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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES IN CANADA, AUGUST, 1939

Monthly statements of sales for twelve lines of retail business dealing
chiefly in foed, clothing and household requirements reveal increased sales in August
of this year compared with last for seven trades and declines for the other five.
Excepting only variety stores and the clothing and footwear trades, all lines of busi-
ness were up from July.

The index of grocery and meat store sales gained 13 per cent in August
over the same month last year. This index is based on results for chain stores only
and may not reflect the trend in food retailing as a whole including both chains and
independents. Furniture store sales recorded an increase of 6 per cent; music and
radio store sales were up 3 per cent and hardware store sales, 1 per cent, Variety
store sales reported an increase of L per cent, while sales in men's clothing stores
were slightly higher than in sugust, 1936. Candy store sales were 3 per cent higher
than in August last year. Department store sales, boot and shoe store sales and drug
store sales were all down 2 per cent. liomen's clothing store sales were 3 per cent
lower, while restaurant receipts dropped L per cent.

The summary of department store sales by economic divisions disclosed
increased sales in only the Maritime Provinces where there was an advance of 3 per cent
over August, 1938. Vhile sales in the Prairie Provinces were on a par with sales in
the same month last year, declines were recorded in other sections as follows: Ontario,
1 per cent, British Columbia, 3 per cent and Quebec, L per cent,

Variety store sales were higher in Quebec, British Columbia and Ontario,
where zains were recorded of 6, L and 3 per cent respectively. There was a slight de-
crease in the Prairie Provinces, but the Maritime Provinces reported a drop of 3 per
cent.

Drug store sales increased L per cent in British Columbia, 2 per cent
in the Maritime Provinces and 1 per cent in Qucbec, but declines of 3 and 6 per cent
occurred in Ontario and the Prairie Provinces respsctively.

British Columbia was the only region recording increased sales in both
men's and women's clothing stores. MNen's clothing store sales increased in the Mari-
time Provinces and women's clothing store sales were hicher in the Prairie Provinces,
but in all other divisions declines were reported.

Substantial inoreases were recorded in chain grocery and meat store
xales in all sections of the Dominion.

Sales of 19 departmental firms reporting sales by departments decreased
1 per cent below Auzust, 193b. An increase of L per cent in hardware sales was report-
ed with a slight increase in sales of home furnishings the only other advance. Sales
of men’s and women's clothing were approximately 1% per cent lower in each case, while
the decline in boot and shoe sales was 1 per cent. Although declines in most other
departments were of a minor nature, sales of radios and musical instruments fell off
1l per cent and sales of stationcry departments were 6 per cent lower.

On page 9 of this report will be found the July summary of department
store sales by departments which was not available in time for inclusion in our July
bulletin, Total sales of the 1 firms reporting in thut month were almost 1 per cent
higher than in July, 1978, increases in the various departments outnumbering decreases
8 to 6. In almost all cases, variations from sales in July, 1938, were comparatively
slight.
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Jewellery Store Bales

Salss Cigures submitted by a representative number of jJewellery stores
: el 2 : Cre L. Y L
in Canada for August, 193%, showed an advance of 5 to 1 per cent over August last
year, while a gain of 14 per cent over July, 1939, was recorded.

Ottawa Department Stere Sales

Sales of Ottawa department storcs in Auzust averaged 6 per cent lower
than in August, 1938, but incrcasod 3 per cent over July, 1939,

Compurison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1938 and 1939

by Kinds of Business

August, 1939
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Kind of Business compared with
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INDEX NUMBERS CF RETAIL SALES - (AVERAGE FOR 1930 - 100)

A. Unadjusted. B. Corrected for Number of Business Days.

C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.
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(c) Includes men's furnishings.

(d) Revised to census trend.

(f) Final figures.

(h) Candy indexes are dased largely upon returns from retail candy chains.



INDEX NUMBERS OF RSTAIL SALES - (AVERAGE FOR 1930 = 100)

A. Unadjusted. B. Corrected for Number of Business Days.
C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.
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Apcuat. J908. .. L .5 96.2 ah 3 | oo AN 207.6 | 109.8 135.6 127.0 146.0 107.6 97:3 105.8
Aenst; 1830 &4 -0 . X 82.3 80.1 100.1 103.0 100.3 102.4 90.1 8.2 100.3 95.3 88.8 96.5
fpamasy, P9 ... A 69.7 68.0 85.0 91.8 90.4 92.2 72.6 o ! 80.8 84.0 19.17 86.6
Salmaabl 1832 ., .. . s 56.8 54,4 68.0 80.3 i 80.9 49.4 47.2 51.9 72.3 71.5 TTadd
Aggeat, 3983 .....0000 57.1 54.4 68.0 72.%8 1.4 72.9 57.9 55.4 56.6 70.4 68.8 74.8
hugust, 1934 ......... 59.0 56.1 70 ls T2 74.4 75.9 69.3 66.3 66.3 69.9 67.2 1351
Rimiaby 1935 ... ... 60.4 56.6 70.8 80.0 76.5 T8.1 76.5 fas 7145 16%3 69.0 75.0
August, 1936 ......... 62.8 61.3 76.6 81.3 80.0 81.6 79.8 499 73.9 ll 76.3 72.5 78.8
Bupcuef MWT ., .....c5 64.8 64.2 80.3 89.3 89.9 9.7 88.5 87.6 87.6 5 7 i 43 84.0
Rugiiet T8 .......in 62.4 59.8 14.% 88.2 87.1 88.9 74.8 71.6 71.6 76.0 75.3 81.8
august, 1939 ........n 61.4 58.6 73.2 86.7 85.1 86.8 79.1 5wl 75.7 86.0 84.2 91.5
1938

September ........ i 78.4 79.9 76.8 89.17 90.6 88.8 85.2 87.4 72.9 84.8 85.7 85.7

OSEGBEE ... d. ..ok 87.9 88.9 T4a3 94.2 98, 7 90.9 Sa, 8 94.0 83.9 86.3 83.6 83.6

T T R 90. 4 89. 78.6 86.3 87.4 87.4 85 2 82.4 81.5 82.0 82.8 2

December ........... 131.5 127.4 78.6 113.4 108.4 87.4 A 96.9 93.8 84.5 101.6 Tk 84.4
1939 |

BRBUUELEY . 5« o srnisie’s o8 54,2 55.1 ion2 N2 83.8 90.1 48.6 49.9 75.6 78.0 81.1 84.4

POBruary ...veseeo ‘i 54.2 $7..1 i 82.2 89.3 21,2 60.0 64.0 N 80.0 85.2 86.9

BRI <hevs oo 4 T0nsl B . 65.6 62.4 133 91.0 89.0 91.8 6515 62.8 1242 92.4 89.1 91.9

TR a5 o i A 74.0 (i 5.7 89.0 89.9 91.7 82.0 85.2 72.9 92.6 93.1 87.9(1)

- Rl $e 77.4 76.7 75.2(f) 88.8 By ¥ 91.4(f) 100.1 99.2 78.8 929 93.6 90.9

June ......i0ielen . 75.5 T4.3 .2 85.6 86.5 90.1 80.3 796 80.4 102.6 101.6 101.6

July coeevvainninen. 5742 58.8 77.3 86.2 84.9 88.4 63.0 64.17 82.9(f) 83.2 86.8 88.6

August ....ieieieen 61.4 58.6 132 6.7 85.1 86.8 79.1 75.7 75.7 86.0 84.2 9.5

(b) Indexes of grocery and meat store sales have been revised from Janusry, 1936.
(d) Revised to census trend.
(f) Final figures.



INDEX NUMBERS OF RSTAIL SALES - (AVERAGE FOR 1930 = 100)

A, Unadjusted. B, Corrected for Number of Business Days.
C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations.

“=zar and Month

o o el ——

e o o

~uguet, 19
August),
fugust,
Auguss, 19
bugust,
augusd,
suzust,
august,
Lugzust,
isugust,
hugust,

1938

September

October
November
December

1239
January
February
March ..

2 e

3738
1931

53
el ) Sl By

---------

BE L. Hal i3

1[I E S s
fichde = on TR0

¢ 30e 688 e

.........

---------

.........

ooooooooo

oooooooooooo

-----------

............

-----------

............

------------

Herdware | lusic and Radiolg) 0 Pastaurants(d) il Varighy —ph
A il S | R W, S5 TR o T T R G W Y G
i : i i ! i
Lage2 I iz 8 | 109.6 Love-47 T304 3 125 i B R S 119.6 ; 120.0
105.7 12 Jefpiles 1 7.8 £9.7 51.7 TR I6 105.6 !  99.6 I 98,6 0@.9 4. 18140
88.3 87.1 84.5 62.9 61.9 81.4 86.7 85.3 80.5 |k 88.2 | 95.9
66.4 63.0 k1.2 40.2 38,2 59.2 6323 62.1 58.6 R T3l | 479.8
62.3 59 .1 57.4 38.3 3643 47.8 | 57.6 56.5 53-3 |! 72.7 70.9 17-6
T4.6 70.8 68.8 43,4 il 4.1 g e g 60.9 57.5 | 7.7 75. £2.3
78.2 Tee2 i G 46.4 44.0 57.9 64.5 62.5 56.0 o 76.6 83.3
82.5 81.0 78.6 i 47.9 47.1 61.2 68.4 67.3 835 L S8R 82.5 89.6
90.8 89.2 86.6 | 55.8 54,9 g 69.7 69.3 65.4 85.2 85.7 .1
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" 96.8 91.7 Ol 1 55.6 v 68.5 £3.7 62.5 59.0 85.0 82.9 5.1
9959 100.0 83.3 1385 75.2 63.2 63.6 64.3 61.2 88.8 91.2 94,0
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96.8 .. i N 55.6 geig 68.5 63.7 62.5 59.0 85.0 82.9 90.1

(d) Revised to census trend.
(f) Final figures.



UNADJUSTED INDEX NUKBERS OF RSTAIL SALIS--(AVARAGE FCR 1936 = 100)
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' RS i Mandh CANADA Maritime Queb;—[ Drioris Preirie British
iProv;nces { Provincssi _Columbia
lien's Clothing Stores (c) ‘
Blced: 1936 ciiee. . 76.6 88.¢ 91 73:6 70.5 50.9
Aumia. H93F ...00.. 7 8 93.6 83.5 76.0 (4.4 56.6
ARgBad; 1938 ....... 71.9 84.6 74.0 68.3 66.5 85.4
SRR, 1939 ..o 2 89.9 12.7 67.8 64.8 89.1
1339
Eah . ..o, IR 70.3 68.6 68.6 69.4 76.0 78.0
i S . 101.3 100.1 100.3 102.5 105.1 92.8
. L. e 95.1 16883 ¥96, T 89.1 89.8 95.8
T T ) 163; 30¢8) 114,8 114,1 Ko 9.4 96.6
R ks oo ve mad i 79.8 $8.8 84.3 73.9 1648 87.2
s ... LR 3% 89.% 18.§ 67.8 64.8 89.1
% Change.
August, 1939 ..... +Hi0.4 + 643 - 1.8 - 0.7 - 2 H 33
August, 1938 :
% Change,
Jan, ~August, 1939 - 5.5 = 1 - 6.7 - 5.7 - 4,2 + Dep
Jan.-august, 1938
Women's Clothing Stores
Maguat, 1936 ..cue 2.3 82.0 T&.5 6.0 6643 82.8
august, 1937 ....... 73.0 90.1 72.4 68.5 66.3 91.4
R 1538 ; o.anes Vol 2 94.1 68.4 66.3 69.7 92.8
s, 1939 ...06.. s B & 63.6 65.8 74.0 96.2
1939
T R S — 83.8 76.9 75.7 82.17 92.9 302ad
T . Ras 125.5 LR 123.3 125.4 126.4 g L]
DR . 1 e . 104.5 130.7 131 .4 97.1 100.7 1173
S 104,7(¢t) 134.5 2.2 100.0 95.3 108.8
BT £ s B s 80.4 96.2 21.0 75.8 2.4 93.6
ST S 2.3 fioél I 63.6 65.8 74,0 96.2
€ Change,
Gleust, 1939 ..... - 2.9 - 3.2 - 7.0 - 0.8 + 6,2 + 3.7
August, 1938
% Change,
Jan.-august, 1939 - 4.3 - 4,0 - 6,8 - 4.2 = Al + 307
Jan.-hugust, 1938 |
Grocery and Meat Siores
B 1936 .. 96.2 (YL b LF R 7 97.7 | 109.5 102.1
Benet - 1987 ..o s 95.17 (a) 35.6 93.6 116.4 420
BlElet, 1930 waie..s 95.8 (a) g8.9 T 106.0 103.7
hAygust, 1939 A LOBN e (a) 99,8 106.3 129.0 19 78
1939
BRfeh .. .uide. . . 116.5 (=) 128.0 119.3 92.5 96.6
BT 1. 1% 08 Lk gl Y312 )) (=) 125.17 119.5 Sifks 3 98.9
. kw8 : 115.9 (a) 119.4 TI6x'T 109.5 108.
dlser .. o838 e g - 129.4 (a) 129.6 12547 136.8 13688
RS .. iats YR 104.9 (a) 99.6 104.3 116.6 109.9
Bhgust .. s "y 108.4 (a) i 106.3 129.0 119.6
% Change,
dugust, 1939 s +13.2 (a) E, VI +10.4 e +15.3
august, 1938 : !
4 Change,
Jan, =August, 1939 + 4.5 (a) + 7.6 +24.1 + 2.6 = 1IN0
Jan.-august, 1938

(a) Figures for the Maritime Provinces are withheld to avoid disclosing individual

operations,

(¢) Includes men's furnishings.

(f) Final figures.
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UNADJUSTED INDZX NUMBERS CF RETAIL SALES--(AVERAGE FOR 1936 = 100)
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Department Stores
S, 1936 i ea'd. s 83.8 85.1 83.0 81.8 80.7 96.5
Rt , 1937 .. oo 86.3 93.7 a3 8.7 79.7 105.4
Salluly, 19381 0w 83.1 83.5 87.5 okl 78v2 99.1
B, 1939 . .. . 81.8 85.8 84.2 78.6 78.2 95.17
1939
Sl « Sk . P as 87.5 72.6 96.17 88.8 82.6 92.6
R LGy 98.7 89.9 108.7 98.8 94.6 101.5
B T . . BB 103. 2(f) 110.0 116.3 103.0 95.6 98.8
R s . ok 5ule ool 100.7 111.6 114.9 102.6 87.7 102.0
R . .. eve s o b 3N 76.3 86.9 %2 11a9 74.0 88.3
August ........ o 81.8 85.8 84.2 78.6 785 2 95,7
% Change,
Meulet. 1939 <.s s - 1.6 + 2.8 - 3.8 - 0.6 (e) - 3.4
hugust, 1938
% Change,
Jan.-August, 1939 - 1.9 St - 1.6 w 307 - 1.1 - 0.8
Jan.-iugust, 1938
Variety Stores
Bligust, 1936 ..%4..4 96,8 104.9 97.6 94.4 94,3 102.8
BRNet, 1937 k. s 94.17 106.6 . 7 91.6 87.8 104.17
SRty 1938 . Juwin. 90.9 100.8 97.2 85.5 88.5 105.7
B, 1939 .. 94.4 97.7 102.9 87.9 S84 3 110.4
1939
IR, &% L B 76.9 1044 83.4 74.5 g9L8 853
B .0 LT — 96.4 921 Yol 93.0 92.6 102.8
TR (s 101.8 97.6 3.7 93.6 98.8 105.0
B s rae @0 TGS 109.5 114.3 126.0 104.2 96.3 103:%
e e i s ol 102.0(f) 103sd 114.6 95.2 98.4 106.2
T R g 94.4 21 102.9 87.9 88.3 110.4
% Change,
SEEt. 1939 ... + 3.9 - + 5.9 + 2.8 - 0.2 + 4.4
iaugust, 1938 )
% Changse,
Jan.-hygust, 1939 o (08 = R T3 1.9 - 3.6 RN
Jan,-august, 1938 - : g
Drug Stores
MEnst, 1936 oecuss 97.5 103.3 95.9 Pl 96.7 100, 7
fpgnet, 1937 v%ee. s 207 . 114.0 167,0 108.8 100.3 106.3
August, 1938 ....... 105.8 108.4 104.3 105.8 106.3 106.5
AlEnet 1939 1. oot 103.9 Wi, 2 105.0 1§23 100.5 110.2
1939
ek oot bae 1 1059.1 105.1 118.17 109.1 103.2 103.5
R 1. & 7w b 106.7 104.9 106.7 103.2 13 8.7 103.7
W S TS .. 106.5(f) 101.2 110.1 104.8 110.0 105.1
RO Y. 102.6 201,58 103.7 103.2 98.7 103.9
iy, 5. |+ WO 103.3 105.8 102.4 103.4 oA Ry 105.8
SRl W i, L 103.9 110.2 105.0 102.8 100.5 110.2
% Change, .
Rulash, 1388 ... .. = 41.7 .7 %037 - 2.8 T ¥ 35
hugust, 1938
4 Change,
Jan.-sugust, 1939 Sl T el 3 + 40 + 0.2 + 4,3 S0 o
Jen.-August, 1938

(e) Change is less than 0.1 per cent.
(f) Final figures.



(e

= <

DEPARTMENTAL STORE SaLES IN CaNiDa, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS

AUGUST, 1938 4ND LUGUST, 1939

' (Based on sales of 19 firms)

ik Gl v august august (% Change
1938 UL 8

i ¢
TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS .uuvevuvessssnns.|| 14,805,851 | 14,592,198) - 1.4
1. Women's dresses, coats and BULLS «oevevveoernsss i, 23F 418 1,182, 728" Qud
BE Berle (20l infanta’ BAr ... b etiesieni o o NI TR & 364,664 365,156 + 0.1
B BRGEE Or P and  BLOVES .. ..d. su's e Sbmit] L 20 - Tismnid 552,523 555,286 | + 0.4
I igeiio Ml SOREBEE av s o s s hintadiant b ndinE 558 ;585 L =TT
L ERRE Y S o R S PR et ey T oIt 180,063 162,576 | - 9.7
6. Women's and children's apparel - (Total, 1-5) ..||__ 2,887,593 | 2,844,358 /- Lac
7. Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings ....... LS4, 3% 1,323,397 & Mad
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ..... 488,691 479,256 | - 1.9
PREYRRace EOOAE A ¢ ¢ ot e e atn s RE S s S R R 1,184,098 1,175,938 [ - 0.7
B Sl dwares .i.. b .oy er ol o boi% oY Ay iRl 493,859 486,072 | - 1.6
. Shod and kimgi'rdd phodRcts . 4. Bhmean il sses Bty 1,504,609 1,499,662 | - 0.3
12, Furniture (including mattresses, springs) ...... 1,402,395 1,362,568 | - 2.8
SR Home: furnimbings «.... 00 onns dllapems Piw o plivade o o 1RGSR fla, ¢1. 2,50 SO CIEIMITA [10FS2
14. Household appliances and electrical supplies ... 456,837 454,626 | - 0.5
0 Harduare and kitchel ubensile ss i i +ive se s @8O i 559,498 582,857 |+ 4.2
16, Redios, musical instruments and supplies ....... 263,019 226,700 | - 13.5
9. Shoes, and other fealear .. .alrslrh wafiLs dmie o 1,014,833 1,005,710 |- 0.9
18. Stationery, books and MAgAZiNeS seeesesscocensns 219,763 2061198 =" &2
5 A1 Tethell departmonts, botal Jhadbiulome s abhieiasés 1,862,165 | 1,814,973 = 2.5
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DEPARTMENTAL STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SSLECTED DEPAKTENTS

JULY, 1938 AND JULY, 1939

(Based on sales of 19 firms)

T July M--;;ly % Change
1938 1939 11939/38
¥ $

TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ...euvuveessossnssss|| 13,707,669 113,810,220] + 0.7

1, Women's dresses, coats and suits +v.ccevecvesocees-y 1,124,966 | 1,118,741| - 0.6

G ML 0" and infante’ WAL .....oeiwssiclod o inalil Sy cest 317,899 333,856} + 5.0

Bl Hosiery and gloves .uweee .. s @ ORI o g X 552,303 554,721 + 0.4

I lilngerio ald GODERYS mdk v b e sl ) o iuun v AaRRLE | T 666,229 654,660 + 4.3

TR ABET Y LA R ORI W R N o 115,483 109,950 | - 4.8

6. Women's and children's epparel - (Totel, 1-5) .....Jl _2.776,880 | 2,811,928 + 1.3

7. Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings ..........J| 1,444,079 | 1,467,909 | + 1.7

8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ........ﬁ 487,815 480,988 = 4

IS PRABCIo FOGAB foft'es Nantielife o ot s, W) Folenertorels P aNePl o vol Sivaxibere 1,058,208 1, 020 A= S5 A5

I R R R0 0] 0 o5 o o 5 860, 5 5151 ¢ % BAAEIES x| Si5e: ¢ iniiBasaniRrs e 450,783 449,884 - 0.2
E

i Food and kipdred products , uj e csteme ous B oo « st ooty 533,485 | 1, 480, 085§ = 1 B08

12. Furniture (including mattresses, springs) ......... 909, 247 902591 08w 88T
I

Sy 1Hiome. | fjurndishndinigs TELE M. ol ke Taletiis obys o et Neta{lE (A, e xEks K 928,295 RPN IR 3l ile. 2

14, Household appliances and electrical supplies ...... 396,206 41245361+ 4l

15). HeardwaPrel and - ki'tidhefl WhenSalls div . « « sohl dats 4o+ bt 563,526 599,585 | + 6.4

16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies .......... 148,534 143,860 | - 3.1

Y Shgel apd dther! Tootmear L. Bidekibacsbbadl . « 4« 4454 967,776 995,500 | + 2.9

18, Stationery, books and magezines .eeeeeeeeessreseons 166,374 169,133 | + 1.7

B9, Al milier departmentis, Sotaly, 8liedme i oo aadsdl ~BaB82, 4800, X 582,208 | £, 2.8
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