
1
7. Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings ..... i 1,387,681 I NS AT il
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations 484.550 186,660 + O
OPY DRIECE (FOOAS ™l e arti ohe o e e Sueke leip fpihers AR A o 4, B2l 895 1,148,¢30 -13.1
HOE SIS SHAlAWARES" & ke o oo s <0 o o ofs AR 5 A 513,338 486,771 - 5.2
Nl SElead End kindred prodluchs. ek« bsee s e e an 1,547,952 1,503,402 =Mk
12. Furniture (including mattresses, springs) .... 1,489,081 L ;< Gy, TS - 6.7
e Hdgle farnishiBgs . ..few .ol i o L ho ¢ 1,228,241 1,117,231 - 9.4
14. Household appliances and electrical supplies.. | 445,569 443,254 - 0.5
9. Hardwere and kitchen utensils c..3...c00f¢: .54 65,295 516,785 - 8.6
16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies ..... 267,432 250,555 - 6.3
1?7. Shoes and other footwear ....... T, NN 1Y 1,023,825 906 0B - 2.7
18. ©Stationery, books and mAgazZines .......c...s00 225,070 2l0=2.12 - 6.6
r
19. All other departments, total ..... oy I : 1,798,458 1,786,338 - 0.7
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