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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES, DECEMBER, 1939

Extent of the brisk Christmas buying in December, 1939 is reflected in
retail trade statistics for that month, dollar volume of sales for twelve kinds of
retail business for which figures are available averaging 38 per cent higher than in
November and 9 per cent above the level of December, 1938, The general index of sales,
unadjusted for number of business days or for seasonal variations and on the base 1930
equals 100, stands at 122.2 for December, 1939, 88,6 for November, 1939 and 112.6 for
December, 1938. Retail sales in December, 1939 recached the highest peak recorded for
any month in the past nine years; ‘hey were slightly lower than in December, 1930 when
the index stood at 125,5.

The 9 per cent increuse compared with December, 1938, is a continuation
of gains recorded in corresponding-month comparisons for the preceding four months.
The marked gain from November brought the underlying trend in retail purchasing back to
a level approximately equal to that recorded in the first months of the war; the
general index, adjusted both for number of busincss days and for normal seasonal varia-
tions, stands at 87.5 for December, 1939, 83,3 for November, 88.6 for October and
87.6 for September,

Average monthly sales during 1939 were 3 per cont higher than in 1938,
nine of the twelve lines of business reporting an inerease, Comparison of retail sales
indexes for the past year shows that sales during each of the first four months lagged
behind figures for the corresponding months of 1938, A series of increases then began
in May which, except for a slight lapse in July, czontinuecd throughout the remainder of
the year, and at a generally increasing rate. Tre most pronounced gain recorded during
1939 was that for Scptember, when uncertainty attendant upon the beginning of the war
caused abnormal purchasing with a gain of 12 per cent in sales over September, 1938,

Sales of boot end shoe storcs showed the greatest improvement during
December, with a gain of 16 per cent over sales in the same month of 1938. This was not
sufficient, however, to outweigh a long serics of declines recorded in earlier months,
with the result that cumuletive figures for the year were 2 per cent below corresponding
figures for 1938, Furniture storec sales gained 15 per cent over December, 1938, while
sales for the year were L per cent above 1928, Hardware store sales inercased 11 per
cent in December and were up 1 per cent on the year, while sales of music and radio
stores increascd 5 per cunt over December, 1928, and 2 per cent in the annual comparison.
Although restaurant rcceipts and candy store sales were up 6 and 5 per cont respectively
over December, 1938, average monthly sales for these groups during the year 1939 fell off
2 and 1 per cent below corresponding figures for 1938,

Sales for December, 1939, werec highor than for December, 19%8, in all
sections of the country for thos¢ lires of busincss for which regional figures are
available., Gains reported for the Maritime Provineces, howcver, everaged somewhat higher
than those for other regions. Increasces in the Prairic Provinces were, in most cases,
slightly higher than those reported in Ontaric and Quebee, vhere increases were closely
related to the increases recorded for the Canada totals. Smaller then average gains
were roported in British Columbia.

Sales of department stores were up 9 per cent for December and 3 LB
cent for the year. December sales in the Maritime Provineces were 25 per —cent Nighe®)
while in Quebec, Ontario and the Prairie Provinces zains of between 9 and 10 per cent
were reported. The increase in British Columbia was 2 per cent over December, 1938,
Annual inereases ranging from 2 per cent in British Columbia to 7 per cent in the ifari-
time Provinces were recorded in all rogions of the country.

Sales of a representative number of jewellery stores in Canada were 2l per
cent higher in December, 1939, than in the same month of 1938.
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Increases in sales of wvaricty stores in Canada amounted to 10per cent
over December, 1938, and || per cent over annual totals for 1938. Gains recorded by the
various economic divisions over December, 1938, were as follows: 1L per cent for the
Maritime Provinces, 11 per cent for Quebec, 10 per cent for the Prairie Provinces, and 8
per cent for both Ontario and British Columbia. Gains in annual averages over 1938
rengod from 1 per cent in the Prairic Provinces to 5 per cent in Quebec.

Drug store sales in Canada were up 8 per cent over Docember, 1938, and 2
per cent ovor the year 1938. In the Maritime Provinces, salos increased 21 per cent over
Decumber of the previous year, othor inercases being 11 perfcent in the Prairie Provinces,
8 por cont in Quebee, and 6 per cent in both Ontario and British Columbia. Annual
averages were from 1 to § per cent higher.

Sales of men's clothing stores increased § per cent over Ducember, 1938,
while annual sales for 1939 werc 1 per cont higher than sales in the previous year. An
increase of 22 per cent was recorded in the Maritime Provinces over December, 1938, while
sales in the Prairie Provinces gained 15 per cent in the samoc comparisoh, Other incroases
recorded over December, 1938, were as follows: 9 per cent in Ontario and British Columbia
and L per cont in Quebec. Increascs recorded by the various regions over annual totals
for 1938 were L per cent in the Maritime Provinces, Prairie Provinees and British
Columbia, and 1 per cent in Ontario. Sales in Qucbec during 1939 were 1 per cent lower
than in 19380

Much the same trend prevailed in the results for women's clothing as
that obtaining in the comparisons for men's clothing, with sales 8 per cent higher than
in Deoember, 1938, and 1 per cent above the annual average for 1938, Increases in verious
regions of the country were as follows: 18 per cent in the Maritime Provinces, 10 peor
cent in the Prairie Provineces and Ontario, 8 per cent in Quebec and British Columbia,
Gains ovor annual figures for 1938 werc L por cent in the Meritime Provincos and British
Columbin, 3 per cent in the Prairie Provinces and 2 per cent in Ontario. Sales in
Quebec wore 1 por cont below figurcs for 1938,

Sales of grocery and mect storos incroased 6 per cent both for December
and also for the year. Deccmber sales in the Prairie Provinces were 20 per cent above
sales for December, 1938, while in British Columbia the increase was 19 per cent, Gains
of L4 per cont in Ontario 2nd 3 per cent in Quobeec were also recorded. Annual averages
showod gains within a narrow raonge -- botween L por cent in British Columbia and 8 per
cent in the Prairie Provinces,

The summary of department storo sales by departments, contained on Pagoe 8
of this bulletin, shows that sales of 16 firms reporting figures on this basis increasod
10 per cent over December, 1938. Substantial gains in salos of household lines were an
outstanding feature, with gains of 19 per cent in furniture, 16 per cent in hardware,

15 per cent in home furnishings, 13 per cent in rodios and musical instruments, and 11
per cent in houschold appliances being roported. Sales of men's and women's clothing

each showed improvement of 11 per cont, whilec salas of shoes and other footwear advanced
18 per cent. There was an increase of 13 per cent in salos of piece goods, while small-
ware and drug departments showcd gains of 8 and 7 per cent respectively. The only decline
reported was in sales of food departments where soles fell off & of one per cent,

Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1938 and 1939, by Kinds of Business

&y ﬂ December, 1939
+ ‘op = JpE% |CENnt Cumulative

Kind of Business compared with Indexes

" December December November Jan,-Dec., 1939

1970 1938 1979 Jan,-Dec., 1938
General Index eeesesssssanonas - 2-6 - 805 * 37-9 b | 3.2
Boots and Shpe® o...coese ey -~ 1.9 + 15,5 + 78.4 - 147
CHREY . .ok ghvre ag siiee Fitbils oI 29.5 + L7 +134.5 2.0
MRS ClLothiRg .e it oo el 25.5 H SR 7 + 39,7 + il
BEEeRYSs Blothing ' Fis ootk L BE + Ol + 13,0 t B
Rt dRbEL . c o ns s o os BILSS - 0.6 + 9.4 + 52,2 + 343
Drugs SeessgeeEnesEBEsEB O * 12-5 o 8.1 - 5).]..3 + 2.3
JET ik oy e e R, e S e L _— + 15.4 + 26,0 + L,0
Groceries and Heats ..ssss e e el + 6,3 + 21,6 I A
RN 5 o9« o 3 o005 2.0 - 6.2 RIS + 15,1 + 1,0
Music and Readio sesssevevane - h?ol % 5-3 < lh.9 o 2.1
Rcstaurant sessrsstcesernane - 27.6 ok 507 o 8.6 - 202
Varioty 0 cersssersssncenanse sl + 9o9 +102.5 g 3‘7




INDEX NUMBERS OF KLTAIL SALES - (AVERAGE FOR 1930 = 100)

A. Unadjusted,

C. Adjusted for

B, Corrected for Number of Business Days.

Tumber of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.

General Index(d) Boots and Shoes Candy(h) : Men's Clothing(c)(d) ) Vomen's Clothing(d)
Year and Month A By 6 A B C Il K e B E A B s
December, 1929 ...}| 128.5| 142.8| 107.4L 155.6| 160.7 | 11L4.8 aghies 12064743010 127.% | 132.8 | 103,68 1720 ) 37864 19711
December, 1930 ...}l 125.5| 125.8| 9L.6 130.9] 121.91 9L.2 1688 | 160400] . Bl 112.9| 114.1| 89.1 1544 156.0| 84.3
December, 1931 ...|| 110.3} 110.2} 80.5 123.9} 1249} 89.2 15L.6} 153.0 | 82.3 9L.7{ 95.7] 7L4.8 o2 Tl P66
December, 1932 ...|| 89.9] 85.2{ é2.2 102.7]| 96.71 69.0 131.4 | 123.0{ 66.1 Bl Y BB 616 1304 | R2g6l | 1 660
December, 1933 ...|l 88.L] 86.6] 63.2 96.1}] 93.1} 65.1 112.1 1 107.9 | 58.0 7151 ka@}. BBl 129.2| 124.7| 67.4
December, 1934 ...|} 95.1| 9L.2| 68.8 32451 117.0] 78.0 Bl 2ue. o, €0.3 99.8| 98.1| 76.6 128.1] 126.0§ 68.1
Decenmber, 1935 ...{] 98.6] 101.7| 7L.2 72l 1816l 775 116.8 | 119.7 | €Le3 186711 B | 7h.2 130.1 | 135.8] 73.L
December, 1936 ...|| 108.3] 108.3| 79.1 110.6] 111.5| 69.7 114.7 | 113.5 | 61.0 132.2| 133.6| 80.5 1608.7 | 168 48} 70:8
December, 1937 ...}l 115.6] 118.5| 86.5 129.2] 137.3| 85.8 113.1 | 120.6 | 6L.8 137.9 | 143.9 ] 86.7 L lu 102 75 0
December, 1938 ...}] 112.6] 106.9] 78.0 10L.L4| 98.3| 61.5 109.1 | 104.8 | 56.3 130.3 | 122.0} 73.5 et B D Dl G (G vl
December, 1939 ...}} 122.2] 119.9] 87.5 RED 61 41742 | FBe2 114.2} 113.2 1 60.9 141,71 136.7} 82.4 Va0 135,97 0B
19z
S URbigry | areisve slogill - 62L5F S il 782 38.5| Lo.0| 7L.O 37.51 28,51 53.5 55.11 S57.0}% £0.3 L8.5{ 5C.2] 76.0
February ......ej] 61.5§ 65.7} 75.5 32.5| 3L.6| 64.0 50.0 | SL.3 | 5L.3 Ly LR SPY. 5T Losa 'l LEMS 72.7
MAFER* Jod ool s onfl T} J0.LL " T6:2 L8.8] L7.4| 55.1 L3.8| L3.5] 51.1 55.5| 53.3| 66.6 59.7| S57.4] 66.0
R S vaelll ~BILTE 52001580 82.L| 82.6| 77.2 78.8| 78.6} 60.5 79:9 | 8lapd. Ths? 8aidil + 91 A8 71.7
MY o 3% 2 wide ool i | Bl DR BL9 I, 0.9 85.9] 86.L| 70.2 54.0| 53.8| 5L.9 75.0| 75.81 73.6 Theh| 75.2] T70.2
o TE RENE ST .o o} TBEVE ) EBRON (5.0 OGS I8ESE | s 2.8 L3.5| 56.4 80.7| 80.0} 75.5 7L.6| 73.9| 65.4
LT TR 7.5 73.6] 83.6 69.81 72.0] 76.6 L3.8| L2.6} 50.7 62.9| 65.4} 80.8 57.0| 59.3| 69.8
MEFRAt iheeoesmsill - 150001 'ELYE I TEL.E 53.7] 52.5] 69.1 L7.2| L6.T| L9.7 LTy D2 TB.ly Lg.0| U47.6] 68.0
September ......|| 91.1}| 89.L| 87.6(f)}{ 89.5| 87.0| 8L.L NeLS b, LB.LE AT o114 BFe9 ). 87.9 786l JIE.2) T8
QEBBDEr ... o5l Ol *GBABL  88.6 Th.6) T7s5] 799 Sl 85 .9 1. 55T 105.7| 109.4{ 87.5(f)] 93.3] 96.5| 78.5(f)
November ....... 88.6| 88.3| 83.3 67:6| 67.7] 6G6.L(f)ll LB.74 Lo.6| S7.7(cHl 1014 101.34 B2.4 84.0] 83.,9| 75.5
December ....... 1228%.149.91 ° 87.5 120,50 1172 ¥ Thel 114.2 | 113.2 | 60.9 7 13647 48R sl 120.1 ] 115.91. 74.8

(¢) Includes men's furnishings.
(d) Revised to census trend.

(f) Final figures.
(h) Candy indexes are based largely upon returns from retail candy chains.
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SaLI - - (AVERAGH FOR 1930 = 100)

A.

Unac justed

: . lorrsctec for Number of Business Days.

C. idjusted ror Tuober ci Business Days and Seasonal Variations.
«1 ”; } :{" L ""‘*qwﬂﬁgﬁartﬁcﬁiﬁfb' CF ey """M""-5ﬁ7f§TJ}'*"'“—"m"-"?"-—"‘hmiﬁuw1iﬁﬁ?é | Groceries and ?75&33(57_-__'
SJArle s st Y i C i B VRETET a B ¢ o B C
) ! !
December, 1929 ... | 154.1 158:3 | 1642 116.9 WrT 1 2033 141.9 145.6 115.6 114.7 119.9 1 L1240
December, 1930 ... 144.7 1L4.0 9.7 109.0 107.6 9L. L 113.7 112.6 89.4 105.3 107.5 100.4
December, 1931 .., 128.2 127.0 83.6 103.9 101.9 89.4 96.5 97.5 78.0 92.8 9.3 88.2
December, 1932 .., 98.8 95.6 62.9 91.8 87.8 T80 61.8 59.8 51.1 82.1 75.6 70.6
December, 1933 ... 102.4 1635, 1 67.8 87.9 85.7 T5aR 5N €3.8 56.9 B 7L.5 69.6
December, 1934 ... 114.3 115.5 60 91.1 89.7 18:7 76.4 76.6 69.0 75.3 73.0 68,2
December, 1935 ... 116.5 119.6 74.8 9.1 9.8 83.2 81.7 8L.1 75.8 80.4 8L4.0 ] W4
December, 1936 ... 126.8 125.7 78.6 109.0 106.9 86.2 100,14 99.4 89.5 91.4 93.1 83.8
December, 1937 ... 133.7 133.5 82.4 115.3 11247 90.9 65.1 100.5 90.5 104.1 110.4 99.5
December, 1938 ... 131.5 127.4 78.6 113.4 108.L 87.L 96.9 93.8 8L.5 101.6 93.7 8L.L
December, 1939 ... 143.8 144.8 89.4 122.6 119.5 96.4 111.8 112.1 101.0 it 208 .0 102.6 92.5
1935
T JBOUATY ..e... ih Sl 55.7 75.2 83.2 83.8 90.1 L8.6 4L9.9 75.6 78.0 Bailsd al.t,
FERruBEY, La l oy i 5L.2 | 57.7 2.2 || ee2| 8.3 a1 60.0 | 64,0 | 77.1 80.0 85.2 | 86.9
o 65.6 62.4 - 91.0 89.0 91.8 65.5 62.8 72.2 92.4 89.1 91.9
) BT -l 74.0 77.9 Ted 89.0 89.9 91.7 82.0 85.2 72.9 92.6 93.1 87.9
B el e . 77.4 T6.F 75.2 88.8 87.7 91.4 100.1 99.2 78.8 91.9 93.6 90.9
JORES o 45 chik ¥ 75.5 ko3 .1 85.6 86.5 90.1 80.3 79.6 80.1 poas | Moaé | 1ah.6
LTS S e 57.2 58.7 7idi3 86.2 8L.9 86.L4L 63.0 6l.7 82.9 £%,3 86.9 | 88.7
TS LR 2 61.3 58.5 73.1 86.1 8.5 86.2 82.3 78.8 78.8 87.1 85.3 1. 192d
September ...... 89.L 90.1 86.6 1503 89.2 87.5(¢) 92.2 92.4 77.0 98.1 952 1 D5l
October ........ 100.8 103,6 go0(f) § sel7 9l 91.6 104.4 107.2 95.7(£) 86.9 age2 4 U
Lovember ....... 94.5 93.3 81.8 91.3 92.6 92.6 88.7 87.9 87.0 88.6 89.0 |  89.9
December ...... . 143.8 144.8 69.4 1 122,6 T, 11919 : 96.4 111.8 112.1 101.0 108.0 10e.6 | 1119245
i ] i |

(b) I.dexes of groccry and meat store sales have bocen reviscd from January, 1936,
Sertember, 1939, the index of grocery and meat store sales was constructed from returns submitied oy all the lerger chain

Meginning with
store companis
50 oaks
accurate
{2) Revised to
&) Final figurss.

-
2

&

and by 1,2C0 independent storcs which reportcd sales figure
Licr menths of 1939 were computed from chain figwres cnlive
coupariscn between September of this year and i

census trend.

o

s for corresponding months of this Year and last,

Indexes

The introduction of the rcsults for indeperdent stores perwits a more

=% bt prevents a legitimate ccaparison between September and Auzust or 1939,



INDEX NUVBEXS OF RATAIL SALES - (AVERACE FOR 1930 = 100)

#e. Unadjusted. B. Corrected for Number of Business Days,
C. Adjusted for Fumber of Business Days and Seasonal Variations

1| Hardware . Yusic and Radio(d) Kestaurants(d) i Variety
Year and Month {] A B C A I B i © i A B C i A ; B { ©
December, 1929 ... || 134.7 138.0 123,2 194.7 199.2 117.9 b 4 s 111.0 108.8 194.2 200.8 108.5
December, 1930 ... || 109.8 108.2 56.6 173.2 7, 100.8 9L.6 92.8 91.0 186.0 187.8 101.5
December, 1931 ... || 91.7 90.4 80.7 077 106,0 63.5 78.9 774 75.9 L8Oty 1 euik 98.1
December, 1932 ... 59.1 58.2 52.0 69.3 68,2 L2 62,0 60.1 58.9 Wy P 7 138,6 74.9
December, 1933 ... 63.1 L. 7 O T 63.4 6L.9 L1.1 56444 G5 3 54.2 145.2 140.5 76.0
December, 1934 ... 77.6 79.5 i e T 79.3 50.2 60.1 59.2 58.0 159.6 155.1 83.8
December, 1935 ... 79.6 81.5 72.8 78.2 80.0 50,6 65.4 65.0 63.7 164.0 169.7 84.9
December, 1936 ... 86.4 84.8 5t 9L.5 93,0 of oy 71.5 70.2 68.8 183.0 18L.1 92,0
December, 1937 ... 92.1 90.5 80.8 90.9 89.4 él,.8 68.4 66.9 €5.6 188.2 200.4 100.2
December, 1938 ... 92.6 90.9 81.2 HR <0 85.6 62.0 64.8 62.8 61.6 188.0 178 7 88.3
December, 1939 ...[l 103.0 105.4 9L.1 91.6 93.7 67.9 68.5 &2 65.9 206.6 200.0 100.0
Juoy1o)
GBGEUBTY oo o sloswhe 51.5 52.7 95.8 Lo.L 50.5 6l.0 56,2 55.9 60.1 59.6 als7 97.9
FebEunry ...wds% Ls5.5 L8.5 &7 Ll L8.1 60.9 51.6 56.1 58.4 60.3 6.3 89.3
BRI, 4 biase siees : 58.5 55.5 79.2 52.2 Lo.h 61.0 59.6 58.3 60.1 69.2 67.3 8L4.1
B - s s o am 78.5 83.7 80.4 59.0 62.9 67.6 58.6 59.6 59.0 86.8 S 9L.6
BB Avrtaeos.onl 1 T1% 109.4 80.5 | 7645 67.1 63.1 61.9 61.9 91.6 92.2 92.2
4TS R, T - w0k.2 102.6 86.2 61.2 60.2 66.2 5743 57.9 57.3 98.6 98.L4 95.6
TRy .o st s 96.1 98.4 89.4 53.1 Slie6 76.1 60.4 59.5 57.7 91.8 95.0 95,0
Wbt izl e SERTT oLl 91.7 56. 53%.5 9.5 63.9 62.§ 59.1 85.1 83.0 90.2
September ...... 110.2 112.8 SL4.0 76.L 78.2 65.7 65.4 65.5 62.3 96.9 93.8 96.7
(67 1) SE | 102,2 104.5 90.9(f) 82.1 8l;.0 8PN 6L.9 6L.6 6L.6(f) YOTY T 104.6 104.6
November ....... 89.5 88.1 88.1 79.7 78.L 6eLy 63.1 6%.9 66.6 102.0 102.3 101.3(f)
December ....... 103.0 105.4 9L4.1 91.6 93.7 67.9 68.5 67.2 65.9 206.6 200.0 100.0

(d) Revised to census trend.
(f) Final figures.



UNADJUST2D INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES--(AVSRAGE FOR 1936 = 100)

6

Maritime Prairie British
Year and Menth CANADA Provinces Quebec Ontario Provinces Columbia
" Men's Clothing Stores(c)
December, 1936 ., 167.5 7 SSe BERL TR RS 150.4 LS &l
Decombt‘;r’, 1957 e 17)4..8 18708 16h09 181.5 15008 189-9
December, 1938 ., 165.3 175.8 14,3 17L.1 i ] 174L.3
December, 1939 ., 179.6 b= 9T 150.7 189.5 173.9 189.7
19
T ST 79.8 98.8 33,9 755! 26.7 87.5
R . . T .. 18 89.1 72.7 67.4 65.6 87.6
September ..... 115.5 1044 114.2 110.5 144.9 110.7
October ......, 134.0(f) 122,2 1ih.h 121.5 192.L 126.1
November ...... 128.5 1,2.6 117.2 130.1 1L7.4 L=
December RN 17906 2114.2 15017 189.5 17309 189-7
% Change,
December, 1939
Besember— 1933 817 +21.8 <= ] + 8.8 +15.1 + 8.8
% Change,
Jan.-Dec., 1939 o} =
Jar-Des. 1958 %) + 3,9 0.8 + 0.8 + 3,6 + Ll
Vomen's Clothing Stores P e Tt
December, 1936 ..!I 152.6 156.5 1L2.0 180,71 IL6.9 1L8.2
December, 1937 ., 156.4 189.8 143.6 184.3 145.7 4.7
December, 1938 .. 156.0 17" W 138,0 161.8 1560 146.1
December, 1939 ,, 168.7 21T JT 149.5 NS 170%9 1517710
195
ORI > ey e o b B, 1 96.5 81.7 76.0 Bl 6 8727
ARDERE i 2T o 68.8 93,1 6%.L 6L.9 73.8 85.7
September ..... R WY 108.2 1@2%T 111.0 118.8 Y |
Qetober i vow a 1350(1) 136.9 119.2 131,3 151.5 129.3
Novembar: ... % 117.9 145.3 107.4 122.2 122.9 106.2
December ...... 168.7 2187 149.5 1% 170.9 157.0
% Change,
December, 1939 ol
December — 1058 + 8.1 +17.8 + 8,3 + 9.6 10.% + 7.5
% Change,
Jan.-Dec., 1539 2 18 2 s . .
Jan.-Dec., 1538 L g 5 o £18 ® N3 Yk
Grocery and Meat Stores (b)
December, 1936 ., T5Le. I (a) 109.8 117.9 110.9 129.1
December, 1937 .. 121.3 (a) 126.7 133,8 127.5 sl TR
December, 1938 .. 128.1 (a) 131.9 134.9 108.L 108.1
December, 1939 ., 1%6.2 (a) 135.7 139,7 130.2 128§
1939
Wi e 105.4 (a) 99.56 104.1 118.2 109.9
IS . | e 3 109.8 (a) 100.1 106.7 136.2 | 121.7
September ..... 123.7 (a) 117.6 122.0 ., T TR - (X |
GREObeY o asissso e 109.5(f) (a) 109.6 108.0 115.4 LTS
November ...... 112.0 (a) 109.3 113.8 114.5 107.8
December ...... 126,2 (a) 135.7 139. 7 130,.2 1287
‘> Change,
December, 1939
Becerber— 1058 + 3605 (a) + 2.9 + 3,6 20,1 +19,1
% Change,
Jan.-Dec., 1939 '
i Do 1575 + 5.7 (a) + 6.5 o [P + Byl + T

(a) Figures for the raritime

tions.
constructed from returns submitted by
independent s*ores which reported salcs figures fo
Indexe: for earlier months of 1939 were com
troduction of the results for independent stores p
between September of this ycar and last but preven

last,

September and August of 1939.

rovinces are withhel
(b) Beginning with September, 1939,

d to avoid disclosing individual opera-

the index of grocery and meat store sales was

all the larg

(¢) Includes men's f

urnishings.

er chain store companies and by 1,200

r corresponding months of this year and
puted from chain figures only.
ermits a more accurate comparison

ts a legitimate comparison between
(f) Final figures.

The in-



UNADJUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES--(AVERAGE FOR 1936 = 100)

= Toe

(f) Final figures.,

Maritime | l Prairie Brifish

Year and Month CANADA Provinces I Quabec l Ontario Provinces Columbia
& Department Stores
Decembel', 1936 . 169o9 176.6 17106 Iv/Tos 160.0 ‘Iém
December, 1937 .. Mo 186.9 1689.0 185.8 161.2 172.2
December, 1938 .. 175.1 172.0 189,9 178.2 163,0 174.5
December, 1939 .. 191.7 2L1.8 207.7 195.9 178.4 Ii+1
19%9

July ees s 76.2 86014. 7?.2 7109 7)4.0 8803

August ssescana 81.7 85.3 8)4'2 78-7 77-9 95014

September ..... 119.3 101.6 125.1 119.1 120.6 120:3

OROIETE 520 & oo e 13L.4(f) 125.2 128.1 122.3 161.9 122.6

November sescss 126.0 131.9 128.5 126.2 128.7 112.6

BEcembary o i 191 07 2114-8 207.7 195.9 178-J.L 177. il
% Change,

D bar -4

Decober 1823 + 9.0 +211.9 + 9l + 9.9 + 9.l + 1.5
% Change,

Jan.-DeC., 1939 ~ ot .

Jan.-Dec,, 1938 * 30 * 6.6 + 2.8 + 3.1 L9 + 1.6

Variety Stores Fes e

December, 1936 +u3| 203.3 217.8 184.9 206.3% 200.9 208.8
December, 1937 .. 209.2 2h2.7 194.4 211.3 19%3.5 2248
December, 1938 .. 209.0 226.3 198.7 207.8 202.9 eL8.2
December, 1939 e 22906 258-2 219.9 221}.)4 223-0 267-3
1939

July "o 00 10200 10301 llhoé 95.2 980L{, 10:312

BURSE SN e ool 9L.5 98.32 103,1 88.0 88.4 110.4

September R 10717 11002 118-7 10009 10615 11103

Octaber Faas - ~ae 11253 11446 118.5 106.9 121.4 1 LIS

KNovember ..... i 113.4(f) 118.9 116.14 109.2 117.9 115.2

December sesvee 229.6 258.2 219.9 2244 223,0 267.3
% Change,

b

oo 222 900 +1l.1 +10.7 + 8.0 + 9.9 v 77
% Change,

j:ﬁ::g:g:: iggg + 3.0 + 3,2 + 5. + 1.9 + 0.6 + L2

Drug Stores ’ ;

December, 19326 .. 13087 145.0 119.4 129.8 135.9 159.1
December, 1937 .. 138.3 157.0 128.5 139.4 13L.8 1L46.4
December, 1938 .. 136.0 136.9 125.9 LiA0 141.6 141.0
December, 1939 .. 147.0 165.6 135.8 144.8 156.4 119.9
1939

2Tl R SR A 103.3 L0557 103.0 103.4 101+ 3 106.0

AIERS e 35 5l ais . BOH 2 1101 103.8 102.0 100.4 109.7

September ..... 108.3(f) 107.7 104.9 105.9 Ho.T LLE.5

QCHOLER. o spewmirs & NEIEC A 108.5 113,0 @51 25t 11&: L

November ...... 109.5 110.8 114.2 108.5 109.2 10355

December sesees j Ly 165.6 135.8 144.8 156.4 19,9
% Change,

December, 1939 ; v P .

Deoeber TI053 + 8.1 +21.0 + 7.9 52 7 +10.5 0%,
% Change,

Jan.~Dec., 1939 =

Tan Do 1098 + 2.3 + L6 + 3.9 + 0.9 * L2 ot
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Denartment Store Sales in Canada, by Se¢lected Departments

Decenber, 19286 and Deccmber, 1922

(Based on sales of 16 firms)

i December December 7o Change
f 1938 1939 1939/38
k' ¥
TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ........)| 32,632,174 | 35,804,912 + 9.7
!
1. Women's Dresses, coats and SuitsS eeeeseecesse 2,268,57, 2,576,039 + 13.6
2. Girls' and infants' wear ....g............e.eﬁ 1,156,810 1,265,046 = il
!
!
3. Hosiery and gloves L LR T PR PR PR PR EPPR| 1,967,530 AR ) e )
A HRlRrieh el Lorsets L. cvamode Tanadons i 1,706,798 1,909,302 £4i.8
5. Millinery O 88 B 58000000000 PO e tEOEEEEOEEPEINEOE 232’030 253’[436 + 9.2
6. Women's and children's apparel - (Total, 1—5)' 7,331, 7L2 8,115,233 + 10,7
7. Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings ada i L,L05,874 4,905,814 + 113
B. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ..l 1,374,9L0 1,L6L,713 + 6.5
9. Piece goods ........'..."l‘.........‘..'.Ill' 1’773.603 2’007’1432 + 15.2
10. Smllw&res ..'....‘.......Illl‘.‘.'...ll...‘«.! 1’558’757 l’éeh,aés + 8.1
11. Food a-nd kindred Products AL LI U R BRI R B Y B I Y 2,52b,156 2,512,602 ~ 0.5
x
12, Furniture (including mattresses, springs) ... 992,021 1,175,349 + 18,5
13. Home furnishings ..l'I‘....‘....'I.l.......ﬂo‘ 1,605’1‘.56 1’852’}473 + 15.}4
f
1L. Household appliances and electrical supplies=i§ 634,491 703,992 & 110
15~ Hardiere and lcitghen uben@ils . vs s voes s Fin 710,983 821,526 + 15.5
16, Radios, musical instruments and supplies .... 557,708 631,858 + 13,3
17. Shoes and other footwear .e..... os salan a5 r 2,685,916 + 18,2
18. Stationery, books and magBzZines ..ecevvssssos 1,268,316 1,308,510 G
19 Al Gbher degartments, bolal~.lia el aallid 5,621,841 5,934,629 e

i
i




INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES (Average for 1930 = 100)

140
L4 GENERAL
- R il . rememe + 5055 42 S 80 s mimaiant s 28 v et e i s rtramernre o u. = IImEX
Unadjusted\) i
G IS vt i gL fi_ il / ._
i A [ ’\/, \ /i :
(4 1] [ -
go |- [ oy OB N ‘r //-f;""\“"‘\/"}\,?flﬂxf\_w < “\‘\/’,’,7\\/'!
S / R g 4 s
- 4 gy —a { A - Nl y . . .
r«/\}\:\,"““ 7 N \ A5 7 e {5 / gz
60 [ % % : s, . g = g
- eee - ,
Adjusted for Seasonal Variations—
1,0 i
150
130 DEPARTMENTAL '7““‘"“"*“ Unadjusted\ ’l
| &’ [}
110 I % / \ ”
J | i
an'il /I % <l ;-
PR WIS ; A 5
0 yai N Lo o e W i
; DL | S A AR
L/ \/ / }./ \
(018 | e ' : Adjusted for Seasonal Variations” - '
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